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Interview

Date: October 14, 1978 [Mehr 22, 1357 AHS /iiQadah 11, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject:tDescri bing I rands future
Interviewer: A reporter of the French newspapkee, Figaro

[ Reporteré6s I ntroduction:

Ayatullah Khomein: fi Ba hests a@annot be held before  gun barrels
forever. o

There is a different world half an hour away from the city of Pamsyatullah
Khomeiri, whose name is a symbol of opposition against theahShresides in

a small district of a Parisian suburb. Gendarener patrols, radar equipped
vehicles and secret police are all the signs of proximity to his residence. As
we turn in to the corner of the house, a crowd appears, a crowd of people
showing respect, made wup of some religious and -Wwarlling people and
Iranian students who have come from Germany, Tunisia &mntain. We take

our shoes off before entering, as if we were entering a mosque. In a small
room, Ayatullah Khomein is sitting on a mattress. There are some pieces of
paper and books scattered wrd him. Ayatullah Khomein, dressed in gray
and wearing a black turban, speaks to us in a low tone, with dignity.]

Question: [Regarding the resistance among the challengers of this regime,
peopl e have t his guestion in mti nhet, interid$ s t hi
to return to the Islamic traditions?o0]

Answer: Those wh o oppose Il rands regi me and

victimized by the propaganda that alienates them from their own nature.

When we speak of Islam, it does not mean turning our batks growth and

progress; it is just the opposite. We believe that Islam is essentially a
progressive religion, and as a matter of fact, we are inimical to the regimes

that exercise dictatorship and injustice under the guise mbdernity These

regimes, like the Skh 6 s , devi at e t he progress alread)
course and make them unattractive to those men and women who must
benefit from them, and make them appear meaningless, but before anything,

we think that pressure and strangulation aretime means of progression.
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Q: [Is this movement connected to the movements of the leftists and the left
extremists?]

A: We have always avoided unanimity with these parties; however, today, all
Iranian  oppositions have become one and demonstratedethéwg under the
banner of religion, and i n t he name of | s |
reason for that. The leftist or communist groups have almost disintegrated.

They cannot have a share of this ongoing popular movement; so, naturally,

the regine is trying to attribute Marxist remarks to those fighting against the

Shah 6 s dictatorship, i n order to mi sl ead
across the border.

Q: [But regardless of their intentions, the Marxists have been using religion
in their dgruggle against the $h. Will the religionists gradually be pushed
aside by the left extremist parties, and will these parties soon start organizing
the strikes and protests and directing them whichever way they want?]

A: Take a look at the recent majomprotests. The religionists mobilized one
million people, and always, and in every case, used religious slogans. That
very same religion has always put them together and organized them; not
even once has a leftist or extremist slogan been heard or seen.

Q: [The resistance against the d&Bh started with relatively peaceful strikes
and demonstrations in its early stages..and there were no entrenchments built
or arms held against the army or the police. Do you think that this is the only
option for the time being, or could there be other ways such as turning to
armed struggle?]

A: Even after Friday that left so many people murdered in Tehran, we still
kept the same trend of struggle. As the whole world knows, our message did
not change by that clas and this movement is going to keep its usual course.

Nevertheless, | have been asked whether it is yet the time to change course
and start an ar med confrontation, i n r
employment of the army. | have said no. However, yodh am asking myself

this questiod could the bare chest be held before gun barrels forever? So
far, in compliance with my guidelines regarding maintaining our peaceful
struggle, we have not changed our routines, but | may be forced to do so.

Q: [In fact, which is the direction of your actions, and what kind of regime
do you have in mind to replace theaBhd s ? ]

Y It refers to the Shahmr 17 massacre of 57 people in a#h (now Martyrs) Square in
Tehran.
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A: Keeping the Séh 6 s regi me i s i ndi sputably unacce
been against it AOverthrowo i s ttanee. unc hae
Besides, it is not the legal form of the regime that counts, but rather its
content. An Islamic republic can naturally come into consideration, because

we  believe that noble understanding of Islam  will lead usoward
advancement of a society whi is very talented, has a lot of manpower and

social justice. Before anything, we have set our hopes on the social contents

of the future political regime.

