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the Pahlavi dynasty 
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Interview 
  
Date: October 14, 1978 [Mehr 22, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 11, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Describing Iranôs future  

Interviewer:  A reporter of the French newspaper, Le Figaro 

  

 

[Reporterôs Introduction: 

Ayatullah Khomeini: ñBare chests cannot be held before gun barrels  

forever.ò 

There is a different world half an hour away from the city of Paris. Ayatullah  

Khomeini, whose name is a symbol of opposition against the Shah, resides in  

a small district of a Parisian suburb. Gendarmerie patrols, radar equipped  

vehicles and secret police are all the signs of proximity to his residence. As  

we turn in to the corner of the house, a crowd appears, a crowd of people  

showing respect, made up of some religious and hard-working people and  

Iranian students who have come from Germany, Tunisia and Britain. We take  

our shoes off before entering, as if we were entering a mosque. In a small  

room, Ayatullah Khomeini is sitting on a mattress. There are some pieces of  

paper and books scattered around him. Ayatullah Khomeini, dressed in gray  

and wearing a black turban, speaks to us in a low tone, with dignity.] 

 

Question:  [Regarding the resistance among the challengers of this regime,  

people have this question in mind, ñIs this a religious movement that intends  

to return to the Islamic traditions?ò] 

Answer: Those who oppose Iranôs regime and this movement are being  

victimized by the propaganda that alienates them from their own nature.  

When we speak of Islam, it does not mean turning our backs to growth and  

progress; it is just the opposite. We believe that Islam is essentially a  

progressive religion, and as a matter of fact, we are inimical to the regimes  

that exercise dictatorship and injustice under the guise of modernity. These  

regimes, like the Shahôs, deviate the progress already made from their main  

course and make them unattractive to those men and women who must  

benefit from them, and make them appear meaningless, but before anything,  

we think that pressure and strangulation are not the means of progression. 
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Q: [Is this movement connected to the movements of the leftists and the left  

extremists?] 

A:  We have always avoided unanimity with these parties; however, today, all  

Iranian oppositions have become one and demonstrated together under the  

banner of religion, and in the name of Islamôs true meaning. There is a good  

reason for that. The leftist or communist groups have almost disintegrated.  

They cannot have a share of this ongoing popular movement; so, naturally,  

the regime is trying to attribute Marxist remarks to those fighting against the  

Shahôs dictatorship, in order to mislead the public opinion, particularly  

across the border. 

 

Q: [But regardless of their intentions, the Marxists have been using religion  

in their struggle against the Shah. Will the religionists gradually be pushed  

aside by the left extremist parties, and will these parties soon start organizing  

the strikes and protests and directing them whichever way they want?] 

A: Take a look at the recent major protests. The religionists mobilized one  

million people, and always, and in every case, used religious slogans. That  

very same religion has always put them together and organized them; not  

even once has a leftist or extremist slogan been heard or seen.  

 

Q: [The resistance against the Shah started with relatively peaceful strikes  

and demonstrations in its early stages...and there were no entrenchments built  

or arms held against the army or the police. Do you think that this is the only  

option for the time being, or could there be other ways such as turning to  

armed struggle?]  

A:  Even after Friday
1
 that left so many people murdered in Tehran, we still  

kept the same trend of struggle. As the whole world knows, our message did  

not change by that clash, and this movement is going to keep its usual course.  

Nevertheless, I have been asked whether it is yet the time to change course  

and start an armed confrontation, in response to the dictatorshipôs  

employment of the army. I have said no. However, today I am asking myself  

this questionðcould the bare chest be held before gun barrels forever? So  

far, in compliance with my guidelines regarding maintaining our peaceful  

struggle, we have not changed our routines, but I may be forced to do so. 

 

Q: [In fact, which is the direction of your actions, and what kind of regime  

do you have in mind to replace the Shahôs?] 

                                                 
1 It refers to the Shahrivar 17 massacre of 57 people in Zhaleh (now Martyrs) Square in  

Tehran. 
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A:  Keeping the Shahôs regime is indisputably unacceptable. We have always  

been against it. ñOverthrowò is the unchangeable target of our resistance.  

Besides, it is not the legal form of the regime that counts, but rather its  

content. An Islamic republic can naturally come into consideration, because  

we believe that noble understanding of Islam will lead us toward  

advancement of a society which is very talented, has a lot of manpower and  

social justice. Before anything, we have set our hopes on the social contents  

of the future political regime. 

 

Q: [But is the regime (government) you wanted a democratic one? For  

example, are you in favor of freedom of the press, multi-party system and  

freedom of parties and syndicates?] 

A:  We want a regime that observes all freedoms. As in every people-based  

government, Iranôs future regimeôs bounds should embrace the interests of  

the whole community, and be particular about the dignity of the Iranian  

society, because offering an unrestricted society would rob men and women  

of their dignity.  

 

Q: [Is there a place for the religious minorities, which are of a great number,  

in the Islamic Republic of Iran?] 

A:  The Shahôs regime did not treat the religious minorities any better than  

the Muslims. After eliminating the dictatorship, and establishing an  

independent regime, we will naturally pay the highest respect to different  

religious beliefs. The standards of living for the Muslim majority and  

religious minorities will become very good. 

 

Q: [Obviously, the present regime will keep defending itself. What is this  

regime going to rely on? Who will support it and how will it get the power to  

hammer down the opponents?] 

A: There is no force inside the country supporting the Shahôs dictatorship.  

All we have to do is to take a look at what is going on inside the country.  

This is a simple matter. As regards other countries, the United States in  

particular, they support the Shahôs regime. If they stop their support, the  

Shahôs regime will immediately collapse. 

 

Q: [Despite all these, the Shah can count on the army and a violent regime,  

and that is quite a possibility.] 

A: The vital issue about the army is its structure, which is identified by its  

leader and the chain of command, and up until now, the army has been under  
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the care of a leader who is practically American. This army has been directed  

and trained, even at higher levels, by American advisors and technicians;  

however, some clear signs of awakening can be seen among the officers and  

soldiers in their confrontation with the people. Keep in mind that after all,  

they are Iranians, and in clashes, there are other Iranians standing against  

them. In some cases, it has been shown that, rather than throwing stones at  

the soldiers, the demonstrators have offered them flowers, and many soldiers  

have been seen crying after receiving the flowers, and in some instances the  

soldiers committed suicide after shooting at the demonstrators. This tragic  

situation will continue as long as the Iranian army is under Americaôs  

supervision. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 14, 1978 [Mehr 22, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 11, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The comprehensive and edifying dimensions of the Islamic school of  

thought 

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents in Paris 

 

 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful]  

 

Shah is thinking of revenge 

They have just informed me that the Shah has decided to carry out a  

wholesale massacre during the strike action to be taken tomorrowðaction  

which the Muslim people propose to take because of the lives that they have  

already lost. I have said time and again that this person has become mentally  

unstable. He is now living in a state of insanity; and having reached the last  

days of his life he wants to take revenge on the people of Iran. He has already  

committed whatever crimes he possibly could, but now that the people have  

risen up to demand that he go and he has sensed that indeed he does actually  

have to go, like a madman he wants to first massacre the people and then go.   

He had once said:  ñIf I am to go, I shall firstly turn Iran back into a heap of  

soil and then go; yes, I shall make Iran into a heap of soil and go;ò and now  

he evidently means to abide by these words.
1
 I found out about it today; that  

is, they said someone had phoned from Iran to say that he (the Shah) is  

getting ready to slay the people en masse. 

 

Shah will eventually leave 

We are at a loss as to what we should do with this regime. The oppressed  

nation of Iran does not know what it should do with this person who has now  

become insane and is suffering from a mental disorder. What course of action  

                                                 
1 Hujjat al-Isla i writes in his memoirs:   

ñAfter Imamôs release from prison in 1964 (1343 AHS), he was taken to live in a house  

situated in Dawudiyyah in Tehran.  When the regime continued with its threats however,  

Imam warned that on the following day he would attend the mosque, would perform a  

congregational prayer there (when he would naturally inform the people of what was going on  

in the country), and would then travel to Qum to continue his activities there.  By contrast,  

when the Shah felt under threat, he issued a warning to the effect that should he, the Shah, be  

forced to leave Iran, then he would have no reservations about killing twenty million people if  

necessary in his defense of the royal crown and throne!ò 
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are we to take? I am concerned about tomorrow; I am worried that what we  

have been told may be true and that these people may be gunned down and  

come under the attack of tanks and cannon-fire; I am worried that lives may  

be lost and that having reached the final stage before his (the Shahôs)  

departure, he firstly plans to do something to ensure that no one will be left  

behind and only then does he intend to go. This is the kind of creature with  

which we now have to deal and so we must truly pray for Godôs assistance.   

We must ask the Lord to grant a favorable end to this affair (i.e. the proposed  

protest demonstrations), for should such a massacre actually take place it  

would have truly disastrous results for Iran. Although it is true that his  

leaving would compensate for any kind of disaster, nevertheless, why should  

we have given him the opportunity to enact these deeds before he leaves?   

Needless to say, it is the machine guns and weapons of America that are  

behind him in all this, otherwise the people of Iran would never allow him to  

go ahead with such a deed. The fact is that these American guns and weapons  

are indeed here. However, he (the Shah) has reached the end of his life and  

there remains no doubt about his imminent departure.  

There is something that I wish now to say to you gentlemen, and which I  

shall again make mention of, if and when we hold another gathering  

tomorrow; but before this let me say that tomorrowôs gathering is for all the  

students and for all those Iranians who are living outside Iran. It is for  

everyone and you must regard it as you would your own home, as  

somewhere that belongs to you all. The doors of this gathering are open to  

whoever may wish to come. Therefore, if no hitches occur and tomorrowôs  

gathering does actually go ahead as planned, then all of the gentlemen are  

welcome to attend. No one is interfering. Some have mistakenly suspected  

that someone, somewhere, is influencing affairs and that they hold sway over  

who attends our gatherings.  This is not the case however.  We are all united;  

we are all brothers together; and no one is to interfere in our affairs at all.   

These gatherings are for all of the gentlemen and everyone is equally  

welcome to attend.  All participants at our gatherings should be regarded in  

the same light, everybody.  We are all each otherôs equals.  I am fond of you  

all.  I pray for you all.  No particular group can meddle with our affairs.  It is  

not to be imagined that a certain group has a say in these affairs or that I am  

aligned with any particular group.  No, I am with you all, and I pray for you  

all. 
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The disaster of not understanding Islam in light of all of its dimensions 

As for the matter about which I wanted to talk to you however, and on  

which I shall elaborate further at tomorrowôs gathering should I have the  

time and the opportunity, it concerns a disaster, which has plagued Islam  

from the very beginning. That is, the disaster of Islam having been  

misunderstood. Those who have discussed Islam, be it in the past or the  

present, have not fully understood or grasped this religion in all of its  

different dimensions. Each of them has only ever looked at one of its many  

dimensions and has interpreted all of the issues found within Islam and  

within the Holy Quran according to his own limited perception. In the past,  

in centuries gone by, there used to be a group of Muslim theologians who  

expounded Islam according to their own understanding of it; each according  

to his own level of understanding and ability to reason. This group either  

consisted of philosophers who, because of their knowledge of this subject,  

understood Islam to be a philosophy, thus mistakenly believing it to be a  

philosophical school of thought, or it consisted of mystics and the like who,  

until only recently, interpreted Islam according to the understanding of a  

mystic, thus believing Islam to be a mystical school of thought. Therefore,  

from the time of these theologians down to the recent past, many of Islamôs  

different dimensions have remained undiscovered. Theologians were familiar  

with some of the various dimensions of Islam, although of course not  

completely so, but each religious sect would study Islam according to its own  

understanding, its own learning. They would interpret all the verses of the  

Quran and all of the teachings of the Prophet and the Immaculate Imams (a)
1
  

according to their own perception; according to what they had been able  

to grasp from Islam. They would relate every page of learning to that page  

which they had themselves grasped and understood. Therefore, these  

expositions of Islam make no mention of what Islam has to say about this  

world and about how it is to be governed; issues which relate to another of  

Islamôs many dimensions. All of those issues which relate to philosophy and  

mysticism are to be found in these expositions, but nothing is said about the  

duty of those people who are living now, about the form an Islamic  

government should take, or about how people should relate to the physical  

world. They have nothing to say in this regard. These theologians have  

confined their discussions to issues concerning the metaphysical and to  

matters relating to mysticism and philosophy and so on. And so this situation  

                                                 
1 The abbreviation, ñaò stands for the Arabic invocative phrase, alayhis-salam, alayhimus- 

salam, or alayhas-salam [may peace be upon him/them/her], which is used after the names of  

the prophets, angels, Imams from the Prophetôs progeny, and saints (a). 
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has remained until the present, when it has now become the turn of this latest  

group of theologians, a group which has taken an opposite approach to that  

taken by its predecessors. That is to say this latest group has totally set aside  

those dimensions of Islam which concern its spiritual aspects, its  

philosophical aspects, its mystical aspects and has confined itself to objective  

and external aspects only.  Hence, those in this group have perceived Islam  

as a materialist school of thought.  Indeed, whereas the former group had  

perceived Islam as a spiritual school of thought as if it were totally  

unconcerned with temporal issuesðeven having expounded the Quranic  

verses concerning actual battles with the polytheists as concerning battles  

with the self and so on. This latter group of theologians, by contrast, although  

Muslim, although composed of good people, although just as religiously  

devout as the former group, has nevertheless understood Islam according to  

its material dimension. This is a situation which has come about over recent  

years, during a period when Western learning and knowledge has been  

promoted and reached us here in the East. Hence, whereas the former group  

propounded the subjective and the spiritual and ignored the objective and the  

temporal, the latter group propounds temporal concerns and disregards the  

spiritual. However, both of these groups are in error. Islam is neither  

confined to the spiritualism of which the former group speaksðyes, it has a  

spiritual dimension but it is not confined to thisðnor is it confined to these  

temporal concerns of which the latter group speaks. That is to say, it covers  

temporal concerns in its teachings but does not exclusively confine itself to  

these issues.  

 

Islam the edifying school of thought 

Islam is a school of thought which has come for the edification of  

mankind; and we are to examine the different dimensions of this mankind,  

whose true nature, some argue, remains unknown, and are also to examine  

his needs. We must ask whether Islam, which has come for manôs  

edification, only means to develop the animal nature in him, or whether it  

means to develop his spiritual nature; or yet again, whether its intention is to  

develop human beings as a whole. Human beings are unlike other creatures.   

Other creatures, such as animals for example, which are considered to exist  

on a superior plane to that of plants and minerals, merely exist on a physical  

plane, while also possessing a minute sense, a little but perverse  

understanding of the metaphysical, other than this they do not have a  

metaphysical state of being. Mankind, however, can pass through several  

phases of being; he can advance from his initial physical state of being until  
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he finally reaches a spiritual state of being. Thus, man can transcend the  

physical to the metaphysical, and can then transcend the metaphysical to the  

divine until he then reaches the stage where he is actually able to  

comprehend this superior state of being. 

 

Man the multifaceted being 

Man is a multifaceted being; he is not a creature of but one or two  

dimensions. Some other creatures are often one-dimensional, some bi- 

dimensional, and yet others possess several dimensions; but none of these  

other creatures possesses all of the different dimensions collectively. It is  

only man who, among all other creatures, is a multi-dimensional being; a  

being who has needs for each of the dimensions he possesses. In order for  

him to develop in every dimension he has certain needs which have to be  

satisfied. With the exception of Islam, all of the other schools of thought are  

materialist schoolsðschools which have perceived man as an animal, as a  

creature which simply eats and sleeps, but which does so in a more desirable  

manner. This is true for all schools. Although it is true that animals share the  

same need as we humans to eat and sleep, these schools of thought have  

perceived man to be an animal like all other animals whose needs and  

development revolve around those corporeal criteria, those corporeal matters,  

which they have called ñmatters of reality.ò They mistakenly consider reality  

to be composed of this physical world only; whereas there are in fact other  

worlds that they have not perceived, worlds which are indeed more  

tangibleðthat is, worlds that are endowed with a more tangible reality than  

the physical world. The physical world has been placed last in the scheme of  

creation; it has been given the least recognition. Therefore, this world in  

which we now exist, this physical world, is the lowermost world. The lowest  

of all the worlds in the universe is the physical world.  It is not a case of there  

just being man and this physical world, and of there being no other stages of  

existence to which man can ascend. There are several stages to mankindôs  

existence. He who has simply concerned himself with the metaphysical  

aspect of mankind's existence and who has neglected to consider these other  

lower stages of his being has erred; and so too, he who has concentrated  

solely on this physical world, recognizing only the physical stage and  

ignoring the metaphysical. 

 

Islamôs attention to all of manôs dimensions 

Islam has a set of scheme; it has a program which can be followed by  

this comprehensive, multifaceted human beingðthis being who is capable of  
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going beyond the physical stage of existence to reach the metaphysical, and  

then of transcending the metaphysical to reach the divine. Islam wants man  

to develop into a complete being, meaning it wants to allow him to grow in  

accordance with his true nature. If man wants to make the most of this  

physical world, then Islam teaches him how to do so; if he wants to make the  

most of his stay in purgatory,
1
 then Islam teaches him how to do so; if he  

wants to make the most of a spiritual existence, then Islam teaches him how  

to do so; if he wants to make the most of the powers of reason, then Islam  

teaches him how to do so; if he wants to make the most of religious learning,  

then Islam teaches him how to do so. All religions have come to develop  

those properties with which man is endowed; properties which are imperfect  

and which are presently immature. All religions have come to enable this  

unripe fruit to ripen; to allow this undeveloped fruit to fully develop. Those  

of you who have now come to reside in the Westðthe West which is  

obsessed with the material aspects of the world, and where no attention is  

paid to the metaphysicalðmust not be deluded by these Western schools of  

thought and thus mistakenly believe that man is nothing more than a creature  

who eats, sleeps and so on, and that no other considerations are involved.   

This is a mistaken belief which has developed because of those who have  

misunderstood Islam by concentrating wholly on these material issues and by  

retracing all of the verses and teachings in Islam to these same issuesð 

verses and teachings which have come to allow man to grow. Yes, these  

people are in error; and so too were those before them who retraced every  

Islamic verse and teaching to metaphysical issues. Each of manôs dimensions  

must be developed in turn.  Man must develop on a physical level as much as  

he possibly can. He must make the most of this physical world, but within  

reasonable limits, limits which must obviously be determined by taking  

factors of temperance and virtue into consideration. Then once he has  

developed in this physical stage of his existence, he must go on to develop in  

the next, higher stage, and then again in the next. All of manôs different  

dimensions must develop without exception in order for him to become a  

true human being. 

To become a true human being is a difficult task, but nevertheless it is a  

task which man needs to undertake. The point I wish to make in saying these  

things is that you are not to mistakenly believe that Islam has come to train  

                                                 
1 Purgatory (barzakh in Arabic), meaning barrier, is believed to be an intermediate realm, a  

period between death and the Day of Judgment where a complete life is lived. See Sayyid  

Mujtaba Musawi Lari, Resurrection, Judgment and the Hereafter, http://www.al- 

islam.org/Resurrect/index.htm. 

http://www.al-islam.org/Resurrect/index.htm
http://www.al-islam.org/Resurrect/index.htm
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an animal; that it has come to prescribe the sleeping and eating habits of an  

animal. This is but one of its intentions. Yes, it gives such prescriptions, but  

this is merely one of its dimensions and the least important one at that. Islam  

also has other dimensions which relate to the training of mankind. It wants to  

train man to become a complete, mature being; a being which encompasses  

all of the different human dimensions in their entirety. And it has instructions  

which relate to these dimensions. Islam contains instructions concerning  

Islamic government; it contains instructions on its organization; it contains  

instructions on how to kill its enemies during battle; it contains instructions  

on how to motivate a society; it contains instructions on how to reach the  

metaphysical stage of existence; it contains all of these different kinds of  

instructions. Islam is not merely one-dimensional whereby one could claim  

to have understood it in its entirety were one to have a knowledge of its  

history for example, of its social history, or of its rules concerning the  

material aspects of life and so on. No, this is not the case. The issues with  

which Islam deals are loftier than those which are ascribed to it; and Islamôs  

dimensions are manifold. Whoever wishes to become acquainted with Islam  

must make an accurate study of the Quran, for this is the key source of  

reference. He must take note of all the dimensions found therein. He must not  

make the mistake of accepting only those verses which relate to the physical  

world, and with issues concerning government, rejecting the verses which  

relate to resurrection. He who makes this mistake is unaware of the meaning  

of resurrection, or of what will happen when the Day of Resurrection arrives.  

He thinks that there is no truth in it; that it is but a fantasy. But he is gravely  

mistaken. It is indeed true, and its truth is more real than the reality of this  

physical world; but we have not yet reached the level of understanding  

required for us to grasp this fact. 

 

Not limiting Islam  

Be that as it may, I wanted to advise those studying in Europe, may God  

grant them all success, against categorizing Islam and thereby believing it to  

be a school of thought like that of communism; believing the issues it covers  

to resemble those found in the Marxist doctrine; believing it to be a school of  

thought like other schools of thought; for this is not the case at all. Those  

who are unacquainted with Islam however, mistakenly believe it to be some  

such school. 
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Our responsibility in the face of turbulent Iran 

The other thing I must mention concerns our being obliged to fulfill  

certain duties. Even as we are now peacefully seated here, Iran is in turmoil. I  

do not know what will actually happen in Iran tomorrow. We must decide  

what to do about this situation and I am presently giving it much thought.  As  

you yourselves are well aware, it has now been almost one year since turmoil  

began in Iran. No matter which part of the country one looks at one sees that  

the people there are up in arms. No matter which part of the countryôs many  

cities one looks at, one can see strike action being taken there. For several  

days or so now strikes have engulfed the country. Almost all of the factories,  

newspapers and both governmental and non-governmental offices are now on  

strike. The general public is all involved in this unfortunate situation and are  

taking part in strikes. We who are here and are not caught up in all this  

turbulence must not forget those who are there. We are to help them as much  

as we can. We can help by the use of our pen; if we are able to disseminate  

information via the press here with regard to the position of the Iranian  

people, the oppression to which they are being subjected, and the crimes  

which this regime has committed against them, then we are to do so. You are  

to do whatever is in your power; and anyone who is unable to do anything to  

help can at least pray for those who tomorrow are about to suffer the  

torments of this dying regime. 

I pray that God grant you all success. Tomorrow, if I am able and the  

opportunity presents itself, I shall again speak with you, God willing (the  

audience recites a salawat  pure  

progeny (a)]). I must apologize to you, both for my late arrival and for my  

inability to sit here with you for a longer periodðan inability which stems  

from the fact that I am about eighty years of age, and thus, unlike you, who  

fortunately are young and have the strength and stamina to remain seated for  

a long period of time, I do not possess such strength. I therefore ask you to  

forgive me for not being able to sit here in your company for any length of  

time (the audience cries, Allahu akbar [ñGod is the Greatò]). 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 15, 1978 [Mehr 23, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 12, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The imperialistsô study into the customs, mentality and resources of the  

East; treason against Islam and the clergy; the Americans in Iran 

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents in Paris 

 

 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful] 

 

The oppressive situation 

It is unfortunate that I meet you gentlemen now when my power of  

speech is greatly impaired due partly to my age, which does not allow my  

voice to carry more than a few feet away from me, and partly to the situation  

of the Islamic countries in general and Iran in particular which is now enough  

to distress anyone and sap their strength. I had wanted today to come to the  

place where you gentlemen had gathered to speak to you about some of the  

problems we face, but circumstances were such that the French authorities  

did not deem it wise for me to do so.
1
 

 

Spies masked as travelers 

That aside, the situation of the Islamic countries, especially those which  

have resources like Iranðwhich leads the others in this regardðhas been  

studied by the experts of foreign powers and superpowers. From perhaps  

three hundred years ago, those travelers who came to the East, allegedly to  

tour the countries were all political agents sent to gather information on the  

situation there. They came to Iran and traveled to all her cities and villages in  

pursuit of their investigations. Their studies into the geographical situation of  

the East, and in particular Iranðabout which we are informedðtook them  

all over these countries, even through the desert regions where no grass or  

water existed and which they crossed with caravans, riding on camels and  

suffering many hardships in doing so. Their main aim was to discover where  

our mineral reserves layðour gold, copper, petroleum, gas, etc. They made a  

careful study and drew maps. Whatever they found which was of use to  

                                                 
1 The Ittilaat newspaper of October 15, 1978 [Mehr 23, 1357 AHS] (on the day that this  

speech was delivered) wrote in an article: ñOne Sunday, Hadrat Imam refrained from  

attending a pre-arranged meeting with his followers because of steps taken by the French  

government to prevent the meeting from taking place.ò 
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them, they marked the spot on the map and noted the area, and these records  

are still in their possession. 

Before America set foot into the region, it was Britain which exerted the  

most influence over these countries, then Russia, then some other countries.   

For more than three hundred years, they subjected these Eastern countries to  

their studies and their avarice. As time went on, their specialists developed  

more expertise, their travels became more widespread and more regular;  

indeed they found out more about these countries than the indigenous  

peoples themselves knew. For example, in Iran they studied the mental and  

spiritual make-up of such tribes as the Bakhtiari, the Qashqai Shahsivan in  

order to find out how these people think and how they could use them to their  

advantage. They sent their experts to study and gather information on all the  

provincial cities and villages in Iran; all the villages that exist in Iran came  

under their scrutiny, even the most remote, mountain village. They drew  

maps of them all and marked those places where they found something of use  

to them. They recorded everything and then made themselves ready for  

plundering our resources. The rulers of the Eastern countries however,  

whether kings or others, acted differently in complying with the wishes of the  

imperialists; some allowed their countries to be pillaged in all aspects  

whereas others were not as traitorous as they were. 

 

Memories from Hamedan 

Once when I was in Hamedan,
1
 one of my friends brought a map to me, a  

large map which perhaps measured one square meter. It was a map of  

Hamedan province which, he said, showed all the villages of that province,  

and which was covered with many colored dots. He told me that these dots  

indicated where minerals, such as copper or petroleum, lay beneath the  

ground. These minerals had not yet been mined, but the foreign experts knew  

their location. They made their designs and then entered the countries of the  

East and studied their situation, and in Iran, which directly concerns us, they  

drew up plans and marked where all its natural resources lay. 

 

Islam and the clergy, obstacles in the way of imperialism 

They then undertook some psychological studies to determine how they  

could easily lay their hands on these countriesô abundant resources without  

inciting opposition and confrontation from the people. The imperialists  

carried out extensive studies in this regard, and they came to the conclusion  

                                                 
1 Hamedan: a province in the north-western part of Iran. 
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that in the Islamic countries there were two possible barriers which could  

block their way; one was Islam itself. They realized that were true Islam  

implemented, that is the Islam that God, the Blessed and Exalted, has  

established, then it would sound the death knell for all their hopes. And the  

other obstacle to their designs they perceived as being Islamôs religious  

scholars. The imperialists realized that if the religious men became powerful,  

as they should be in these lands, then they would not be able to profit from  

these countries the way they wanted to.  So they decided to smash these two  

barriers, which they deemed more dangerous than anything else to their  

designs, in whatever way necessary. They started devising schemes by means  

of which they hoped to make the people themselves whichever group and  

whenever they maybe crush these two barriers for them, and so from that  

time on, the propaganda against Islam and the clergy began. With such  

propaganda, they would manage to remove the threat of these two obstacles,  

which if empowered would be the greatest threat to the imperialists and their  

interests. 

 

Facing cultural independence 

Of course there was something else which also constituted an obstacle to  

their contrivances, and that was the culture of these communities. The  

imperialists have studied the latter and have discovered that if their culture  

were an independent, correct culture then it would produce loyal and  

independent political groups which would prove to be counterproductive for  

them. Thus, on one side they saw the two barriers of Islam and the clergy,  

and on the other they saw the prospect of an independent culture, which  

would train the youth and nurture leading personalities who, even if the  

imperialists were to hold sway over the country, would still prevent them  

from attaining that which they desired, and that which they desired lay  

beneath the ground. They directed their efforts to acquiring the resources  

which lay above the ground as well, but the most important for them were  

those which were to be found underground. Henceé they set about  

destroying these three barriers. 

 

Propagation of a distorted Islam 

With regard to Islam, they began to propagate the ideaðgradually as is  

their wontðthat Islam is an acquiescent religion! That it is an ideology  

concerned only with supplicatory prayer and invocation of God [dhikr], that  

it constitutes solely a relationship between man and the Creator and has  

nothing to do with politics or government. They have propagated this idea so  
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well that even members of the clerical establishment have been influenced by  

it and many of them now believe that they have no role to play in politics or  

government, maintaining instead that their duties lie only in going to the  

mosque, engaging in canonical prayer, instructing the people, debating  

certain matters and presenting the people with legitimate rules of conduct. 

The imperialists saw that the prayers of the clergy posed no threat to  

them.  Prayers in Islam are not harmful to their policies, so they deemed that  

the clergy could pray as much as they like; they could pray until they were  

tired of praying, as long as they had nothing to do with the oil. They could  

teach as much as they liked, debate matters to their heartôs content, as long as  

they did not start to question the policies of the imperialists in their countries  

and begin to speak out against them. This idea that Islam has nothing to do  

with politics or government was reiterated so much and propagated so well  

among the people that it became commonly accepted that interference in the  

affairs of state was incompatible with the status of a clergyman; that it was  

unbecoming the position of a clergyman to take an interest in the form the  

government takes or in what these oppressors were doing to the people; that  

it was only befitting the position of a clergyman to remain in the schools and  

lead the noon and afternoon congregational prayers; and that the people  

should expect nothing more than this of the clergy! They said that essentially  

Islam had nothing to do with politicsé that politics and religion were  

separate from one another. Politics is for them and religion is for us! The  

centers of power are in their hands to do with as they please, and the  

mosques and the old men who attend them are in ours! This is a division that  

they created from the beginning.  

 

Religion, opiate of the masses? 

Those who were a bit more daring went so far as to describe Islam as  

ñreactionary.ò They said that basically religion was the opium of the people,  

that from the very beginning it was used by the capitalists and those with  

power to stupefy the people so they could take their wealth. Gradually, this  

notion came to be believed even by the Muslims themselves. Some of the  

clergy even came to believe that Islam was something which belonged to one  

thousand and so many hundreds of years ago and could not be put into  

practice now! This is how the imperialists presented Islam to the Muslim  
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societies; and as for the akhunds,
1
 they portrayed them as men who just sit in  

a corner and survive on the money they take from the peopleé 

 

Deluding the unaware intellectuals 

Thus, they presented Islam as an ideology which was concerned with  

nothing more than prayer and fasting and which was not involved with the  

peopleôs lives and their affairs. And on the other hand, they presented the  

clergymen as people installed by the rulers and the powerful elite to opiate  

society, to put the people to sleep, stupefy them so that these rulers could  

plunder them and the people would not utter a word. They propagated this  

notion so well that even some of our own intellectuals, who were not well  

versed in the Quran and the Prophetic tradition [sunnah], came to believe it  

and they in turn also began to advance the same idea. We should not just  

accept whatever we hear or whatever is propagated by some groups as being  

true without proof of its verity. If someone accepts an unsubstantiated claim  

then that person suffers from a weak constitution, he is ill! A healthy human  

being does not accept something he is told without it first being  

substantiated. 

 

Quran the book of clamor, uprising and movement 

We need only take a cursory glance at the lives of the prophets and of  

others who called the people to God to see what their intention was: Were  

they agents of the powerful elite? Were their aims to enfeeble the people,  

make them powerless, and lull them to sleep? And we need only carry out a  

partial study of the Quranðit doesnôt need to be a detailed studyðto see if  

its purpose is simply to teach us invocatory prayer, supplicatory prayers,  

deprecations
2
 and the like, or whether it has not been properly understood. If  

you study the Quran you will see that there are so many verses encouraging  

the people to do battle with those holding power. The verses pertaining to  

battle and the way it must be fought are not only one or two; there are many  

in this regard. The battles which took place in the early years of Islamôs  

history were between the powerful elite and the Prophet of Islam. The Qurôan  

                                                 
1 Akhund: a word of uncertain etymology that originally denoted a scholar of unusual  

attainment, but was later applied to lesser-ranking scholars, and then acquired a pejorative  

connotation, particularly in secularist usage. 
2 Deprecations: praying that an evil may be removed or prevented. 
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is a book which favors ñmovementò; it awakens the people and stirs them  

from their stupor to confront the taghuts.
1
 

 

The Prophetôs war with the holders of power and wealth 

az, he had to confront the plutocracy  

there. One group was found in Mecca and comprised the townôs reputable,  

powerful merchants, while another was made up of the wealthy, affluent  

people of Taif.
2
 People such as Abu Sufyan

3
 were like rulers or kings and  

had everything, yet the Prophet opposed them. When he went to Medina, he  

associated with the poor people; he did not align himself with the rich to  

stupefy the community. He was on the side of the poor, he encouraged them  

to rise up against the rich who plundered the people and oppressed them.   

The Prophet fought many battles, and in all of them he fought against the rich  

and powerful oppressors. 

 

The divine prophets (a) in confrontation with the aristocrats and oppressors  

If we go further back [in history], we see that Hadrat
4
 Musa (Moses),  

may Godôs peace be upon him, also confronted those holding power. With  

his staff in hand he confronted Pharaoh; he didnôt opiate the people for the  

Egyptian king! With his staff and his words he encouraged them to rise  

against the king. And you all know how Abraham (a) took up his axe and  

shattered all the idols belonging to the aristocrats (of his time). He confronted  

the aristocrats in the interests of the masses, to stop them from oppressing the  

masses. Of course the mission of these prophets was primarily a spiritual  

one, but when they came across tyranny in the society they deemed it their  

duty to confront the oppressive leaders and do battle with them in whatever  

way they could.  

 

Unwary Muslims vis-à-vis Islam  

So this notion that the men of religion are used by the powerful elite to  

opiate the people is one which the imperialists themselves created and  

advanced to turn you away from the Quran, the Book of God, and Islam so  

                                                 
1 Taghut: one who surpasses all bounds in his despotism and tyranny and claims the  

prerogatives of divinity for himself, whether explicitly or implicitly. 
2 Taif:  a city in the southern part of Hijaz (modern Saudi Arabia), 40 miles east of Mecca. 
3 Abu Sufyan: father of Muawiyah, head of the Quraysh tribe of Mecca and the staunchest  

enemy of the Holy Prophet of Islam. He was at the head of the non-believers and idol  

worshiping groups who opposed Islam and persecuted Muslims. 
4 Hadrat: The word Hadrat is used as a respectful form of address. 
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that they could smash this barrier to their designs. Indeed, they have been  

successful in this, for the Muslims have now been lulled to sleep by their  

propaganda. The Muslims have now risen to do battle with Islam without  

themselves knowing it. For when a Muslim asks what Islam has to do with  

temporal issues, this constitutes war against Islam; this is not knowing Islam.   

When he asks what Islam has to do with politics, again this is like waging  

war against Islam. These ideas are spread among Muslims by Muslims and  

the posing of such questions means they have taken up arms against Islam. 

 

Revolt of the masses against the capitalist 

We should look at the example set by those who propagated Islam. The  

Prophet himself battled with the powerful elite of Mecca and the Hijaz, and  

his immediate successorsðwhether those we accept or those we do notð 

formed armies and fought against the kings of the Persian and Byzantine  

Empires. They fought against these kings; they did not act as their agents  

creating apathy among the people. They had a mission to arouse the people,  

to stir the Muslim people and the oppressed to rise up against those who  

plundered the wealth of the people. At that time it was the Persian and the  

Byzantine Empires against which they fought and which they subsequently  

conquered for Islam; never was it suggested that a compromise be made with  

the ruling classes or the kings. The time of the Prophet and his immediate  

successors was marked by struggle. 
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Hadrat Al i (a) confronting the oppressors  

 

Hadrat Amir [Imam Ali (a)],
1
 became embroiled in an internal war with  

Muawiyah because he saw that if he didnôt do battle with him, Muawiyah  

would destroy Islam.
2
 Muawiyah was the governor of Sham who had his  

                                                 
1 Hadrat Amir: Imam Ali (a), the leader of the Muslim world was born in 600 CE to his  

mother by the name of Fatimah and a father by the name of Abu Talib (Prophetôs uncle), and  

from the age of 6 he grew up in the Prophetôs house. He was the first man to accept Islam and  

promised to aid the Prophet (s). In the early days of his mission when, at Godôs command, the  

Prophet was inviting his kith and kin to Islam, at a gathering, he announced to them: ñHe  

among you, who accepts my Faith will succeed me.ò He repeated this declaration three times  

and each time, only Ali (a) declared his faithfulness. On the eve of the hijrah or migration,  

notwithstanding the plot of the Quraysh against the Prophetôs life, Ali (a) slept in the  

Prophetôs bed and thus proved his fidelity to him. The Prophet selected him as his brother and  

when returning from the last  pilgrimage, at a place called Ghadir, introduced Ali (a) as  

the master and guardian [wali] of the Muslims, after himself. Ali was the companion of the  

Prophet during his loneliness and his aid in his struggles and in time of dangers. After the  

Prophetôs spiritual ascension, for about 25 years, Ali (a) kept aloof from government  

administration and leadership. During this period he was the observer and overseer who  

prevented deviations and defections. After the murder of the 3rd Caliph, the Muslims swore  

allegiance to Ali (a) and elected him as the caliph. The Imamôs period of administration lasted  

for 4 years and 9 months. Ali obliterated the changes that had been made after the  

Prophet (s) and restored things to their earlier conditions. Opposition elements, whose  

personal interests were threatened, rose pretending to take revenge for the 3rd Caliphôs death.  

Bloody civil wars followed that lasted throughout the reign of Ali (a). Finally the unique  

man of history was martyred in the altar at Kufah, Iraq.  

For further information on the Imamate of Ali ibn Abi Talib, see Yousuf N. Lalljee, Ali the  

Magnificent (Qum: Ansariyan Publications, 1987); Muhammad Jawad Chirri, The Brother of  

the Prophet Mohammad (Imam Ali), (Qum: Ansariyan Publications); George Jordaq, The  

Voice of Human Justice, trans. M. Fazal Haq (Qum: Ansariyan Publications, 1990), and visit:  

http://www.al-islam.org/faq. 
2 Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (607-680 CE), the first caliph of the Umayyad dynasty, accepted  

Islam on the day Mecca was conquered (630 CE).  He was the commander of the army during  

the caliphate of Abu Bakr and at the time of Umar he was first the governor of Jordan and  

then governor of Damascus, and at the time of Uthman he was responsible for the entire  

principality of Syria.  After the death of Uthman, Hadrat Ali (a) was proclaimed caliph and  

issued orders for Muawiyahôs dismissal. However, Muawiyah did not comply with Imam  

Al iôs orders and accused him of involvement in the murder of Uthman and demanded  

vengeance for his death. During the battle of Siffin, which was fought between Muawiyahôs  

troops and those of Hadrat Ali, Amr ibn al-As, Muawiyahôs army commander, on seeing the  

battle going in Aliôs favor, resorted to a ruse and ordered his soldiers to fasten copies of  

the Quran to their lances and hold them up in the air. This move brought about a dispute  

among Al iôs followers, the battle was ended and Muawiyah remained in his principality. 