Q: [But is the regime (government) you wanted a democratic one? For
example, are you in favor fo freedom of the press, mupiarty system and
freedom of parties and syndicates?]

A: We want a regime that observes all freedoms. As in every pbaptd
government , Il rands future regi meods bounds
the whole community, ah be particular about the dignity of the Iranian
society, because offering an unrestricted society would rob men and women
of their dignity.

Q: [Is there a place for the religious minorities, which are of a great number,

in the Islamic Republic of Ir&?]

A: The Slkah 06 s regi me di d not treat t he religic
the Muslims. After eliminating the dictatorship, and establishing an
independent regime, we will naturally pay the highest respect to different
religious beliefs. The standds of living for the Muslim majority and

religious minorities will become very good.

Q: [Obviously, the present regime will keep defending itself. What is this
regime going to rely on? Who will support it and how will it get the power to
hammer downhe opponents?]

A: There is no force inside the country supporting the ahShs dictators
All we have to do is to take a look at what is going on inside the country.

This is a simple matter. As regards other countries, the United States in
particular, they support the Sh 6 s regi me. | f t hey stop
Stehdés regime will i mmediately coll apse.

Q: [Despite all these, the &m can count on the army and a violent regime,
and that is quite a possibility.]

A: The vital issue about the army istsi structure, which is identified by its
leader and the chain of command, and up untii now, the army has been under
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the care of a leader who s practically American. This army has been directed
and trained, even at higher levels, by American advisorad atechnicians;
however, some clear signs of awakening can be seen among the officers and
soldiers in their confrontation with the people. Keep in mind that after all,
they are Iranians, and in clashes, there are other Iranians standing against
them. h some cases, it has been shown that, rather than throwing stones at
the soldiers, the demonstrators have offered them flowers, and many soldiers
have been seen crying after receiving the flowers, and in some instances the
soldiers committed suicide aft shooting at the demonstrators. This tragic
situation wi || continue as l ong as t he
supetrvision.
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Speech

Date: October 14, 1978 [Mehr 22, 1357 AHS /Qadah 11, 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The comprehensive and edifying dimensions of the Islamic  school of
thought

AddresseesA group of Iranian students and residents in Paris

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

Shah is thinking of revenge

They have just informed me that the a8h has decided to carry out a
wholesale massacre during the strike action to be taken torndbmotion
which the Muslim people propose to take because of the Ilives that they have
already lost. | have said time ancgain that this person has become mentally
unstable. He is now living in a state of insanity; and having reached the last
days of his life he wants to take revenge on the people of Iran. He has already
committed whatever crimes he possibly could, bubwn that the people have
risen up to demand that he go and he has sensed that indeed he does actually
have to go, like a madman he wants to first massacre the people and then go.
He had once sai d: Al f I am to g oeap of shall
soi l and t hen go; yes, | shall ma k e | r an i
he evidently means to abide by these words. found out about it today; that
is, they said someone had phoned from Iran to say that he (thah) Sis
getting ready tslay the people en masse.

Shah will eventually leave

We are at a loss as to what we should do with this regime. The oppressed
nation of Iran does not know what it should do with this person who has now
become insane and is suffering from a mental deordWhat course of action

! Hujjat al-Islam Sayyid Ahmad Khomeini writes in his memoirs:

AAfteamdsl mrel ease from prison in 19614 (1343 AHS) , h e
situated in Dawdiyyah in Tehran. When the regime continued with its threats however,

Imam warned that on the following day he would attend the mosque, would perform a
congregational prayer there (when he would naturally inform the people of what was going on

in the country), and would then travel to Qum to continue his activities there. By contrast,

when the Shah felt under threat, he issued a warning to the effect that should he, the, %k

forced to leave Iran, then he would have no reservations about killing twenty million people if
necessary in his defense of the royal crown and throne! o