  After Imam Aliôs martyrdom, his son Imam Hasan (a) was forced into a conditional peace  

with Muawiyah because of the actions of his traitorous troops and commanders and  

eventually relinquished the caliphate to him in 661 CE.  From this date on, Muawiyah called  

himself the official Muslim caliph. See Philip K. Hittiôs History of the Arabs and S.H.M.  

Jafriôs The Origins and Early Development of Shia Islam. 

http://www.al-islam.org/faq
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seat in Damascus and he lived like a king with an army and all the  

appendages of a ruler. Hadrat Amir was the head of the religious scholars,  

when we look at his life, his battles and his leadership we see that his aim  

was not to put the people to sleep so that the powerful ones could come and  

plunder their wealth. He too went to battle. With whom? With Muawiyah  

who sat in Damascus, who enslaved and oppressed the people and whose  

very existence endangered Islam. 

 

Underground resistance of the Imams (a) 

é All our Imams (a) were killed because they opposed the tyrannical  

regimes.  Had they sat at home and invited the people to rally round the Bani  

Umayyah and the Bani Abbas, as the imperialists like to say they did, then  

they would have been shown the utmost respect. But each of our Imams (a)  

strove against the oppressors, and although their circumstances did not  

permit them the military might with which to fight, still they engaged in  

underground struggle against them. This is the reason why they were arrested  

and thrown into prison for several years. Was Hadrat Musa ibn Jafar (a)  

imprisoned for praying, fasting or calling the people to support Harun ar- 

Rashid? Was he incarcerated for years because he told the people to  

compromise with Harun ar-Rashid and to ignore his oppression? No, the  

despots saw that our Imams (a) posed a threat to their rule that is why they  

incarcerated them, banished and killed them.   

 

The Shiah Imams (a) and Shiah movements 

Did that wretch
1
 transport Imam ar-Rida (a) to Khorasan

2
 simply  

because he prayed? Was Hadrat [Imam Hasan] al-Askari (a) held in Samarra  

for all those years suffering much persecution and imprisonment  

because he prayed?
3
 The caliphs too prayed; so it was not prayer that upset  

                                                 
1 This relates to Mamun, the son of Harun ar-Rashid and Abbasid caliph from 813-833 CE  

who brought Imam Rida (a), the eight of the twelve Imams from the Prophetôs Progeny, from  

Medina to Khorasan. 
2 Khorasan: a province in the north-eastern part of Iran. 
3 Imam Hasan al-Askari (845-872 CE): the eleventh Imam from the Prophetôs Progeny, spent  

most of his life in the prisons of the Abbasid caliphs, al-Muhtadi, al-Mutaz and al-Mutamid.   

Imam al-Askari was at times incarcerated and at others kept in close confinement in his home  

in Samarra under the watchful eye of the caliph.  It is for this reason that he and his father are  

known as the askarin because their house was constantly surrounded by the soldiers (Arabic =  

askarun) of the Abbasid government. 
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them.  Was it because the Imams were the descendants of the Prophet? No,  

for if the descendants of the Prophet had sat at home and had had nothing to  

do with the affairs of the people, then the rulers would not have bothered  

them so. It was the Imams who encouraged the people to rise up against the  

illegitimate regimes, and if they seemingly disapproved when one of the Bani  

Hashim rose up against the ruling powers, they did so out of fear for their  

religion (for they knew that were their role in the affair discovered they  

would be destroyed;) otherwise it was they who instigated the revolts. The  

Imams prayed for Zayd and others like him who rose up against the caliphs  

and the powerful elite.
1
 The clergy have always opposed the ruling powerful  

elite, and if you find examples of instances when this was not the case and  

they joined the service of the government or were corrupt, then this has  

nothing to do with Islam; they did not belong to this school. Sometimes,  

however, circumstances were such that even the true clergymen of Islam did  

not deem it wise to act. 

 

Smashing the barriers and plundering  

So, by dint of their propaganda, the imperialists have succeeded in  

smashing these two barriers which the Muslims possessed. They distanced  

the people from the realities of Islam and made them dissociate themselves  

from the progressive clerics, so that they could achieve their aims. They  

created the propaganda and when these barriers were smashed, they came  

freely and took the oil; nobody could say a word, and nobody did! They  

reshaped our culture making it into an imperialist one, not one that was  

independent. Even now our educational system is not the independent one for  

which the minds of the nation had planned.   

                                                 
1 Zayd ibn Al i (d. 740 CE) was the son of Imam as-Sajjad the fourth Imam and a  

contemporary of Hisham ibn Abd al-Malik, the Umayyad caliph from 724-743 CE. He was a  

great man, erudite and pious.  He rose up to rectify the affairs of the Muslims and to remove  

heresy. However, at the very inception of his revolt, he was killed by the Umayyad forces.  In  

his uprising, he never claimed to be an Imam and he openly acknowledged the imamate of his  

brother Ima -Baqir and the latterôs son Imam as-Sadiq. Zayd was held in such  

high esteem that in some of the traditions he is given the title of martyrô. Because of his  

familiarity with and constant recitation of the Quran, he became known as the ally of the  

Quranô. Imam as-Sadiq said about this martyr: ñMay God have mercy upon my uncleôs soul.  

His revolt constituted nothing other than following the path laid down by his forefathers, and I  

would have liked to have done what he did.  His companions who were martyred with him  

have now joined the martyrs of Karbala.ò Khwarazmi, Maqtal al-Husayn, vol. 2, p. 120.  The  

other Imams also prayed for Zayd and supported his uprising, however, Zayd and his  

followers were condemned by the reactionaries because according to them they had started a  

conflict with the heads of the Umayyads without permission. 
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They [imperialists] are still interfering; they do not allow our educational  

system to produce good doctors or good politicians. The politicians that their  

imperialist culture spawns are those who are of benefit to them. This is what  

has happened to our education! Unfortunately, I do not have the time now to  

go into further detail. So they broke these barriers and came freely and began  

plundering the wealth of the Muslims. You all know the extent to which they  

are plundering the oil of Iran. They are taking so much of our oil that  

reserves will soon run dry. They extract our oil from the ground and take it  

back to their own countries where they store it for themselves because they  

fear that one day someone may stop them from exploiting our reserves in this  

way. From the time of Rida Shah, may God punish him severely, until the  

present day, Iran has suffered under a government which has handed over the  

whole of the countryôs dignity and respect to the oil-devourers on a silver  

platter.   

 

The process of land reforms 

Look at the state of our economy; you will see that in the name of land  

reformsô
1
ðan idea of the Americansðour agrarian economy has been totally  

disrupted. These land reforms brought such disaster upon us. Our agriculture  

was completely destroyed. Our country once had a thriving agrarian  

economy, the produce of its Azerbaijan province or its Khorasan province  

alone could meet the needs of the whole nation, but now agricultural  

production is only sufficient to meet domestic demand for the most thirty- 

three days of the year!  So what does the regime do to satisfy demand for the  

rest of the year? It imports from abroad. The Shah and his regime have  

turned Iran into a consumer market for American goods! The Americans  

                                                 
1 Land Reform was one of the main principles of neo-colonialism, which was urged on all the countries under the dominance 

of colonialism, from Latin America to Asia and Africa, and was implemented by the governments of these countries in a 

very similar manner. In 1962 (1342 AHS), the Shah launched the land reform program as the first tenet of his six-point 

White Revolution,ô later renamed the Shah-People Revolution.ô  This Revolutionô was not a revolution at all, rather it was 

put into effect on the one hand to win the confidence of American capitalism; to show his approval of and cooperation with 

the new strategy; and to open a new market for the Western economy, and on the other to curb internal discontent and 

actually prevent a revolution! The reform program, which was dependent on foreign, especially American investment, 

dragged the Iranian agrarian economy into bankruptcy, such that a few years after its implementation the country had been 

changed from a wheat exporter to a major wheat importer.  In addition, as a result of the migration of villagers into the towns 

and cities and their attraction as a cheap work force to the industries and the service sector, over a period of eleven years 

from 1966-1977 [1345-56 AHS], 20,000 Iranian villages became uninhabited! 
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produce a surplus of goods, which they either burn or throw into the sea.   

Now, however, they give it to us and in return take money or oil for it! The  

destruction of our agriculture was one aspect of their reforms that resulted in  

our country being turned into a consumer market for American surplus  

goods.  

Another damaging effect of the land reforms was that it led to mass  

migration of the villagers into the towns. When these villagersðwhom  

initially he had said had been taken from their peasant status and were now  

on a par with the landownersðlost their land, they swarmed into the towns  

and cities, into Tehran in particular. They settled in areas around Tehran  

where they now live with their families in hovels, in tents or mud houses.   

They live at subsistence level and suffer many hardships. They have neither  

electricity nor water, and there is no asphalt on the roads. They live in pits, in  

large holes in the ground, and in order to obtain a jugful of water for their  

children, the poor women, even in the middle of a biting winter, have to take  

their jugs and climb up scores of steps, perhaps a hundred, out of this pit until  

they reach a water tap, and then climb back down again. This is how these  

big farmers that they claim to have created now live and this is the state of  

their great civilizationô!
1
 Our agriculture is now totally paralyzed; we no  

longer have any agriculture. Where will it all end?   

 

Oil and a base for America 

They give our oil to America and what do they get in return? I have  

spoken about this before, but I feel I must repeat myself every day so that  

someone who is not aware of the situation may hear my words. They give  

our oil to America and they get weapons in return. What kind of weapons?   

Weapons that Iran is unable to use, our army doesnôt know how to use them,  

so why does the government get these weapons for us? It does this in order to  

build bases for the Americans in the country. Do not suppose that the  

Americans pay for the oil they take from us with money. They devour our oil  

and in return they give us arms, arms which have no equal, not even in  

France. But do they give them to us for Iran to use? No, they create bases for  

themselves with them. They not only take the oil, they take that which they  

give in exchange for it as well! 

 

                                                 
1 Great Civilization: ñToward the Great Civilizationò is the title of a book compiled by  

da Shah. In the said book, the deposed Iranian monarch had made unrealistic  

claims regarding Iranôs having obtained new technology and the countryôs stepping into the  

new industrial age. 
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The plundering of oil and destruction of Iran 

da, 

 has committed against Islam and Muslims. You and I cannot yet find out  

about everything he has done, when he dies or falls from power and leaves  

our country, then we will discover just what he has done, most certainly  

some people have recorded what took place during his rule and when these  

historical accounts are made available, then we will come to understand just  

what he did to this country. He tells us that our oil reserves will be exhausted  

in thirty yearsô time and then we will have to think of ways to use solar  

energy! Someone who does not even know what to do with an oil lamp now  

wants to use solar energy! And why is this oil of ours going to finish?   

Because it is being carried off through huge pipes which, according to those  

who saw them twenty years ago, are large enough for a man to walk into;  

perhaps by now they are even bigger. In return, arms come into the country  

for the (American) bases! If an end could be brought to the thievery of the  

Shah and his relatives, and the oil were exported and sold in a correct  

manner, that is, only as much as was needed to satisfy the needs of Iran and  

administer the country being sold, then we may have oil for maybe the next  

two hundred years. The Shah says our oil will finish, but who is finishing it?   

He is! Then what will we do? The nationôs oil is finishing, as he says, its  

agriculture has been destroyed, so what are we to do? What does the future  

hold for this weak nation? He answers by saying: ñWe will become  

industrialized!ò But do not be deceived by this. What is happening to our  

country is not industrialization. The creation of a steel mill does not  

constitute industrialization; it is not being established for the good of the  

nation; it is being built to allow the Russians to make a base here, so that they  

can facilitate the entry of their agents into the country and their activities  

here! They take our gas and the others take our oil. Soon there will be no gas,  

no oil, no agriculture, nothing. Then what will this nation do? The Shah once  

said that if he had to leave Iran he would turn it into a heap of rubble first.   

He has already done this, and if he stays heôll make things even worse. If he  

leaves then itôs still possible for some true-hearted, upright people to take  

over and save our oil reserves, to preserve them so they remain for us and to  

correct the state of our agriculture. If he finishes his ruining of the country  

and then gets out, even this is to our advantage and is better than if he  

remains. 
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Our opinion on the manifestations of civilization 

This is why we are shouting so, not because we do not want the  

manifestations of civilization. He accuses the akhunds of being opposed to  

civilization, of wanting to ride around on donkeys. What can one say to such  

a person? We are shouting out that we accept all the manifestations of  

civilization, but do these include the present actions of the martial-law  

government? Over the past few days, our young children, eight- and nine- 

year old girls have been killed. The government agents have shed the blood  

of the youth in the senior high-schools and the universities, they have  

committed so many crimes that the students are constantly on strike. Now the  

regime has turned its attention to the primary school children! Now it is these  

young children who are being killed. This is how the Shah hopes to destroy  

us, he hopes to slay the nation and then leave. 

 

American agents for slaughtering the masses 

We are crying out that this nation should be in control of its own wealth;  

it should administer its own affairs. We do not want ñadvisersò from  

America! The budget that is allocated to these sixty thousand advisers is so  

great that you and I cannot imagine it. Do not use the countryôs budget to  

finance military advisers. It is truly amazing; they create bases for them here;  

they bring in the military advisers and then the nation has to pay the cost!  

The nation gives its oil in exchange for military bases! Just think about it for  

a moment, the Americans send us weapons that are of no use at all to Iran  

and never will be, they are only good for use in a war between two  

superpowers. These weapons are not sent for our use, Iran doesnôt need such  

weapons; machine-guns and the like are all that this regime needs to see to its  

domestic affairs! Our country does not want to embark on a war. Can we  

fight Russia or America? No, we can only fight with the bazaar merchants in  

Tehran; so machine-guns are all we need! We can only fight with the  

university students! And we have now reached the stage where we are  

fighting with the primary school children as well, with eight- and nine-year  

olds! Just yesterday or the day before I was informed that the regime had  

once again sent its agents to a primary school where they beat up the small  

children, crippling some of them. Machine-guns are sufficient for slaying our  

own countrymen; we do not need these other weapons! These weapons that  

are brought into the country are not for us; they are for someone else,  

someone who knows how to use them and has use for them; theyôre here for  

the Americans! We give them our oil and in return build bases for them! We  

use the money they pay for our oil to build these bases and buy weaponry to  
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equip them, and then we bring in their military advisers to operate these  

weapons and pay them for doing this! This is what this regime is doing; it has  

reduced the country to a state of ruin. Your country is being destroyed! 

 

Assisting the revolutionaries and exposition against the taghuts  

Gentlemen, our fellow-countrymen have now risen up. We are duty- 

bound to help them as much as we can. Your number runs into the thousands;  

if each of you informs only ten of your European friends and acquaintances  

of the situation in Iran, then you will have made thousands of people aware  

of the truth, for the Western newspapers have not painted a true picture of  

events in Iran. They receive hundreds of millions of dollars from this man for  

propaganda purposes, so they portray the situation in Iran in a bad light.  You  

are Iranians; you should explain to these European people just what exactly  

is happening in Iran, what problems the people there face.  If you are able,  

write about it in newspapers or magazines. We should not be indifferent  

toward a nation which is giving its youth, which is sacrificing lives for a  

cause which is yours too. Tomorrow is the fortieth day after the massacre on  

Black Friday.
1
 I do not know what disasters lie in store for the nation. The  

people have arisen, they are sacrificing lives, seven- and eight-year old  

children have arisen with them and are shouting ñDeath to this Pahlavi  

monarchyò are slain. Demonstrations are held and people are slain.   

Tomorrow the children will be in the streets again voicing their opposition.   

Iran has risen up and we have a duty to help our fellow-countrymen. We  

should not be apathetic; we should speak to people and write about what is  

happening in Iran and publish what we write. We should inform the world of  

this disaster which has befallen our nation. It is now time for prayer. May  

God protect you all and may you all be successful. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The Iranian nation named as ñBlack Fridayò Shahrivar 17, 1357 AHS [September 8, 1978]  

when large numbers of innocent demonstrators were massacred at the Zhaleh Square (now  

Martyrsô Square).  
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Message 
  
Date: October 16, 1978 [Mehr 24, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 13, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Possible migration to Syria  

Addressee: Jalal ad-Din Farsi
1
 

 

  

In His Most Exalted Name 

  

            Monday, Dhul-Qadah 13, 1398 AH 

 

After extending my greetings, [let me acknowledge that] your kind letter  

has been received, and I hope for your good health and success. Regarding  

the issue of your concern, I have decided to reside in Syria if possible; and  

one of these days a friend is supposed to come to discuss the matter and to  

negotiate the case; he may meet and consult with you, also. About Lebanon,  

there are some preventive measures to be taken, and I will not go there unless  

I have to. Thank you for your kindness and may God take things in His  

hands. May Godôs peace, mercy and blessings be upon you. 

  

Ru ullah al-Musawi al-Khomeini 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Jalal ad-Din Farsi was born in 1933 in the city of Mashhad. He started his collaborations  

with Dr. Bahonar, Rajai and Dr. Beheshti from 1965 to 1968 so as to bring organization and  

political maturity to Imam Khomeiniôs movement. In line with these objectives, he contributed  

to the growth of the movement by publishing many valuable revolutionary pieces from 1961  

to 1970. Imam Khomeini appointed him as his own representative to cooperate with the  

Palestinian Al-Fata al ad-Din Farsi actively occupied  

different political positions. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 16, 1978 [Mehr 24, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 13, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The comprehensiveness of Islam 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful] 

 

Correlation between knowledge and action; incarnation of actions 

The action we are now taking is for the benefit of society, it is to enable  

our young and our society in general to develop.  This deed is a spiritual  

deed; it is a sacred deed which will become manifest in the next world; there  

you will actually see the true manifestations of all your deeds, manifestations  

which are presently beyond our visioné The next world will reflect  

whatever is here in this world. Just as a sound echoes and reverberates when  

made here in this life, so too whatever deeds we perform here will be  

reflected there in the next world.  We will realize the truth of our deeds once  

we have departed from this world; only then shall we truly see them for what  

they are. The Holy Quran states: ñSo, he who has done an atomôs weight of  

good shall see it.ò
1
 That is, whosoever performs a good deed here (in this  

life) will be confronted by that same good deed there (in the Hereafter).  

There, in the next world, this good deed will appear in pleasant forms; it will  

appear in forms which befit the deed itself. And after manôs death, it will  

accompany him right until the very end. ñAnd he who has done an atomôs  

weight of evil shall see it.ò
2
 Whoever does evil, no matter how great, no  

matter how small, he too will see this deed in the next world. He will see its  

true manifestation there. Indeed, Heaven and Hell will be created from my  

deeds and yours.  Our deeds are the essential ingredients of Heaven and Hell. 

Therefore, do not waste this life. God, the Blessed and Exalted, has given  

this precious life to you so that you may make the most of it and do good  

while you are here in this world.  God has provided you with guidance so  

that you may perform good deedsðdeeds which benefit the society and  

which benefit you yourselves. And this He has done because He knows and  

is aware of the actual truth, that being that one will be confronted by  

whatever deeds one has performed here, in the next world. Just as the effect  

                                                 
1 Surah az-Zilzalah 99:7. 
2 Surah az-Zilzalah 99:8. 
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of medicines or poisonous substances consumed by man can be seen here in  

this world, so too the effect of a deed performed here will be tangible and  

visible there in the next world where it will assume the form of the deed  

itself. Indeed, there man will see his true self. Thus, reason dictates that  

during his brief stay in this world man ought not to waste his life, he ought  

not to allow it to be used in the path of evil whereby it becomes a weight  

around his neck. Instead he should put it to good use. Any good deed which  

you may perform here, God willing, is for your own benefit and for the  

benefit of the society in which you live. It will reappear to you there in the  

next world, God willing. 

 

The necessity of not putting off worship and embracing the opportunity of youth 

However, do not defer the performance of good deeds until the time  

when your life is drawing to an end.  This intention is an illusion which man  

may well entertain but which is in fact one of those evil fallacies which  

merely prevent one from doing good, whereby one tells oneself that one is  

still young, that one is in the prime of oneôs life and so must make the most  

of oneôs youth; that one is to let his passions run wild and is to commit  

wrongdoingsðthat one is to go ahead and commit those ugly deeds one  

would like to commit, for God willing, one will be able to make amends at a  

later stage of oneôs life.  But if man does not begin to fight against his illicit  

passions and desires while still in his youthðagainst those passions, both  

healthy and unhealthy, which have never before been restrained in any  

wayðthen there is no way that he can make amends for his evil deeds at a  

later stage.  God forbid that you should at all give way to unhealthy desires;  

that you should allow yourselves to violate peopleôs rights or to encroach  

upon that which belongs to others. And God forbid that during your brief  

stay here (in this world)ða stay which is indeed short for us allðyou should  

spend these precious few days in the performance of evil deeds whose effect  

will never be lost but rather will prevail forever, to the end of time. While it  

is true that the doors to God-given bounties and blessings are open to you all  

and you are to freely make use of them, nevertheless, there must be a limit to  

how much you avail yourselves of them.  That is to say, the extent to which  

we make use of these blessings must be within the limits set by divine law.   

Whatever we do must conform to divine law if we are to attain true  

development.  
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The multidimensional laws of Islam  

Divine law is unlike these worldly laws. The latter have taken but one or  

two aspects of life into account and relate only to the life of this world. This  

is all these worldly laws constitute and are restricted to and even then there is  

no certainty that man has been able to determine all the various aspects  

involved enabling him to design laws for them all. However, the laws of God  

contain provisions for everything. Injunctions have even been laid down  

which pertain to the time prior to manôs conceptionðthe time when two  

people come together to conceive a child.  Consider a human being before  

being conceived by his parentsðin Godôs laws there are instructions  

regarding measures which are to be taken to ensure that the child to be born  

is healthy and morally upright. There are religious instructions which relate  

to the choosing of a partner: instructions concerning the kind of husband to  

be chosen for a woman and the kind of wife to be chosen for a man. And  

once married, Godôs laws stipulate certain duties that are incumbent upon  

both spouses during their marital stateðduties which have been stipulated so  

that the awaited offspring may develop into a morally upright and virtuous  

human being. There are injunctions which pertain to that very moment when  

a clot of blood is about to turn into an embryo; there are certain rules which  

are to be observed here. And this is all to enable the correct development of  

the fetus. Again, there are also rules with regard to a motherôs pregnancy.   

Divine laws contain provisions which relate to the moment a child is born  

into the world and which concern how a newborn baby is to be reared; how  

the mother should relate to her child; and the responsibilities she has toward  

it. As the child grows the mother and fatherôs responsibilities toward it  

increase, and the parents have a duty to bring this child up to the best of their  

ability. Then the stage is reached where the type of training given to a child  

is no longer to be solely parental in nature but must become essentially  

instructive; and again there are religious rules which apply to each of these  

stages and yet further laws which apply to the time when a child reaches an  

independent age. Indeed, Islam has provided laws for each stage of manôs  

development. It has laws which apply to the time of manôs death and laws  

which pertain even to the stage after death. Yes, while still here in this life,  

Islam has even provided us with laws which pertain to the next life. The laws  

of God, unlike these mundane, man-made laws which can see no further than  

this material realm, have also taken the spiritual realm into account, and  

hence contain provisions which relate to that realm. All of Godôs prophets  

(a) have come to teach man how to develop in every way.  No one other  

than the prophets is capable of teaching man how to develop in every  
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dimension. Even if one succeeded in rearing a virtuous human being, a  

person who was morally upright, this training would only be designed for the  

life of this world.  It would only teach one how to live in this world, how to  

lead a virtuous life here and so on. It could do no more than this since the  

second state of being which follows the life in this world is beyond manôs  

reach and therefore he is unable to provide his child with the training needed  

for that later state. This responsibility lies solely with the prophets; and no  

one other than the prophets is capable of performing this function. The  

prophets have left teachings which refer to the temporal aspects of manôs  

existence; they have provided instructions and laid down laws in this respect.  

And again, they have instructed man in the spiritual aspects of his being and  

in those aspects which concern the next life, thus laying down numerous  

injunctions and guidelines to this end. 

 

Life, a divine trust in the way of Allah 

You who are still young, who are still blessed with the gift of youth,  

should try to be of some significance here in this life. You who are yet  

students should endeavor to be persons who have a positive effect on this  

life. You should try to be beneficial; you should try to benefit your brothers  

(in Islam); and to be of benefit to yourselves, your society, your nation and  

your country. Try not to waste your lives whereby you lose this chance, for  

when you have reached my age you will then realize that you can no longer  

make up for the past. Make the decision now to do something worthwhile  

with your lives, for things such as infirmity and illness which come to you  

later in life, prevent you from being able to do anything anymore. Use this  

God-given strength that you now possess in the way of God. This strength  

has been entrusted to you by God, so use it in His path.  To use this strength  

in Godôs path means using it for the benefit of society, for the benefit of an  

Islamic country. It means using it to strengthen Islam, to drive out the  

enemies of Islam, and to force the retreat of these people who have come to  

our country and are infringing upon the rights of the Muslims and depleting  

the state treasuries of the Muslims. 

 

Reform for the two worlds 

In addition, pay due attention to all of those religious rules, practices and  

so on which have been laid down with a view to your life in the next world.   

Work toward (reforming the self) both for this life and for the Hereafter.   

God forbid that you should expend all of your energy on satisfying illicit  

desires. Do not let your energy go to waste. Do not expend your time and  
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energy on this world alone; but instead, benefit both from this world and  

from the next. Islam, unlike Christianity, does not tell one to sit on the  

sidelines and to remain inactive; and even then I wonder whether this is  

actually something which has been said by Jesus (a) himself, or whether it  

has in fact been said by some akhunds who have then attributed such a  

statement to him. Again, I cannot see how the teachings of Jesus would be  

such that they would, for example, teach this mankind whom God has put on  

this earth and on whom He has bestowed many blessings, to deprive himself  

of these blessings. Surely this cannot be the case. Jesus (a), this great  

prophet of God, would never teach someone to turn the other cheek were he  

to be struck by an oppressor! Indeed, these are the words of Satan and not  

Jesus.
1
 Jesus, the great prophet, is a true human being in every sense of the  

word. It is their akhunds who claim to follow in his path, their priests who  

have invented such words. And even then do not be mistaken in thinking that  

they actually practice what they preach, for indeed they do not. Instead they  

tell their fellow-believers to practice it!  This is surely not what Jesus taught.  

 

The blending of moral and social laws in Islam 

However, regardless of what Christianity supposedly espouses, that  

which Islam advocates is unambiguously clear. Its injunctions are plain for  

all to see.  Islam contains certain injunctions with regard to war. The Quran  

repeatedly discusses engaging in battle with the infidels and the corrupt.  So  

draw your swords and cut down these harmful weedsðthese people who  

want to lead mankind into corruption and these who have pounced on the  

people. Yes, you are either to draw your swords and rid the earth of those  

who behave in this way, or you are to pull them back into line. If possible, do  

the latter; but if not, then get rid of them for otherwise you may one day find  

that one such corrupt being has caused a whole society to become corrupt.  

Islam and the Quran contain many verses in regard to war and peace. They  

speak both of training the mind and the body. Everything can be found in the  

Quran. The Quran abounds with all of those issues needed to meet manôs  

requirements. That is to say, man is a creature with many needs; needs which  

possess different dimensions. It is not a case of him having one type of need  

only.  In the animal kingdom needs are purely physical; animals have no  

needs other than those on a physical plane. Hence, those who call on us to  

                                                 
1 In the Gospel of Saint Matthew 5:38-40 it reads: You have heard it said an eye for an eye  

and a tooth for a tooth, but I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite  

thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also, and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid  

not to take thy coat also. 
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believe that this worldly existence is the be all and end all, are therefore in  

fact calling on us to be like animals! They tell a nation
1
 of one billion people  

that they are simply to eat and sleep as do animals; that you are to do no  

more than this. But this is a mistake. Man is not like an animal. Man  

possesses intellect; he possesses other capabilities and powersðpowers  

which must be put to some use. Yes, Islam concerns itself with spirituality,  

but it also concerns itself with this temporal world, just like those who  

concentrate on the affairs of this world. Islam concentrates on a healthy  

world; however, it is not a world in which peopleôs possessions are  

appropriated and their lives and property usurped. No, Islam forbids such  

things. As for healthy desires and pastimes however, Islam and the Quran  

have in no way prevented these. That which Islam does forbid and which it  

opposes is that which leads people toward illicit desires. 

 

Opposition to corruption 

If those in the clergy sometimes voice discontent and opposition toward  

the cinema, it is because these cinemas which are now widespread  

throughout Iran are there to corrupt the younger generation.  After having  

frequented this kind of cinema over a period of time, these youngsters  

become corrupted.  This is the sort of thing that we are against. Were the  

cinema to be morally and intellectually instructive then who would oppose  

it?  But the fact is that we can see that our entire country, from its cinemas to  

its schools, is serving imperialism.  That is, these institutions have been  

brought into our country from abroad; they have been brought to us as  

ñgiftsòðgifts which will corrupt our youth in every way.  Indeed, should the  

mosque one day turn into one such institution, an institution which enjoins  

evil, then we would even close the doors to the mosque. In fact the Holy  

Prophet (s)
2
 once destroyed a mosqueðthe ñMosque of Destructionò [Masjid  

ad- ar] Mosque, which had been built as a place from where to oppose  

the Prophet and from where immoral teachings and the like were propagated.   

The Prophet (s) ordered for this mosque to be destroyed.
3
 Similarly, if there  

                                                 
1 It refers to China whose population was estimated to be one billion people at the time of this speech. 
2 The abbreviation, ñsò, stands for the Arabic invocative phrase, sallallahu alayhi wa alihi wa  

sallam [may Godôs salutation and peace be upon him and his progeny], which is used after the  

s). 
3 This occurred when the Prophet (s) had returned from battle against the infidels of Tabuk.  

The munafiqin (hypocrites) approached the Prophet and told him that they had built a mosque  

to where people could go on cold and rainy nights and where the sick could find shelter. They  

then requested that the Prophet take part in a congregational prayer which was to be held in  

their mosque. The Prophet said that he would reply to this request on his return from Tabuk;  

and having returned, he ordered for the mosque in question to be demolished.  Subsequently  

the following holy verse was revealed:  And those who built a masjid (mosque) to cause harm  

and for unbelief and to cause disunion among the believers . . . (Surah at-Tawbah 9:107). For  

further information, see commentary of the verse at http://www.al-islam.org/quran. 

http://www.al-islam.org/quran
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were a mosque which was injurious to society, and which was beyond  

reform, then we too would order for its destruction. It is not that we would  

only consider destroying the cinemas. Our opposition to the cinema is an  

opposition to that particular type of cinema which is in Iran today. It is not  

that we oppose the cinema in itself for we have nothing against the cinema as  

such. Indeed, if the cinema is an uncorrupted institution, if it is not used as a  

means of indoctrination, if it serves to educate the young and if there is  

freedom, then it is but another means of providing instruction and guidance;  

it is just like a school. The present situation in Iran, however, is an  

exceptional one. From the time these usurpers of oil entered Iran and  

conducted investigations about it and about other Eastern countries, thereby  

realizing the benefits to be gained thereðfor the East is rich in resources  

which are needed by the Westðthey launched their propaganda campaign  

and began to take other such measures to further their interests. Their aim  

was to lead us astray, to brainwash us with imperialist notions, to ensure that  

our minds did not develop correctly. They wanted to prevent us from  

developing, to prevent our schools from producing true human beings, from  

producing a single morally-upright human being. Whatever has been passed  

on to us by the West is harmful for our youth. And it is because these things  

are harmful that we oppose them and that any reasonable person should also  

oppose them. No one opposes something which is of benefit, something  

which helps to develop the mind and to improve the powers of reason. The  

fact is that these Western powers have sold their ideas to the East to enable  

them to take away our national assets. And they continue to do so even now.   

Even now they are taking away Iranôs assets; they are devouring them and  

almost . . . 

 

Necessity of cooperating with the Iranian movement 

As well as attending to self-edification, you, my good men, are to make  

the decision to join and co-operate with the nation of Iranðwith these people  

who have now risen up and who have embarked upon this great movement  

for the sake of Islam and mankind. You are to help as much as you can.   

Each of you, wherever you may be, should help as much as possible. As  

fellow human beings we must do what we can to assist this weak nation  
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which has risen up for your sakes and for the sake of us all, so that, God  

willing, this element of corruption may be removed, the hands of those who  

are destroying our every possession and are plundering our every reserve  

may be severed, and instead these things may remain for you to do with as  

you see fit. This is all that we argue. Let the papers go ahead and write  

whatever they like. When they write of the akhunds wanting to take the  

people back to the age of barbarism, this is nothing but propaganda which is  

put across to make the usurpation of oil possible. So beware, for all of these  

measures have been taken with a view to usurping our oil and devouring the  

resources in the East. To the Americans and to the Russiansðto these two  

countries, one of which is taking away our oil and the other our gasðwe say:   

ñWe want you to desist from taking these resources away. We want these  

resources to belong to us. We want this Pahlavi dynasty, which is serving  

you and betraying us, to be no more. We want someone; we ourselves have  

chosen to rule us;ò although our present rulers in fact tell their newspapers to  

write the contrary. I pray that you may all be successful; that you may all  

receive Godôs assistance; and that God willing, you may serve Islam. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 16, 1978 [Mehr 24, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 13, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Monarchy is synonymous with dictatorship 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful] 

 

Failure and inability of the Shah and Iran to calm the situation 

. . . However, I am living somewhere that my visitors have to remain  

standing; they are standing. . . and there is not sufficient space for them to be  

received hospitably.
1
  I apologize for this. Please feel at home here. May you  

all prove to be assets to your community wherever you may be. Indeed, our  

society will need certain people to help run the country; it will need them to  

fi ll positions in government and administration and in areas of even more  

importance. Iran is still in a state of turmoil. America does not have what it  

takes to keep the country under control; and as for the Shah, he also is unable  

to bring calm to the country. None of these powers or forces can calm the  

people down. Even if they decided to allow a military figure to rule the  

country or agreed to a coup dôétat whereby some ruthless military officer  

came to power, they still would not be able to calm the situation in Iran. A  

nation cannot be silenced at bayonet-point and told that it must remain  

repressed forever. Such a situation can only last for so long; it cannot  

continue indefinitely.  

 

The country is opposed to the principle of monarchy 

And now it looks as though this state of repression which has reigned in  

Iran for the past fifty years has now reached the end of its term, because the  

Iranian nation of today is no longer the nation it was twenty years ago. Now,  

the nation of Iran is one which is awake and one in which all social classes  

have risen up in opposition both to this dynastyôs sovereign rule and to the  

idea of monarchism. The basic principles of monarchy are something which  

made no sense from the very start. They have never made sense, since  

monarchy is synonymous with oppression, brutality and dictatorship; and  

                                                 
1 Imam spoke to his audience beneath a fifty-square-meter awning which had been erected in  

the yard of his residence at Neauphle-le-Château, but due to a lack of space many people  

actually remained standing out in the cold, open air. 
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that goes for all countries both large and small. No matter which past  

monarchy one may consider . . . one sees that it has mainly entailed these  

elements of tyranny and dictatorship. This is not something, which is  

exclusive to Iran and to Iranian kings, for others, such as the emperors and  

tsars of Russia have in fact been worse than the kings of Iran.   

 

Claimants of justice and democracy 

Even though many foreign countries have now become republican states,  

these factors still prevail but they appear in another guise.   

Do not be mistaken in thinking that some country or other is now  

governed on the basis of justice, for this is not the case. Take America for  

example; this is one of those large countries, which is now governed as a  

republic.  It is a country which has signed the Declaration of Human Rights  

and which loudly advocates these rights, speaking up for peopleôs freedom  

and so on; and yet it is a country where true freedom and justice do not  

prevail. The situation is one whereby the President there does not in fact  

exert a great deal of force within his own country, but instead he governs as a  

dictator in other countries such as ours. America and the like have installed  

their agents in countries like our ownðcountries, which are under their  

dominationðand they continue to offer these agents their support, endorsing  

their acts of murder and condoning those criminal and treacherous acts,  

which these agents have committed for the sake of their masters. Not one of  

these existing forms of government, be it republican, monarchical,  

constitutional or dictatorial, can be said to be a form of government which is  

just, a government which really improves peopleôs lives, which truly governs  

for the sake of the people and not for the superpowers or for themselves. No  

indeed, no such government presently exists.  But the government sought by  

us has these characteristic featuresðthat is, the government sought by us is  

an Islamic government. If one day, God willing, we are able to administer an  

Islamic government in these countries or in our own country of Iran, then  

everyone would see just what form a government should in fact take. They  

would see what the essential qualifications are for someone to become a  

rulerðqualifications which have carefully been specified in Islam. Should a  

ruler not fulfill these requirements then he will inevitably fall from power.  

There is no need for him to relinquish power or for him to be ousted from his  

position, for he will automatically fall from power eventually anyway.  

Nevertheless, the nation still has a duty to try its best to get rid of him. So  

much for the prerequisite qualities of a ruler; but when one considers a  
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nation, there are other issues involved . . . issues which concern human rights  

for example. 

 

Violation of human rights by the claimants of (preservation of) these rights 

These countries which boast about things such as human rights are in fact  

guilty of violating the rights of mankind more than anything else. All of these  

deadly weapons which have been the cause of warfare world-wide have in  

fact been made by these very countriesðcountries which have signed the  

Declaration of Human Rightsðcountries such as France, for example. Yes,  

the latter indeed signed this Declaration, but just look at what it did in  

Algeria;
1
 and even now, given the chance, it will continue to engage in such  

acts. The same goes for America and the Soviet Union too. They are all busy  

plundering the people; devouring that which belongs to the people. They do  

so under different guises, howeverðguises which serve to deceive the  

people. Hence, people are convinced, for example, that the government of the  

Soviet Union is now one, which truly serves the people; that it is  

ñcommunistò in the true sense of the word; and that it serves the popular  

masses. On closer inspection however, one sees that this is not in fact the  

case, and that this ñcommunistò state is even more brutal and oppressive than  

other countries; that people are treated with more contempt there than they  

are elsewhere.
2
 One of its leaders

3
 once said that the amount of work done by  

                                                 
1 In 1830, France dispatched troops to Algeria with a view to conquering this country, but in  

so doing it met with resistance from the Algerian people. The leader of this resistance, Amir  

Abd al-Qadir al-Jazayiri, engaged in a prolonged battle against the French, and following  

seventeen years of fighting and conflict was eventually defeated and captured by his French  

opponents. In 1847, having occupied a large area of Algeria, the French actually colonized the  

country; and by the beginning of the twentieth century the whole of Algeria lay under French  

control. Following a prolonged period of resistance by the Algerian people, in 1959 De Gaulle  

eventually gave them political autonomy. Since the Algerian combatants sought complete  

independence however, they continued in their struggle against the French until 1962 when De  

Gaulle was forced to sign a peace pact which granted full independence to Algeria.  

Nevertheless, the French military command was deeply disappointed by the signed agreement  

and thus took measures to stir up internal strife in Algeria. At the end of the day, the Algerian  

revolution left one million Algerians deadðAlgerians who had been killed by the French. 
2 Stalin believed in the motto: ñThe dead are still.ò  Anyone was likely to have heard Stalin  

say the words, ñWe shall shoot you down,ò for he believed this to be the solution to all  

problems. Lenin was no different. During the Red Terrorismô campaign which was a  

campaign carried out on Leninôs orders to counteract White Terrorism,ô a series of mass  

executions were held, those executed having no recourse to any kind of trial. It is said that  

within a few minutes Lenin once recalled and prepared a long list of the names of suspected  

opponents of the revolution who were to be sentenced to death, to which list he then gave his  

signature! Refer to the book, Kajraheh an Tabari, the former theorist of the Tudeh Party  

in Iran. 
3 Lenin. 
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the people in his country ought to be measured against the amount of food  

they consumed, and that should someoneôs output be found to be less than  

their consumption, then that person ought to be thrown into the sea! Yes, this  

is the kind of conviction held by these so-called ñlovers of mankind.ò 
 

They are deceiving us 

All this talk of human rights, etc. is nothing other than their use of  

different guises to deceive us.  It is nothing but a game. They want to fool the  

people in the East with these different ideologies of theirs. And indeed, we in  

turn have been taken in by this trick. Similarly, we have become so  

infatuated with the West, so ñxenomaniacò
1
 as someone once put it, that we  

do not even bother to ask ourselves exactly what is so special about this  

ñWestò that everyone raves about; they have even robbed us of the ability to  

give this matter thought. They do not even allow us to consider what those in  

the West are actually doing to mankind, or what they have already done to it.  

Yes, they have achieved progress, but this has been a deadly progress, a  

progress that is leading to manôs annihilation. 
 

What we want is a just government and one that will serve (us) 

Therefore, that which we seek is a just system of rule, a just regime and a  

just ruling body; one which can be trusted by the people and which will serve  

the society; one which will not embezzle public funds and which will not  

swindle the State treasury. And indeed, should such a government be  

established in Iran for exampleða country possessing massive reserves, only  

one of which is oilðand should the present thieving be stopped, and an end  

be put to the present squandering and treachery, then it may be possible for  

our country to be run on its oil alone. Furthermore, there would be no need to  

extract oil on the same present-day scale; a reasonable amount could be  

extracted, a reasonable amount could be sold, and a reasonable amount could  

be consumed. Yes, Iran possesses various reserves, but they are devouring  

                                                 
1 Xenomaniacs: those infatuated with foreign and especially Western models of culture. This is a translation of a Persian 

term, gharbzadeh-ha, popularized by Jalal Al-  1969) in his book Gharbzadegi (ñXenomaniaò). See its English 

translation, R. Campbell (trans.) and Hamid Algar (ed. and anno.), Occidentosis: A Plague from the West (Berkeley: Al-

Mizan Press, 1984). He was a writer of great influence and Imam Khomeini was acquainted with his work. See the 

commemorative supplement on Jalal Al- Jumhuri-ye Islami, Shahrivar 20, 1359 AHS 

[September 11, 1980], p. 10. 
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them, they are plundering them. And eventually revenues will dwindle away  

for they are using whatever there is now for themselves. 

 

Iran a country up in arms 

However, be that as it may, the fact remains that Iran is now a country  

that is up in arms. I am concerned about what might happen, and I only hope  

that today, which is the fortieth day following the events of Black Friday, we  

do not witness further killings thereby necessitating the holding of another  

fortieth-day memorial ceremony. God willing this will not be the case. Now  

in Iran they are . . . ruling by the bayonet. The country is being governed at  

the point of a bayonet, but the people are not yielding to this iron-fisted rule.  

That is, they have risen up in revolt out of utter despair at these injustices that  

have been committed against them. They have now decided to risk their lives  

and have entered the battlefield, small children and old men alike.  Now they  

are all crying out:  ñDeath to this Shah,ò and ñDeath to this monarchy!ò This  

uprising, which is a popular, mass uprising, and which constitutes a  

referendum on the illegitimacy of monarchical rule, is something which  

cannot be silenced by use of the bayonet. It is a matter which requires a  

remedy. These different regimes, these various Prime Ministers who come  

and go one after another, cannot provide this remedy; and nor can any  

military figure. It is the Shah alone who can provide the remedy - that being  

for him to get up and leave.  If he leaves Iran the country will rest content; it  

will be governed in a better way. However, the Americans believe their  

interests to lie in his hands, and since he is the best servant they have, they  

give him their backing. The fact that America has so far not been able to . . .  

if it were not to support him (the Shah) the nation would get rid of him much  

sooner. 

 

Necessity of revealing Shahôs crimes and clarification of the revolution abroad 

In any event, those of us who are here have a duty to fulfill and that  

includes all of you gentlemen, regardless of where you reside. Our  

consciences, our religious law and reason all dictate that we help those  

Iranians whose blood is being spilled; those who are sacrificing the lives of  

their children. We are to help by disseminating information. Wherever you  

may be, each one of you can communicate with a certain number of people  

there and can explain to them about what has happened in Iran. Make it clear  

just what the people of Iran actually want. The Iranian people do not want  

their country to be in a state of unrest and turmoil; they want peace and  
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tranquility. But there is no chance of this while this dynasty remains.   

Therefore, the people want this dynasty which has betrayed them to exist no  

more. This is what you must explain in order to enlighten the people. If  

possible, you can then get what you have to say printed in these magazines  

and newspapers that are published here (abroad). This is the sort of assistance  

you can give over here. As for the helpless people in Iran, they are under  

extreme pressure. Every day conflict arises somewhere or other; killings take  

place; an explosive situation breaks out; and it is they who are on the  

receiving end. You are not on the receiving end in that sense, but  

nevertheless you are still to bear their suffering firmly in mind so that you  

may do your utmost for the people of your nation. The latter have risen up  

for your sakes and you in return must do your part by propagating the Iranian  

nationôs cause for their sakes. Do whatever is in your power to help. May  

God preserve you and may you be successful. 
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Message 
 
Date: October 17, 1978 [Mehr 25, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 14, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Demanding the youth to pay respect to the religious reference authorities  

[maraji at-taqlid]
1
 and the clergy 

Addressees: The religious reference authorities and clergy of Iran 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

  

To the esteemed religious authorities and leaders of Islam, may their  

blessings last long: 

After offering you salutations, [please be apprised that] some telegrams  

were received from Iran; however, we were informed that there have been  

more, but as usual, they have not been delivered. Hence, I thank you  

respectable gentlemen for your kindness, and hope that you will deliver my  

appreciations to my brothers in any class and rank. 

It is necessary to take this opportunity to ask the younger generation to  

pay the honorable religious authorities and the clergies the respect they  

deserve. The dear youth are aware that, in this crucial time, the Islamic  

movement is drawing closer to victory; there is nothing more dangerous than  

discord, and nothing more effective than unanimity among the people in the  

flourishing of the movement. 

May God, the Exalted, bestow victory on Islam and the Muslims. 

  

Ruhullah al-Musawi al-Khomeini 

Dhul-Qadah 14, 1398 AH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Maraji at-Taqlid: literally means ñSources of Imitationò. Maraji  are the ulama who have  

reached the position of Marjaiyyah [Religious Reference Authoritativeness] because they have  

possessed such characteristics as justice, piety, superior knowledge, awareness and being  

oblivious to worldly possessions. The average people refer to them to find the answer to their  

religious problems, and to follow their religious decrees. 
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Message 
 
Date: October 18, 1978 [Mehr 26, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 15, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The calamities and difficulties befalling the Iranian Muslim nation 

Occasion: Approaching of the pilgrimage [Hajj] season 

Addressees: The pilgrims to the House of God and the world Muslims  
 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

  

Dhul-Qadah 15, 1398 AH 

  

Now that is the time of pilgrimage and Muslims from all over the world  

are about to visit the sacred House of God, it is necessary to observe one of  

the greatest philosophies of this mammoth gathering during your religious  

rituals, and to look after the social and political affairs of Islamic countries,  

become acquainted with the concerns of your brothers in faith, and to try to  

eliminate them due to your Islamic and divine obligation. Looking after the  

affairs of the Muslims is one of the important obligations in Islam. I am now  

going to give you, pilgrims, a report on the problems that the Muslim nation  

of Iran is confronting with, and seek the help of Muslims all over the world. 

Iran, with a population of approximately thirty million Muslims, for the  

past fifty years, has been strangled in the grasp of the Pahlavi dynasty, which  

has officially been and still is serving foreigners. During these gloomy fifty  

years, this great nation has been suffering under the pressure exerted by the  

police, and from the strangulations and mental tortures. The Shah has been  

giving away the countryôs every underground resource and its vital interests  

to the foreignersðoil to America, gas to the Soviet Union, and pastures and  

forests along with a share of the oil to Britain and some other countries. They  

have deprived people of even their primary living necessities and held them  

in an underdeveloped situation. Our armyôs system, our culture and the  

countryôs economy are under colonial rule, and he has deprived the nation of  

its progress in every aspect, and now that people have become enlightened in  

recent years, and stood up for their rights, and expressed their oppressed  

voice, they are being answered by machine guns, tanks and cannons. The  

massacres in the cities of Iran, during the past few months, have added a dark  

chapter to history. The Shah has come down on people with all his infernal  

forces and Americaôs support. Iran now looks like a graveyard and general  

strikes are now widespread throughout the country. The Shah is trying to take  
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revenge from this oppressed nation in his last breaths. The ominous shadow  

of the military government has been cast over the nation and the mercenary  

commandos are left free to murder the young and the old, men and women.  

I do not have permission in any Muslim country, to continue my activity,  

which includes delivering the nationôs oppressed voice to the world, and  

since I must perform my religious and divine obligation, I was compelled to  

leave the Muslim countries, so perhaps I could inform the societies of what  

the oppressed nation of Iran is going through. I will reside in one of the non- 

Islamic countries until such time that I can find an opportunity to continue  

my activities in an Islamic country. 

Now, you Muslims of the world, do everything you can for Iran, and  

deliver the moaning of a nation of thirty million oppressed people to the  

world. It is narrated from the Holy Prophet (s): ñAnyone going through a day  

without having regard for the affairs of the Muslims is not considered a  

Muslim,ò
 1
 and also, ñO God, I have done what I have been asked to.ò 

  

Ru ah al-Musawi al-Khomeini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The same ith has also been narrated from Imam as-Sadiq (a). Usul al-Kafi, kitab al-iman  

wal-kufr, bab al-ihtimam bil-umur al-muslimin, vol. 2, p. 163. 
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Letter  
 
Date: October 18, 1978 [Mehr 26, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 15, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Disappearance of Imam Musa Sadr1 

Addressee: Muammar Qadhdhafi (the Leader of Libya) 

 

  

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Your Excellency, the Leader of Libya: 

After greeting and salutation, [let me state that] the case of the honorable  

Hujjat al-Islam Mr. Sadr has become a mysterious puzzle. His relatives, after  

investigating, claim that he is in Libya. Since Your Excellency is given much  

respect and affections by the clergy and other fronts, and since this issue has  

caused them much worry, it may be necessary for you to look into the matter  

and ask your government to inform us of his health and his whereabouts in  

order to end our worries. May peace be upon you. 

  

Ru ullah al-Musawi al-Khomeini 

      Dhul-Qadah 15, 1398 AH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Ayatullah Haj Sayyid Musa Sadr, better known as Imam Musa Sadr, was born in 1923 in the  

city of Mashhad. He passed the higher courses of the religious seminary by learning from such  

great masters as Ayatulla amad, Imam Khomeini and Grand Ayatullah Burujerdi  

to attain the level of ijtihad. He was noted for organizing the Lebanese Shiah and led them in  

their political assertiveness of the 1970s. Imam Musa Sadr mysteriously disappeared in Libya  

in 1978 after he had traveled to that country on the official invitation of the Libyan  

government. He is chairman in absentia of the Supreme Assembly of Lebanese Shiah  

Muslims. Since his disappearance, Shaykh Shams ad-Din had been acting chairman. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 20, 1978 [Mehr 28, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 17, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Islam and the clergy:  two great obstacles in the way of imperialist  

penetration 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 
 
 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful] 

 

The efforts of the imperialists to remove the two obstacles: Islam and the clergy 

...Because of the natural resources and minerals that they possess and the  

interests of certain groups, the countries of the East have become an  

important concern for the world. Consequently, the Western newspapers  

have examined their situation thoroughly and the information can be found  

therein. The discussion revolves around ways to lull these Eastern societies  

and keep them from progressing in certain important areas. The imperialists  

have studied this issue very carefully and have come to the conclusion that  

there is one great force which stands in the path of their ambitionsðwhether  

materialistic or spiritual. They have concluded that in these Islamic countries,  

Islam is this great force and is a barrier which could block imperialism and  

endanger their interests, and that those who impart the message of Islam, and  

they consist of the clergy, form a further obstacle to their designs. They have  

identified these two forces and have concluded that were true Islam and the  

true clerics of Islam to gain dominance; they would not give the imperialists  

and the foreigners the opportunity to exploit the country. Their plan is to  

keep these countries in a state of backwardness so that they can realize their  

own ambitions there and install their own agents in power. They view these  

two forces as two motivating forces which have to be destroyed. These two  

forces must be taken away from the East so that they can implement their  

plans easily. 

 

Rida Shah, agent for the implementation of imperialism 
 You may be too young, but during my own lifetime I have witnessed  

this plan in action. When Rida Shah came to power his mission was twofold:  

to destroy Islam, even in the eyes of the Muslims themselves, and to belittle  

the clergy and then destroy them, thus removing what the foreigners saw as  

the barriers to their designs. He began his task by banning all religious  
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assemblies throughout Iran. For a time, if one wanted to preach to oneôs  

congregation or deliver a sermon, it was not possible, not openly anyway.   

Sometimes such gatherings took place surreptitiously, at midnight or before  

dawn, but even then the agents were on the look-out and at times they would  

burst in on gatherings and arrest people and take them away. In this way, this  

person wanted to obliterate all Islamic manifestations. 

 

Suppression of the clergy by Rida Khan
1
 

As for the clergy, I cannot describe for you what he did to the ulama, 
 and especially to those who were influential in any way, such as the late  
Mudarris.

2
 The latter stood up to Rida Shah, and he had to endure much  

                                                 
1 Rida Khan, the founder of the Pahlavi dynasty in Iran, likewise known as Rida Shah and the  

father of Mu da, staged a coup in Iran in 1299 AHS [1920] based on a plan  

devised by the British. In the year 1925, he was crowned. Before staging a coup, he was the  

commander of a unit of ñCossacksò in the city of Qazvin. In 1941, when Iran was occupied by  

the Allied Forces, Rida Shah abdicated, as was ordered by the Allied leaders, in favor of his  

da Pahlavi whom the Allied leaders deemed an appropriate person to rule  

over Iran. The political atmosphere, resulting from these changes, paved the way for a five- 

year-long liberalization. These charades were being organized based on the plans by the  

British government and executed by their agents. The British also ordered Rida Shah into exile  

on Mauritius Island south of Madagascar in the Indian Ocean. Rida Shah finally died in 1944  

in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
2 Sayyid Hasan Mudarris [1859-1938] was one of the greatest religious and political figures in  

the recent history of Iran. He received his elementary education in Isfahan and then traveled to  

the cities of the holy shrines (the cities of Iraq where certain of the imams are buried: Najaf,  

Karbala and Kazimayn, and to a certain extent some others) where he received further  

education from such scholars as Mulla azim Khurasani and, after graduation to  

the level of ijtihad, he returned to Isfahan and began teaching Islamic jurisprudence [fiqh] and  

principles [usul]. In 1909, at the time of the Second National Assembly, he entered Parliament  

having been chosen by the maraji at-taqlid and the ulama of Najaf as one of the five  

mujtahids who were to oversee the law-making procedures. At the time of the Third National  

Assembly, he was chosen as a Member of Parliament. When Rida Khan carried out his coup  

dô®tat, Mudarris was arrested and sent into exile, but after being freed he was again chosen by  

the people and again entered Parliament. In the Fourth National Assembly, he headed the  

opposition majority against Rida Khan. At the time of the Fifth and Sixth National  

Assemblies, he opposed the proposal for the establishment of a republic, which Rida Khan  

was in favor of, to replace the constitutional government, and he dissuaded the Parliament  

from approving it. He was resolute in his stand against the stubborn Rida Khan, such that the  

Shah hired an assassin to kill Mudarris and when he escaped the attempt, he sent him first into  

exile in the remote town of Khaf near the Afghan border, and later in Kashmar, where eleven  

years later in Ramadan 1938, the agents of the Shah poisoned him. In this way, one of the  

greatest political and religious personalities of Iran was martyred in the way of Allah.  

Mudarris possessed outstanding qualities, and even though he was a man of great political and  

religious influence, he lived very simply. Imam Khomeini always spoke of him with a great  

deal of respect. The Leader of the Revolution, on the occasion of the renovation of Mudarrisô  

grave, wrote: ñAt a time when pens were broken, voices silenced and throats gripped, he never  

ceased from revealing the truth and abolishing falsehood....this feeble scholar, weak in body  

but strong in a spirit joyful from belief, sincerity and truth, and possessing a tongue like the  

sword of Haydar Karar (Imam Ali), stood in front of them and shouted out the truth and  

disclosed the crimes, making life difficult for Rida Khan and blackening his days. Finally, he  

sacrificed his own pure life in the way of dear Islam and the noble nation, and was martyred in  

exile at the hands of the oppressive Shahôs executioner and joined his virtuous forefathers.ò 
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suffering for doing so before Rida Shah eventually killed him. This monarch  
brought groups of ulama

1
 to Tehran from the provinces. For example, the  

late Aqazadeh, who was a very influential person in Khorasanðso much so  
that he was called the ñKing of Khorasanòðwas arrested and brought to  
Tehran.

2
 I myself saw him in a house that was guarded; a chair had been  

placed outside because he was apparently tired and was sitting there. I was  
told how Rida Shahôs agents had taken him, without his turban accompanied  
by a few soldiers, to the court of justice to stand trial. They had taken him on  
foot through the streets in this condition so that the prosecutor could question  
him. They arrested all the ulama of Azerbaijan,

3
 including two of the great  

personalities there: the late Haj Sadiq Aqa and the late Angaji,
4
 and took  

them to a village in Kurdistan where they kept them stay for a while. They  
tormented the ulama of Isfahan in much the same way. Rida Shah put so  
much pressure on the theological schools that one day only one person turned  
up for my class which was usually attended by a number of students! I was  
told that between dawn and sunrise they had all run away from their rooms  
and had gone to the orchards, returning later dressed in different clothes so  
that they wouldnôt be recognized. His agents would enter the schools and  
arrest the religious students and the learned ones and take them away on the  
pretext that they should not be wearing turbans or that they should go to  
perform their national service and thousands of other excuses. 

 

The accusation against Islamic teachings of worshipping the old 

This was how this man carried out his mission to destroy these two  

forces which blocked the imperialistsô plans. Both Islam and the Islamic  

scholars and propagators must be defeated. Gradually, however, the  

imperialists came to realize that this method of elimination was not very  

effective. So they chose another way:  to introduce Islam to the people within  

the country and those outside in such a way that made it appear a very  

insignificant, petty and out-dated affair filled with superstitions. Thus they  

embarked on their propaganda campaign both at home and abroad to advance  

the idea that yes, Islam exists, but if it is anything important its importance  

belongs to 1,400 years ago, when the Arabs were uncivilized and these  

teachings were for them, that now with the advent of civilization, Islam is  

                                                 
1 Ulama: Islamic scholars; plural from of alim [Islamic scholar, learned man]. 
2 Mirza Aqazadeh) Najafi Khorasani (1877-1938) the son of Akhund Khorasani  

began his studies with his father and received the authorization for becoming a mujtahid from  

him. In 1907, he left Najaf, Iraq for Khorasan in Iran and took up residence in Mashhad where  

he taught usul [principles of jurisprudence] and fiqh [jurisprudence] for a while. He was a  

staunch supporter of the constitutional movement and with the rise to power of Rida Khan and  

the establishment of his despotic rule, he continued struggling against oppression and called  

upon the people to rise up against the first Pahlavi monarch. After the barbaric events at  

Gauhar Shad Mosque in Mashhad, Khorasani was arrested and sentenced to death. However,  

measures taken by those at the Najaf theological school forced Rida Khanôs regime to  

commute his sentence. Consequently, he was held in prison for a while and upon his release he  

was expelled from Mashhad and forced to move to Tehran. There his home was kept under  

constant surveillance. It is believ i who killed  

him while treating him for an illness. His body was laid to rest at the shrine of Abdul-Azim  

al-Hasani in Shahri Rey in the south of Tehran. Some of his most notable works are Kitab al- 

Qada, Ash-Shahadah and Mabhath al-Fazz. See Tarikh-e Bist Saleh-ye Iran, vol. 6, p. 252. 
3 One of the freedom movements during the despotic reign of Rida Khan was that of the  

ulama of the Iranian province of Azerbaijan. This movement was led by Mirza Sadiq Aqa  

and Angaji, two of the great religious jurisprudents (fuqaha) and maraji  of the people of  

Azerbaijan. In order to suppress the movement, Rida Khan sent these two theologians first to  

Kurdistan and then to Qum. Angaji was able to return to Tabriz after a while, but Sadiq Aqaa  

remained in exile in Qum until the end of his life. 
4 Ayatullah Mirza Sadiq, the great religious jurisprudent [faqih] and marja of the people of  

Azerbaijan province, resided in Tabriz. He was one of the great theologians and mujtahids of  

the Shiah during the first half of the twentieth century. Haj Mirza Abul-Hasan Angaji (1862- 

iat was one of the religious jurisprudents  

and maraji  of Tabriz. He studied under Haj Mirfatta abi and Mirza ud Usuli in  

Tabriz until 1884 when he went to Najaf to study under Fadil Irvani, Haj Mirza Habibullah  

Roshani and Aqa Hasan Mamaqani. Four years later, toward the end of  

1888, he returned to Tabriz and began teaching. In 1933, he was arrested and sent into exile  

first in Sanandaj and then in Qum. He died in Tabriz in 1937. His works include Kitab-e Hajj  

and Hashiyeh bar Riyaz. 
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out-dated and useless. Its teachings oppose progress and freedom; it does not  

allow the people to be free; women have no freedom at all in Islam and  

education is prohibited. They would have the people believe that were Islam  

to gain predominance, all traces of modernity would be effaced; travel by  

airplane would be forbidden; schooling would be prohibited; and women  

would not be allowed to leave their homes. They have succeeded in  

spreading such ideas on a vast scale throughout the world. 
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Accusation of the clergy of supporting the present regime 

As for the ulama of Islam who pursued the task of diffusing the word  

of Islam, they vilified them, called them ñworshippers of the old,ò said they  

had been installed by courtiers and capitalists to opiate the people so that the  

capitalists could achieve their aims. They accused them of always appealing  

to the people to keep silent in the face of oppression and of allowing  

themselves to be robbed. They said they put the people to sleep; they lull  

them so that when these foreigners come to plunder their wealth they can do  

so easily and no one will utter a word. Those who wanted to plunder your  

wealth began such propaganda, and they spread these ideas in such a way  

that at one time even the people of Iran believed that this was true. 

 

The deluding of some people at the time of Rida Khan against the clergy 

At the time of Rida Khan, one class of people treated the ulama the  

way that the regime desired; they did exactly what the regime dictated. Then  

later, when the propaganda against Islam began, it took on a different form.  

Perhaps the beliefs of these people, this one class of people, helped the idea  

that the ulama were harmful for the society gain precedence. They then  

went one step further and said that from the very beginning religion has been  

the opium of the people, that religion has stupefied the people, dulled their  

senses while the imperialists pursued their interests.  

This has been the propaganda which they began several centuries ago  

because they thought that these two forces may present a danger to them, and  

it has continued to the present day when it has reached its zenith. The  

newspapers, magazines and foreign press, all propagate these ideas and are  

paid a lot of money for doing so.   

 

Corrupt ideas of the imperialist propagators 

This was merely a brief account of what Islam and the clergy have had to  

contend with so far.  Nevertheless, those who are conversant with Islam and  

have studied the Quran, which is the source of Islam, and have given even a  

cursory glance at the lives of the prophets of old and the Most Noble Prophet  

(s), that is the Prophet of Islam, and at how they conducted themselves,  

realize the devilry of the imperialists and see that all these ideas they advance  

are corrupt.  
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Wars of the Prophet of Islam (s) and other divine prophets (a) with the holders of power 
When you look at the life of the Prophet of Islam, and indeed any of the  

other prophets, you see that it is not the case that they established a monarchy  

or capitalism as a governing force, that they were against the people or that  

they stupefied the people so that the capitalists could do whatever they  

wanted. From the very beginning, the uprisings of the prophets were against  

kings. We have stories about Prophet Abraham (a), who lived all those years  

ago, and the Holy Quran tells us a little about how he rose up against the  

kings and the elders who worshipped idols and oppressed the people. Moses  

was a simple shepherd, a shepherd who grazed his sheep, but he rose up with  

his staff in hand against the Pharaoh, that great king of Egypt. There were no  

kings in Mecca, where the Most Noble Messenger was born and raised, but  

there were rich capitalists. The people of Taif and the Hijaz
1
 earned  

immense wealth from their trade and owned large orchards, and never did  

any of these capitalists support the Messenger. They were all against him. In  

his struggle against these capitalists, the Most Noble Messenger was helped  

by the weak and oppressed class. In that short time that he clandestinely  

spread his message in Mecca, it was this group of people, this group of  

lowly, oppressed people from the class of the poor and needy, that gathered  

around him, and when he left Mecca for Medina, there too it was the people  

from the poor and oppressed class who gathered around him and little by  

little a group of tribal leaders also joined him. 

 

Opposition of the divine schools to dictatorship and aristocracy 

At the time of the Prophet of Islam, the uprising was against the great  

capitalists of the Quraysh tribe such as Abu Sufyan and his kind, and the  

people of Taif who had wealth and property. He did not rise up against them  

merely because they were wealthy, but because the rich always persecute the  

poor, they rob them of their property and possessions and oppress them.   

From the time that we have information about kings to the present day, we  

see that they were people who, wherever they were in the world, used  

dictatorship and force to plunder the wealth of the people and rob them of  

their honor and that which they held dear. From the very beginning the  

prophets confronted such kings. The story of the prophets is not that which  

the capitalists like to promote. The prophets confronted the capitalists; they  

were opposed to capitalism; they were not used by the capitalists to keep the  

                                                 
1 Hijaz: the region in Western Arabia that includes Mecca and Medina. 
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poor and the weak quiet. No, the capitalists formed one group and the  

prophets along with the people who assisted in propagation formed another  

opposing group who attacked them and, as far as they were able, crushed  

them. So these utterances that religion is the opium of the people and the  

prophets were the servants of the capitalists are very clearly absurd and  

anyone who gives the conduct of the prophets even a cursory examination  

will realize the falsity of such claims. But what can we do? Their propaganda  

is presented on such a large scale and is so widespread that we cannot  

compete with it. We do not have the means; all the means lie in their hands.   

The radio, television and press are in their hands; they control everything.   

The domestic and foreign magazines are in their hands; the capitalists and  

large sums of money are in their hands, so they are able to pay the media to  

disseminate the ideas that they want propagated and in the manner they  

choose. We, however, have only the faculty of speech and expression; we  

have a pen and some paper, nothing else. We want to awaken the nation; we  

want to make this nation understand what has been done to them so far; we  

want the people to see how they are presenting their beliefs and their religion  

to the world.   

 

Negative propaganda in the foreign press 

Even at this time, when the country of Iran, the clergy of Iran and the  

different classes of Iranian society have stood up to the big capitalists and the  

superpowers and are shouting for their freedom and independence, these  

things are still being said, even though they shouldnôt be. Even now we see  

in one of the foreign newspapers that untruths continue to be propagated.   

As for the clergy, whose foundations lie with the prophets and with those  

who came after the prophets, their uprisings against the monarchs in Iran  

alone are so numerousðand I myself can remember some of themðthat I do  

not have the time to go into them now.   

 

The prophetsô (a) declaration of war against the oppressors  

And as for Islam itself, one only needs to make a cursory study of the  

Quran, which is the source of Islam, to see that it does not oblige the people  

to remain silent before capitalists and kings. It is the Quran which tells  

Moses to arise and invite Pharaoh (to the right path), to speak to him mildly  

so that he may accept (his call).
1
 And it is God who gives the mission to  

Moses to struggle with Pharaoh; it is God who through the Holy Quran  

                                                 
1 It refers to a subject mentioned in several places of the Holy Quran; for example, Surah Taha 20:44: ñBut speak to him 

mildly; perhaps he may take warning or fear (Allah).ò 
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commands his Messenger to do battle with the polytheists, with the  

capitalists and with those who have deviated from the right path.   

 

Verses in the Quran pertaining to fighting 

The verses in the Quran pertaining to fighting, battle and war are not  

just one or two. There are many verses in the Quran which are concerned  

with war, which give orders to go to war, to do battle with all those who are  

corrupt, to rise up and put them in their place. These are commands which  

apply to us today.  However, we do not have the means to go to battle, but  

we do have the wherewithal to awaken the people, to let the people know  

Islamôs situation, to let them know the situation of the Muslims and the  

clergy. We can do this and little by little it is being done. 

 

Negative presentation of Islam 

So they wanted to present Islam and the clergy in a bad light in order to  

weaken the Islam of the people and to distance them from the clergy.   

 

The Quran and the clergyðthe people support 

If the people were to set aside the clergy who guide them and the Quran  

which is their religious book, then they would not be able to achieve  

anything; only when they band together, when they have something on which  

they can depend, can they act against these tyrants.  No one can stand up to  

them alone; there has to be a pivotal point and this for the Muslims is the  

Quran.  They must turn toward it and unite under the banner of the Quran.  

The clergy too are a unifying force which the people can rely on. Now that  

Iran has risen, praise be to God, it is the clergy and Islam to which the people  

turn; it is Islam that they call for; all the people are shouting for an Islamic  

government.   

 

We do not oppose modernity;  we oppose corruption 

It is not the case that were an Islamic government to be formed, it would  

ruin the peopleôs lives, that tanks and weapons would no longer be required,  

that we would ride around on donkeys! These are their foolish ramblings.   

Where in the Quran does it oppose modernity? Which one of the Quranic  

laws opposes modernity? Which clergyman has ever said that the clergy  

opposes modernity? We are opposed to corruption. When the manifestations  

of civilization fall into the hands of those who seek to corrupt and those who  

seek to derive profit or advantage, they distort them. They change a cinema,  

which can be a teacher for the people and the nation, into a place which  
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makes our youth dissolute, which corrupts them. We opposed to this. We are  

not opposed to cinema itself; if the cinema is used for the good of the people,  

if it is used to educate and guide our children then we are not against it. We  

are opposed to these centers of corruption which are taking our youth away  

from us.   

 

We oppose corruption and the imperialist universities 

You can see in Iran, in Tehran alone, how many of these centers exist  

and how many of our youth have become addicted to opium and other drugs,  

and on a greater scale still to alcohol, because of them. There are so many  

distilleries in Iran now. We are opposed to these things which corrupt our  

nation. Are we opposed to books? Are we opposed to universities? Our claim  

is that our universities have been created in such a way that they cannot  

produce human beings, they cannot produce human beings who will stand up  

to the foreigners. They produce only parasites! Our universities are  

imperialist universities; that is they are run as the imperialists want them to  

be run, they are not allowed to progress. This is what we oppose. How can  

we be against universities? Are we against having doctors, engineers and  

scientists in Iran? When have we opposed such things? Our grievances lie in  

the fact that the universities which should be centers of learning and  

education, which should be centers for training our youth to be independent,  

to be freedom-seekers and to be useful for their country, are not.  

 

We are opposed to manifestations of backwardness 

If the present regime claims that its methods of education and training  

are correct, then let it give us some evidence of this; but it is not able to do  

this. We oppose the radio in Iran now which as soon as it is switched on  

imparts nothing only praise for Aryamehr
1
 and dance music and songs which  

sully our youth. We oppose a radio which corrupts our children; we do not  

oppose radio in itself.  If the regime would let us take control of it then we  

would most certainly approve. We can run the radio much better than the  

regime can. The television in Iran, as I understand, shows scenes which are  

                                                 
1 The title Aryamehr, which means the sun and light of the Aryan raceô, was created by Rida  

Zadeh Shafaq, a senator from the province of Azerbaijan. Asadullah Alam, who had asked  

the writers and other literary personalities of the time to think of an honorific title for the Shah,  

chose Aryamehr. In 1346 AHS [circa 1967], the National Consultative Assembly bestowed  

this title upon the Shah. It reflected the nationalist ideology of the regime and demonstrated its  

rejection of Islamic ideology. R.K. Karanjia, in the book The Mind of a Monarch, p. 236,  

reports the Shah as one who hoped for a revival of the great Aryan civilization as seen in the  

days of the Emperor Cyrus. 
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ruining our youth, depraving a generation. This is what we are opposed to,  

not the features of civilization.   

 

The clergy is opposed to the Shah and the plunderers 

We are opposed to those who want to keep us in a state of backwardness;  

this is what they want and this is what we are against. These are the things  

that the clergy opposes. Which clergyman has ever said that we oppose the  

radio when it is used to broadcast decent programs and give sound teachings?   

Which clergyman has ever said that we are against the television when it is  

used to disseminate sound teachings and when it helps the nation to  

progress? We are against these things when they are in their hands! We  

oppose these leaders who are ruining our country. We oppose this Shah and  

his father before him who have destroyed this nation. They have exhausted  

our wealth and continue to do so.   

 

Iranôs uncertain future without oil 

Our oil is being sold in such a way that reserves wonôt last for long.
1
  Our  

agriculture has been destroyed such that the country is now a market for  

America. How will the next generation live in this country in thirty yearsô  

time? We must take everyone into consideration. Is it enough to see only to  

our own needs? I am nearly eighty-years-old; I may only be alive for another  

six months or a year, but Islam has made us responsible; we have a  

responsibility to the people; we have to tell them what disasters they are  

bringing about for this nation.  

 

Creating inconveniences and strain 

But when we start speaking out and telling them what should be done,  

they increase their activities against us to stop us from getting our message  

across, to block us. I am forced to leave Iraq, and neither Kuwait nor Syria  

will allow me in; even though I havenôt asked permission from the Syrian  

authorities to enter their country yet, I know they wonôt allow me in. I cannot  

live in an Islamic country, because I am not allowed to continue my activities  

in an Islamic country, so I came here, but even here I see that there are also  

restrictions imposed on me. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 According to official statistics, in 1978 oil production before the start of strikes in the oil  

industry was 5.3 million barrels a day. 
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They do not allow the truth to reach the people 

The Shahôs regime is actively pursuing its aims: to stop the truth from  

reaching the people, from reaching the world; to prevent the world from  

hearing the cries of this nation; to stop news of these killings, that are being  

carried out every day, from reaching the world. The situation is such in the  

country, every day killings are taking place. Wherever you look, whichever  

newspaper you look in or foreign radio station you tune in to, even though  

they only impart the bare minimum of facts about what is happening in Iran,  

you learn that a few people have been killed. They only report that a few  

people have been killed, but my own sources inform me that we should  

multiply their figures by ten. There are not only tens or hundreds of people  

being killed; the killings take place every day. 

 

The people want freedom and independence 

So what is it that this nation wants that it is ready to sacrifice so many  

lives for? You should listen to what the people are saying. The world has said  

many things about this nation, but it hasnôt listened to the people. Come and  

listen to the people themselves, ask them what they want, ask them why they  

are raising such a hue and cry. This nation has been given freedom so why  

are the people shouting? This nation has been taken to the threshold of a  

great civilizationô yet still they shout. They are crying out because of this  

great civilization. Are they shouting that the Shah is creating a great  

civilization and they do not want it? Are they shouting that he is giving them  

freedom and creating ñfree men and free womenò and they do not want this?   

Or are they calling out for freedom, independence, an Islamic government, a  

just government, for a leader who is at least not a thief, for a government  

which is not predacious, whose members do not take the wealth of the  

Muslims abroad to buy things for themselves and their families. They are  

asking them (the Shah and his regime) not to buy so many things from  

abroad; they are telling them not to deposit the wealth of the people in  

foreign banks in their own names. This nation is proclaiming that it wants  

freedom, and this gentleman turns around and says: ñWe have given you  

freedom!ò If he has given the people freedom, then what do they want?   

What else do they want? Do all these killings constitute freedom? Is this a  

government of reconciliation which imbrues Iranôs soil with blood? If this is  

what he means by reconciliation, then what will his war be?   
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Necessity for Iranians living abroad to join the Islamic movement 

You gentlemen who are living abroad at this time, you are duty bound to  

unite with your Iranian brothers. Their uprising is not for themselves alone,  

they have arisen for you too. You are their partners. Their success means  

your success. Many of our young people cannot return home now because of  

a word, just one word that they have spoken over here; perhaps during a visit  

by the Shah they expressed their concerns or demonstrated against him and  

their names have now been added to the list so they cannot return. 

 

The people want a government based on Islamic justice 

These people, who have risen up, from school-children to high-school  

and university students, are giving their lives. The people of the bazaar are  

sacrificing their lives. The clergy are sacrificing their lives. They are all  

being persecuted and they are all crying out. Every day there is a  

demonstration and every day the cries of death to this man, death to the  

Pahlavi monarchy ring out. The people want the country to be in their own  

hands, they want to administer it themselves. They have the youth, they have  

the scientists, they have everything, but they are not allowed to do this. The  

people want to remove this class who will not let their country progress, who  

will not let their youth be educated properly. They want a government of  

Islamic justice which will help the people, a government whose leaders will  

put the needs of the people first. They want a ruler who will eat made of  

barley bread because he is afraid that somewhere in his realm there is  

someone who has to eat bread like this or worse. Of course we canôt find  

such a person, but we can find someone who will not steal from us at least. 

 

Assisting the people of Iran 

We are all duty bound to help our Iranian brothers as much as we can.   

Explain your problems to as many of these Europeans that you meet as you  

can; tell them what these Iranians who have risen are saying; tell them what  

their demands are. Whenever you come across an article in a newspaper or  

magazine which runs contrary to the facts, voice your objections, tell the  

person who wrote the article that he has not understood the matter correctly.   

This will be effective. Try to inform at least ten Europeans or Americans of  

the facts; try to make them understand just what our problems are; try to  

make them see that because the Iranian people have risen in opposition it  

does not mean that they are uncivilized, it does not mean that they can no  

longer be given freedom, that if they were given freedom they would set  

everywhere aflame. No, you must make them understand that it is the Shah  



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 59 

and his regime that have inflamed the people; they have caused them to shout  

so. The people are shouting because of the fire they have had to endure. Your  

numbers are many in Europe, if each one of you could acquaint even ten  

people with the facts, then a wave of public opinion would be created.   

 

Necessity of propagating the multidimensional uprising of the Iranian people 

Spread the word. Now that the Iranians are giving their lives, you ought  

to give your voice at least; you ought to at least make people aware of the  

truth. Do not simply sit at home under the delusion that because you are here  

you can be comfortable. Do not simply listen to accounts of the killings in  

Iran, expressing sorrow at news of the murders of eight- and ten-year-old  

schoolgirls attacked in their schools. Go and tell your friends and colleagues  

about these events. If you are able, write about them in the press over here.   

Wherever you are speak out. If someone has written a report, which  

contradicts the facts, confront him, tell him that he has not presented the true  

facts, ask him why he is not doing so, complain to him, and God willing an  

even greater wave of public support will come about. I can assure you that,  

God willing, our nation will win, because this is a national uprising, it  

involves all sections of society. When this roaring flood of people begins to  

move in one direction, no matter how weak they are, neither tanks nor  

America can stop them. Thirty million people have begun to move. Only a  

few hundred people have not joined the movement and they are the hirelings  

of the regime. This roaring flood of people is on the move now and neither  

Russia nor America can stop it. This is a just act. This is the hand of God and  

no one can stop it.  This is an obvious call for justice. A nation is calling out  

for its freedom and no one can say they do not have that right.  They are  

human beings too. The situation is very difficult for the Shah and his regime  

now, but they cannot continue to confront such a just call with bayonets.  

Martial law cannot be imposed forever. This regime may not be able to  

survive a day without martial law, but it cannot be in effect forever. 

 

Create a wave of support 

In any case you must explain the situation to these foreigners. Give your  

friends the facts. If you attend schools over here, speak to the people who  

attend with you and tell them what is really happening. Form groups,  

gradually they will increase and you will become preachers and speakers,  

telling the people about the problems of Iran. If you do this, a wave (of  

public opinion) will come about which the reporters will not be able to  
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counteract; then it will be the people here who stand up to the false  

propaganda.  

This is a service that we who are abroad can perform for the nation of  

Islam. I beseech God the Blessed and Exalted to assist you and to grant you  

success. May He keep you safe from harm and protect you. May you be  

successful. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 20, 1978 [Mehr 28, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 17, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The divine uprising; multidimensional interdependence; the novel dwelling  

villagers  

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

An all-encompassing uprising in the way of Islam involving all (the masses) 

Whenever I meet those people who have relinquished all their desires,  

who have sacrificed their children and have suffered great hardships in the  

way of God, whenever I look upon those human faces, words fail me and a  

great sense of humility overwhelms me.  I feel that I have not performed any  

service for the Iranian nation, which is now sacrificing everything it has in  

the way of Islam, or for those fathers who have lost their childrené I have  

not been able to pay my debt to those people who have risen for God and I  

can only ask forgiveness for my shortcomings from God, the Exaltedé We  

are all His servants, we all submit to His will and we are all ready to sacrifice  

our lives for His holy laws.  

The Iranian people have risen today to revive Islam and Islamic laws.   

Their uprising is unique in the history of Islam and Iran, for it is so deep- 

rooted and fundamental. The dimensions of this uprising embrace all classes  

of society; it is not an uprising, which belongs exclusively to one particular  

class. Previously, whenever there was an uprising or a movement, if it was  

led by the clergy, the political groups were not involved, or if it was led by  

political groups, other groups were not involved. If the merchants of the  

bazaar made demands, other groups were indifferent. Today however, by the  

will of God, the Blessed and Exalted, all groups in Iran have come together:  

political groups, the clergy, the merchants of the bazaar, school-children and  

students of the high-schools and universities, all have risen and have set off  

in one direction. They have one aim.  

 

Independence, freedom, and the overthrowing of the Pahlavi (dynasty) are among the desires of 

the people 

This is an unprecedented event in history. They all ask for one thing,  

they all raise their voices for freedom and independence. The first steps  



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 62 

toward this freedom and independence is the abolition of this wicked  

dynasty, which from its inception has done nothing but harm to Islam and  

Iran. Now, when the small children leave their schools and young people  

leave their universities, their chant as they walk through the streets on their  

way home is ñDeath to the Shah.ò This unity of purpose which has come  

about in Iran now and which has permeated every section of society is not  

something that the hand of man can create; this has been brought about by  

the hidden hand of God and for this reason we should be optimistic. I myself  

am optimistic that this society, which is surging forward like a flood, will  

extirpate anything that stands in its way. Whatever power [cannot stand  

against] the power of the nation; when a nation has risen and its demands are  

just and are recognized as being just by all human societies then no power  

can withstand the power of the people. Others will ask you why you have  

gone on strike, why you are sacrificing your youth, why your clergy are  

being imprisoned and sent into exile, why your politicians are being arrested  

and imprisoned and the merchants of your bazaars persecuted and tortured.   

They will ask you what it is that you seek that makes you shout so. The  

people will reply: ñWe do not want to be the prisoners of the superpowers;  

we want our own country to be in our own hands, we want to administer it  

ourselves; we want freedom.ò But they do not want the kind of freedom that  

the Shah gives, for that is only good for himself and his family. His kind of  

freedom is like the ñreconciliationò of his government, which comprises of  

nothing but bloodshed, imprisonment and persecution! The people have all  

joined hands and are shouting with a single voice: ñWe want freedom and  

independence.ò 

 

A parasitic army 

ñWe do not want the Americans to administer our military, we do not  

want our army to be under the supervision of American advisers, we do not  

want them to create a parasitic army, an army which is fed from the wealth of  

Iran but which, under the supervision and training of American advisers,  

works for America.ò However, this is in fact the way things are, and we see  

that the Shahôs army is such an army. Look at the Shah himself, he was  

installed by the Allies; he himself said, ñThe Allies felt it was fitting that I  

should ascend the throne!ò His father too was brought to power by the  

British, as they admitted in a broadcast over Radio Delhi at the time of the  

Second World War,
1
 ñWe brought Rida Shah into power; he has proven  

                                                 
1 The World War II of Shahrivar 1320 AHS [September 1941].  



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 63 

himself to be treacherous and we removed him.ò They carried him off to the  

island of Mauritius and then sent him to Hell.
1
 

 

Imperialist culture  

When one looks at the culture of Iran, one sees that it is an imperialist  

culture; that is, a culture imposed on us by the imperialists. The Shah chose  

an apt title for his book Mission for My Country,
2
 for he indeed had a  

ñmission,ò a mission that the Americans had given him! He has a mission to  

destroy the country and ruin the Iranian youth, to keep the country in a state  

of backwardness so it does not progress, so that the youth does not develop  

into people who would stand up to America and ask them: ñWhat do you  

want from us?ò How many years have we had schools? It is more than  

seventy years since the founding of the Dar al-Funun school.
3
 How many  

years have we had universities? Yet when the Shah or his child needs a  

tonsillectomy, doctors have to be brought from America or somewhere else  

to perform the operation. Other people too, if they fall ill and have the means  

to go abroad for treatment, they do so. This shows that we do not have  

[universities]; if we did, then our own doctors would be able to treat the  

people. When they want to erect a building, build a dam, make a road or even  

asphalt a road, experts have to be brought in from abroad. If we have our  

own experts, then why does the Shah bring them in from abroad? If we have  

our own experts and he does not employ them, then he is betraying the  

people by not giving them jobs. If we ourselves do not have the expertise,  

then he is still being treacherous, he is still betraying our people because after  

all these years whenever we want to construct a building or a dam, or  

something else, still we have to bring in experts from abroad, from Europe or  

America.   

 

Strong economic ties 

Wherever you look, you see that there is something wrong. The economy  

is in ruins. According to experts, agricultural production in Iran now is only  

                                                 
1 The British transported Rida Khan first to Mauritius, an island in the Indian Ocean situated  

about 850 kilometers east of Madagascar to the south-east of Africa, and then to  

Johannesburg, South Africa where he died on July 26, 1944. 
2 Mission for My Country: the ghost-written autobiography of the Shah that appeared in a  

number of languages in 1961. 
3 In 1848, the countryôs first secular high school was established, the Dar al-Funun [Abode of  

Learning]. The Dar al-Funun, whose students were mostly sons of the aristocracy, offered  

classes in foreign languages, political science, engineering, agriculture, mineralogy, medicine,  

veterinary medicine, military sciences, and band music. 
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sufficient to meet the needs of the nation for thirty-three days of the year;  

foodstuffs have to be imported from abroad to satisfy demand for the  

remaining eleven months, as is being done now. The result of the  

gentlemanôs ñLand Reform Programò was to turn Iran into a consumer  

market for America, so that the Americans could sell us all the things that  

they usually throw away! They are taking our oil now in such a way that in  

thirty yearsô time, according to the Shah, reserves will have run dry.   

However, this is not the case; the reserves will not have run dry, and they  

will have exhausted them. They are extracting our oil now and sending it to  

America through huge pipes the size of a room, some of them are even the  

size of a human being or greateré In return, the Americans sell us the arms  

that they want for their military bases which they have set up in Iran to  

confront the Soviet Union. They should give (money) to Iran in return for  

being allowed to set up bases in the country. Of course, the Americans  

should not have been allowed to do this in the first place, but now that this  

act of treachery has been committed and they have been given the  

permission, then we should receive something in return; instead they take our  

oil and then build bases for themselves. The Shah gives them our oil and then  

uses the oil revenues to establish military bases for the Americans or to buy  

expensive weaponryðwhich is of no use to usðfrom them and other  

countries such as France. They take our oil and in return, they sell us  

airplanes worth three hundred and fifty million or five hundred and fifty  

million dollars! 

 

Irreparable damages to Iran 

This person, who is worse than his fatherðand his father was worse than  

Shimr
1
ðhas damaged everything in the country from religion to the  

economy, to social, cultural and military matters. He is a traitor. Our nation is  

now saying ñdeath to this monarchy, to this treacherous monarchy.ò The  

people are saying that they do not want this perfidious monarchy. Since its  

very inception, this monarchy has been a treacherous monarchy; its monarchs  

were all traitors. Even those who, because of the propaganda made about  

them, were reputed to be good and for whose souls prayers are said were  

actually vile and wicked. However, these Pahlavi monarchs have been the  

worst of them all. 

Our call is that we want a government, which is sympathetic toward the  

nation. We want a regime, which is just. If we examine the nature of all  

                                                 
1 Shimr:  the Umayyad general who martyred Imam Husayn (a) during the battle at Karbala. 
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regimes, we see that, apart from an Islamic regime, an Islamic government,  

none of them has been just; they have all served their own interests.   

However, there is one group, which consists of those governments, which act  

with moderation and temperance, and another which are extremist and  

excessive. Our country is among those which are ruled by extremists who  

want to destroy their homelands very fast and aggressively! If this man  

remains in power, God forbid; if this sinister and decadent regime remains in  

place; if this ruling body which has governed us for all these years stays with  

us, then there will be nothing left for our future generations apart from  

poverty. This is because they are giving the countryôs oil away and are  

exhausting its reserves; they are giving the countryôs gas to the Soviet Union  

and exhausting supplies. Our pasturelands and forests have been given away  

to this country and that and are now ruined.  Our agrarian economy is now in  

such a state that it cannot meet the needs of this nation. In thirty yearsô time  

this country will have no sources of wealth. If this regime remains in power,  

all your sources of wealth will be annihilated. We are shouting, the clergy are  

shouting, the politicians and those who care about the country, are shouting  

for them to leave the country so that it will remain for the next generation, so  

that future generations will be able to live there. Within a century or even  

thirty yearsô time, if this regime remains, no one will be able to live in this  

country because everything will have been destroyed.  

 

The best servant of the East and West 

In one of his interviews, the Shah said, ñIf I am to go, I will turn the  

country into a heap of dust and go.ò Nevertheless, even now that he still rules  

he has destroyed everything, he has not left us anything. Of course, the  

Americans have to help him, they have to support him because they wonôt  

find a servant better than him, one who offers them all the wealth of the  

country and builds bases for them with the money he receives in return.
1
  

What better servant than this could they want? Of course, he (Carter) must  

say that the Shah has given his people freedom and has created a progressive  

country. According to Mr. Carterôs logic, freedom comprises all these  

killings which are occurring every day now in Iran and all the crimes,  

savagery and repression the Shah practices represent efforts to find  

progressive solutions for social problems. Yes, what he does is very good for  

Mr. Carter. It works to his benefit. The oil of the East, especially that of Iran  

and Hijaz, is very profitable for the foreigners; of course, Carter must  

                                                 
1 The oil goes into their pockets and in return for the oil, bases are built for them here. 
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announce his support for him. The Soviet Union too must announce its  

support, because they are taking the countryôs gas. They too have interests to  

protect. 

Now the voice of the people has been raised, they are saying that they  

want their resources to be recovered sensibly and correctly and to be sold in a  

proper way. They do not want to put this oil into their pockets or to eat it;  

they want it to be sold, but they do not want it to be plundered. They want to  

sell their oil to whichever country will give them the better price for it, and  

they want money in exchange; they want currency for it not scrap metal, not  

airplanes which are of no use to them.  They are saying that they want money  

so they can spend it on this nationðthis nation that does not even have  

running water. 

 

Hovel-dwelling villagers 

Ignore the northern section of Tehran where they have put things in  

order; go take a look at other areas; go look at the tents and the hovels that  

some people live in. Go and see what kind of lives they have in this city  

which is the centre of this great civilization.ô Go one day and take a look  

around and spend sometimeé In so many areas of Tehran now, shantytowns  

have been created the best houses of which are those which people have built  

for themselves and their families out of mud. Why have the people come and  

settled here? They have come here because of the ñland reforms.ò When they  

implemented the land reform program, the people could not remain in their  

own villages. Everything there was turned upside down and they had to  

leave. They swarmed into the cities; most of them went to Tehran and now  

these poor people have to endure a very unpleasant and difficult life there.  

Those who have migrated to the cities are not all young people, they are not  

able to earn money by carrying things around for people, and they cannot  

simply get hold of a cart and work as street vendors. Most of them are old  

men and women, and most of them are frail and poor and they are now living  

in these hovels. People have written telling me about these problems, (I had  

noted down all that they said, but I do not have the notes with me now and I  

cannot remember all the particulars). They told me that there are thirty areas  

or more in Tehran where these shanty-towns have been set up, some of them  

are situated near the shrine of Hadrat Abd al-Azim
1
 and some are even to  

be found in the northern sections of the city. These places are full of these  

poor migrants, people who, because of the land reforms, had to move there  

                                                 
1 Abd al-Azim Hasani: a learned and pious descendant of Imam Hasan (a) whose shrine is located in Shahri Rey, in the south 

of Tehran. 



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 67 

and now have to suffer a poverty-stricken life. They have no water, no  

electricity, and no lives. They have nothing! Not only do they not have  

electricity, other districts of Tehran do not either, every day a few areas of  

Tehran are plunged into darkness because of the shortage of electricity. Some  

of these poor migrants live in pits, in very deep holes, in dwellings you reach  

by going down scores of steps into the ground. In order to obtain water they  

have to take their jugs and climb up those steps until they reach a water tap.  

This is the life that they have made for them.   

 

Poverty and destruction in the midst of an ocean of oil wealth 

The people from a village not too far away from Tehran, who are in  

touch with me, have written asking for permission to use some of the money  

from the charitable funds to help them build a water storage tank so that they  

can collect the rainwater because the nearest water storage tank is about five  

kilometers from their village. Do not be deceived by these cars that you see  

in  Tehran which are owned by only a small portion of the population, those  

who own them are either working for the regime or are doing well for  

themselves, they do not give a true picture of the state of the country. Go  

look at the other cities of Iran; go to the areas of Tehran where people live in  

hovels, go and see the true situation of this nation, a nation that has so much  

natural wealth. The money from the oil should be used for the people. If we  

had an honest government which sold the oil in a proper way and spent the  

revenues from it on the people, then this nation would not be in the state it is  

today. This is why we are shouting. We ask why one group of people has to  

live in such poverty while another group has to spend five million dollars just  

for decorating their villas. I have received correspondence telling me that  

five million dollars has been spent on plants and flowers for the garden of the  

villa of the Shahôs sister. Where did she get this money from? Rida Shah had  

nothing when he enacted his coup dô®tat, but he confiscated the property of  

the people by means of force and later just a small portion of it was given  

back. Their wealth comes from the people. How is this Pahlavi Foundation  

administered? It is run with the nationôs money. They take this nationôs oil  

and its other sources of wealth; they plunder this nation so that they can live  

like this while others live in poverty. We are shouting that we should not be  

plundered in this way that this regime must be replaced. We shall continue  

shouting until our last breath, and when we have no breath left, well then we  

have an excuse before God, the Blessed and Exalted. 
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The mission of exposition and enlightenment 

Gentlemen, you too have a responsibility which you must shoulder. You  

must speak out, for the interests of a nation and Islam are involved here. You  

have a responsibility to propagate as much as you can against the ruling  

regime in Iran, and this means exposing the truth and realities of Iran. Let  

those around you know what is happening to your people. Tell them what is  

taking place in the universities, in the colleges, in the schools even. They  

have killed little girls, this year itôs the turn of little seven- and eight-year-old  

girls. Tell them what goes on in the prisons of Iran, in Iran itself, which is a  

prison. Tell these facts to those you are acquainted with over here, those you  

attend school with and to those you meet at the gatherings which you attend.   

If each one of you tells twenty people or even ten people about the realities in  

Iran, then a wave of public opinion will be formed and your actions will have  

been a service to the people who are giving their lives and doing you a  

service. You must propagate the facts, you must speak out. If you are able,  

get your views published in the press here, give interviews, and let the people  

know what you have to say. You are not in the same situation as I am, I  

cannot give interviews, but you can, so speak out. 

I ask God, the Blessed and Exalted, to grant all of you peace and good  

health. I hope and pray that God, the Blessed and Exalted, gives you all good  

health and I hope that if He wills, this roaring flood of people in Iran which is  

moving in one direction and which in my opinion has been brought about by  

the hand of Godðfor such a phenomenon cannot be created by manðwill  

sweep away this profligate regime and your country will become your own  

for you to administer yourselves.  (The audience says: ñGod willingò). May  

God grant you success and assist you. I apologize that my state of health does  

not permit me to sit here longer and speak to you further. May God preserve  

you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 69 

Speech 
 
Date: October 21, 1978 [Mehr 29, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 18, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The multifarious interference of America in the internal affairs of Iran 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Carter and the Shah 

In Carterôs opinion this aggressive democracy in Iran is such that  

opposition has arisen left and right; and he still maintains that he has no  

intention of interfering in Iranôs internal affairs. He has also mentioned  

before that he (Shah) has established a progressive society in Iran. Carter has  

made three statements: one is that the Shah has moved quickly and decisively  

to establish democratic principles in Iran and this, he says, has been the cause  

of opposition from the leftists and the conservatives; another is that the Shah  

has formed a progressive society in Iran; and in the third statement he once  

again repeats that he has no intention of interfering in the internal affairs of  

Iran. Now the Iranians themselves must study these remarks and decide  

whether they have been made for them, for a Western audience, for the  

American people or for people on another planet! 

Well, let us look at his first statement that the Shah has moved  

aggressively to establish democratic principles in Iran. Has the situation in  

the country changed from the time that he opened his eyes in his cradle to an  

Iran ruled by his father to the time that he himself, upon the orders of the  

foreigners and Allies, assumed power and began his rule? Does this  

democracy which he has moved aggressively to implement, or this freedom  

that he has granted the people ñquickly and decisively,ò include all these  

deeds that he has perpetrated throughout his reign?   

Which of the many Parliaments, the National Consultative Assembly, as  

they call it, and the Senate, that have come into existence throughout the  

whole Pahlavi eraðand I have witnessed events from the inception of the  

Pahlavi ruleðhave been selected by the people, as is their right, to determine  

their destiny? When have the people ever voted in a free and fair  

referendum? During which of these two Pahlavi periods, and especially this  

most recent period when this man has moved quickly to establish democracy,  

have the members of Parliament truly represented the people? Isnôt it the  
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case that they are ordered into Parliament? The people believe that it is the  

Shah who gives the orders as to who should enter Parliament, but the reality  

is that the foreigners give the orders. They give a list of the names of those  

they want to enter Parliament! The Shah has said himself on several  

occasions that although this practice is not observed now; it was at one time  

that the embassies provided a list of the names of their chosen delegates, that  

is those who served them not the people, and he had to oblige them! But now  

of course the Shah claims that we are no longer subservient to any power. It  

is the indisputable right of the people to be able to vote freely and to send the  

delegate of their choice to Parliament, a right which all the world recognizes  

and which forms the basis of democracy. The destiny of a nation lies in the  

hands of the representatives in Parliament, and the people themselves should  

be able to determine their own destiny, indeed the constitutional law has  

given this right to the people. From the time that the present Shah assumed  

power, or rather was brought to power, to the present day, has this  

democracy of his, which according to Carter he implemented aggressively,  

ever granted the people this indisputable, manifest right of theirs?  Have we  

ever had a representative in the Parliament who truly represented the people?   

You can go to any city in Iran and ask the person there who the person is  

who represents them in Parliament, what kind of a person he is. It is a well- 

known fact that most of the people in Iran do not even know who represents  

them in Parliament! This nation should determine its own fate, should  

appoint its own representatives, but most of the people do not know who is  

representing themé When you tell them their names, they mean nothing to  

them! This aggressive democracyô has robbed the nation of their  

indisputable, manifest right!   

 

Deprivation of freedom 

Try to find even one city where the people voted freely for their  

representatives! Take Tehran for example, this is the capital, the political hub  

of the country, if there is freedom then surely it is to be found there. But none  

of these Tehran delegates has reached Parliament through the free voting of  

the people. This is no secret, it is a well-known fact. So who is Mr. Carter  

making these remarks for? The people on the planet Jupiter who know  

nothing about this world, or for the people on this planet? If he is speaking  

for the latter, then where in the world isnôt it known (that there is no freedom  

and democracy in Iran)? Which one of the worldôs newspapers is not  

informed of this? Yes, perhaps many of them write in support of Mr. Carter  

and say that democracy and freedom do exist in the country, that the people  
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have selected their delegates through their votes, but they are aware that this  

is not true, just as Mr. Carter is. Mr. Carter knows what kind of a person this  

Shah is. He knows only too well what kind of person has been given the  

mission; he knows the problems the people have to face. 

 

Press censorship 

This covered one aspect of freedom and democracy: the indisputable  

right of the people to vote. Now letôs take a look at another: freedom of the  

press. Whatever the newspapers of Iran wrote, they did so on the orders of  

ñHis Imperial Majesty Aryamehr;ò they never voiced the opinions of the  

people; they simply sang the praises of the Shah. The press now says that  

they were never free! Even the regimeôs own newspapers now say that they  

have never been free to write what they wanted. They are not allowed to be  

free even now. Throughout the years of his reignðwe are not concerned with  

that of his father here, which was either worse than this or just the sameð 

when has he ever allowed freedom of the press? Which one of the  

newspapers that Iran has had from the very beginning of his reign, when the  

Allies bestowed the monarchy upon him and imposed him on the Iranian  

nation, has been free and it was His Imperial Majesty who made it free? He  

says that now he has granted freedom of the press, but what about a year  

ago? If now he says he has made it free, then obviously we did not have  

freedom of the press a year ago.   

 

Confession of lack of freedom 

So he is a criminal; heôs a traitor. Even according to the logic of Carter,  

this man who wants to make him appear innocent and exempt from blame; he  

is a traitor! Carter says that the Shah has now moved aggressively to  

implement democracy and this is the source of opposition to him. But he has  

only recently decided to grant the nation this quick, decisive democracy, as  

the Shah himself said: ñWe want to grant freedom to the nation.ò Will no one  

stand up and ask him: ñWho are you to grant freedom to the people? Now  

you want to grant itðtheir freedom that is guaranteed by the Constitutionð  

to them?! Who are you to grant freedom?ò Your rule is illegal; you should  

never have ruled. Even if we suppose that your rule is legal, all the time that  

you have sat on your usurped throne, you have governed, never was any  

government in the country empowered to do anything. You did it all. Thus  

the responsibility for all the crimes lies on your shoulders. Carter says that he  

has now granted freedom to the people and implemented an aggressive  

democracy; this means that freedom and democracy did not exist previously,  
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and the country was administered through force. This is in itself a crime and  

according to the law the person who bears all the responsibility, the Shah,  

should be tried before the people. He should not be allowed to escape; he  

should be grabbed and put on trial for all the bloodshed he has caused and for  

depriving the people of their freedom. He should be made to answer for his  

crimes. 

 

The stifled mass media 

The newspapers in the country then were never free and neither were the  

radio and television, the two other mediums used for propaganda purposes.   

These two organs were never allowed to speak the truth either. When the  

Shah violates the law, when he murders the people, can they say that the  

Shah has done this? When have the media dared to say that the Shah gives  

the commands. Even now they say that it is the government which is  

responsible, or it is the fault of the police or due to martial law. This is all  

nonsense. It is this manôs fault.  Even in defeat, he continues with his deeds.   

The police are not concerned about the peopleôs demonstrations; they are  

ordered to stop them. They all say they are just carrying out orders. Those we  

spoke to after the attack on the Faydiyyah Madrasah
1
 in Qum, when the  

students were beaten and some even killed, told us that the attack was carried  

out on the orders of His Imperial Majestyô; even the police in Qum said this.   

And this was the truth; he ordered the attack and up until the present day all  

the atrocities that have been perpetrated in this country have been done so on  

the orders of His Imperial Majestyô. No one else is responsible other than  

him. This relates to his radio and television; these are instances of his  

propaganda. 

 

Carterôs logic 

Carter says that the Shah has given the people a ñquick freedomò and a  

ñquick democracy!ò He has given the people so much freedom now that they  

have had enough and are shouting out against it because his democracy has  

been so quick! Everyone is complaining to the Shah, their argument being  

that he wants to grant freedom and they are opposed to this, they do not want  

it! What these people really mean when they take to the streets and call for  

ñfreedom and independenceò is that they do not want freedom and  

                                                 
1 Faydiyyah Madrasah, founded in Safavid times, has acquired particular fame among the teaching institutions in Qum 

because of the role it has played in the Islamic movement. Closed down in 1975 by the Shahôs regime, it was ceremonially 

reopened after the triumph of the Revolution. 
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independence! The Shah wants to give them freedom and independence but  

they are shouting that it is not what they want! They are showing their  

opposition in this way! This interpretation issues from what we read in the  

newspapers. Carter has said that because the Shah has moved aggressively to  

establish democratic principles this has been the source of much opposition  

to him from all the people. Because he has granted freedom now the different  

political groups and the various factions are opposed to it and are asking:  

ñWhy have you granted us freedom?!ò The people too oppose him for giving  

them freedom! This is Carterôs logic concerning the freedom, which the Shah  

has given the nation. 

 

Land reforms and the destruction of agriculture 

Now, what about this progressive country he has created, this progressive  

attitude he has toward social problems?! Mr. Carter claims that the Shah has  

set his country on the road to progress and that this has been another source  

of opposition to him; that this has always been a source of opposition to him!   

Mr. Carterôs understanding of the meaning of progress seems to be totally  

different from ours. Otherwise, how can a country in which everything has  

been destroyed be described as progressive? Wherever you look in the  

country you can see what the Shah has brought about by the tenets of this  

White Revolutionô
1
 of his, as he calls it. According to him, his White  

Revolution has destroyed the feudal relationship, which existed between the  

landlord and the peasant, indeed he says landlords and peasants no longer  

exist! There are, as he has repeated on numerous occasions, only villagers  

and free men and free women! But in fact these villagers, these poor people  

are those who have lost all their means of livelihood (because of this White  

Revolution). These ñland reformsò have completely destroyed the countryôs  

agriculture. You no longer have agriculture in your country. Agricultural  

production in the country is now only sufficient to meet the needs of the  

nation for thirty-three days of the year; food has to be imported from abroad  

to satisfy the demand for the rest of the year.  

 

                                                 
1 White Revolution: a pilot plan forwarded by John. F. Kennedy, which was given the  

deceptive publicity for implementation of social reforms in underdeveloped countries.  

da Shah put the plan into effect and it was named as the White Revolutionô.  

The most serious damage that resulted from the implementation of the plan was that the  

agricultural sector of the country became absolutely incapable of meeting the domestic  

demand for foodstuff. Naturally, the country was made fully dependent on imports from the  

West, especially from the US. 



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 74 

The White Revolution Corps, agents of perversion 

As for these other institutions that he has set up, the Literacy Corps,
1
 the  

I-do not-know-what corps, the Religious Corps, the people know why they  

have been created, they know why this Literacy Corps has been sent into the  

rural areas: to sing the praises of the Shah, to spread falsehoods, to keep the  

people backward, to make the people believe that they should all obey the  

Shah and that ñthe command of God and the command of the Shahò are one  

and the same. Everything that this man has done in the country has driven it  

further and further into a state of backwardness. He does not allow a virtuous  

person to exist in our country, he is afraid of true human beings, he is afraid  

that if a virtuous person is found he will stand up to him and his regime and  

ask them why they are doing these things. This is why they do not let the  

people select their own representatives because they know that the elected  

representatives would stand up to them and question what they do in the  

country. They know that elected representatives would not let the  

government do just whatever it wanted, they would interpolate. They would  

not let the Shah do whatever he wanted, they would stop him, they would  

object, they would ask him to explain. So obviously he won't allow the  

people to send their own representatives to the Parliament. 

 

Americaôs influence in all affairs of the country 

Where is this progressive country, this progressive society that we do not  

know about, that we have not been told about? Where has he caused this  

country to prosper? He has turned this country into nothing other than a base  

for others; he has allowed others to dominate us. America is now involved in  

all aspects of our lives. Is this what you call a ñprogressive country?ò The  

first sign of progress in a country lies in its independence, in it being able to  

stand on its own feet. Is our country independent? [America] dictates to us  

from one direction and [the Soviet Union] from the other. America digs its  

claws deep into the depths of our oil wells while the Soviet Union does the  

same to our gas supplies. In what way is this country progressive? Which one  

of our universities is progressive? Where is our culture progressive? Do we  

                                                 
1 The Literacy Corps (the heading of the sixth tenet of the Shahôs White Revolution) was set  

up ostensibly to combat illiteracy in the countryside.  However, the books and teaching  

methods used by the high-school graduates in the corps accomplished little more than  

spreading pro-regime propaganda and introducing ideas aimed at destroying whatever  

remained of the villagersô religious beliefs.  After fifteen years of activities by the Corps, more  

than seventy percent of the rural population remained illiterate. 
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have a progressive army? Can an army which is under the command of  

American advisers be called our army?  

According to the way Carter thinks, surrendering everything the country  

has to him represents progress! Of course, Carter, who is an oil-devourer,  

must say that the country has progressed. He wants the oil; he is devouring  

our oil; of course, he must say such things.  

 

Carterôs influence in Iran 

Now letôs move on to Carterôs third remark. Of course all three of his  

remarks demand more explanation than this, but you yourselves know  

enough about these matters and so it is not called for here. His third remark  

was that America has no intention of interfering in the affairs of Iran. So, Mr.  

Carter, you claim you have no intention of interfering? In what have you not  

interfered? What are your military advisers doing in our army? Why have  

they come here? To do what? Who has set up these bases in the mountains of  

Iran? For whom have they been set up? Does this not constitute interference  

in the affairs of our country? Are not these remarks of yours in themselves a  

form of interference? Is it not you who oblige the Shah to destroy the country  

in this manner? Do you not interfere in the affairs of the country at all? The  

Shah himself has said that lists of names were given to the regime. Of course,  

now he claims that this practice does not occur any more, but heôs lying,  

even now these lists are sent to the regime. Even now the parliamentary  

delegates are [selected] from their lists. ñI will not interfere!ò You are talking  

about a country in which the people are aware of their situation; they know  

what is being done to their country and what has befallen them. ñI will not  

interfere!ò Why is he saying that he won't interfere? The Iranians know that  

he interferes, the worldôs media know that Mr. Carter, and whoever becomes  

president in America, will interfere in the affairs of our country and prevent  

us from standing on our own two feet.   

 

Unfounded freedom, alleged progress 

We have no independence; we are not free; the people are in no way free  

and the press is still not free. Martial law does not allow the press to speak  

out. Why do not these newspapers, that now claim to enjoy freedom, write  

about what the Shah is doing? If you look at all the newspapers, there is not  

one word written therein which says that the person perpetrating all these  

crimes is the Shah himself. [He is] the one who has committed these crimes  

from the beginning of his rule until the present time. The day that the pillars  

of this regime crumble, the press will speak out, but for now they are not  
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brave enough because now the country is under the control of martial-law,  

which will either close down the newspaper that speaks out or execute its  

employees. 

How can you claim that there is freedom and progress? Itôs ridiculous to  

say that this opposition has come about because the Shah wishes to give the  

people freedom and set the country on the road to progress. Is Carter really  

saying that all this uproar the people are creating in the streets, all their cries  

of protest, are because the Shah wants to give them freedom and they do not  

want it! What a ridiculous statement to be made by anyone, let alone the  

President of a country! They have written about this in the newspapers and  

no one remarks on its absurdity. It appears that these are simply idle remarks,  

because everyone knows about the situation in Iran. 

 

The countryôs problems stem from the superpowers 

All our problems are caused by the heads of these nations, the heads of  

these governments. All these disasters, which occur in Iran and in Eastern  

countries, are brought about by the heads of these so-called superpowers.   

These powerful countries seek to dominate the weaker nations and rob them  

of their natural wealth, meaning that the weak should work and surrender to  

the powerful. They devour their oil while the weak nation goes hungry; they  

exhaust their mines while the people go hungry; the people live on these  

large oil deposits yet they go hungry. This is the logic of these great  

ñsuperpowersò such as the Soviet Union and America and the like. This is  

how they want it to be, but we do not want it to be like this. 

 

Illegal agreements 

Our first step must be to change the present situation in Iran. The Shah,  

the government, the ministers and the representatives have all been imposed  

on this nation, the people did not select their representatives; the members of  

the Senate have not been appointed by the people to the extent that they  

should have been. When the Parliament has been appointed without the vote  

and consent of the people, then it is not legal because according to the  

constitutional law, the Parliament should be voted for by the people. If the  

Parliament is illegal then the ministers that are appointed, the Prime Minister  

who is appointed, are also illegal, and all the agreements that they sign with  

other countries, no matter what kind of agreements they are, be they oil or  

arms agreements, are null and void. All of this is against the constitution  

because it is against the lawé  
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Speech 
 
Date: October 21, 1978 [Mehr 29, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 18, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject:  Americaôs mission for the Shah 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

The enemy of Islam and humanity 

The Shah is the bloodthirsty enemy of us all; he is not only my enemy.
1
   

May God preserve the nation. May God repel this bloodthirsty enemyðthis  

enemy who is the enemy of the existence of this country; the enemy of the  

existence of Islam and the Muslims. Only a few days ago some of the Shahôs  

agents murdered seven- or eight-year-old children, schoolboys and  

schoolgirls. He is not only my enemy; he is the enemy of us all; he is the  

enemy of humanity; he is the enemy of honor. You should all join hands  

together. Those of us who are outside the country have a duty to raise our  

voices in support of the people in Iran who stand united against him, and will  

continue to do so until, God willing, this enemy is destroyed. The regimeôs  

destruction is imminent, the bluster and self-glorification of the past is over  

now, but we should not be neglectful, those of us who are abroad should not  

be heedless of the situation of our brothers in the country. We have a duty, a  

moral and a religious duty to help them to the best of our ability. We must  

propagate their cause in whatever way we can; if we are able to get  

statements published in the newspapers then we must do so. We must do  

whatever we can. 

 

Shah, the American agent 

The people of Iran today are suffering at the hands of this man.
2
 He has a  

mission to crush (them) and to prevent the interests of the foreigners from  

being destroyed. He is an agent. He has a mission to exhaust the countryôs oil  

supplies so that nothing is left for the people. This is the main reason why he  

                                                 
1 The beginning of the Imamôs speech in response to the feelings and slogans of the University  

students and those present who shouted ñKhomeini, Khomeini may Allah preserve you. Death,  

death to your blood thirsty enemy.ò 
2 Shah. 
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was brought to power. He says that he has a mission for his country,
1
 and this  

is indeed the truth! He has a ñmission for my country,ò the mission America  

gave to him: to take the country to the brink of non-existence! He has the  

mission to give all our oil to the Americans and in return buy scrap metal  

from them, a deal which benefits only them. These arms which are now  

being bought are of no use to Iran, they are arms that the Americans want to  

have here so that if a war breaks out between America and Russia, for  

example, they have all the weapons they need in one place. Iran is one of  

their bases, which they want armed. They take our oil and in return they  

bring arms here for themselves. They set up military installations for  

themselves in Iran to be used should war break out. Do not suppose that they  

give us arms in return for oil. What good are weapons that we cannot use?   

These are weapons which no one in Iran can use. These are weapons that  

they themselves want to bring here, even if they hadnôt taken our oil, they  

would still have brought these weapons here and would still have  

strengthened their bases because they fear that one day Russia may attack  

them.  So what better than to take our oil and in exchange, under the pretext  

of doing us a favor, build their bases! They build bases for themselves in Iran  

that is what we get in return for our oil.   

And such great amounts of oil they take! Some people who went to the  

oil fields said that the pipes through which they are taking the oil are so large  

that a man can easily walk into them! This was the case a while ago, perhaps  

by now they are even bigger! In only a few minutes the oil tankers are filled  

with oil and leave. This is the oil that was supposed to be used for running  

this country till the end of its days.  But now the Shah says that it will finish  

in thirty yearsô time. He now says that this large reserve, which should  

nourish this generation, sustain and make this country prosperous, will finish  

in thirty yearsô time. Who is finishing it? One should ask him who is  

finishing this oil. He is finishing it. The Shah is depleting these abundant,  

God-given reserves and what does this nation get in return for their oil?   

Arms! Why does he buy so many arms? Can he fight Russia? Can he fight  

America? The guns that he has now are sufficient for crushing the people of  

his country; he does not need to bring in more from America. The guns he  

has are enough to crush our merchants, our young people, our university  

students, our girls, our boys, our women and our men. What are those huge  

pieces of equipment that are coming into the country in return for the large  

amounts of oil, which go outé, is our country anything other than a base for  

                                                 
1 It refers to the Shahôs reported book, Mission for My Country. 
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them? So they take our oil and they take the profit from it also. They take our  

oil and then they take back the money they pay for it and use it to build bases  

for themselves. 

 

National or Royal?! 

We are not fully aware of what this regime is doing to this country; we  

do not have all the information. If, God willing, this man goes, then those  

people, who do know what is truly happening, who know the realities of Iran  

and are aware of the acts of treachery this man has perpetrated, will be able  

to speak out. But for the moment we do not have all the information.   

However, even the slight amount we do have shows us that he has destroyed  

the agriculture of Iran through his ñland reforms.ò Do you suppose that Iran  

has any agriculture left for itself? He has destroyed it. And then the regime  

boasts about how much it has imported from abroad! This is laughable really.  

These boasts in a country, which used to export such commodities as wheat,  

barley and other items, are truly ridiculous. The situation should be lamented  

not lauded. Who has destroyed this great agrarian economy of Iran? At one  

time the needs of the whole country were met by the produce of just one of  

its provinces. Now we are reduced to depending on the outside world for all  

our essential needs. They have completely destroyed animal husbandry in the  

country. They have ñnationalized,ò as they put it, our pastures on which the  

animals graze. But what they mean by ñnationalizedò is that everything goes  

to the Shah; he sees only himself and his family as comprising the nation! So  

when they say something has been nationalized, they mean it now belongs to  

them! The nation comprises of no one else. No one else matters. What is the  

nation? Just a group of ordinary people, merchants and people from the  

university. What use are they? The nation is the Shah and his gang! They  

have nationalized the pasturelands and the forests, but their nationalization  

serves only their own interests. They have prevented the farmers from  

grazing their animals on the pastures, so these farmers in turn have lost  

everything. They didnôt allow the people to make use of the forests; instead  

they sold the forests to this place and that and took the profit for themselves.   

However, we still do not know about everything that they do.   

 

Land reforms program and its consequences 

We know about the agriculture of Iran because we can see what has  

happened to it since he implemented his land reform program. Our agrarian  

economy has been completely ruined. One way in which these land reforms  

have proved detrimental to our country is that we have now become a market  



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 80 

for America. We are now forced to import wheat from America; the Iranian  

people now have to give their money to import a commodity that they once  

produced themselves, a commodity from which they should be deriving  

profit. And the same goes for everything else, they even say that eggs are  

brought in from Israel.   

Another way in which the land reform program has proved detrimental is  

that it has displaced the villagers. As a result of the reforms, the villagers  

could no longer remain in their villages and so they migrated to Tehran and  

other cities. People have written to me telling me that there are twenty or  

thirty areas around Tehran. I cannot remember the exact number but these  

poor migrants have set up tents or some other forms of shelter for themselves  

in pits, in large holes in the ground. Just imagine two hundred, three hundred,  

five hundred tents where they live with their children and elderly relatives.  

And this is happening in Tehran, the capital of a country on the threshold of  

a great civilization.ô Not only do they not have electricity, they have no  

water, there is no asphalt on the roads, and they have to take their jugs and  

climb up scores of steps out of this pit until they reach a water tap where they  

fill their jugs and climb down again. Picture some poor woman in the middle  

of the biting winter of Tehran climbing up and down those steps to fetch a  

jugful of water for her children. God only knows how many times she  

stumbles, how much trouble she has to go through, and this is not only in one  

area, there are forty or fifty more like this around  Tehran. I have received  

reports of the areas where people have left their villages because of ñland  

reformsò and the fall of agriculture. They have left their villages and flooded  

into Tehran and maybe other cities as well. They have taken refuge in Tehran  

so that can make a living. This is the situation of these people in a capital  

where the places are so grand! 

 

Five million dollars are spent on floral decoration while villagers are living in hovels 

This is the kind of life that they have while the relatives of this man live  

as they do. Only a few days ago I read somewhere that one of the Shahôs  

sisters had spent a few million dollars on a villa some place, I canôt  

remember exactly where, but what I do recall is that she spent five million  

dollars just on flowers and plants for decorating the garden of her
1
 villa.  Five  

million dollars! Itôs beyond imagination. The nation has one lifestyle and  

they have another. How did this come about? On the one hand, it came about  

                                                 
1 Ashraf Pahlavi. 
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because the Americans ordered him to: ñCarry out land reformsô; create a  

market for our goods, for we over-produce and we throw the surplus into the  

sea, but instead weôll sell it to you and get money for it!ò And on the other  

hand because if some small amount of the oil money is left after the  

Americans have taken all that they want, the Shah and his gang grab it and  

spend it on their enjoyment.   

 

America, the main criminal 

We say that this situation should be changed. This is what anyone would  

say. Any human being would say this. Our country is in such a troubled  

situation because of this man and the people have suffered so under his rule  

as they did under that of his father before him. Now we say this state of  

affairs has to change. Nothing else. We say that this regime has betrayed this  

country. Even now treason is being committed. We must sever the hands of  

the traitors from this land. We say that it is America who has perpetrated the  

greatest act of treachery against our country. It is America that we now  

confront; the others are merely the leaves and branches. The Shah is one of  

the branches of America; he is only a servant; he has to do whatever they tell  

him. We say that America too must go, for it is the trunk. These branches  

take the wealth of the people; they are useless. They are traitors; they have to  

go too. The country belongs to us and we want to administer it ourselves.   

What has it got to do with America if we do not progress? It is ridiculous. 

 

Carter, the Shahôs esteemed teacher 

Only today I was shown a newspaper which reported that Mr. Carter had  

said in an interview that the Iranian people are opposing the Shah because he  

wants to create a progressive society in Iran and wants to give the people  

freedom! It was in yesterdayôs newspaper also. So all these people are  

opposing him, this nation is opposing him because he wants to give them  

freedom! They are shouting that they do not want freedom! According to the  

logic of Mr. Carter, who thinks he knows everything, the Shah is asking the  

people to let him give them a prosperous life and they are saying no, we do  

not want it, we want to continue living in these pits! What can we do with  

such people? What should we say about this Carter? Should we say that he  

does not know what is really happening in the country, that he is not  

informed? Is it possible that Carter is not informed while you and I are? He  

has his experts everywhere; they are deeply involved in everything, so he  

knows what is going on. Who is he trying to fool?  If he were to make such  

remarks at some other gathering where the people were not aware of the  
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realities in Iran, they would think that all the people in Iran were mad,  

because this kind man wants to give them freedom, he wants to give them a  

good life and they do not want it. They would ask, ñDo not you want to have  

a car? Do not you want to have a prosperous life? He wants to give it to you,  

he is offering it to you with both hands and telling you to come and take it.   

So why are you pushing his hands away and saying you do not want it?ò   

This is the logic of Mr. Carter, the President of America! Yet he knows fully  

well what he is saying; he is well aware of the situation. By making these  

remarks he hopes to deceive some people, well supposing that he can; this is  

devilry. 

 

Torture and imprisonment is considered as freedom in the Shahôs logic 

We are troubled by such a being in the world. The logic of we, backward  

people, is that we want to have control of our own wealth. We are people  

whom they describe as backward. Sometimes they say we are not worthy of  

freedom. The Shah himself has said that the people of our country do not  

deserve freedom and because they are not worthy they must be imprisoned.   

They deserve nothing other than imprisonment. They are not deserving of  

freedom. Why? Is it because they are shouting, ñGive us freedom?ò Is this  

why they are not worthy of it? Now everyone from the four- or five-year-old  

children, who of course learn from their elders, to the elderly are calling for  

freedom and independence. Well, if they already have freedom, then what  

more do they want? If he wants to grant them freedom, then why are all these  

people calling for ñfreedom and independence?ò Obviously our logic differs.  

According to the Shahôs way of thinking, his country is free, but that means  

everyone is being persecuted. This is his logic. What one man calls freedom  

is what we call tortured. According to his logic, he has granted freedom to  

those who were imprisoned, those who were suppressed, those who were  

persecuted!  Independence too in the Shahôs logic means something else: a  

country which is dependent on others in all aspects, which he has made  

dependent, is according to him independent.   

 

Americaôs anointed representatives 

Do you think that the members of the Iranian Parliament, whose  

selection has nothing to do with the people, are nominated by the Shah? No,  

the embassies prepare a list of the names of those to be selected beforehand  

and give it to him. This is not something peculiar only to this period; it  

occurred at the time of Rida Khan also, only then it was the British Embassy,  

which prepared the list, and probably before them the Russian Embassy, and  
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now it is the American Embassy that does this.  Perhaps they, meaning  

America, Britain and Russia, all confer together and come to an  

understanding on this matter. They also come to an understanding on  

devouring the wealth of the people. One takes the gas while the other takes  

the oil. These representatives of ours are ordered into the Parliament by  

America. If it was the Shah himself who did this, then at least we could say  

he is from this country, even though we do not want a compatriot like this.   

But even he doesnôt order them into Parliament. They say who should be the  

delegates, they give him the list and he passes it on to those who deal with  

the referendum, without modification. What say do the people have in the  

matter? How are the people involved in this? Who are the people? The  

people should be suppressed. They should work and eat nothingé They  

should work and whatever they earn should go into the pockets of others; and  

whatever isé left over from Carter and America goes into the pockets of the  

Shah and his Pahlavi relatives. What of the people? Suppression is their lot in  

life. They have to have something to put into their mouths, well let it be a  

punch! 

 

The Shahôs regime from an Islamic viewpoint 

We say that this situation must be changed; it cannot carry on like this.   

A nation of thirty million
1
 or more cannot be constantly suppressed;

2
 the  

people cannot always work while others take the fruits of their labor. This  

does not conform to any logic. This situation has to be rectified. This is the  

logic of Islam. Can they in any way question this logic? They say that Islam  

is reactionaryô;
3
 well, what business is it of theirs if it is or not? They call it  

reactionary because Islam says they must leave the country and let the people  

live independently. When they say ñIslam is reactionaryò they do so because  

Islam tells you that foreigners should not rule over you, it has forbidden you  

to be ruled by foreigners, it says you should be independent. Naturally then,  

in their logic, because Islam says you should be independent, it is  

reactionary. As long as you are independent of America and it is not involved  

in all of your countryôs affairs, then you are not progressive. This is their  

logic, and with this logic they want to make us progressive and take us to the  

                                                 
1 The thirty-million figure pertains to the population of Iran before the victory of the Islamic  

Revolution. 
2 The population of Iran before the victory of the Islamic Revolution was estimated to be thirty  

million.  According to a census carried out in 1986, the figure was 49,445,010. 
3 Reactionary [irtij a]: The deposed monarch used to refer to combatant clerics and those who  

opposed his White Revolution as the black reactionary forces. 
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ñthreshold of civilization.ò Our logic is different from theirs. Our  

terminology is different. According to their logic, what is happening in the  

country nowðthese actions of the Shahðare all part of taking us to the  

threshold of civilization.  

 

America, the source of (our) backwardness 

At this very moment, as we sit here, fighting is taking place in many  

places in Iran and shots are being fired. Our people are saying: ñWe do not  

want you to take us to the threshold of civilizationô. You leave the country;  

we know what to do.ò Let America leave our country; let the American  

advisers leave; when they go we shall administer our lives ourselves; our  

lives are none of their business. The Shah wishes to make us a progressiveô  

country, but we do not want the kind of progress that he has in mind. If we  

are able we will make our nation progressive ourselves, but if we do not  

succeed then so be it. We are a group of peasants who want to cultivate  

wheat or barley on our own land and then eat it ourselves. We are telling you  

Americans who have come here from the other side of the world and have  

grasped all the resources of Iran, its oil, copper, steel, everything, and are  

plundering the wealth of this country, to take your hands off! We will do  

what we want with our own resources. Carter tells us that we canôt, but what  

has it got to do with him? If I cannot put my aba on, does that mean he has  

to come and take it off me? His talk of progress is all lies; he wonôt allow us  

to progress. 

 

America, an obstacle to Iranôs progress 

We have had universities in Iran for some seventy years now. We have  

had schools from the time of Amir Kabir.
1
 We have universities,

2
 but they  

have not been allowed to teach properly. Our educational system is an  

                                                 
1 Amir Kabir: Mirza Taqi Khan Farahani, better known as Amir Kabir (1803-1848), was the  

strong and popular prime minister of Nasir ad-Din Shah of the Qajar dynasty, who, by relying  

on his shrewdness, sagacity and perseverance managed to do away with many aspects of  

foreign colonialism and domestic autocracy to promote the welfare of the country in the face  

many challenging difficulties. 
2 A center of higher education called Dar al-Muallimin was established in 1918 and the  

University of Tehran was founded in 1935. The system of education at the University of  

Tehran was mostly adopted from the French system and many of the older lecturers had been  

educated in France. However, after the coup of August 19, 1953 [Mordad 28, 1332 AHS] and  

the rise in American influence in the country, the educational system of the universities in Iran  

gradually moved toward the American model and many of the sensitive posts were given to  

Freemasons. 
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imperialist system. It is a system which they created for us, which they  

dictated to us. The imperialists do not let our youth become properly  

educated. They do not let us progress. If they release their hold on us, then  

the Iranians will make progress like the rest, they are no less capable than  

anyone else. But they do not let us progress, because if they were to do this  

then their interests would be jeopardized. They want to devour the East and  

keep it in a state of backwardness. They need it to be in this state so they can  

consume its wealth. They have installed their agents everywhere; in our  

country itôs this Mr. Shah with his ñmission for my countryò and we can all  

see what that mission has entailed. 

 

Our goal, termination of foreign rule 

Ours is the logic of Islam, a logic which says that Muslims should not be  

ruled by foreigners,
1
 they should not be dominated by others. We do not want  

to be subservient to others. This is what we are really saying, that America  

must go, not only America, Russia too, all foreign powers must leave our  

country. This is our logic and this is what we are shouting for.  Now if,  

according to this logic, anyone has anything to say, then let us hear it.  

According to the propaganda in these newspapersðand it is said that the  

Shah spends a hundred million dollars every year on propaganda for his  

regime, to preserve his regime,
2
 of course one expects such statements to be  

                                                 
1 Surah an-Nisa 4:141: ñAnd never will Allah grant to the unbelievers a way (to triumph) over  

the Believers.ò 
2 The Shah used to spend part of the countryôs revenue on heavily financing propaganda  

campaigns. Both ambassadors and the Royal Public Relations Bureau gave millions of dollars  

to writers and publicity agencies and to the press, radio and television, to ensure that the  

Shahôs crimes and treacherous activities remained concealed and that instead he was  

introduced as one of the worldôs great politicians and outstanding thinkers. Le Point, printed in  

France, voted the Shah as ñthe Man of the Yearò! Barry Rubin, the American researcher, in his  

book The Power Struggle in Iran writes: ñThe extensive nature of the propaganda which was  

spread by the regime was one of the main reasons why the latterôs shortcomings remained  

hidden.ò The sums of money given by the Shah for propaganda purposes were so vast that  

rivalry broke out between Iranologists from America, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, and  

Holland over the translation of material such as the Shahôs own book or the Muarrifi-ye  

Tamaddun va Shahhan-e Gozashteh. Such payments were made in absolute secrecy and hence  

the exact amounts involved for these or other payments offered as bribes for propaganda are  

not yet known. Documents uncovered since the victory of the Revolution however, both in  

Iran and in Iranian embassies abroad, indicate that these amounts had been quite substantial.   

In America alone, millions of dollars were spent each year on popularizing the Shahôs regime.   

Among the contracts made to this end, was the five hundred and seven thousand dollar  

contract made with the New York public relations counseling agency ñRuder and Finn, Inc.ò;  

the agreement to pay Marion Javits, the wife of Senator Javits, an annual sum of sixty-seven  

thousand five hundred dollars; and the regular payment of exorbitant sums to William Rogers,  

the former Foreign Minister of the United States. Following his departure from Iran in  

November 1978 [Aban 1357 AHS], Siamak Zand, the head of the press section of the Royal  

Public Relations Bureau, stated in an interview that he used to bribe most of the foreign  

journalists.  In the same interview he clearly named four of the journalists in question to be the  

editor-in-chief of the American magazine Newsweek; two journalists from The Daily  

Telegraph and The Times; and the French reporter Gerard de Villiers.  Refer to The Power  

Struggle in Iran, p. 117; In the Service of the Peacock Throne, p. 310; and the Herald Tribune  

newspaper of November 17, 1978 [Aban 26, 1357 AHS]. 
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found in these newspapersðthe akhunds are reactionaries; the akhunds are  

worshippers of the old; the akhunds are such and such. Then they turn to  

Islam and they paint a bad picture of both Islam and the akhunds. Why?   

Because that which stands in the way of the imperialists is Islam and it is the  

akhunds who are implementing Islam. The imperialists try to get rid of these  

obstacles to their designs by disparaging Islam so the people will turn away  

from its teachings and spurn the akhunds, and then only their agents, and  

whoever else they want, will be left. 

 

Assault on the (students of) theological schools, universities and (ordinary) schools 

They have made our universities such that our students cannot study  

properly. There is so much pressure on them. Nowadays no one can study in  

our theological schools or universities. The universities are always on strike.
1
  

It has been over a year now that they have been on strike; they cannot  

function; the regime does not let them function. Its agents storm the  

universities, beating and injuring both men and women, or arresting them and  

taking them off to prison. The same happens in the schools. Every so often  

they attack the schools and assault the pupils and teachers there. The  

religious students and university students cannot study in such a tense  

atmosphere, and now it is the same for the school-children. Nowadays they  

are beating the school-children, even killing them. Only today I was  

                                                 
1 On October 7, 1978 [Mehr 15, 1357 AHS], a number of universities across the country did  

begin lectures after a slight delay, but most of them went on strike on the same day and closed  

down again.  The Teacher Training University closed after only being open for a day and the  

students of the Azad University of Tabriz announced in a declaration on the afternoon of  

October 7 that they would not attend classes until martial law was lifted.  Ferdowsi University  

of Mashhad, Kerman University, Isfahan University, Shiraz University, Amir Kabir University  

and Ridai University did not reopen at all. The students of the Teacher Training University  

and the College of Higher Education in Arak also announced that they would not attend  

classes.  Refer to the newspapers of October 1978. 
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informed of the killing of many young schoolboys and schoolgirls by the  

regime.
1
 

 

Retreat in face of the nation 

The situation in Iran at present is unprecedented, and even more  

unexampled is the spirit of the Iranian people at this time. Their spirit now is  

so strong that even though tanks close in on them from one side and soldiers  

with bayonets from another, they raise their fists into the air and go forward;  

they confront them with sticks and stones. One is slain and another takes his  

place. They do not give up. It is this spirit which will make this regime  

retreat, as it has done already.   

This Rastakhiz Party was so highly praised by the regime and the Shah  

insisted so strongly that all Iranians had to join it saying that whoever did not  

must leave the country because he was no longer an Iranian, he no longer had  

a nation.
2
  But then he later changed his stance and said the Rastakhiz Party  

was not important, it was like other parties.
3
 Sometimes he says something  

                                                 
1 On October 18, 1978 [Mehr 26, 1357 AHS], police attacked the Ibrat high school for girls  

injuring and arresting a number of pupils there. A protest demonstration by students of Nazi-  

Abad high school was disrupted when police and soldiers moved in and a number of pupils  

were injured. A fire began in the Ilahi high school during demonstrations by pupils there, as a  

result of which a number of them were trapped. Many pupils of both girlsô and boysô high  

schools were killed on this day as a result of the actions of the police and army. 
2  The Shah had ordered for various parties to be formed such as the ñMardom [Peopleôs]  

Party,ò the ñMilliyun [Nationalsô] Partyò and the ñIran-e Novin [Modern Iran] Party.ò In 1974  

[1353 AHS], however, he announced that the Rastakhiz Party was to be regarded as the  

countryôs only legitimate party and he made membership of it obligatory. He demanded that  

anyone who was opposed to this party should leave Iran! The Rastakhiz Party was established  

on the basis of three principles: allegiance to the constitutional law; allegiance to the  

monarchical regime; and allegiance to the Shah-People Revolution. Hoveyda, the Prime  

Minister of the day, was elected as Secretary General of the Rastakhiz Party and ñRastakhizò  

became the focal attraction for those who sought power or influence. No sooner had this party  

been established than Imam declared its illegality according to religious law. He thus issued a  

religious decree forbidding anyone to become a member of this party and he argued that to  

demand compulsory membership was a violation of the Constitution. On the partyôs first  

birthday following its establishment, the regime announced that this party enjoyed a  

membership of twenty-three million people! (The total population of Iran at that time was only  

thirty-three million people.) The Shah forbad the partyôs members to discuss or hold meetings  

about oil, the White Revolution, the procurement of arms and equipment, and the countryôs  

foreign policy. Six months after its establishment, high-officials of the American embassy in  

Iran reported to Washington that this party played no practical role in the politics of Iran.   

Refer to Tarikh-e Novin-e Iran [The Modern History of Iran], p. 257. 
3  It refers to the mass media on Mordad 27-28, 1357 AHS. At the time of the establishment of  

the Rastakhiz or National Resurgence Party, the Shah declared: ñWe must straighten out  

Iraniansô ranks. To do so, we divide them into two categories: those who believe in Monarchy,  

the Constitution and the Sixth Bahman Revolution (i.e. the date on which the White  

Revolution was announced in 1963); and those who donôt. . .  A person who does not enter the  

new political party and does not believe in the three cardinal principles which I referred to,  

will have only two choices. He is either an individual who belongs to an illegal organization,  

or is related to the outlawed Tudeh Party, or in other words, is a traitor. Such an individual  

belongs in an Iranian prison, or if he desires he can leave the country tomorrow, without even  

paying exit fees; he can go any where he likes, because he is not an Iranian, he has no nation,  

and his activities are illegal and punishable according to the law. . . Everyone must be man  

enough to clarify his position in this country. He either approves of the conditions or he does  

not. As I said before, if his disapproval has treacherous overtones, his fate is clear. If it has  

ideological roots, he is free in Iran, but he should not have any expectations. . . We expect  

everyone, any individual who has come of age, to vote, either to enter this new political  

structure or to clarify his position as of tomorrow or as soon as possible.ò (The Shah, speech  

of March 2, 1975, Ministry of Information and Tourism pamphlet, pp. 11-13.) Fred Halliday  

in his book Iran: Dictatorship and Development, (p. 48) adds: ñThe pressure was therefore on,  

for everyone to be seen to join the new entity: the ominous phrase he should not have any  

expectationsô takes on a special meaning in a country where the state is the dominant patron  

and source of advancement. It would be a mistake to see Rastakhiz as simply designed to  

further the pretence that there exists in Iran a form of democracy that is in reality absent.   

These organizations have an additional and important purpose, namely to generate support for  

the regime and to provide a means of forcing people to compromise themselves by  

declarations of loyalty.  Promotion, security, contactsðmuch can depend on whether someone  
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and persists with it so much, but now this very nationé has forced him to  

shift his ground. The people have forced him to say that this Rastakhiz Party  

is nothing. I said from the very beginning that this was not a party, that this  

was just talk. His other plans are the same. Gradually, he will say the same  

about the land reforms, because these were not reforms, they amounted to  

nothing other than acts of corruption. What did the land reform program do  

with its Literacy Corpsðthis corps that does nothing other than send people  

into the towns and villages to sing the Shahôs praises and promote his image? 
 
A united voice in Iran 

Now all the people, from the remotest villages to the provincial capitals,  

stand unified and shout: ñWe do not want this Shah.ò Is any referendum  

                                                                                                                                                        
is a party member or not.ò However, by 1978, the Shah had been forced to think again, and in  

an interview given on the anniversary of the August 19 coup dô®tat, he said: ñAt that time we  

said that the party is for everyone which meant anyone could join it. Now we see that with the  

so-called open door policy and absolute, one hundred percent freedom, we no longer expect  

one hundred percent of the people to join this party. No.  A person may not wish to join it for  

some reason. He may have another way of thinking. He will have this choice and has it now.   

And later, according to the law of the civilized, progressive world he will be able to say and  

write whatever he wants.ò Refer to the newspapers of August 18 and 19, 1978 [Mordad 27 and  

28, 1357 AHS]. 
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better than this? A whole nation is saying we do not want this, so what is  

America saying? It is our country and we do not want this Shah ruling it. He  

must go, and it has nothing to do with America. We will determine our own  

destiny. The destiny of each country must lie in the hands of its people. We  

do not want him, he must go and we will appoint someone ourselves. Our  

destiny should be based on rules, on reasonable, rational rules, on laws, and it  

should be in the hands of those who have the right to determine it. 

At any rate, the duty of those of us here today, and the others who are out  

of the country is to help the Iranians. They have arisen; they have stood upð 

actually their movement is fifteen years old now, but it is only over the past  

year that it has become so strong, that it is proving effective. We are at a very  

critical stage in our history, perhaps there has never been such a period in  

Iranian history when the people have demonstrated such emotions, when  

seven- and eight-year-old school-children have taken to the streets in  

demonstrations shouting: ñWe do not want the Shah. Death to the Shah!ò  

And as one small child is killed another comes forward and shouts the same  

slogan. Men and women do the same and the slogan is repeated throughout  

the country, in the traditional and modern learning institutions, the  

theological schools and the universities, in the bazaars and mosques.   

Wherever you go the slogan is the same. This is an unprecedented event; Iran  

has never witnessed such unanimity. I cannot remember anything like this  

happening before, and I believe that neither Iranian nor world history can  

recall such a time when all the people spoke with one voice and shouted one  

slogan. If the bayonets of America were removed, the army wouldn't support  

the Shah either. But the bayonets of America are there, America is  

supporting him. All our troubles are caused by America. If these bayonets  

were removed, the army would not support him, no one would. This is the  

situation in Iran now. I am very optimistic that this unity of purpose which  

exists in Iran now will allow the people to achieve their aims and will lead  

them to success. 

 

The first fall, Shah and the second fall, America 

A nation cannot be kept under martial law for ever. Now that martial law  

has been implemented, the people continue to resist. A country cannot be  

kept under martial law and held at bayonet-point for ever. There is no other  

way but to change the system. Mr. Carter can say whatever he likes, he can  

say that all that the Shah is doing is for freedom and progress, but nothing  

can stop what is happening in Iran today. The movement will progress. Yet  

still we who are over here have a duty to help. If I can speak out, even though  
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restraints have been imposed on my activities, you can surely speak out.   

Speak to your brothers over here, publish articles, do whatever you can.   

Help your friends in Iran, help your brothers who have risen up and are  

shedding their blood, in whatever way you can.  The blood of young children  

as well as adults is being shed; we should do as much as we can to help them.   

We must speak out for them, we must use our pens and take other steps to  

help them so that, God willing, we may all join hands together and smash  

this barrierð da at the front  

and Carter behind. When this is shattered then the way to happiness lies  

open.  For the happiness of you all and your nation lies beyond this barrier. I  

beseech God, the Blessed and Exalted, to grant you success. My prayers are  

with you. May God keep you safe and, God willing, may you all endeavor to  

be beneficial to your country. God willing, when you return home you will  

be useful for your country and you will not be like this present ruling body.   

May God preserve you all. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 22, 1978 [Mehr 30, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 17, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject:  Islam, the school of thought of movement and uprising against kings and  

capitalists 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Some of the gentlemen say that if I have any commands, they are ready  

to carry them out. I have no commands; they are not mine to give. The  

commands that we are now all mindful of and we must obey are the  

commands of God, for we are His servants and are making use of His  

blessings. 

 

The awareness of the Iranian nation 

The Iranian nation is an oppressed nation; it is a Muslim nation; it is a  

nation, which is blessed by God, and we who are the servants of God.  

Wherever we are, we must help the Iranian people as much as we can. This is  

not the time for commands, prohibitions, leadership or non-leadershipðthe  

situation does not call for such things. There is no leader and follower. Now  

all classes of our society, from our youthðour school children and our  

university and theological students to the merchants of the bazaar and  

farmersðall of them know what to do. They do not need to be guided by  

anyone.   

 

The Pahlavi family and foreigners, the basis for Iranôs problems 

Now everyone knows what afflicts the Muslims, the nation of Iran, the  

Muslim nation and the school of Islam. They know what our problems are  

and how they should be solved; this is clear for everyone to a certain degree,  

God willing. We all know that the Iranian nation has lived under the yoke of  

the Pahlavi dynasty for more than fifty years, and that throughout this period  

the Pahlavi monarchs did whatever they wanted to this country. They  

tyrannized the people and acted as servants to the foreigners. This dynasty  

was initiated with the rule of Rida Khan, the servant of the British who  
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brought him to power.
1
 In our more recent history, it has been his vicious  

son, the servant of America, who has dominated us. He himself confessed in  

one of his speeches (which was later reproduced in one of his books) that the  

Allies thought it fitting that he should be in control of affairs, but then later,  

this sentence was expunged from the book because it was felt that it was a  

disgrace for him to admit such a thing. But he had indeed said such a thing. 

The foreigners are the root cause of our problems, and these problems of  

ours have not appeared recently, they have a long history. They began when  

the foreigners penetrated Iran and other countries of the East. The foreign  

experts studied all aspects of these countries and realized that they could  

derive much profit from the natural resources and minerals that they found  

there. They knew that to do this, they had to take these resources in whatever  

way necessary and not let the indigenous people make use of them. Their  

experts know where all our mineral reserves are. Once when I was in  

Hamedan, a former student of the religious sciences came to see me and  

showed me a large map on which all the villages of the Hamedan province  

were delineated. Certain places had been marked, and when I asked him what  

the marks signified he told me they indicated where minerals, petroleum or  

metals that had been located by foreign experts lay beneath the ground. This  

did not only happen in Hamedan. Their experts traveled through the deserts  

of Iran, on camels when they were the only means of transport, searching for  

our minerals, and when they found what they felt they could use, they  

marked the spot. 

 

Islam and the clergy: obstacles in the way of imperialism 

Over the past two hundred or three hundred years, they have also been  

successful in removing the obstacles, which impede their plans. They  

recognized Islam as being one of these obstacles and over these many years  

they strived to remove this barrier, which they realized would not allow them  

to attain their goals in the country. Their propagandists and expertsé  

                                                 
1 Rida Khan Mirpanj, who held military command over a Cossack unit in Qazvin, occupied Tehran in 1920 [1299 AHS] in 

ah to 

appoint Sayyid Ziyaud-Din Tabatabai as the Prime Minister. Rida Khan gradually consolidated his position and took steps to 

ah appointed Rida Khan to act as Prime Minister after which he then 

left Iran to visit Europe. Eventually, in 1925 [1304 AHS], parliamentary representatives were pressurized by Rida Khan into 

ah was ousted from the throne and Rida Khan was 

elected as monarch. This article was ratified by the Majlis in spite of opposition voiced by the clergy and certain crusaders 

such as Mudarris. 
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disseminated deceitful propaganda against Islam. They did not present Islam  

as it truly is. They said that Islam, like all other religionsé was a drug. They  

see all religions as being the opium of the people, as something used to  

opiate the people so whatever is taken from them they will not make a sound,  

and this is how they presented Islam. Throughout this long period the  

propagandists of these exploitative oil-devourers have constantly spread this  

notion, such that many of our youth who do not have enough information  

about Islam, who lack a correct understanding of what the Quran really is,  

what it contains, what it demands, what solutions it offers for the problems of  

the day, have been deceived by them. They believe their propaganda without  

realizing what lies behind it and where it has its roots.  

 

Quran, the Book that rouses (the people)  

Today, there are those both abroad and sometimes within Iran itself who  

introduce our youth to certain ideologies which are neither scientifically nor  

politically founded, rather they are perversions that have been created and  

propagated in order to turn people away from Islam. For these exploiters and  

oil-devourers have realized that if the people recognize Islam for what it truly  

is, then the way would not be open for their penetration of Muslim lands and  

the devouring of their oil. Islam leaves no way open for them, and if the  

Quran is studied correctly, then it becomes clear that it is not a book which  

seeks to stupefy; it is a book that seeks to rouse (the people). It was this  

book, which stirred those Arabs, who at that time knew nothing to topple the  

mighty, oppressive empires. If the Quran and the teachings of Islam were  

opiates, then the Muslim armies would not have spread throughout the world  

and destroyed the empires of the time as they did. The battles fought by the  

founders of Islam or the founders of other divine, monotheistic ideologies,  

have always involved the prophets and the people on one side, against the  

monarchs on the other. Moses, may Godôs peace be upon him, took his  

shepherdôs staff and set off toward Pharaohôs palace to destroy it. Pharaoh  

did not use Moses to stupefy the people so that he could continue with his  

oppression; rather Moses took his staff and stopped his tyranny. The Prophet  

of Islam (s), when appointed, did the same. One only needs to look at history  

to see whether the Prophet acted in the interests of those capitalists of Hijaz,  

Taif, Mecca and such places and encouraged apathy among the people so that  

these capitalists could do with them as they wished, or whether he stirred  

these weak, oppressed people, destitute people, to battle with these capitalists  

until they defeated them or made human beings out of some of them. 
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Islamôs declaration of war on the kings and capitalists 

éWhen our youth hear of these spurious ideologies they do not stop to  

consider, they do not pay enough attention to what those promoting them are  

saying and why they speak so highly of such an ideology as communism.   

They do not look to see what the aim behind this action is. The aim is to  

present the Muslims and Islam in such a way as to cause our youth to turn  

away from Islam. Islam is portrayed as being a means to allow the aristocrats  

and the noblemen to gain dominance over the people and to prevent them  

from objecting. Well, they obviously have not read the Quran to see what  

the message of Islam is. The Quran contains numerous verses concerned  

with battle. Islam has declared war on these capitalists, on these kings, these  

monarchs; it does not help them to plunder the people.  

 

The resistance of the leaders of Islam to Kings 

The ulama of Islam, the Prophet of Islam, the Imams of Islam, all of  

them opposed the kings of their day.  [Harun] who reigned under the title of  

ñcaliph,ò imprisoned Hadrat Musa ibn Jafar (a) for ten or fifteen years. 

 Why?  Because he prayed? Both Harun and Mamun prayed. They were even  

the congregational prayer leaders and the leaders of the Friday prayers. So  

did Harun imprison Imam Musa because he prayed? Did he have him  

arrested because he was a sayyid, a descendant of the Prophet, or because he  

was an Imam? Was this the reason? No, he arrested and imprisoned him  

because Imam Musa opposed his rule; he opposed the rule of the taghutðthe  

illegitimate regime. His opposition to Harunôs regime caused all his  

problems. He was not arrested simply because he prayed or because he was a  

good man or because he was a descendant of the Prophet. No, for Harun  

himself invoked the Prophetôs name when he called the adhan
1
 and he  

praised him. Imam Musa was arrested and imprisoned because he opposed  

Harunôs regime. 

 

The ever-fortified scholars 

From the outset and throughout each period of history, our ulama have  

staged uprisings. History relates their struggles and their defeats. At the time  

of the Imams, their sons rose up with the encouragement of the Imams  

themselves; it wasnôt the case that the Imams were unaware of the actions of  

their sons. On occasion, the Imams (a) would speak out in defense of the  

caliphs or for some other reason, but in reality it was they who instigated the  

                                                 
1 Adhan: the call to prayer. 
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uprisings against them. The Imams praised Zayd so highly for his uprising;  

would they have done so had they believed him to have done something  

wrong? Why did they speak so highly of him? Why did they mourn him so if  

he was in the wrong? How many uprisings of the ulama have we ourselves  

witnessed in our own lifetimeðthese ulama whom the leftists and others  

who have gone astray describe as being court-affiliated? Those who make  

such statements have not looked into the matter deeply enough, they are too  

young to remember the uprisings, and they turn a deaf ear to accounts of the  

many times during the rule of Rida Shah and Muhammad Rida Shah that the  

ulama of Islam rose up against these Pahlavis who suppressed the people  

so. One time it was the ulama of Isfahan, at another the ulama of  

Azerbaijan, at yet another, the ulama of Mashhad or Qum who came  

together and declared their opposition.  

 

Creating an atmosphere against Islam and the clergy 

When did these ulama work for the interests of the court? Of course, in  

all social groups the world, over, one finds a few people who are insincere  

and work for the rulers, and this rings true for our society too. But that does  

not mean to say that ours is an ideology that opiates the people or that those  

in whose hands this ideology lies have always been the allies of the  

oppressors and the friends of the monarchs. No, this is not so.  This is all just  

propaganda. They have used this propaganda on youé The oil-devourers  

have promoted these ideas saying so-and-so is a British agent in order to  

destroy that gentlemanôs reputation. The British themselves allow such ideas  

to circulate, for they know that they are held in such low esteem by the  

people that if someone is seen to be associated with them, then he too will be  

regarded in the same light. That gentleman is a British agent, that one has  

relations with America, that one has relations with somewhere else! They  

attempt to destroy the reputation of the clergymen one after the other. Some  

of our more credulous youth have been deluded by these ideologies. You  

have been deceived gentlemen. Do not think that these are true ideologies;  

tawhid is the only true ideology.   

 

A glance at the leaders of Islam and communism 

Take a look at the life of the Messenger of God (s), who brought us the  

ideology of Islam, or the Commander of the Faithful (Imam Ali) (a) who  

was his rightful successor. What kind of life did Imam Ali lead? He was a  

ruler whose dominions were extensive, a few times larger than Iran,  

spreading over an area from Hijaz to Africa and further. Yet look at how he  
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lived, how he spent his days and nights, how he worshipped, how he acted  

toward the people, how he treated the poor and weak. He was constantly  

worried lest he had oaten bread to eat while someone in a remote corner of  

his realm went hungry. Yet these leaders who deceive you with their  

ideologies eat so much that they develop stomach problems!
1
 When the  

Chinese leader, that lover of humankind, stayed in Iran for a few days, he  

saw what the situation was; he passed over the dead bodies of our people.  

The Shah could not take him through the streets because the people were  

demonstrating and shouting: ñDeath to the Shah,ò so he took him to his  

residence by helicopter. He knew what was happening. This person who  

espouses the communist ideology, who claims to be with the people, with the  

masses, was aware that the Shah was killing all these people, yet still he went  

to Iran and shook hands with him and accepted the invitations offered him by  

the Shahôs sister...  

They are deceiving you gentlemen! I can remember during the Second  

World War, when that head of the communists came to Iran along with the  

heads of the Allied Forces, Churchill
2
 arrived in his own car; Roosevelt also  

came in a conventional manner.  Stalin,
3
 however, arrived with his own milk  

cow, because he was afraid that the milk in Iran would cause him some kind  

of upset! I myself can vouch for this. At the time, everyone was talking about  

how Stalin had brought his own cow along with him. I saw for myself the  

state of his army in this country. Khorasan province was in the hands of the  

Russian army and I myself witnessed Russian soldiers begging for cigarettes  

along the Khorasan road. The people in Iran called them ñbrothers!ò What  

kind of fraternal relationship did they have with this man who wanted to put  

these poor wretches to sleep with this ideology and then plunder them? It is  

the communist ideology, which is the opium of the people, not the Quran. 

When the leading followers of the Quran went into battle, they did so  

against the oppressors. They lived a virtuous life, a life more modest than  

that of others. Islam is a true ideology, not one that produces a leader who  

takes a cow with him because he will only drink the milk, which it produces;  

a leader who plunders the people, who oppresses them more than anyone  

                                                 
1 Stomach problems stemming from overeating. 
2 Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill (1874-1964): the celebrated British statesman. He became Prime Minister in May 

1940 and served as war leader until 1945. 
3 Joseph Vissarionovich (1879-1953), known as Stalin (the Iron Man), was a member of the central Bolshevik Party, who 

took over the leadership of the Soviet Union upon the death of Lenin. He was a great politician and a high profile personality 

of the Russian Revolution who stood by Lenin till the latterôs death. 
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else! It used to be said that Mr. Lenin
1
 calculated everythingé and that he  

had calculated that whoever could earn enough to meet his expenses had the  

right to live, but whoever could not had to be killed, had to be thrown into  

the sea! This is the doctrine of this ñlover-of-mankind,ò of he who claims to  

be the provider of the people! In what way does he practice the preaching of  

an ideology which claims to be more mindful of the poor and weak who  

cannot work than it is of the rich and the aristocratic; an ideology which  

claims to take care of the poor and help them financially?   

 

Communist SAVAK 

They
2
 are playing you along, gentlemen. God knows they are deceiving  

you. They have deceived our youth abroad, and many of those in Iran who  

claim to be communists are in fact security agents who are out to deceive the  

people. They even went to Behesht-e Zahra
3
 and began shouting communist  

slogans, but the people grabbed them and threw them out for they knew that  

they were from SAVAK.
4
 The regime also sent some SAVAK agents to the  

university to shout communist slogans. They were not communists, they  

were security agents sent to frighten the people into thinking that were the  

                                                 
1 Vladimir Ilich Ulyanov: founder of the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks), inspirer and  

leader of the Bolshevik Revolution (1917), and the first head of the Soviet state (1917-24). As  

a thinker, he was the formulator of Marxism-Leninism, which until the late 1980s and early  

1990s was the official ideology of the Soviet Union and several other communist nations. 
2 It refers to the Marxist groups. 
3 Behesht-e Zahra: the grand cemetery located in the southern part of Tehran. 
4 SAVAK: The bill for the formation of SAVAK, The State Security and Intelligence  

Organization, was passed by Parliament in 1956 [1335 AHS] and the organization was  

subsequently officially established in 1957 [1336 AHS]. SAVAKôs mission was to quash and  

confront any Islamic struggle or opposition to the regime. SAVAK was closely linked to the  

intelligence agencies of both America and Israel (CIA and MOSSAD) and gradually it turned  

into a terrorist organization. This institution, which in fact served as the CIAôs headquarters,  

possessed several investigative and detective teams. In order to obtain information from those  

they had arrested, SAVAK would firstly send the latter to torture chambers, after which it  

would hand its captives over to rubber-stamp courts where, after the passing of a  

predetermined court verdict, the accused would be convicted and taken to horrendous prisons.  

The cruelty and callousness of SAVAK was so great that the Secretary General of Amnesty  

International, in a report made in 1975 stated: ñNo country in the world has a worse record in  

human rights than Iran. . . In order to obtain confessions, the torturers of SAVAK subject its  

captives to beatings and electric shocks. It employs all kinds of horrendous and inhumane  

methods to achieve its ends; the inflicting of agonizing pain on the sexual organs and the  

sexual assault of the wives and daughters of the captives before the latterôs very eyes, are but  

two of such atrocities perpetrated.ò The Shah was fully aware of SAVAKôs practices. This  

organization was abolished by Iranian Muslims in 1978 [1357 AHS] and its torturers were  

prosecuted in revolutionary courts. 
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Aryamehr to go, everything would fall into complete disarray and the  

communists would take over. However, this would not be the case; if the  

Shah were to go, Iran would become a much better place for this hindrance  

would have gone and Iran could get on with putting its affairs in order. 

 

Plundering of oil and setting up of a base 

The Iranian people are not saying now that they have one leader and one  

guide. Everyone is a leader; everyone knows what the situation is. They are  

all saying that they do not want this regime, which has oppressed them from  

its inception, which has given away everything they had, which has given  

their oil away gratuitously. If only it had been given away for free! The Shah  

and his regime gave away our oil and in return the Americans sent arms and  

set up bases for themselves in Iran! They first took our oil and then set up  

bases for themselves! The people of Iran, from the children to the elderly, are  

all crying out: ñDeath to this regime, which causes us so much suffering.ò  

They are shouting out for freedom. Over the past fifty years (of Pahlavi rule),  

nothing has been free in this country. Our press was never free; our preachers  

never enjoyed freedom of speech; our ulama were never free; our universities  

never functioned as they should have done, nothing was right.  Now the  

people are taking a stand and shouting that they want freedom; they want  

independence; they do not want to depend on others for everything like  

parasites. They want to be independent; they want to administer their country  

themselves. They are shouting for freedom.  

 

Carterôs wit 

I read in the newspapers recently that Mr. Carter had said that the people  

in Iran are making such a hue and cry because the Shah has given them a  

ñquick democracyò and a ñquick freedomò which they cannot tolerate.  It was  

written in the newspapersðthe Ittilaat or Kayhanðthat this is the reason for  

the people's opposition to him, that all of this opposition is because he has  

given them this ñquick freedom!ò Thus, what all these people who have  

taken to the streets shouting, ñGive us freedom,ò really mean to say is ñDo  

not give us freedomò! Of course, they do not want the freedom that the Shah  

has given them, for we all know what that has entailed: the imprisonment of  

our ulama, our politicians and our bazaar merchants; and now groups of  

young boys and girls, men and women languish in his goals too. What was  

their crime? They merely uttered a word against him! This is the freedom  

that we Iranians have! Yet supposedly, Mr. Carter believes that all our  

discontent arises from this fast democracy that the Shah has given us and this  
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progressive country and society, which he has tried to create. He makes out  

that we do not want to progress, that we want to ride around on donkeys!é  

These are not, however, Carterôs true beliefs, they are but his tricks. He  

thinks that he can deceive the people in this way, but let me tell him that the  

people no longer accept these tricks that he plays; they are no longer  

deceived by these games. The people now know the truth of the matter. 

 

Assisting and sympathizing with the Iranian resistance 

Be that as it may, I have told everyone who has come to see me that they  

have a duty to perform. I, a student of religion, who sits here, you sitting  

there, all of you, wherever you live and under whatever circumstances, are  

duty bound to participate with the nation of Iran in their uprising. You who  

are in Europe, there are no battlefields as such here for you to go to, they lie  

in Iran, it is there that the battle takes place, that the people are beaten up,  

killed and shed their blood in combat. It is not like that here. But still you can  

contribute; you can help the Iranian people by propagating their cause. Each  

one of you must be acquainted with at least ten or twenty Europeans  

wherever you are in Europe, they may be your friends, so tell them what the  

situation is in Iran, tell them why the Iranians are making such an outcry.   

Adverse propaganda is being disseminated against the movement in Iran and  

against Islam. You must tell people here that we have not begun this struggle  

because of the reasons he (Carter) gives, that we are not opposing the Shah  

and his regime because they have given us freedom and we do not want it.   

The Iranian people have risen up because they do not have freedom and they  

want it. The Shah and his regime have betrayed us. They are giving the  

countryôs wealth to America. They are giving our oil to America and they are  

giving it in such a way that according to the Shah himself the country will  

have nothing left in thirty yearsô time. Who has brought about this situation  

for us? The Shah himself, he is at fault. Our oil reserves are being exhausted,  

and who is doing this? He is, because he is selling more than is necessary and  

the country is getting nothing for it. The people are now recognizing these  

acts of treachery; they are saying that they no longer want these traitors. This  

is why the people are shouting.   

You who are here today, I, a theologian, who sits here, you sir sitting  

there, you university student, you high-school pupil, all you men and women,  

you can propagate the cause of the Iranian nation. Each one of you, wherever  

you live, explain the problems in Iran to those you are in contact with. If each  

member of this community of a few thousand Iranians residing abroad, tells  

ten or twenty people over here about what is happening in Iran, then a wave  
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of public opinion will be created and this in itself will have been a service.   

People are asking me all the time if they should return to Iran. No, it is not  

necessary. You can play a role in the movement by propagating its cause  

wherever you live over here, whether it is in France, Germany, America, or  

wherever. When you attend your schools or other institutions, tell the people  

you meet there about the situation of the Iranian people. You know the  

language; you can speak; so stop and speak to the people where you are. Tell  

them what is happening in Iran, what the problems of the people are. Tell  

them that their problems are caused by Mr. Carter and others like him, like  

Russia. Russia takes our gas and America takes our oil. They are plundering  

our resources. Tell these people this, and gradually, because of your efforts,  

these people who have been misled by the propaganda that they are exposed  

to over here may come to understand your problems. They are human beings  

too, when they learn of the suffering of the innocent Iranian nation and are  

told the truth about events in Iran, this large community over here will  

support your cause and maybe then their leaders will leave us alone. 

The Shah has ruined our agriculture; he is exhausting our oil supplies. In  

a few yearsô time we will have neither agriculture nor oil, then how will this  

nation survive? Our nation is now crying out that this traitor must go, they  

are shouting ñdeath to this monarchyò and, God willing, it will be swept  

away. When a nation wants something, God willing, it will achieve it. You  

who are resident over here can help your people, you can propagate their  

cause and this would prove to be most valuable. You are responsible before  

God. Do not suppose that because you are over here, you are, thank God,  

relieved of any responsibility. No, this is not the case. You are responsible  

before God; each one of you has a duty to speak out wherever you go and to  

whomever you meet. Do not worry about whether your words will be  

accepted or not, go ahead and propagate the cause and this will be effective.   

Gradually, through your efforts, a wave of support for the Iranian nation will  

be created in Europe and this may force the Western leaders to leave us  

alone. 

 

Self-development and readiness for the future 

May God grant you all success (the audience thanks him). May He assist  

you so that you will all become of benefit to Iran and Islam. Endeavor to be  

of service to these people in Iran who from all social classes are either  

languishing in prisons or shedding their blood for your sakes, for the  

improvement of your country. Help them and pray for them. Train yourselves  

so that if tomorrow this regime falls and you return to Iran and are given a  
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post, you will not act as those in the Shahôs regime did. Usually when we  

have nothing we are good people, but as soon as something comes into our  

hands, that changes! You must strive to purify yourselves, adhere to the  

teachings of Islam and act accordingly. Make yourselves virtuous people, so  

that when, God willing, the destiny of the country comes into the hands of  

the people (which will hopefully be soon) you may return and administer  

your own country. I apologize that our house is small and that not many  

people can come inside, but we have to make do with it.  
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Speech 
 
Date: October 22, 1978 [Mehr 30, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 19, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Allahôs uprising and its role; the black record of the Pahlavi family 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 
 
 

I seek refuge in God from the accursed Satan 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Individual or societal mission       
ñSay: I do admonish you to do one thing, to rise up for God; it may be in  

pairs or it may be singly...ò
1
 God, the Exalted, has determined our duties.  He  

tells the Prophet to inform the people that He admonishes them to do one  

thing; listen carefully, that one important thing which God wishes to exhort  

us all to do, which He commissioned His Most Noble Messenger to inform  

us what we must do, is to rise up for God, in pairs or alone. The admonisher  

is God, the Blessed and Exalted, the conveyer is the Prophet and the  

admonition is to do one thing, to rise up for God, either in pairs, which is the  

least number of people in a group, or alone. 

       Hadrat Moses (a) was given the mission to go to Pharaoh and invite him  

to God.  He was sent to Pharaoh, a man with great power, he had more power  

than our Pharaoh hasðas can be seen from the pyramids of Egyptðhe even  

laid claim to divinity! Yet Moses was to be sent alone to confront him.   

Moses pleaded for his brother to accompany himé to support him. So the  

order came for both of them to go, to go and invite Pharaoh to God so that he  

may fear God and mend his ways, that he may become a (true) human being.   

Moses (a) was at first told to go alone, but after requesting God, the Blessed  

and Exalted, to allow his brother to accompany him, the order was given for  

them both to go and invite Pharaoh to the Truth. 

      Today, we do not need to wait for the means, for the money or the guns  

and tanks before we rise up for God, all that matters is that the uprising is for  

God.  

 

Attaching importance to the affairs of the ummah 

Your uprising, your movement, should be for the sake of God, the  

Exalted, and for the benefit of the Muslims. God, the Blessed and Exalted,  

                                                 
1 Surah Saba 34:46. 
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wants us to pay attention to the affairs of Muslims: ñHe who arises in the  

morning and gives no thought to the affairs of the Muslims is not a  

Muslim.ò
1
 A Muslim is someone who attaches importance to remedying the  

affairs of the Muslims. This movement is for the good of a nation, it is not a  

movement which will benefit only one person. It is not a personal affair; it is  

not as if someone is doing something for himself so others have the excuse to  

say: ñLeave him to it.ò This movement is for the benefit of Islam, which is  

more precious than anything. It is for the benefit of a nation. A nation of  

thirty-odd million is being suppressed every day. People are being killed or  

thrown into prison daily. Now as we sit here, we do not know what is  

happening in Iran, but everyday we hear reports about such and such a city,  

such and such a school, such and such a university. What is certain is that the  

people have risen; they have awakened and have protested. Protecting is not  

like this (that there are no lives lost)é This is the result of the pressures,  

which, over these past fifty years, have created a complex in the hearts of the  

people. Now that they have found a way out through their newly-discovered  

unity, their ideological unity, they are ridding themselves of this complex.   

The uprising is an uprising for God, for Islam and to remedy the affairs of the  

Muslims. 

       

Changing the Islamic calendar, Shahôs greatest treason 

If you weigh everything that we have lost because of this man, all the  

crimes that this man has perpetrated and the treason that he has committedð  

from giving our oil away to foreigners, ruining our agriculture, destroying  

our culture, to throwing away the dignity of our armyðagainst the changes  

he made to our calendar, against his changing the Islamic hijrah calendar to  

one of the fire-worshippers;
2
 you will see that this act of his is more  

significant and weighs the heaviest. Do not suppose that had the nation given  

him more time, this would have been the only move he would have made  

against Islam. Changing the calendar was merely the first step. The  

Zoroastrians were so pleased about it that they wrote to him saying that no  

one had done their religion as much service as he had! No one has done the  

Zoroastrian religion, the religion of the fire-worshippers, as much service!  

Changing the Islamic calendar was his first step; he had other plans but,  

thank God, the nation gave him a punch in the mouth before he could carry  

them out and now he has even had to reinstate the Islamic calendar. The  

pillars that he has erected are being destroyed one by one because of the  

                                                 
1 Usul al-Kafi vol. 2, p. 163. 
2 It refers to the pre-Islamic chain of Magian imperial dynasties.  
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blow that the people have delivered him. You must be patient; one by one  

these pillars will crumble.  Just look at all the fuss that was made about the  

Rastakhiz Party over these last few years. The Shah sang his own praises  

loudly and even made non-membership of the party illegalðhe who does not  

even know what law isðdeclaring that whoever did not join should get his  

passport and leave the country for he was no longer an Iranian. Such an  

important matter the Rastakhiz Party once was for him, but now it has come  

to naught and it is no longer recognized as a party! These pillars are  

crumbling. The Islamic calendar has had to be reintroduced and his party has  

been destroyed.  

 

Transfer of national jewelries and other wealth to America 

But now we are faced with another danger, and that is the transfer of the  

nationôs wealth abroad. Today, two reports were given to me; one came from  

Iran and the other from one of the gentlemen here who had some  

information. The report from Iran indicated that yesterday, apparently, gold  

and the crown jewels were transferred to America. His father, Rida Khan, did  

the same thing when the Allies invaded Iran and expelled him. The Allied  

invasion of Iran is a story in itselfé three big powers: Britain, the Soviet  

Union and Americaé poured into our country. It happened during the Civil  

War,
1
 these three powers invaded our country from three points and the army  

about which Rida Khan used to rave so muchðand now his son is doing the  

same only in much stronger termsðcould not resist them even for one  

houré 

 

Public rejoicing at the fall of Rida Khan 

The Allies invaded us, and, well, just the fact that foreigners had entered  

our country was itself a disaster for the nation. It was war time and they  

wanted to pass through Iran, but in reality they planned to remain there, and  

in their war with Germany they wanted Iran to be their ñbridge of victory,ò as  

they put it. When they sent Rida Shah into exile, God knows that instead of  

mourning, the people rejoiced. He was so beloved of his people, just as his  

son is now! The king-loving nation of Iran loved their king so much that  

when the armies of three countries entered their land and plundered it,  

seizing it bit by bit; when the country faced all kinds of dangers from all  

directionsðfor the people did not know that the Allied armies would not  

harm them; they didnôt know that the Allies were only interested in achieving  

                                                 
1 That is, World War II. 
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their own goalsðstill the people were happy because the Allies had come  

and sent this wretch away with all the troubles that went with him! Such was  

the situation at that time, and now today had the people not risen, had the  

Muslims and Iranians, may God assist them, not begun this movement, this  

man would not have stopped here. He would not have been satisfied with  

what he has already done, he had many more plans. 

       

Rida Khanôs story 

At the time when the Allies came and sent Rida Shah away, an informed  

person told me how one of the high-ranking officials who had traveled with  

Rida Shah some of the way, perhaps even to the island of Mauritius, on the  

ship that was taking him into exile, had related to him that Rida Shah had  

taken numerous suitcases with him which were full of the Iranian crown  

jewels. These ñcrownò jewels did not belong to the king; they were the  

countryôs assets.  This same person was told by the official that on the way, a  

ship used for transporting animals stopped the ship carrying this animal (Rida  

Shah) and that the (British) agents on board ordered Rida Shah to board their  

ship. When he asked them what he should do with all his suitcases, they told  

him to leave them where they were, that they would take care of them.  And  

deal with them they did! They took him to the island and carried his suitcases  

off with themselves!  Such a blow he inflicted on our country right at the  

time of leaving. He left, but he took the crown jewels with him. And now  

today w da Pahlavi  

has sent gold and the crown jewelséto America. Whether he has sent them  

there for his own use or whether the Americans will take them, we do not  

know, but they have been taken from the pocket of our nation. The people  

were not able to stop this thief from doing this, but they should try to prevent  

him from stealing anything else, God willing. 

       

Buying and selling of the usurped 

The second report thatéI received came from one of the informed  

gentlemen here. He told me that the cost of constructing the magnificent  

casinos on that island,
1
 as well as the other expenditures for facilitating the  

activities of the buffoons of the world who came to gamble there, was met by  

the Pahlavi Foundation. That is it came from the pious bequests of the people  

and from the wealth of the nation. This gentleman continued by saying that  

now that the Shah and his regime have realized that their days in power are  

                                                 
1 It refers to the Kish island of Iran along the Persian Gulf. 
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numbered, they have sold these buildings to the oil company to get the  

money. They have stolen as much of the nationôs wealth as they could up  

until now and transferred it abroad, and what is left they are now changing  

into money and sending it out of the country. This is the situation in our  

country at present. Some gentlemen have said: ñLet him go, let him do  

whatever he wants as long as he leaves, itôs worth him taking this money  

with him as long as he leaves.ò However, the people should try to prevent  

this. 

 

 A popular uprising with Allahôs will 

Our nation has now risen, and its uprising is unprecedented in the history  

of Iran. I do not say that it has little precedent; rather it has no precedent in  

Iranôs history. Never before in Iranôs history has the whole of the country  

risen for one cause. Whenever there was an uprising, it was a case of only  

one city rising; Tehran rose, or, as during the Constitutional Revolution,
1
  

Tabriz
2
 and Rasht

3
 and gradually some other cities also joined in until the  

matter was settled. However, there has never been a popular movement in  

our country on the scale that we hear of today. There are demonstrations  

taking place now in cities which have never risen before; people are being  

killed during these demonstrations and all the people are shouting the same  

thing: ñDeath to this Pahlavi monarchy.ò This is unprecedented in our  

history. Yes, there have been uprisings before, there has even been a  

revolution, but not one that has engulfed the whole of the country in this way  

and during which the call of the people has been the same nationwide. This  

has been brought about by the will of God, the Exalted. Such a feat cannot be  

                                                 
1 What has become known as the Constitutional Revolution took place due to the chaotic situation in Iran at the end of the 

nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century, the popular protest over the tyranny of the governors and 

agents of the dictatorial regime and the unruly officials of the government, the weakness and ineptitude of the then king 

Muzaffar ad-Din Shah, and finally the rising awareness among the people and revolt of the clerics and ulama. Years of 

struggle by the people culminated in the victory of the Constitutional Revolution in 1906. 

Although the Constitutional Movement was derailed from its proper path, it was able to transform the social organization 

in Iran, to destroy class privileges, to obliterate the power of the courtiers, and great landowners, and to establish justice and 

the rule of law. However, with the influence of the Westernized elements, and eliminating the clergies from the political 

scene and governance, the Constitutional Movement did not achieve its desired objectives and finally with the coup staged 

by Rida Khan, the father of Iranôs ex-Shah, a monarchical rule once again emerged in Iran. 
2 Tabriz: the provincial capital of Eastern Azerbaijan in the north-western part of Iran. 
3 Rasht: the provincial capital of Gilan in the northern part of Iran along the Caspian Sea. 
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achieved by man; one should not say that so-and-so has done this. This is the  

doing of God, the Blessed and Exalted, it has happened because He willed it. 

       

Freedom, manôs primary right 

When all the people of a country are united in their aims, martial law or a  

military coup dô®tat cannot stop them. This nation is now moving forward  

like a roaring flood with the aim of uprooting this Pahlavi dynasty, and it will  

succeed. Do not think that the superpowers, America and the Soviet Union,  

will stop this from happening; have no fear for they cannot oppose the will of  

a nation, especially the legitimate and just will of a nation. If you ask these  

people why this man should go, they would tell you how they have suffered  

under his rule, how for fifty years under the rule of this dynasty they have  

been imprisoned and suppressed; and if you ask them what they want, they  

will say they now want to be free. Freedom is a basic human right. Man  

should be free, he should enjoy freedom of expression, freedom of action,  

and he should be free in his own country. 

 

Fifty years of treason with the assistance of America and Israel 

Yet this nation has not even had a whiff of freedom during the fifty years  

that this father and son have ruled over it. Do not think that it is only now  

that the press is not free; at the time of Rida Shah it was not free either. I can  

remember that neither the press was free nor were the people free to speak  

out during his reign. Throughout the Pahlavi rule, the clergy have not been  

free to disseminate religious teachings, the preachers have been unable to  

express themselves freely from the pulpit; our ulama have not been allowed  

to speak out freely on a matter, nor have the merchants of our bazaars, our  

academics or our political groups. If they opened their mouths they were  

thrown into prison where they had to endure all kinds of torture, they were  

burnt by being laid over something that was heated until it was red hot, or  

were subjected to other methods of torture about which you have all heard. It  

is said that experts from Israel were brought in to teach the best methods of  

torturing the people both physically and mentally.   

 

Revolutionary nation and revolutionary Iran  

This was the state of our troubled country. Now, however, the people  

have had enough, they have reached their limit, such that the father whose  

son is killed says:  ñI am proud that such a thing has happened in the way of  

God and for the freedom of our country.ò Some of the mothers who visit me  

have stated: ñWe are happy, we have given our sacrifices and, God willing,  
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He will grant them their reward.ò This is the attitude of the people now. The  

country of Iran is now a revolutionary country and its people have become a  

revolutionary people. This revolutionary nation cannot be silenced by such  

things. That which they want and which constitutes the last phase of their  

movement is to sever the treacherous hands of the foreigners from their  

country and to take control of its destiny and administer it themselves. They  

want to have control over their culture and education; they want their army to  

be in their own hands, this is the common aim of our nation and they are  

pursuing it like a roaring flood, which no one can stop.   

At present, both America and the Soviet Union are studying the situation.  

It will not be the case that guns and tanks will be brought into the countryé  

or that two superpowers will confront one another here, one reacting when  

the other makes a move. They themselves will not be able to reach a  

compromise on Iran. These two powers are not going to pour into the country  

and divide it as the Shah is saying. This kind of talk is nonsense. He has  

taken everything so what is there left to divide? We want to be independent;  

we want to drive the foreigners out of our country. The country will be  

divided! What nonsense is this he is sayingé He also says that if he goes the  

communists will take over! This is all the talk of the regime. The security  

organization (SAVAK) tried to create a sceneéthat is, it sent some of its  

agents to shout communist slogans in a demonstration at the university.  It  

tried to do the same at Behesht-e Zahra but the people caught onto them and  

stopped them, saying, ñYou are not communists, you are SAVAK agents!ò  

There are no communists in Iran. Do not be afraid of what this wretch says,  

he is saying it for his own benefit. There are no communists in Iran; the  

people are all Muslim. This man
1
 says that this party is his. Where are the  

communists? If a few young people who are not from SAVAK sometimes  

say certain things, it is because they have been deceived, when they realize  

what is going on.  

 

Communism, a lost cause 

Who is a communist? Will thirty million Muslims allow Iran to become a  

communist state? Communism is a lost cause in the world today. Indeed, it  

has been defeated, for the people have realized that Marxism or communism  

is an opiate used to lull the people to sleep! The Soviet Union used it to put  

her people to sleep; China did the same. These larger countries want to  

devour the smaller ones and they use this ideology to deceive the people (and  

                                                 
1 The Secretary General of the Tudeh Party. 
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facilitate their plans). A few of our own young people have been deceived  

and they think that communism is the answer to their problems. This is not  

the case. Communism is one of the worldôs defeated ideologies and is not  

worth paying attention to. 

 

Standing behind the Iranian people 

      Be that as it may, as I have stressed many times before to those who have  

visited me here, I would like once again to say that I feel it is imperative for  

you gentlemen to propagate the Iranian cause. This is the duty of those of us  

who are residing abroad, it is a duty, which we can all act upon, and which I  

believe will prove to be very effective. Each of us, wherever we are, should  

make people aware of the situation in Iran. At school, at university,  

wherever, tell your friends how he is destroying everything. He has ruined  

our agriculture; he is keeping our education in a state of backwardness; he  

doesnôt let our youth develop correctly and be guided to the right path.  He  

has created so many centers of corruption with the aim of depraving our  

youth. These are all plots, which the regime has devised or which others have  

devised and it is implemented in order to make our people indifferent toward  

social affairs and keep them from having anything to do with religion. So  

there are cabarets where we can go to spend a few hours, there are centers of  

corruption where we can go to gratify our sensual appetites while we remain  

oblivious to what befalls Iran, what befalls its wealth and its culture. To the  

best of our capabilities, we should enlighten public opinion abroad as to the  

situation in Iran. The foreign newspapers are reporting on events there and  

the national press within Iran is also gradually commenting on the situation;  

now you too tell your foreign friends what you know. You Iranians who are  

abroad now form a large community, masha Allah [well done];
1
 if each of  

you informs ten people then a large section of society here will be  

enlightened and gradually a wave of support for you and your nation will be  

created, which will prove effective and valuable. This is a duty, which we  

must undertake. When our friends, our brothers in Iran are sacrificing their  

children, when everywhere in the universities, bazaars and mosques blood is  

being shed and lives are being given, the least you can do is take the trouble  

to help them by speaking out on these matters and attracting the attention of  

the press. They are looking for fresh news. Find it and place it at their  

disposal, so that, God willing, a great wave of support for your cause will be  

                                                 
1 Masha Allah is an Islamic expression which means well doneô, may God preserve you, 

 him, etc. from evil eyeô, what wonders God has wrought!ô or what God has willed!ô  

depending on the context.  
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created which will make your task easier and remove this barrier blocking  

the way of the Muslims. Then, God willing, things will be different, and,  

God willing, our plan for a just and honorable government, which will  

answer the needs of the poorðnot a government that is only for the rich and  

wealthyðwill come to pass. We want a government, which will take care of  

the poor and wretched, those who have no water, or electricity.  

 

A scenario of the peopleôs poverty and adversity 

Perhaps many of you gentlemen are unaware that some of the villages  

around Shiraz are without drinking water. Some of the people from this area  

are in contact with me and they tell me how they have to walk for miles in  

order to get drinking water for their children from a storage tank, in which  

water from the winter rain has been collected. They asked my permission to  

use some of the charitable donations and said they would put some of their  

own money toward the construction of a water-storage tank in their own  

village so that at least the women and children would not have to walk so far  

for water. 

      Yet we still hear talk of this progressive countryô. You can see the  

progressô of which they speak, and the freedom. They say that at his (the  

Shahôs) time, the country was free, with free men and free women! Yet you  

can see there are no free men, women or children. The regime kills both  

small children and old men. 

 

Commanders called ñkolisò! 

They then describe their killers as kolisô.
1
 This is a new name that the  

regime is using now, its agents pose as kolis and attack a place, a theological  

school or a university, beating and killing people and the police stand by and  

let them do whatever they want. At one time the regime created a ñgroup of  

avengersò who were bent on blowing up peopleôs homes, and now its agents  

pose as kolis and attack the people. When they attacked the Faydiyyah  

Madrasah, they did so pretending to be peasants.
2
 Peasants! How was it that  

                                                 
1 The kolis were a group of people who usually lived in tents or huts on the outskirts of  

towns and cities in the south of the country and struggled (sometimes turning to crime) to  

make ends meet.  After the armyôs failure to stop the progress of the Revolution following the  

killings of September 8 [Shahrivar 17: Black Friday], the Shahôs regime adopted a new  

approach.  It employed criminals and rogues to attack the gatherings and demonstrations of the  

people around the country under the guidance and support of armed agents from the military  

and security forces.  These people became known as the regimeôs thugs and their attack on the  

Friday mosque in Kerman serves as an example of the regimeôs new tactics. 
2 Farvardin 2, 1342 AHS [March 22, 1963]. 
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they were all wearing eau de cologne if they were peasants!? (The audience  

laughs). What kind of peasants were they? Posing as peasants it was SAVAK  

agents who assaulted the Faydiyyah Madrasah and did what they did there,  

and now they pose as ñkolisò in their attacks. In any case, we are all duty  

bound to help our brothers who have risen for their nation. You gentlemen  

here can help by propagating their cause to the best of your ability. I cannot  

say to what extent you can do this, you yourselves know how well informed  

you are of the situation in Iran.  

 

Shahôs black record 

I ask God, the Blessed and Exalted, to grant you all success and health,  

and I pray for you all. God willing, Iran will become an independent, free  

Iran, an Iran which belongs to you; not like todayôs Iran which does not  

belong to us and which is being plundered from all directionsðone takes its  

gas, another its oil, another its copper, another its forests and another its  

pasturelands. We have proof for what I am saying. They have given the good  

pasturelands of Iran to the Queen of England and some of the plutocracy  

there. The best of our forestland has apparently been given to Austria, and  

yet the regime says that it has nationalized these lands. The Shah gives our  

resources away to foreigners and pockets the money himself. Can this be  

called nationalization gentlemen, when the country no longer has animal  

husbandry, when there is nowhere for the livestock to graze? 

       This is the animal husbandry situation in Iran, it has been destroyed and  

now frozen meat is imported from abroad. Iran had no need for these imports  

before, but these are the blessings given to us by this Shah! Our animal  

husbandry has been destroyed, as has our agriculture. Our oil is being taken  

now at such a rate that, as the government itself says, reserves will be  

exhausted in twenty or thirty yearsô time. It is being taken through pipes so  

large that it is said a man can walk freely into them; and there are not only  

one or two such pipes, there are many! Every few minutes a large tanker is  

filled with oil! This is how they are taking the countryôs oil, and in return  

they build bases for America and buy arms for these bases. Do you think they  

are buying these weapons for us? The Iranians do not know how to use these  

weapons. No, the Americans want to make bases in Iran, so they take our oil  

and build bases for themselves in return! This is the situation in our country.   

So much for our progress and our progressive society! Carter speaks of a  

progressive society and a free nation! He says the Shah has given us a quick  

freedomô and a quick democracyô. This is the quick democracy and the  
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progressive society that you witness in Iran now. May God preserve you all  

and may you be successful. 
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Dialogue 
  
Date: October 1978 [Aban 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Chateau, Paris, France 

Subject: Rejection of governmentsô mediation during the process of the Revolution 

Addressee: a (Zia) al-Haqqôs (then President of Pakistan) cabinet  

minister
1
 

  

 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful] 

  

[Minister:  We are very pleased to be here. Allamah Turabi, who has  

been one of Ayatullahôs pupils, encouraged us to make this trip. We are all  

worried about Iran. In the present century, Pakistan, for the first time,  

propounded the issue of establishing an Islamic Republic. In Pakistan, the  

government is based on Islamic rules and the system is Islamic. We,  

especially the Shiah, are very concerned. Although the relation between the  

Shiah and the Sunnis is good, it is not good enough. We are waiting to see  

changes in Iran and the progress of the Revolution, and to see the effects it  

may have on the Shiah-Sunni relationship.] 

Imam: I hope that we succeed in this Iranian Islamic movement, which  

is specifically Islamic and is carried out to achieve Islamic goals with  

absolutely humane intentions, and that our dream, which is Islam and its  

commandsðin which the Muslimsô independence and freedom has been  

guaranteedðcome true. I hope we achieve this victory. These Muslims, as  

Islam has instructed, must unite and become one, so their wishes and dreams  

may be realized; and Islamôs instructions may be enforced everywhere in the  

world. May God, the Exalted, bless all of the Muslims. 

[Minister:  I called General Zia al-Haqq before coming, and informed  

him of my visit with Ayatullah. He gave his warmest regards. He said that  

Pakistan and Iran have been friends for many years. This friendship has  

started since the establishment of Pakistan. In Pakistan, we consider Iranôs  

problems as Iranôs internal affairs; however, we are ready to do whatever is  

in our power to fulfill Ayatullahôs wishes and expectations.] 

                                                 
1 This text is the detailed discussion between one of Zia al-Haqqôs cabinet ministers and the  

Imam in Paris. Unfortunately, the ministerôs name and the date of the discussions have not  

been recorded on the main minutes. As Imam has pointed out during the discussion, the issue  

of mediation between the Shah and Imam had previously been also proposed by King Hasan  

of Morocco and King Hussein of Jordan. See Iranôs Twenty Five Years History, vol. 2, pp.  

342-346. 
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Imam: This movement in Iran, that is the Islamic movement, is a  

humane one. It is an Islamic-humane movement. If any human, any Muslim  

becomes aware of Iranôs situation, he will offer help to the Iranians who have  

been under pressure for many years, and have lost all their national prestige,  

underground resources and manpower by the foreign agents. However, we do  

thank the President of Pakistan who has been understanding, and expect  

propaganda support from him in this movementðjust like the propaganda  

and other supports that the major countries are giving to the Shah. That is  

why he is still in power; otherwise, he has no popularity among the people  

and would not be able to live in Iran for an hour. We expect all the people,  

especially the Muslims, to help the movement and by their support rid this  

oppressed nation of oppression. All these governments and nations can  

provide propaganda support. Nevertheless, the governments have either not  

yet paid attention to our problems or they have been profit-seekers and  

regardless of the cruelty that is going on, have been backing up the Shah.  

None of them has taken sides with a weak nation, which is on the verge of  

being crushed.  

You are among the first people who have offered support to us and we do  

expect you to announce your assistance on the radio, in the press and in your  

interviews. 

[Minister:  You know that Pakistan is a poor country going through a  

crucial phase in history. We have our own internal problems. We also rely on  

many major powers. Particularly, we depend on powers for economic  

assistance for our existence. We belong to a world in which certain  

diplomatic relations and circumstances are to be followed by independent  

countries. Although, we feel for Iran, we cannot interfere in Iranôs internal  

affairs; however, if Ayatullah thinks we can somehow be of any help in any  

way to mediate between the two parties, we will do so.] 

Imam: The Shahôs case does not qualify for mediation. The Shah has  

plundered the nation and has committed awful crimes wholeheartedly during  

the past thirty years or so. Today, the people of Iran have stood up  

consciously and wakefully, and are demanding basic human rights, which are  

freedom and independence; the Shah has no foundation in Iran and he is not  

worth a compromise. We cannot describe the wrong doings and crimes that  

this man has committed in Iran in one or two sessions. You must inquire  

from your embassies about Iranôs circumstances so that you could realize that  

Iran is demanding for a legitimate right and the Shah has lost legitimacy, and  

in my opinion, his and his fatherôs rules were never legitimate to start with. I  

implore God, the Exalted, for the Muslim government and nation of Pakistan  
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to achieve their humane and Islamic wishes, find the way to their  

independence and liberty, and acquire whatever they desire, just as Iranians  

have done by uprising. 

[Minister:  Our information suggests that in Iranôs present situation,  

thousands and hundreds of thousands of people are going through terrible  

hardships; they are all our Shiah brothers. According to statistics and news,  

peopleôs normal lives in cities and villages have been disturbed. Lack of food  

and stoppage of transportation means have completely brought life to a  

standstill. It is the awareness and emotions that cause our Shiah brothers to  

try to present a solution. I am a cabinet member. We have some information  

that if you would allow me, I will deliver. America and Russia have come to  

an agreement. Russia will not interfere in Iranôs affairs because a war with  

America will not be easy. It is possible to move step by step, and through a  

relative cooperation with the government at this stage, in order to familiarize  

people with the way to run the country and to deal with affairs; the regular  

life of people will not be disturbed and the people who are starving to death,  

will survive this catastrophe.] 

Imam: But it is the Shah who has disturbed the lives of the people. We  

have some oil that has been extracted and reserved, that will last a while; but  

according to reliable sources, the Shah does not let our own oil get to us.  

They say, the income earned from the export of oil, which is to be spent on  

the country, goes to Israel. The government agents store the wheat after  

midnight to create problems for the people, and they are responsible for other  

aggravations too that make life harder. But our people suffer through all  

these hardships in order to achieve their goals. But such agreement between  

him and the [American and British] government for hindering in our internal  

affairs, has been made in the past, and if hindering means military  

interference, then such agreement is impossible to be made. If it means any  

other type of interference, America has done it all before. We want to rid  

ourselves of their control. This uprising is an Islamic one; if we face  

hardships and failures, it will be all for Godôs and Islamôs sake and we have  

done our duty. We have the same logic of the Muslims of the early Islamic  

era that says, if we are killed in the war with unbelievers, we will go to  

heaven and if we kill, we will still go to heaven. The Shah is more unpleasant  

to us than the outside interferences. If others interfere by force and weapons,  

they cannot survive in Iran as experienced by the invaders throughout the  

history. People will not settle for any compromises. They have seen so many  

crimes that they will neither allow any foreign intervention, nor for the Shah  

to remain in power. 



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 116 

[Minister:  I do not mean military intervention; let me make myself clear.  

Based on our information, the Shah is not willing to retreat under any  

circumstances. The army will continue supporting him. It is obvious and we  

know that the pressure on the people is high. According to our information,  

the Shah is ready to accept some terms at this stage. Therefore, if some sort  

of cooperation could be established, by having short-term goals in mind, you  

will perhaps achieve your goals in a longer process. However, we believe  

that the Shah is willing to make some agreement regarding less killings and  

less pressure on the people.] 

Imam: You do not know the Shah as well as I do. I have raised him; I  

know him well. This is not his first time sending a mediator. He has even  

sent a mediator to say, ñI will give you the army; I will give you the whole  

government and I, meaning the Shah, will be just the king and will not  

interfere with the affairs.ò But I know him well. You do not know him. He is  

playing a trick; He is planning to mislead you and us. By your mediation, he  

wants to continue with his criminal life and stop this uprising, which is  

Islamic and has occurred in Iran, and confront Islam and Muslims by  

resorting to all his forces. He got so used to brutality and crimes since his  

childhood that it has turned into an addiction he cannot get rid of. Keep in  

mind, not to mediate for someone whose promise cannot be trusted and only  

misleads. We are sorry that we will not accept your mediation on this issue.  

People of Iran cannot accept the Shah. The mediation of people like King  

Hussein [of Jordan], King Hasan [of Morocco] and now you is not but for  

strengthening his power and continuing his crimes and murders, and we will  

be responsible before God if we make peace and cooperate with him. If we  

are to be defeated, we will not purposely defeat ourselves. [Even] if  

confronted with the military and violence, we will not deliberately let this  

treachery go on.  

[Minister:  I have not been sent here by the Shah to mediate. When I told  

General Zia al-Haqq the intention of my trip and asked for his permission for  

this visit, he made a suggestion. Iranôs situation will also influence the Shiah  

of Pakistan. We are a minority. Iranôs situation will weaken the Shiah. It is  

these thoughts that have forced me to come forth and with all the respect, to  

give my views. I understand what Ayatullah says and feels. The only thing  

that I, the sinner, can do is to pray. I will go to Geneva tonight at one oôclock  

anyway, then two days in London with my family, and then back to Pakistan.  

If during this time, Ayatullah comes up with an idea or if there is something  

that we can do, let us know; I, personally, and our government will officially  

be at your service.] 
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Imam: Thank you for your good intention, but your claim about our  

uprising weakening the Shiah of Pakistan, contradicts our information  

received from Shiah dwelling regions. A movement has begun among all  

Shiah dominant regions that we hope will set free the nations of their  

hardships. The issue is not about Shiah, but it is about Muslims. We are  

informed of the situation of various Islamic countries. We have been  

informed that the Iranian uprising has made an awakening among Arab  

countries and other regions; and we hope that if it comes to a conclusion,  

nations will also achieve their humane goals. 

And I ask God, the Blessed and Exalted, for the opportunity to be a  

servant and also ask God the blessing for your service and that of others to  

Islam and the Islamic nation. 

[Minister:  I am grateful and honored to have been received by you.  

Shiah in Pakistan are not in a good condition, because of the money that  

Saudi is spending. My prayer is that Iran becomes stronger than ever; and  

that this strength may encourage and enhance the Shiah condition in  

Pakistan. I know that Iranôs movement is Islamic; but we are a minority in  

Pakistan and Iranôs revolution will have a major effect on us.] 

Imam: We hope that Iran reaches a condition in which it can strengthen  

Shiah of other countries, and we hope that you would pray for us, too. Pray  

for us to succeed in this movement. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 24, 1978 [Aban 2, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 21, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The overthrow of the Pahlavi dynasty as a religious duty and the peopleôs  

responsibility during this period 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

My constitution tonight demands that I do not inconvenience you  

gentlemen for long. The situation in Iran has left me with no strength.   

Nearly every day there is another killing in Iran and once again, this vile,  

bloodthirsty regime has fallen upon the people and is massacring them. 
 

The Shahôs despair and the last plundering 

Even so, the situation is satisfactory for it has filled him (the Shah) with  

despair, he has abandoned all hope for his position and he admits this.   

Therefore, he should despair. Now, because of his desperate situation, he is  

taking the wealth of the people out of the country. It is said that he has sent  

the crown jewels abroad by plane, and according to some of the gentlemen,  

he has sold a number of the buildings he put up on that island, which he  

created at great expense for obscene activities, to the oil company, and he has  

transferred the money received thereby abroad. So on the one hand his  

desperation has driven him to take the nation's wealth, and on the other to fall  

upon the people, massacring them without mercy. 

 

Step by stepô politics is a mistake in the resistance against the Shah 

The Iranian nation should delay no longer; he should be removed from  

power immediately. If he is given a respite, it will prove to be disastrous for  

our nation. At times we hear suggestions from some people, some of the  

respected gentlemen, who do not pay enough attention to matters, to the  

effect that it is a good idea that this person (the Shah) goes, but the  

fundamentals of the regime be kept.  Some even openly say that he should be  

retained as monarch and should reign but not govern, as specified in the  

constitutional law for the duties of a king. They say that we should abide by  

the Constitution and be satisfied with this for now, moving forward step by  

step. This is one of the mistakes that the gentlemen make; those whose  

intentions are bad, well, they harbor ill intent; that is, they want to preserve  
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this regime and then later do whatever they please. Those whose intentions  

are good, and who are not seeking a continuation of this oppression, are  

simply mistaken in believing that the Shah should remain. 

 

Thirty years of continuous treason 

This man has been the perpetrator of crimes now for over thirty years;  

over the past year alone, numerous people have been killed on his orders.   

After all this killing, after handing over all our resources, our oil, our land,  

our forests, to others, after exhausting our oil reserves and destroying our  

agriculture to the extent that in a few years time this nation will have no  

reserves, nothing, can the Iranian nation now be expected to turn round and  

tell him: ñWell sir, you remain seated on your throne and continue with your  

corruption but have nothing to do with the government!?ò Can this nation  

which has sacrificed so many lives now accept this man as their ruler, saying  

simply: ñSorry! You can reign over us, but there is no need for you to be the  

governing power also!?ò   

 

Permission for the Shah to reign is treason to the nation 

Which Muslim could accept such a thing from us? Which just person  

would accept this bloodthirsty man as ruler after all the years of crimes he  

has committed against this nation, after the years of betrayal? He has killed  

the peopleôs children, their young sons and daughters, their infants. He was  

the one giving the orders on Khordad 15 and it is said that fifteen thousand  

people were killed on that day upon his orders. No one dares kill the people  

on such a scale without first receiving the command from him, it is  

impossible. Not even once has he denied that he was responsible or said that  

it was his agents who carried out the killings. It is quiet obvious. For a  

lifetime this man has committed crimes against this nation and betrayed it, he  

has shed the blood of the countryôs children and yet now are we expected to  

say: ñWell, in order to calm the situation let him reign, let him remain, the  

others will be the servants!?ò Which nation could agree to such a thing?   

Which person who believes in God and Islam could agree to this and put  

such a plan into action? Only he who has mistaken ideas could do this, and to  

him we say correct your notions. 

 

No respite should be given to the Shah 

Furthermore, these gentlemen should realize that were this man given a  

respite today, were the nation to tell him to be the king, but not to govern, he  

would accept it ñfor now.ò He himself has said in the Parliament that he  
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accepts the restrictions placed upon him by the law. However, he just wants  

to deceive you with this; he wants to deceive the people so that they will  

keep quiet; he wants to stop this movement which has started now and  

silence the calls for his removal and the cries of ñdeath to this monarchy.ò  

Once this movement has been stopped, there is no way that it can be started  

again to the same degree. If this uprising, this movement, which has been  

brought to this stage through numerous efforts, loses its momentum, if the  

people return to going about their daily affairs, then it will be impossible to  

start again; and this man will massacre the people and his opponents on a  

larger scale than he is doing now.  

 

Plan for rule succession and Regency Council is deviation from the movement 

Which person, which logic, would accept that now that we have forced  

an obstinate enemy of a nation to yield, now when he is getting ready to  

leave the country, we should give him a respite and take this matter step by  

step?! Now is the time to deal with this matter, we should extirpate the roots  

of this regime now. Moreover, this is something, which we all have to do  

together; all classes of the nation should take part in this. If someone does not  

agree with us in this matter, then he either has bad intentions, is ignorant of  

the facts, or has been ill advised. He who is ill-advised should be put right  

and he who harbors malicious intent should be castigated and told to stop. It  

is tantamount to treason against this nation which has sacrificed lives to say  

that for now we will take our first step, which is for him to reign or for him to  

go and his wife Farah to become the ruler of our country and a Regency  

Council to be formed, then later we will take our second step saying ñNo, he  

must now go too.ò Gentlemen, he must be removed from power now! To  

allow anything else would be a mistake. This nation, which has come so far,  

should make the move and just as now the people are moving forward like a  

flood and destroying the pillars of this regime one by one, so they should  

continue until all the pillars have been destroyed and this traitor leaves. This  

is what we are aiming for right now. We say that all those hands which hold  

sway over our country and which are taking our resources by force should be  

severed. These hands should be severed and removed from this country. The  

country belongs to us and we want to administer it ourselves. We do not want  

American advisers here; we do not want someone to take our gas and  

someone else our oil, our pasturelands and our forests. What has this person  

left for our country?  
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Eradication of the roots of oppression 

This is what we are calling for, and gentlemen, this that we call for is not  

a right which is ours to forgo, this right is a divine right, this command is  

Godôs command, the matter is one of a divine religious duty which no one  

can or should oppose. Someone who is the epitome of oppression must be  

removed.  The roots of his regime must be eradicated. He is annihilating the  

Muslims of Iran; he must be removed so that the people can breathe a little  

easier. For more than fifty years, the people have been repressed and  

deprived of all kinds of freedoms.  For fifty years, whether at the time of that  

father or this son, the people have been suppressed; they have sacrificed their  

children; and now [is the time] when they have reached this stage and have  

risen up; now that the people of Iran have courageously risen up; now even  

as you and I sit here, Iran is in a state of turmoil. We have heard from Qum  

that gunfire can be heard and such and such has been done today, Hamedan  

is in a state of rebellion, there are uprisings around Kerman
1
 and there is  

always something happening in Tehran. Now that the people are ready and  

have brought the uprising to this stage; now that they are ready to make all  

kinds of sacrifices for Islam and their nation, should we turn around and say:  

ñThis is enough for the time being, weôll do that later! Weôll take the first  

step now which is to tell this man to reign but not rule!ò What is this that you  

are telling us to say? Which nation could accept such a thing? No, he must  

go; this dynasty must be destroyed; Iran does not want this dynasty; neither  

the seven-year-old child nor the eighty-year-old man wants this dynasty. 

 

Now is the time for action 

Now is the time for us all to join hands together. You who are abroad  

should do everything within your power to help the country and the people of  

your country. They are giving their blood; you should give your pen. You  

should do whatever it is within your power to do, demonstrate, deliver  

speeches to the people of these countries and tell them what is happening in  

Iran, what calamities have befallen the Iranian people so that, God willing,  

other nations will awaken also. We have been informed that the French  

nation has now accepted that this man must go. They are right, but still we  

must continue to tell them the facts for maybe many people here do not know  

what the poor people of Iran are saying because of the propaganda that they  

have been exposed to for years. The idea is disseminated that the Iranian  

people have been given freedom, and Carter says that they are opposing the  

                                                 
1 Kerman: a province in the south-central part of Iran. Its capital is also called Kerman.   
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Shah because they have been given a quick freedom! What kind of foolish  

talk is this? Are the people now shouting, ñGive us freedomò because they  

have been given freedom? Are they shouting because he is taking the country  

toward progress and the people do not want their country to progress!?   

 

If we give respite the nation will be destroyed 

He has taken the country to the brink of destruction and if, God forbid,  

this man should remain, then in a few yearsô time you will have neither oilð 

because they have opened the pipes and it is gushing outðnor agriculture;  

and what is left when there is no oil or agriculture? What will we have left?   

Nothing! If this person remains in power for a few more years, he will  

destroy us, he will destroy the nation. 

 

Unity for eradicating the root 

Now is the time for us all to join hands together and sever this root, and  

after that sever all the other roots of this regime too. The country is ours and  

we have something to say which is right and just and that is that we ourselves  

want to administer our own country. We have people to administer it, we  

have suitable men, we have Muslim men, we have educated people: There  

are so many in Europe and America who cannot return to their country for  

fear of being harassed, imprisoned or executed, and those things are real but  

once he has gone they will return to their country there to live and administer  

it. 

 

The rumor of Iranôs becoming a communist (nation) 

Some say if he goes, the communists will take over! This is a mistaken  

notion. The communists are not involved in this matter; there are no  

communists in Iran. There may be a few young people who have been misled  

and sometimes say somethingðthat is if they are not from SAVAK or have  

been incited by SAVAKðbut they are insignificant, they will disappear,  

they are not going to take over the country if he leavesé Will a country with  

a population of thirty million people who have risen the flag of Islam and are  

shouting ñIslam, Islam,ò become communist? These people will shut the  

communists up! Is it possible for this country to become communist? This is  

just the Shahôs propaganda. He wants to preserve his rule for a while longer  

so he says, ñIf I leave, Iran will become a communist country.ò He is worse  

than the communists are! 
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The responsibility is to assist the movement 

You all, we all, are duty bound to help our friends in Iran. Those of us  

abroad now can help by propagating their cause; each of you should be a  

speaker for the people. When you go to your schools speak to some of those  

there with you, tell them the facts, tell them what is really happening in your  

country and what the people want, tell them what this man (the Shah) has  

done. You are all informed about the situation in our country now, so you  

know what to tell them. May God grant you success and protect you. God  

willing May He protect you. Make ready yourselves for your country. God  

willing, you will all return to it together and your country will be yours.   

(Salawat from the audience).  
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Speech 
 
Date: October 24, 1978 [Aban 2, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 21, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The roots of the peopleôs opposition to the Shah and the need for  

propagating Islam 

Addressees: A group of students and other Iranians residing abroad 

 

 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful] 

 

The Shah and his masters are the sources of destruction 

Nowadays, we are faced with problems every day, which hitherto we  

only encountered once every month or every twenty days. Previously, the  

people were given a respite until the seventh or fortieth day after a killing  

before another was perpetrated.  But today the situation in Iran is such that as  

I speak to you now, there are disturbances in Hamedan and confrontations  

between the people and the police which have been going on for three days.  

The peopleôs opposition to the regime does not stem from one or two  

reasons. The people see that everything that a nation needs, each institution  

that the nation can benefit from, this oppressive regime, this Shah, these  

masters of the Shah of whom America, Britain and the Soviet Union are the  

most important, have endangered or destroyed. 

 

The educational system and the army are related 

A nation needs education; a nation can have a political existence through  

its culture and education. Our educational system is not an independent one,  

it is not one which relates to the people; rather it is planned and controlled by  

foreigners. Consequently, they do not give us a sound system; they do not  

give us sound teachers. The university lecturers cannot and have never been  

able to pursue their tasks as they should. The university students cannot  

pursue their tasks in a way that they want to. All the institutions must glorify  

Aryamehr; all must be organs, which support the apparatus of oppression.  

When the nation looks at its education, it sees a paralyzed system, one which  

can achieve nothing and which does not have a sound role to play in the  

society. When the nation looks at its army, it sees a parasitic army. Sixty  

thousand military advisers have come to this country and the majority of  

them are American advisers who have taken control of our army and now  

administer it. The army is not under our command, it is not under the  

command of the nation, and it is not beneficial to the nation. The armed  
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forces have now come together to crush this nation on the orders of the Shah  

and those above him. The Shah is using his subordinates to cause all these  

tragedies and many of them are not happy doing what they are doing, but  

there is another power over their heads and that is these American military  

advisers. They issue the orders and these subordinates carry them out. They  

(the Shahôs masters) want the Shah with all his crimes to be retained.   

 

The British Foreign Ministerôs emphasis on having interests in Iran 

Only yesterday or the day before the British Foreign Minister said that  

they had interests in Iran and they could not withdraw their support from  

someone who was safeguarding their interests. This is what we are saying  

too, we maintain that the Shah is being retained now to safeguard British,  

American and Russian interests. The Allies put him in power to safeguard  

their interests. He himself admitted that the Allies wanted him to rule, that  

they wanted the Pahlavi dynasty to rule. May God curse those Allies for  

imposing such an animal on us. We are saying the same as the British  

Foreign Minister! All our problems now are caused by the fact that he is  

staying in the country to safeguard the interests of the foreigners.  He wants  

to destroy everything we have to their avail. He gives our oil and our  

minerals to them; he sacrifices our culture and education for them; he does  

not allow a sound culture to exist, one that will prevent them from reaching  

their aims; he weakens Islam; he does not allow Islam to be presented as it  

truly is so as to prevent it from forming an obstacle to the foreignersô aims.  

He weakens the ulama of Islam, he does not allow them to speak out and tell  

the people what is being done to them. Political groups, all groups, the  

righteous and enlightened bazaar merchants, our university students and  

academics, he crushes them all. He does not allow them to speak out and if a  

voice is raised anywhere it is silenced by these commandos and hirelings.   

What did the people of Hamedan do to be treated so? They only said one  

word and subsequently were attacked; the girls were arrested and the tumult  

that we now witness ensued. One of the girls was raped and she committed  

suicide because of it. These disturbances in Hamedan, in which they say fifty  

people have been killed, stem from a voice being raised. 

 

Dictatorsô madness in their last days 

About two or three years ago, I anticipated that we should be wary of this  

dictator in his last days, and now we see that these actions also stem from the  

fact that he, like most of our other dictators, has gone insane in his final days.   

Aqa Khan Qajar also went insane toward the end of his rule, as  
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did Nadir Shah. Some of them were mad from the beginning, like Rida Shah;  

he was mad from the start! Now this one (the Shah) has become high-strung  

and mentally disturbed. When he is interviewed nowadays he appears  

distracted. Apparently he was interviewed recently by a reporter from a  

French newspaper who said that throughout the interview, the Shah kept  

muttering to himself, complaining to himself and that he repeated about  

twenty times: ñWhatôs the solution now? Now what should we do? What  

should be done now? What shall we do?ò Well it is obvious what you should  

do, get up and go. What else do you want from this nation? The solution lies  

with you, leave! Now he is taking gold out of the country, yesterday or the  

day before we were informed that the day before that an airplane left the  

country carrying the crown jewels. His father did the same thing. They have  

been the bane of the nation.  

 

Our contention is for the nation and the national interests 

I do not have a personal or family dispute with you as you claim. What  

personal dispute do I have with you? I am speaking for the nation; the pain of  

the nation concerns us, not personal pain.  We are objecting to what you are  

doing to our nation and our ulama, and what you have done and are doing to  

our Islam. This is not a personal dispute; this is a struggle over the nation,  

over Islam, and because you are destroying all of Iranôs resources, you are  

giving them away to others and we are telling you to stop it, these should be  

ours; our hungry people should be fed. We are concerned about these hungry,  

naked people who wander around the streets, who have nothing and are in  

dire straits, as we are about these farmers whom you say you wanted to do  

something for through your so-called land reforms, whereas in reality you  

implemented these reforms for America. This was the mission for your  

country, which America gave you and you carried it out, making the country  

dependent on America and foreigners in all respects. 

 

Our cry: freedom, independence. 

The people are shouting now for freedom, for independence; they are  

shouting that they do not want their resources to be destroyed this way. This  

is what ails the nation. In twenty yearsô time we will have no oil; our  

agriculture has already been destroyed; we have nothing. When the nation  

has nothing how is it expected to survive? How is the future generation  

expected to live? We have a responsibility toward the future generation. We  

should now do whatever is within our power to sever the hands that grip our  

resources, our nationôs resources, so that they will last a little longer. We  
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have large reserves of oil, but such a great amount is being taken, and taken  

without payment at that, that they are being depleted. If only they (the  

Americans) were taking it free of charge, but in return, they build bases for  

themselves! They give us arms in return! Are these arms for us? No, they are  

for creating their own bases in Iran! Bases for America are being built all  

over the country, in the mountains of Kurdistan and this place and that.   

Arms! These arms are of no use to us. Arms that we do not know how to  

operate are of no use to us. On the one hand, they take our oil and on the  

other, they send weapons to Iran for their bases here, so that they can say that  

they have paid for the oil with these weapons and thus stem protests from the  

Soviet Union and other countries. This is being done in the name of meeting  

our needs and with the excuse that our power should be such and such. 

 

The procurement of arms for protecting American interests 

A few years ago, this person, the Shah himself, said that we didnôt want  

arms, we didnôt need arms, that what we already had were sufficient for  

administering the country. This is true, he does not need these things (that the  

Americans send) to kill the people! These machine-guns that he already has  

are enough, they are killing the people! He does not need them for anything  

else apart from killing his own nation! This same person, who once claimed  

that the country did not want weapons, soon changed his tune when he  

received the command from America that he had to take the weapons and  

build bases on the pretext of them being in return for the oil, to which he  

said: ñNo, we should have arms, other powers like us have many weapons,ò  

and other things to the effect that Iraq for instance had weapons in its arsenal  

that could do goodness knows what in a day. This is all a lie! The arms that  

we buy are not for us, they are for America. The Americans wanted to set up  

bases here, but they realized that if they openly stated that they intended to  

do this, Russia would oppose them and a dispute would ensue. Therefore,  

under the pretext of paying for the oil they get with goodsô, their goods  

comprising of these weapons, they build bases for themselves in Iran! Our  

nationôs woes stem from the fact that he is a traitor; the father was a traitor  

and the son is a traitor, too! 

 

All institutions in Iran are illegal  

The nation has now had enough. The people do not want him. School- 

children and old men alike are saying that they do not want him. A whole  

nation says that it does not want him. Is there a better referendum than this?   

When the nation says that it does not want him, it means that this Shah is no  
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longer a Shah. A Shah is only a Shah when the nation wishes him to be so;  

when the people vote against him, he forfeits his position. Parliament  

likewise, when it does not enjoy the vote of the people, it is no longer a  

Parliament. Our Parliament was not a Parliament from the beginning! We  

just need to look at the history of our Parliament. I myself am like a history  

of our Parliament; I can remember what has happened from the time that  

Rida Khan carried out his coup dô®tat up to the present time. I can remember  

the Constituent Assembly, which was formed at bayonet point. This is the  

kind of Parliament that we have had! When did we ever have a true  

Parliament? Never, from the time of Rida Shah to the present, we have never  

had a Parliament that the people have voted for of their own volition; we  

have never had such a Parliament. 

The present Members of Parliament are all traitors, because they know  

that they are there only on the orders of the Shah and the nation has no say in  

the matter! This is the first problem we have with all you Members of  

Parliament, for you are all aware of this, there is no denying it, you havenôt  

come from outer space, you are more aware of this than the nation is itself.   

You know that your entry into Parliament was not brought about by the  

approval and votes of the people; rather it happened because the Shah  

installed you, because this was the Shahôs missionô. The embassies handed  

over a list and you were appointed. Still you entered Parliament even though  

you knew this. So the first question we have to put to those of you who claim  

to be nationalists is: ñWhy then did you enter Parliament knowing what you  

did?ò You may reply that you had no choice, but surely, nobody could force  

you in, no, you yourself wanted it. Therefore, you entered Parliament and  

approved of everything that was put in front of you. But now you see that  

things are changing, the opponent is coming to the fore and so you want to  

compromise and make a place for yourself. The question remains though as  

to why you are in a Parliament that has been appointed by the Shah and  

which contravenes the Constitution. The Constitution has given the people  

the right to choose their representatives and no one has the right to interfere  

with thisé 

 

According to the Constitution the Shah is a criminal 

According to the Constitution, the Shah is a criminal and must be  

deposed. The Shah is a traitor and traitors, as stated in the Constitution, must  

be deposed. A Shah who acts against the interests of the nation or against that  

which the law has determined can no longer be a Shah, he automatically  
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forfeits his office. This Shah is not a Shah, he is a usurper, he is a bandit and  

as such, he is automatically deposed. 

 

The reason for foreign support is for better plundering of our resources 

This bandit was placed over us and Britain supports him from one side,  

America from another, China another and the Soviet Union from another.   

They are all seeking their own interests. There is no better, more foolish  

servant for them than he is.  He has given all the wealth of this nation to them  

free of charge.  The nationôs gas is taken by Russia, its oil by America and  

Britain; everything this country has is being taken by somebody. The Queen  

of England has taken its pasturelands; our lush, green pasturelands were  

handed over to the Queen of England and some other people there, and I  

have received information to the effect that the nationôs forests have been  

given to another company. Everything in this country has now fallen prey to  

these hyenas who tug at it from all directions. Iran is now food for these oil- 

devourers and these hyenas and they are tugging at her from all directions,  

and it is Mu Rida Pahlavi who is letting this happen. He is her  

executive power! When we say that we do not want this man, this is why, it  

is not because the nation has been given freedom and it does not want it!   

According to Carter, this nation has been given a very quick freedom; the  

Shah has given his nation a quick freedom! This is the fast freedom that has  

been recently implemented in Hamedan, in Kerman a few days ago and in  

towns close to Kerman. Murder is now widespread in Iran and this man has  

gone insane, he has become mentally disturbed and very dangerous. The  

people should get rid of him as fast as they can to be free of him. 

 

The army must arise 

I am surprised at the army on the one hand, and on the other at those  

youth in Iran who sometimes allow themselves to be led into error. I am  

surprised at the army for allowing this Shah to sully its reputation for the  

sake of his own and his mastersô goals. The military forces have a bad name  

now among the people because whatever he wants to do he does it through  

them. He uses the army if the action is a little widespread, as on Khordad 15  

and other similar occasions, or if not he uses a smaller force such as  

commandos and such people like them. These forces are all giving  

themselves a bad name for the sake of the interest of this man and his  

masters! It surprises me that the army, which is made up of nationals of this  

country, would do such things to its own nation for the sake of a man who is  

a traitor and who it knows to be a traitor, that it would bring shame upon  
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itself and give itself a bad name for the sake of the goals of a traitor who  

wants to prolong his treacherous rule for a few days longer! This is surprising  

for me. 

  

Warning to the deceived and ignorant youth 

On the other hand, I am surprised at our youth, some of our youth of  

course, those who have allowed themselves to be led astray by this regime,  

which has deceived them through various means. Their elders have made  

them shout slogans at the university, slogans that are anti-Islamic and  

unpatriotic so that the people will be afraid that if His Imperial Majesty goes  

the communists will take over! A group of our young people has now  

become the instruments of some of their elders who make them do such  

things and who are working for SAVAK and for this regime. These people  

are not communists; they are communist-makers. They make our young  

people say and do things, which are for the benefit of the Shah and America  

and beguile these young people into thinking that what they are doing is for  

the sake of communism and the Tudeh Party and such things. I find it truly  

surprising that at a time when such matters are obvious even to the bazaar  

merchants, the farmers and the young children, some of these young people  

allow themselves to be deceived so. They are making a mistake and it works  

to the benefit of the regime, but the Muslims will not let the regime take full  

advantage of this and only humiliation will be left for these young people. It  

is indeed surprising for me. 

 

The need to properly introduce Islam abroad 

I ask you gentlemen who are studying abroad and who form part of the  

enlightened classes not to let our youth fall into the trap of these people.  

Some of our youth have been deceived; they have been deceived by some of  

their elders. They have made a mistake; they havenôt read about Islam; they  

havenôt seen true Islam (in practice); they havenôt read about the laws of  

Islam nor seen them in practice; they are not familiar with the language of  

the Quran; they do not know that the Quran is a book designed to create  

human beings, to stimulate man toward progress and development, toward  

crushing the oppressors and the apparatus of oppression. They do not know  

these things. They know nothing about the economics of Islam either. So  

when they come here, they come almost totally ignorant about Islam, and  

some people, some groups who themselves have no belief in these matters,  

mislead these young people and force them to do such acts and our youth are  

deceived. You are intellectual people; you are Muslim and you preserve your  
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national sentiments; so, I ask you to take care of our children; do not let them  

fall into these traps. These are the traps of SAVAK, not those of the  

communists. The SAVAK agents have a mission to make these young people  

shout slogans which benefit the regime and in this way destroy these youth.   

If you meet some of these young people here, take them by the hand, do not  

let them work for the benefit of the Shah or the regime, for America, the  

Soviet Union and other powers, do not lose them in this way. 

 

Propagate and enlighten all (the people) 

Another duty, which we who are residing abroad now have, is to help the  

Iranian nation. It has a right over all of us who are abroad now for it is giving  

blood for us, it is sacrificing its youth. Wherever you go in Iran nowadays  

there are disturbances, a movement has begun, the people are speaking out  

and are shouting: ñWe want freedom; we do not want this dynasty because it  

has deprived us of our freedom and has plundered our resources for its own  

benefit and that of the foreigners.ò Those of us here are indebted to them; we  

are responsible before God, the Blessed and Exalted, and before the nation.   

We have to help these people and that which you and I can do for them is to  

propagate their cause. Those of you, who attend the universities and colleges  

over here, speak to your friends there, whenever and wherever possible sit  

down and speak about the situation in Iran.  

 

The worldôs attention is on Iran 

Everybody nowadays is watching events in Iran. Tell them what this man  

is doing to the people; tell them what ails the people and that the cure for  

their ailment is for him (the Shah) to leave. An even better cure is that Mr.  

Carter and the leaders of China, the Soviet Union and Britain leave this  

nation alone and let the people administer their own affairs. What business  

does that wretch have coming here from the other side of the world, robbing  

us of our oil, taking it for free or worse than if it were for free. Tell these  

people, these students that you meet, whether in America or in Europe, about  

these things. There are about five thousand of you over here, if each one of  

you tells only ten people, then that will mean that a great number of people  

have been informed and a wave of support will be created in Europe and  

America which will prove useful to the Iranian nationôs cause. This is a  

service, which you can do for the Iranian nation, and in this way, you can  

repay your debt to them. I ask you all to invite the people to support the  

nation of Iran, ask the American nation to support the Iranian nation, to  

understand what the American government has done to Iran and why it has  



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 132 

the bad reputation that it does in Iran. Gradually, people may come to  

presume that the American nation supports the policies of their government  

in Iran, but this is not the case. In the same way, wherever you are living  

speak to the people about your problems, alert them to the fact that their  

governmentsô policies toward Iran are detrimental to your nation, to  

everything that your nation has, and (in this way) help the Iranians in this  

movement that they have started.   

May God grant you health and success. May you all be ready to make  

sacrifices for Islam and your nation and may you strengthen yourselves. God  

willing, you will take control of your nation, your country, and others will  

leave and you will administer your own country yourselves.  (The audience  

replies with ñGod willingò). 
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Interview 
  
Date: October 25, 1978 [Aban 3, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 22, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The future of Iran 

Interviewer:  Agence France-Presse reporter 

  

 

Question: [What do you think of the changes in todayôs Iran? Do not you  

think it has reached a deadlock, and considering the Shahôs apparent political  

flexibility, do not you believe a review on your strategies may be effective?] 

Answer: It is the regime that has reached the deadlock. The regime wants to  

impose its own solution on the nation. The people are not at a deadlock;  

people do not want this regime. Any solution leading to the survival of this  

regime will face a deadlock because the people will not accept it.  

 

Q: [You have said that you are not afraid of the communists and extreme  

leftists taking over the public uprising. Nevertheless, fifteen hundred students  

from Tehran University staged a demonstration using communist slogans on  

Sunday (October 22, 1978).
1
 This brings about the assumption that  

communism is not a myth, but it exists and is getting organized.] 

A:  If we suppose that all these fifteen hundred people, and even several times  

more, are real Marxists, they will not be considered as a power in comparison  

to the thirty million people who have risen up in the name of Islam.  

However, the important point is that, compared to the past, the Marxists have  

decreased dramatically in number. That is because Islam provides people  

with their needs in political, economic, social and cultural aspects of life, for  

real progress. The fact that we have been able to handle this very important  

task through gratifying the youth, regardless of having a regime which is  

against Islam and does nothing but frustrate people, shows that, if an Islamic  

government gets established and freedoms become extended and the facilities  

for real progress of people increase, those seeking the truth and justice can be  

brought back into the arms of Islam.  

 

                                                 
1 These words are narrated from Jafar Sharif Imami (the then Prime Minister of the Shahôs  

regime) who believed that the studentsô demonstration was communistic, and claimed that  

they had erected a red flag on the campus! 
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Q: [You have received Mr. Bazargan,
1
 and Dr. Karim Sanjabi

2
 is coming to  

Paris, too. It has been said that Ayatullah Shirazi
3
 will also come. All these  

people are known to be pro peace-diplomacies. Will you join this diplomacy?  

Do you think that among the political oppositions, the National Front party  

and others, there will be some personalities reputable and credible enough to  

replace this current cabinet?] 

A:  I am and I have been against peace and intermediary diplomacies from the  

beginning because these diplomacies neither take the Shah out of the  

deadlockðbecause the reason for his getting into the deadlock was the plans  

that he himself was to carry outðnor does it lessen the pressure,  

strangulations and killings. If everybody takes up this strong and clear-cut  

position that the Shah has to go, then the regime will have to put aside its  

diplomacy of wearing people out by constant killings and by performing new  

methods of exerting pressure and strangulation, and so the victory of the  

people will become more imminent. Of course, those who can overthrow this  

regime will prove that, by doing so, they are also capable of running the  

country. 

 

Q: [You stated that the Shiah clerical authorities do not intend to rule. Do  

you think that the political oppositions will be able to handle the job without  

the risk of having a more critical situation?] 

A:  With the help of people and the clergy, the oppositions mentioned in the  

previous question will qualify for the job, if they acquire the above terms. 

 

Q: [In the West, they think that the removal of the Shah will create a  

dangerous vacuum. Could you consider temporary peace with this dynasty,  

the Shah or his son, provided that he really reigns rather than rule?] 

                                                 
1 Engineer Mahdi Bazargan (1908-1994) held different public positions in the administration  

saddiq. He was among the main founders of the Iranian Freedom  

Movement. Upon the culmination of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, he was appointed as the  

head of the provisional government; however, he decided to step down one day after Iranian  

students stormed the US embassy (Den of Espionage) in Tehran. 
2 Dr. Karim Sanjabi was born in 1904 and went through his elementary and high school  

education in the cities of Kermanshah and Tehran. He completed his higher education in  

France. In 1951, he saddiq  

administration. He was the founder of the National Front political party. Mr. Bazargan  

appointed him as the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran during his provisional  

government after the Islamic Revolution. 
3 irazi. 
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A:  The vacuum you are talking about already exists; and the characteristic of  

a regime like the Shahôs is to keep the country between a deadlock and a  

vacuum, and to drag the country toward demolition and corruption. To be  

released from this vacuum, this regime must be replaced by a regime  

appointed by the Muslim nation. 

 

Q: [It is obvious that the regime is looking for peace and is indeed awaiting  

your return to Iran.
1
 Do you absolutely consider this matter suspended as  

long as the Shah is still in Iran?] 

A:  I will not return to Iran while the Shah is still there. 

 

Q: [You condemn the big powers. This has made you look stubborn and  

irreconcilable. Can you not, just for the sake of the Westôs public opinion,  

which is sympathizing with the uprising of your people, consider being  

somewhat easier?] 

A:  I condemn the big governments for violating our peopleôs rights, not their  

people. I already have and will now express my gratitude to the people of the  

West who support the uprising of the people of Iran. 

 

Q: [Apparently, your preference is an Islamic republic. You are known to  

have said that monarchial regimes eventually turn into dictatorships, but  

there are Islamic republics that dictate more than monarchies. What is your  

opinion about that?] 

A:  These existing dictatorships could not be called Islamic governments; so  

you cannot make a comparison between a kingdom and an Islamic republic.  

An Islamic regime and a dictatorship will not go along together. Besides,  

those republics that dictate are only called republic, but in reality, they are  

kingdoms. 

 

Q: [Do you always receive assistance from capable advisors when making a  

realistic policy in economic and political issues?] 

A:  There are many talented people in Iran. The present regime prevents these  

talents from building up the country. These talents provide me with their  

knowledge and viewpoints due to their Islamic obligation. 

 

Q: [Would you agree to suggest some new and specific terms for formation  

of a temporary and transitional government?] 

                                                 
1 Jafar Sharif Imami (the Shahôs Prime Minister) had said in the parliament: ñWe welcome the Ayatullahôs return to the 

country.ò 
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A:  Such transitional government shall be formed upon the fall of the Shah,  

and its terms will of course be announced.  
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Speech 
 
Date: October 25, 1978 [Aban 3, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 22, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: Making sacrifices for the sake of God was the practice of the prophets (a) 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian citizens and students residing abroad 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

The freeing of political prisoners is not enough 

Today they announced that they have released a number of political  

prisoners, and that a further number is to be released later. However, the  

question is, does this freeing of prisoners compensate for everything?  They  

deprive a human being, in every way, for something like five or ten years,  

stripping him of any kind of freedom, and persecuting and torturing him in  

prison, then they tell him that he is free to go! But does it then mean that  

these five years of a Muslimôs life which have been wasted, of a human  

beingôs life, these five, ten years of persecuting a human being, a Muslim, are  

to be disregarded?! Now that he is free to go, does that mean that the matter  

is closed?! Is the release of a number of ulama and other members of  

society supposed to make us content? Is the nation now supposed to calm  

down?! Have they (the regime) made it up to the nation? Or is it that the  

present situation is such that they are no longer able to continue to behave as  

they have in the past; is it that they are struggling to come through the  

present situation alive, a situation in which the entire population has turned  

against them? Are they truly now able to save themselves? Can they actually  

be saved? This Shah who has reigned over us for about thirty years, who has  

reigned over the Muslim people in the manner of Genghis Khan; this Shah  

who has killed so many of the Muslim people, who has caused so many  

Muslims to flee their homeland, who has deprived and stripped so many  

human beings of their civil rights, this Shah now says: We have released  

them (the political prisoners), so now what more can you possibly expect  

from us! But the people expect you to provide ten years of life! You wasted  

ten years of a human beingôs life in prison, in a room two meters square. You  

took away the life of a human being, of someone who could have served the  

people, who could have served the people by being active and writing in a  

free environment. You wasted ten years of a nationôs life, and now, having  

allowed it to go free, you ask what more do we want? We want compensation  
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for these ten years. The people want these ten years in which you persecuted  

their children in prison to be compensated for. Yet there is no way that such  

compensation could be given in this world. One of the clear proofs for there  

having to be another place where God Almighty will punish these  

oppressors, is that suppo da  

Khan limb from limb, you then would only have killed one person. He is  

only one person; one vile person; and thus you would have taken a life for a  

life. Let us imagine that the person you are to kill is a good person, like the  

person for whose life you wish to obtain retribution, he is an honorable  

person; nevertheless, were you to kill him you would have only taken one  

honorable life in return for another honorable life! But what about all of  

those honorable people whom he has deprived of existence, all of those  

youngsters of ours that he has killed and whose lives he has curtailed? If  

someone were to have killed someone else, then his punishment would be for  

him also to be killed in return for the life he had taken. However, if that  

someone were to have brought about the death of, and to have killed, a  

multitude of people, then is there any way that retribution could be exacted  

for this here in this world? Of course, the person in question would have to  

be punished most severely here in this world, but even then would retribution  

have been fully exacted? Retribution would have been exacted for one  

family. If we were to cut someone's life short in return for his having cut  

short the life of a family, then this would be retribution for one family, but  

what about the other families? Are we now to content ourselves with the fact  

that this man has granted a pardon? We are talking about men for whom your  

pardon means nothing. Indeed, it is not a question of granting a pardon, it is  

in fact a question of doing that which is required of you, and right now you  

are obliged to release these people. Many of these prisoners were people  

whose unlawful sentences had already been served anyway. Yes, their  

sentences were unlawful from the start, but even having served the assigned  

term of imprisonment, they continued to be detained without reason. But now  

that these SAVAK agents, these perpetrators of so many crimes, have come  

and opened the prison gates, releasing certain prisoners, is that the end of the  

matter?! No indeed, now the matter is only just beginning! He (the Shah) and  

all of his agents are to stand trial. But even then, supposing they are all  

executed, retribution will still not have been exacted, for a hundred lives will  

have been taken in return for hundreds, for thousands of lives. In Tehran,  

during one bout of killings alone, four to five thousand people are said to  

have been killed. They say that these latest killings in Hamedan have left up  

to a hundred people dead. I am not sure whether it was yesterday or the day  
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before. Moreover, even now Hamedan is once again in a turbulent state. In  

Qum too, both yesterday and today, there have been disturbances and the  

sound of gunfire has rung out. As to how many people have been killed  

however, I just do not know. The same has also been happening in Zanjan;
1
  

and you have all heard about Kerman. The situation is the same everywhere.   

Crimes have been committed in every place you could possibly mention. Yet  

now he (the Shah) has granted a pardon! To hell with this pardon of his! If it  

were not for the pressure exerted by the people and this widespread public  

opinion, then he would not have granted a pardon at all. This is not a case of  

granting a pardon, it is a case of doing that which one is compelled to do.  

The crimes he has perpetrated cannot be recompensed by taking such  

measures. It is beyond us to exact retribution, for how can we compensate for  

the killing of four to five thousand people when there is only one person to  

be punished and no more, and even then, when he is the kind of person that  

he is. This is why there has to be a world in which constant torment prevails  

until retribution is exacted; a world in which unremitting anguish awaits  

these tyrants. 

 

The movementsô progress is encouraging 

We are really at a loss as to what we should do about the current  

situation in Iran. Of course, that is not to say that the situation is not  

promising, for it is. It is not that we are now concerned as to why such a  

situation prevails; but nonetheless, you can see for yourselves just what they  

are doing, just what madness they have called into being. Having said that  

however, it is worth it in order to rescue a nation. We must not be concerned  

by the fact that we are making sacrifices; for this was the practice of the  

prophets; these were the things that the prophets themselves did. The  

prophets and the friends of God [awliya] rose up against those who were  

cruel, those who oppressed the people, and in so doing they killed and were  

killed, they sacrificed their young and they sacrificed their close friends and  

followers. So there is now no call for us to be concerned that blood might be  

spilled! Indeed, blood has to be spilled! A nation will not succeed in rescuing  

itself from the suffering, which stems from all these crimes and losses  

without having to pay a price. A certain mother has been seen to have stood  

up in Behesht-e Zahra cemetery and to have said that the tree of freedom  

needs to be watered and that her sonôs blood is something which serves this  

purpose. These are the kind of lion-hearted women we have among us.   

                                                 
1 Zanjan: a province in the western part of Iran.  



 

S ifeh-ye Imam Volume 4 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 140 

Manifestations of Aliôs (a) battle with the taghuts 
Islam needs us to make sacrifices for its sake. Just consider what pure  

and virtuous lives have been sacrificed from the advent of Islam down to the  
present time. A case in point is Hadrat Amir (Imam Ali) who fought against  
Muawiyah for eighteen months in the Battle of Siff in, and who killed so  
many adversaries and lost the lives of so many fellow combatants, over ten  
thousand people in all, well over this figure. Muawiyah was someone who  
made claim to being Muslim and to being the Prophetôs rightful successor.   
He prayed at congregational prayer gatherings, was the Friday prayer leader,  
and so on. He practiced all of the outwardly visible religious practices.  
Unlike Yazid,

1
 whose exterior was as aberrant as his interior, Muawiyah  

was good at keeping up appearances. He kept up appearances and also  
advocated Islam, so what actually happened to cause Hadrat Amir to engage  
in battle against him? The reason Imam Ali fought against Muawiyah was  
because he was a tyrant who had unfairly exploited the people. He had seized  
Sham from Islamic rule and was forcing the people to behave ruthlessly and  
to commit injustices. He plundered the peopleôs wealth, the public treasury.  
Hadrat Amir was obliged by duty to fight against him irrespective of whether  
he was to be the vanquished or the vanquisher. The fact that he may be  
defeated if he were to engage in battle at this time, did not concern Hadrat  
Amir. Once he saw that he was able to confront Muawiyah in battle, he  
rounded up his troops and battle commenced, although it is true to say that on  
this particular occasion he was eventually defeated. When the Doyen of the  
Martyrs (Imam Husayn),

2
 may Godôs peace be upon him, sees that an  

                                                 
1 Yazid ibn Muawiyah: (26 AH-62 AH) succeeded his father to occupy the office of the  

Caliphate in the year 60 AH. He was a young man devoid of knowledge and virtues and was  

well known for his debauchery and other vices. Yazid ruled for three and a half years. During  

his first year he killed Imam Husayn (a) and his votaries at Karbala and made the latterôs  

surviving kith and kin captives. In his second year as Caliph, he ransacked Medina, (the seat  

of the Prophetôs rule and his burial site), and in his third year of rule he invaded Mecca. 
2 Imam Husayn: grandson of the Prophet, and also known as the Doyen of the Martyrs [Sayyid  

ash-Shuhada]. In 60 AH [680 CE], Imam Husayn refused to swear allegiance to Yazid, son of  

Muawiyah and second caliph of the Umayyad dynasty, since Yazid did not possess legitimate  

authority and had succeeded to the caliphate by hereditary succession. The ensuing death of  

the Imam in battle at Karbala has always been commemorated by Shiah Muslims as the  

supreme example of martyrdom in the face of tyranny. It served as an important point of both  

ideological and emotive reference throughout the Islamic Revolution in Iran. Ashura, the tenth  

a. See Shaykh  

hdi Shams ad-Din, The Revolution of Al-Husayn, http://www.al- 

islam.org/revolution; Ibrahim Ayati, A Probe into the History of Ashura (Karachi: Islamic  

Seminary Publications, 1984); Zakir, Tears and Tributes (Qum: Ansariyan Publications);  

Yasin T.  al-Jibouri, Kerbala and Beyond (Qum: Ansariyan Publications); Sayyid Wahid  

Akhtar, ñKarbala: An Enduring Paradigm of Islamic Revivalism,ò Al- id Journal,  

http://www.al-islam.org/al-tawhid/paradigm-akhtar.htm. 

http://www.al-islam.org/revolution
http://www.al-islam.org/revolution
http://www.al-islam.org/al-tawhid/paradigm-akhtar.htm
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oppressive ruler, a tyrant, is governing over the people, he makes it clear that  
should one witness an oppressive ruler governing over the people and  
tyrannizing them, then he is to stand in confrontation against the tyrant and is  
to do all he can to put a stop to his tyranny. And this is exactly what Imam  
Husayn did with only several people supporting him, people who were so  
few in number that they were nothing compared to the soldiers and the outfit  
they were to confront. Nevertheless, the Imam considered it his duty to rise  
up and sacrifice his blood in order for him to reform the people and to haul  
down the banner of Yazid. And indeed this he did, and an end was put to the  
affair. He sacrificed his own blood and that of his sons, as well as his  
children and everything he possessed in Godôs path, for the sake of Islam.   
Now, is our blood more precious than the blood of the Lord of the Martyrs?   

Why should we be afraid of sacrificing our blood or of sacrificing our  

lives? That tyrannical sultan (Yazid) said that he was Muslim, but Yazid was  

the kind of Muslim that the Shah isðhe may in fact have been somewhat  

better than the Shah, but he was certainly no worse than he is. However,  

because he treated the people so badly, because he was a tyrannous, cruel  

man who wanted to mislead the people by forcing them to obey him, the  

Doyen of the Martyrs deemed it necessary to confront this cruel sultan even  

if it meant losing his life. This is the line of action that was taken by the  

prophets. If a cruel, unjust sultan wishes to rule over the people one must  

stand up against him and do whatever is necessary. Now, we too must  

confront him (the Shah) with whatever it takes. We must forbid him to do  

evil and enjoin him to do good, and we are to pull him down from this  

redundant throne. Hence, we are not concerned about sacrificing our lives; let  

us sacrifice them. This is clearly something which we must do. 

 

Freedom and independence requires sacrifice 

We want to free a people; we want to free a nation; we want to make a  

nation independent; we want to break loose from the fetters of America,  

Britain and the Soviet Union, and naturally this will mean that self-sacrifices  

have to be made. It will mean that our youth are to lose their lives, that we  

will be imprisoned for something like ten years. These things will have to  

happen. All kinds of sacrifices will have to be made. But we are in no way  

upset by the fact that we are to go to prison, or that our youngsters are to  

sacrifice their lives, since these things are to happen for the sake of truth, for  

the sake of God. When something is to be done for the sake of God and for  
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the sake of fighting oppression, then what is there for us to worry about? The  

fact that we are working for the sake of God and that our youngsters are  

making self-sacrifices for His sake is no cause at all for worry or grief. Be  

sure not to allow this fear to enter your hearts in any way. Be sure not to pay  

attention to those evil whisperings which ask: What on earth can we possibly  

do about the situation? What will the eventual outcome be? And so on. Or to  

those words uttered by certain of the devilôs accomplices to us clergymen  

and to you the people. Be sure to stand firm and not to allow any kind of fear  

to enter your hearts for, God willing, you shall be the victors. Whether we are  

killed or whether we kill others, Truth is on our side. Even if we are killed,  

we will have been killed in the fight for Truth, and this constitutes victory.   

And again, if we kill others, this too will have been in the fight for Truth, and  

therefore also constitutes victory.  

 

The people are heedless of the martial law 

We in no way fear these things. They can attack to their heartsô content,  

but they will eventually bite the dust and be destroyed. And let these  

powerful nations declare their support for him (the Shah) as much as they  

like; let anyone who so desires go ahead and do this, for an entire nation is  

now standing up in confrontation, and is saying noô. No cannons or tanks  

can be effective before the noô of a nation; as we have seen since martial law  

has been implemented. Martial law is in force right now in Qum, but  

yesterday saw the holding of many demonstrations there yet again, and it is  

said that further demonstrations have been held there today also. People no  

longer pay any attention to this martial law of theirs. Truth can no longer be  

put to silence at bayonet point. This is just not possible any more. 

God willing, He will protect you all and enable us all to serve this nation  

and to serve Islam. God willing, may He grant us success in carrying out our  

bounden duty (the audience recites a salawah).    
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Message 
  
Date: October 26, 1978 [Aban 4, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 23, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: da Pahlavi 

Occasion: Aban 4, the Shahôs birthday 

Addressees: The Iranian nation 

 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

  

The current situation in Iran is the cause of great anxiety for me. I am  

concerned that the extreme pressure on the Shah and his relatives may  

intensify their insane attacks on people and further their bloodshed. The  

massacre in Kerman, the burning of mosques and the Holy shrines of the  

Muslims and assaulting the defenseless men and women inside, the merciless  

massacres in Hamedan and other cities on the east, west, north and south, of  

Iran, in so many places that naming all of them is impossible. They are  

samples of their insanity. These types of crimes are what I had expected from  

anyone who has lost hope of keeping his brutal regime and is taking in his  

last breaths. 

The noble and oppressed people of Iran, and the wings interested in  

Islam and the country, must take away the enemyôs mind power and put an  

end to their dictatorship as soon as possible; because this is a satanic plan  

prepared by foreign diplomacies, to wear out the zealous nation of Iran by  

continuous murdering and the burning down the shops of the combatant  

believers, in order to stop their Islamic movement and leave the battlefield  

wide open for their acts of plundering and treason. They are unaware of the  

fact that the brave, alert and aware nation will not stop until they overthrow  

this corrupt regime and cut the hands of the foreign looters from national  

resources. 

As I have been informed, the Shah has committed another crime; and  

that is the withdrawal of the royal jewelries, which belong to this poor nation,  

from the country; and also, he and his relatives are selling the properties and  

assets that have been built with the peopleôs money. We must continue our  

positive and negative struggles, and remove this bully from the country as  

quickly as possible. Suggesting the motto of abiding by the constitutional  

law, which has recently been brought up in the two houses of parliament by  

the Shahôs authorities, is a betrayal to Islam and the country. The intention of  
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saving the regime and ousting the Shah is the same as killing a viper and  

raising its offspring. 

Our dear people have registered their honorable name in history and in  

the first row of the Islamic crusaders, by their brave rising and giving their  

own and their dear childrenôs blood. Today, retreating means shame, disgrace  

and suicide. The Shahôs opponents, in any group or party, must remember  

that if they give a chance to this injured snake, they will be stricken back so  

hard that they will writhe under the domination of foreigners and their  

servants forever. We are responsible for the future generations before the  

Exalted and Supreme God. 

My dears! Do not be afraid of sacrificing lives and wealth for the sake of  

God, Islam and the Muslim nation, for this was the way of the glorious  

Prophet (s) and the succeeding leaders and Imams (a), and we are no better  

than the martyrs of Karbala who were killed in opposition with the ruthless  

sultan who had resorted to Islam and introduced himself as the Caliph of  

Islam. You, who have stood up for Islam and are sacrificing lives and wealth,  

are of the rank of Karbala martyrs; because you are following their school.  

Now, I must remind you of a few points:  

1. Our people, the clergy, universities, traders, farmers, laborers or  

workers must not take even one step back from their strong position they  

have thus far held, regarding the removal of the degraded Pahlavi regime,  

that will acquire them independence and freedom under the auspices of  an  

Islamic just state, because regression will increase the Shahôs cruel killings,  

and showing weakness on this matter will be ignoring the shed blood of our  

innocent youth, and the responsibility of this act will fall upon every one of  

us. 

2. Do not be afraid of the nonsense jabberings of America, Britain and  

Russia regarding their supporting of the Shah for protecting their own  

interests. History testifies that no power can put out the fire set in the hearts  

of an oppressed nation who has stood up for its freedom and independence.  

Our people will not tolerate the Shah and his gangôs crimes and the Shahôs  

supporters will suffer great losses. We are demanding our rights and we do  

have the right to do so, and God, who is above the Eastern and Western  

superpowers, is with us. Godôs Hand [i.e. help] is above all hands.
1
 

                                                 
1 Surah al- 48:10: ñ[O Prophet!] Those believers who took the oath of allegiance to you  

[in Hudaybiyah] did in fact take the oath with God. For your hand is Godôs Hand and above  

theirs; so whoever breaks the oath afterwards, has indeed proceeded towards his own loss and  

perdition, and those who remain loyal to their oath with God, will soon be rewarded by God  

with great rewards.ò  
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3. Give my regards to the esteemed chiefs of the armed forces, and tell  

the land, sea and air forces, that Iran is your country and the people of Iran  

are your people; join the people. I am sure that many of you are faithful to  

the people and country of Islam and are disgusted with these killings and  

lootings of the traitor Shah, his relatives and the international criminals. I  

occasionally receive your concerns. Your people are going through some  

crucial moments and you, more than anyone else, are responsible before the  

Almighty God, the brave people and the future generations; make a brave  

effort and break the chain of slavery. Do not give a chance to this traitor to  

Islam, and guarantee pride for yourselves and your nation. God, the Exalted,  

helps those who serve Islam and their country. 

4. Now that our trustworthy writers, who have been living in isolation for  

many years, and the regime of strangulation and terror had taken away their  

chance to speak their minds, have earned their limited freedom at the price of  

Islamôs brave childrenôs holy blood, do not neglect the divine ideal, and  

begin the important and essential task of unveiling and showing the focal  

point of the recent crimes, which is the Shah, and sincerely uncover the  

unseen crimes that people are not aware of, and by doing this valuable  

service, pay your dues to Islam. Today, that all social orders have stood up  

for their independence and freedom, the responsibility of the respected and  

reliable writers has entered a very crucial stage. People are at the junction of  

life or death, permanent independence or eternal slavery; diverting from  

people, even for one step will result into destruction and extinction of the  

courageous nation, and that will be a treachery to Islam and the Muslims.  

Honorable writers should deservingly reflect peopleôs wishes and help the  

great Islamic movement. 

5. Occasionally, some slogans are used in the universities that are being  

taken advantage of by the regime. Our youth should know that China and  

Russia feed on our blood just as America and Britain do. My request from  

you is to avoid using the Shahôs slogans, and to stand on your own feet  

without having any inclination toward the West or the East. Do not be  

deceived by international looters. Those pulling you into the direction of  

these types of slogans are of the regime affiliates; keep away from them and  

join your other friends, and by using the slogans of monotheism and Islam,  

cut the hands of Pahlavi dynasty and the gang of oil guzzlers from the  

country, and return to the arms of Islam. Contrary to other ideologies that  

have made false claims that their leaders have never acted upon, and have  

made us poor and dependent by taking away Iranôs resources. Islam answers  
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the call of all deprived people. We welcome you with open arms and we are  

at your service. Islam has come for the salvation of the poor. 

6. The release of some of the political prisoners after several years of  

torture, agony and deprivation of their primary rights, is just as being freed  

from one prison into a bigger one. Are the people of Iran ever going to  

forgive the Shahôs medieval crimes and his torturing of their children in the  

dungeons of the prisons? Isnôt this a prosecutable crime, to take, for years,  

every right from the people who are ready to make any sacrifices to save  

their country from the evil acts of the Shah and foreigners? Isnôt the Shah  

himself the main criminal for all the crimes committed on people, especially  

on political prisoners? Should not this major criminal be tried and punished  

for chaining down a group of oppressed people? However, he cannot be truly  

punished for his crimes until the Day of Judgment. Our political prisoners are  

aware that they have earned their freedoms through heroic sacrifices of the  

Muslim nation of Iran, and the way to thank these sacrifices is to continue  

their endless fights till the fall of the regime and the freedom of their other  

brothers and sisters.  

Now, as I am writing this letter, I am concerned about all sisters, brothers  

and mothers in Iran. Fourth of Aban is the national mourning day, and the  

origin of all the miseries of oppressed Iran. 

My dears! Be patient for God is with the patient. Do not fall prey to  

demonic temptations, although your frequent uprisings have proven  

otherwise. Those who drive you to despair are the Shahôs and foreignersô  

agents who are intending to protect the Shahôs and the lootersô interests by  

satanic temptations; usher those people toward the divine direct path, and if  

they do not surrender, abandon and disappoint them. 

Your uprising is for Godôs sake, and for the salvation of the Islamic  

nation, and consenting to forbearance and suffering in that path is of the  

greatest worships, and by Godôs grace, you shall receive the same rewards as  

the fighters of the early Islamic era. May the longevity of the divine path  

toughen you, just as the twenty some years of sufferings made the honorable  

Prophet (s) tougher and tougher. May God, the Exalted, grant victory to  

Islam and free Muslims. May Godôs peace, mercy and blessings be upon you. 

 

     Ruhullah al-Musawi al-Khomeini 
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Interview 
  
Date: October 26, 1978 [Aban 4, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 23, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Château, Paris, France 

Subject: The political and social gist of the Islamic regime (government) 

Interviewer:  (British) Reuter Press  

  

 

Question: [What is the political and social nature of your regime? Some say  

Islam is conservative.] 

Answer: Islam is the religion of progression. The Quran is the way to  

human progression and flourishing. Let us see what the disputes are over the  

Shahôs regime. He has an affiliated regime dependent on America that  

promotes American plans in Iran, and these plans have dragged Iran toward  

desolation. He has furnished Russians with a part of the countryôs wealth  

resources, in order to keep things in balance. Islam wants Iran to be  

independent. Which of these two is considered conservative? The Shahôs  

regime has demolished all freedoms in Iran. We should not have wanted  

freedom of votes and equality in economic and political opportunities, if we  

were conservatives. But, Islam is in such a high level of perfection that it has  

from the beginning based its progress on free discussions, and the fight  

against censorship. The Shahôs regime, according to the confessions of its  

puppets in the parliament, media and government, has been drowned in  

corruption, and the engineers of this regime have stolen and squandered  

billions of this countryôs wealth; is it being conservative to oppose this  

corruption? The Shahôs regime has completely shattered the national  

economy. Frequent warnings were given to this effect, years ago. But the  

Shah has been busy spending millions of dollars on advertising for the  

ñeconomic miracleò and ñthe unique growth of Iranò; is opposing the  

devastation of the countryôs economy, being conservative? This regime has  

committed hundreds of treasons to the country that will make such a long  

list; is opposing these treacheries being conservative? In fact, it is not the  

confrontation between the conservatives and the progressives that Iran is  

dealing with, but it is rather the confrontation between the whole nationð 

who not only wants its legitimate right for real progress, but also demands its  

right to liveðand a regime who is an unquestionable American element  

endangering Iranôs entity. The world media should give this warning to the  

people around the globe. To handle their own crises, the giants of the world,  

roll the countries under their domination down the slope of destruction, and  
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in order to mislead the public opinion of their people, they hide the truth  

from their people, and exhibit the fight for rights and real progress as the  

fight between the conservatives and progressives of the most degraded  

regimes. 

 

Q: [How are the relations of this movement with the opposition parties and  

groups?] 

A:  All groups are free in expressing their opinions; however, we will not  

allow treason. 

 

Q: [If the Shah resigns, what would the new regime be like? Will the  

religious authorities rule themselves?] 

A: The religious authority will not rule by themselves; they will rather  

supervise and direct those executive affairs. This government will rely on the  

peopleôs votes and will be under public control, evaluation and criticism at  

all times. 

 

Q: [What is your analysis of the Iranian army? What role will they play?] 

A:  The Iranian army is under American domination. We will banish them  

and will return them to their real duty and role which is defending the  

country. 

 

Q: [How should the relations between Iran and the West be adjusted? Are  

you anti-West?] 

A: No, We are not anti-West. We are seeking independence and we will lay  

the foundation of our relation with the West upon that. We want people of  

Iran not be westernized and proceed toward progression and civilization on  

national and religious bases. 

 

Q: [What do you think of the Soviets?] 

A: The Soviets support the Shah. Even their representatives at the United  

Nations supported the Shah. The Soviets too, just as the Americans and the  

British, have committed and will commit any crime to swallow Iranôs wealth. 

 

Q: [Shiism has a liberal and revolutionary tradition, talk about the tradition  

of objection in Shiism, if you may?] 

A:  Shiism has fought for a just government from the beginning. 
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Speech 
 
Date: October 26, 1978 [Aban 4, 1357 AHS / Dhul-Qadah 23, 1398 AH] 

Place: Neauphle-le-Chateau, Paris, France 

Subject: The Shah himself as the prime culprit behind all of the crimes in Iran  

Occasion: Aban 4, the Shahôs birthday 

Addressees:  A group of Iranian students and residents abroad 

 

 

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful] 

 

Black clothing on the Shahôs birthday 

Today, on October 26 [Aban 4], even Iranôs own radio service has  

spoken of demonstrations and disturbances taking place in many of the cities  

in Iran; and according to reports, people in Qum, northern Tehran and certain  

other places have dressed in black clothing; black banners also being in  

evidence in some places. 

 

The Prophetôs (s) birth a source of blessings 

There are different kinds of birthdays: one kind of birthday is something  

from which goodness springs; it is a source of blessings; it is something  

which leads to the oppressor being crushed and to the idol- and fire-temples  

being destroyed. This is the kind of birthday which pertains to the Holy  

Prophet (s). It has been said that the fire in the temple
1
 at Pars was  

extinguished and that the columns of Taq-e Kasra (Khosroeôs Palace)
2
  

tumbled to the ground. History has spoken of this demolition and extirpation,  

but the point to bear in mind is that at that time two powerful forces were in  

existence:  one of them comprising the oppressive rulers of the day, and the  

other, the fire-worshipping clerical authorities, and with the birth of the Holy  

Prophet, because he had been brought into this world, these two forces were  

eventually destroyed. One of them being the awe-inspiring columns of Taq-e  

                                                 
1 A fire temple is a special structure in whose center there is a container for fire. Zoroastrians  

used to consider fire as sacred since it is a cleansing agent. When the ever burning fire of Pars  

fire temple suddenly went out, it is thus regarded as the collapse of that official religion in  

those days which coincided with the birth of the Holy Prophet of Islam (s) and the beginning  

of the new faith of Islam. 
2 Taq-e Kasra: the most famous construction that the Sassanid kings built and it is rumored  

that this palace was built by Khosroe I and still others believe that it was one among other  

palaces built by Shahpur, the first Sassanid king. 
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Kasra which served as a visible sign of these powerful forces came tumbling  

down. 

Anushirvan the Justô
1
 of whom some speak, is nothing but a myth! He  

was in fact a cruel tyrant of a man, but maybe he was called ñjustò in  

comparison to other kings, for otherwise how could he possibly be called  

ñAnushirvan the Justò?! It was with the birth of the Holy Prophet into this  

world that these columns of oppression collapsed. That is, the roots of  

oppression were eradicated and the flames of dualism, polytheism and fire- 

worship were extinguished because the Prophet came into the world; the  

foundations of both of the powerful forces which prevailed at that time were  

destroyed because of him. The following two basic principles then became  

widespread via the Holy Prophet, monotheism grew world-wide, and, God  

willing, still continues to grow; and the essential purpose of prophethood was  

actually realized, for the real purpose of prophethood is a prophetôs mission  

to wipe out the roots of power held by those in authority who treat the people  

unfairly. Thus, the Prophet had come to wipe out these roots of oppression,  

to destroy these columns of oppression which were so impressive, these  

palace columns which were erected through the hard toil of these poor  

people, through the torment suffered by these poor people, through the  

exploitation of these poor powerless people. And at the same time, since that  

which really matters is the spread of monotheism, the Prophet destroyed  

those places from where fire and beings other than God were worshipped,  

and he extinguished the fires therein. 

 

Birth of the Shah, the commencement of darkness and corruption 

However, quite the opposite results from the births of certain other  

people, and October 26 is a case in point. Of course, I must beg the Holy  

Prophetôs forgiveness for mentioning his birthday in conjunction with that of  

this despicable wretch (the Shah), but it is a case of wanting to compare light  

to darkness, of comparing a true human being to one who is inhuman. And it  

is this inauspicious birthday [of the Shah] which has led to the present state  

of affairs of which you are all aware. These two affairs concerning the signs  

of polytheism and oppression constituted the reason for the Holy Prophetôs  

coming and indeed both of these signs were eventually wiped out by him, but  

                                                 
1 Khosroe I, known as Anushirvan the Justô, a king of the Sassanid dynasty (acceded to the  

throne in 531 CE), had all of his brothers and their male offspring killed at the onset of his  

reign.  Within one day this man massacred the Mazdakites who are said to have numbered  

80,000, while other of his cruel deeds included the murder of Buzurgmehr, his learned  

minister, whose execution he ordered. 
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the situation with regard to them both was reversed with the birth of this  

person! That is to say, the birth of this person has led to a situation where  

both fire worshippers and the worship of fire have gained strength and have  

been promoted, and where the roots of oppression have become increasingly  

firm. And this is especially the case in our own country of Iran. One side of  

the story in Iran concerns the fire worshippers who live in and around Yazd,
1
  

and who have been given so much encouragement and support, that  

according to the newspapers, these American fire worshippers even wrote to  

the Shah thanking him and stating that no one else had hitherto supported and  

honored their faith to the extent that he had. It was Godôs will that our people  

soon awoke. Even though they awoke after the fact, they nevertheless awoke  

in time and were thus able to prevent this person from following his plans  

through. The American fire worshippers and the wealthy among them had  

intended to impose their will upon him (the Shah), or perhaps it was also a  

case of him being found willing, but whatever, there was more to this affair  

than that which I have mentioned. There was much more involved than the  

issues I have pointed to and indeed these issues were of a more delicate  

nature.  

 

The Shahôs treason of promoting Zoroastrianism and changing the Hijr i calendar 

It all began when he helped to promote some of the fire temples and  

changed the calendar whereby time was reckoned according to Zoroastrian  

history rather than that of Islam. God knows that this act of betrayal by him  

toward Islam and this affront to the Holy Prophet (s) constitute a crime of  

much more serious proportions than that of these killings which he has  

brought about. If we were to balance all these killings against this one deed  

which involved changing the official calendar of Islam, changing the symbol  

                                                 
1 The province of Yazd, situated in the south of Iran, is the Zoroastriansô capital  

(Zoroastrianism having been the religion of Iranians in the ancient past) and its fire temple,  

having retained its fame, is still highly regarded by Iranian Zoroastrians. By holding the two- 

and-a-half millennia celebrations, building up Iranôs past via publicity campaigns, and  

promoting ancient beliefsðin particular the Zoroastrian faith and invented religions such as  

Bahaismðthe Iranian regime intended to obliterate the religion of Islam, or at least to  

weaken it and place it on a par with other religious faiths. This policy was continuously  

promoted by broadcasting and publishing special programs and material, and to this end,  

several meetings and seminars were held each year. That which was in fact promoted by the  

Shah however, involved much more than the Zoroastrian faith alone.  Today, the Zoroastrians  

in Iran are officially regarded as a religious minority in the Islamic Republic. They are free to  

conduct Zoroastrian religious ceremonies and have their own representative in the Parliament. 
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of monotheism, the symbol of humanity, into these things which relate to fire  

worshippers, into a fire worshippersô calendar, a calendar for the  

Zoroastrians, then we would see that this crime outweighs all of the other  

crimes that he has committed against us. This person wanted to ruin Islamôs  

reputation and worth; he wanted to destroy the symbol of Islam. He has sent  

our oil to them, taking it and giving it away to them. These are things which  

matter in material terms only but which nevertheless clearly constitute a  

crime. Giving a countryôs reserves away to foreigners constitutes a crime  

against a nation, but changing the calendar constitutes an affront to the  

reputation of Islam. And this is exactly what this person has done. Indeed, if  

it were not for that punch which the nation gave him in the mouth, thus  

compelling him to bring back the Islamic calendar and dispose with the  

Zoroastrian calendar, then this affair would have developed even further.   

Basically, they had intended to return things to the way they were before the  

Holy Prophet of Islam, to the time of those tyrannical kings; those vicious  

murderers; and they had intentions of behaving as the latter had done and of  

bringing about the same state of affairs that had existed at the time of these  

kings. 

ñPan-Iranianismò
1
 is the belief that Iran must preserve its Iranian  

identity! But do the ancient kings mean everything to you? Are the ancient  

kings all that you can claim to have had in the past? Just look at what these  

kings did to the people. And the same goes for that group which comprised  

the Magi
2
 and others like them, just look at how they treated the people of  

Iran. 

The Prophet (s) and Imam Aliôs (a) conduct in governance 

As for the other side of the story, this concerns how the Holy Prophet  

behaved toward his own people when he came and called on them to believe  

in monotheism, and even how he behaved toward those infidels who paid  

tribute to the Islamic state, those people who were against religion. Hadrat  

Amir (Imam Ali), may Godôs peace be upon him, once said that he had  

heard of an army of soldiersðapparently they had been Muawiyahôs  

soldiersðarriving at a certain place and of them stealing, among other  

things, an anklet from the foot of a non-Muslim [dhimmi],
3
 from the foot of a  

                                                 
1 The idea of reviving the Great Iran. 
2 The Zoroastrian clergy, which constituted a powerful and influential class during the  

Sassanid Empire. 
3 Dhimmi: non-Muslim citizen of the Muslim state, whose rights and obligations are  

contractually determined. 
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woman who was either Jewish or Christian. Accounts describe how Hadrat  

Amir then said: ñEven if one died of grief because of this incident, this would  

not be an overreaction.ò This is the kind of person he was. This is the kind of  

ruler we seek. We seek the kind of regime whose ruler, whose kingðindeed,  

it is impertinent of me to call Hadrat Amir ñkingòðwhose ruler, whose  

leader, is like he who governed over a range of countries including the Hijaz,  

Iran, Egypt and so on; like he who showed concern for all of his subjects,  

including the person who was not of his own faith. On the very day that they  

swore allegiance to Hadrat Amir, accepting him as their sultan as it were, as  

their Imam and Caliph, once homage had been paid to him, he took up his  

pick and went to work, for he was someone who used to get things done  

himself, through his own toil. But why should he have done thisðwhy did he  

dig the soil? Once he had in fact dug a well; someone came to him to  

congratulate him after which he replied: ñIt is the succeeding generations that  

you should congratulate.ò He then asked that a pen be brought to him and he  

endowed the place in question to the indigent.
1
 Yes, we seek a ruler like  

Hadrat Amir, who would sit and reckon the accounts of the public treasury in  

the light emitted from one lamp, from one paraffin lamp or oil lamp or  

whatever kind of lamp they used at that time. In fact, on one occasion Hadrat  

Amir was busy making such calculations when somebody called on him to  

discuss something which bore no relation to the work in which the Hadrat  

was engaged at that moment. Imam Ali therefore turned out the light saying:   

ñUntil this moment I was reckoning the accounts of the public treasury. This  

light is public property and I was using it to enable me to do work which  

relates to the peopleôs property, but now that you wish to speak to me about  

something else, something which bears no relation to the public treasury,  

why should we continue to use the peopleôs lamp? Of course no one can  

behave as Hadrat Amir did, no one in the world is capable of this, but the  

least we ask is that our ruler be someone who is not a thief! Now we have  

reached the stage where we will be content to have a ruler who at least does  

not steal to such an extent, a ruler who will not plunder the wealth of these  

people so, or oppress them in this way. 

 

Vain actions 

As I previously explained, the birth of the Most Noble Messenger (s), led  

to the fires in the fire-temples being or rather it can be said that he  

extinguished the fire-temples of oppression, but on the contrary, his (the  

                                                 
1 Refer to ar al-Anwar vol. 41, p. 39. 
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Shahôs) intention to relight the fires in such temples. According to what they  

say, he has actually given his approval and support to some of the fire  

temples which are located around Yazd. Furthermore, he changed the  

calendar and he had intended to continue with this line of action, putting such  

plans into effect one by one that is, of course, until the nation came to the  

rescue and caused the columns of Khosroeôs Palace to tumble to the ground,  

meaning that oppression needs to be destroyed in the same way. Do you now  

see what he did to this nation? Do you see how he has oppressed and  

continues to oppress this nation? Yet even at this late hour, now that his  

number is up and his efforts are in vain, he has come up with certain ideas!   

From what they say, the regime has sent a certain group of people to  

Kerman, people who are supposedly kolis, people whom they call vagrantsð 

now whether the regime paid these people to go there or not I do not knowð 

but it is similar to what happened in the year when Faydiyyah Madrasah was  

stormed. On that occasion I was present; I was in Qum when those SAVAK  

agents and those commandos posing as ñpeasantsò charged into Faydiyyah  

Madrasah, setting fire to the Quran, setting fire to turbans, flinging people to  

their deaths from the roof. And all this was supposedly done because the  

peasants no longer favored the akhund! It was claimed that these peasants no  

longer desired to follow the Quran, that they did not want the akhund! But is  

this really the case? Whenever the peasant is questioned as to what he  

desires, he replies that he desires both the Quran and Islam.  

 

A memory of the thwarting of one of the plots in 1342 AHS [circa 1963] 

Those commandos and the others who you (the Shah) trained in order to  

crush Islam, are they really our peasants? Yes indeed, I was present to  

witness events and to see what they (the regime) did on that occasion. They  

even came to my home at that time, but the harsh reaction I showed toward  

them prevented them from fulfilling their intentions. The whole incident at  

Faydiyyah began during a gathering there. Certain speakers wished to speak  

at this gathering, and I had either already spoken or was due to speak when  

someone told me, and indeed I myself witnessed, that an uncalled for salawat  

had been chanted. I then instructed a friend to announce that should anyone  

attempt to cause trouble at the gathering, then I would ascend the pulpit in  

the courtyard of the holy shrine of Hadrat Masumah (r) and would speak out  

to the people there. Those agents present were not the sort of people to  

persist with such behavior knowing that it would bring about such  

consequences; and since they were at a loss as to what they should do, they  

left the gathering. It was on that same day that they poured into Faydiyyah  