5
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are we to take? | am concerned about tomorrow; | am worried that what we
have been told may be true and that these people may be gunned down and
come under the attack of tanks and canfm@ | am worried that lives may

be bst and that having reached the final stage before his (theh &k )
departure, he firstly plans to do something to ensure that no one wil be left
behind and only then does he intend to go. This is the kind of creature with
which we now have to deal and o we mu st truly pray f
We must ask the Lord to grant a favorable end to this affair (i.e. the proposed
protest demonstrations), for should such a massacre actually take place it
would have truly disastrous results for Iran. Altgbu it is true that his
leaving would compensate for any kind of disaster, nevertheless, why should
we have given him the opportunity to enact these deeds before he Ileaves?
Needless to say, it is the machine guns and weapons of America that are
behind him in all this, otherwise the people of Iran would never allow him to
go ahead with such a deed. The fact is that these American guns and weapons
are indeed here. However, he (the aBh has reached the end of his life and
there remains no doubt abous imminent departure.

There is something that | wish now to say to you gentlemen, and which I
shall again make mention of, f and when we hold another gathering

or

tomorr ow; but before this | et me say t hat

students and for all those Iranians who are living outside Iran. It is for
everyone and you must regard it as you would your own home, as
somewhere that belongs to you all. The doors of this gathering are open to

whoever may wish to come. Therefore, if no hitchesx cou r and tomorr

gathering does actually go ahead as planned, then all of the gentlemen are
welcome to attend. No one is interfering. Some have mistakenly suspected

that someone, somewhere, is influencing affairs and that they hold sway over
who atends our gatherings. This is not the case however. We are all united;
we are all brothers together; and no one is to interfere in our affairs at all.
These gatherings are for all of the gentlemen and everyone is equally

welcome to attend. All  parfjgants at our gatherings should be regarded in

t he s ame l'ight, everybody. We ar e al | e
all. | pray for you all. No particular group can meddle with our affairs. It is
not to be imagined that a certain group hassay in these affairs or that | am
aligned with any particular group. No, I am with you all, and | pray for you
all.

aclt
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The disaster of not understanding Islam in light of all of its dimensions
As for the matter about which | wanted to talk to you h@mve and on

whi ch | shall el aborate further at tomorr

time and the opportunity, it concerns a disaster, which has plagued Islam
from the very beginning. That is, the disaster of Islam having been
misunderstood. Those whohave discussed Islam, be it in the past or the
present, have not fully understood or grasped this religion in all of its
different dimensions. Each of them has only ever looked at one of its many
dimensions and has interpreted all of the issues foundthinw Islam and

within the Holy Quan according to his own limited perception. In the past,
in centuries gone by, there used to be a group of Muslim theologians who
expounded Islam according to their own understanding of it; each according
to his own ével of understanding and ability to reason. This group either
consisted of philosophers who, because of their knowledge of this subject,
understood Islam to be a philosophy, thus mistakenly believing it to be a
philosophical school of thought, or it msisted of mystics and the like who,

untii - only recently, interpreted Islam according to the wunderstanding of a
mystic, thus believing Islam to be a mystical school of thought. Therefore,

from the time of these theologians down to the recent past, mary Il sl ambs

different  dimensions have remained undiscovered. Theologians were familiar
with  some of the wvarious dimensions of Islam, although of course not
completely so, but each religious sect would study Islam according to its own
understanding, its own learning. They would interpret all the verses of the
Quran and all of the teachings of the Prophet and the Immaculatemdm @)*
according to their own perception; according to what they had been able
to grasp from Islam. They would relate every e@agof learning to that page
which they had themselves grasped and understood. Therefore, these
expositions of Islam make no mention of what Islam has to say about this
world and about how it is to be governed; issues which relate to another of
I s1 améng dinmnsions. All of those issues which relate to philosophy and
mysticism are to be found in these expositions, but nothing is said about the
duty of those people who are Iliving now, about the form an Islamic
government should take, or about how pdeopshould relate to the physical
world. They have nothing to say in this regard. These theologians have
confined their discussions to issues concerning the  metaphysical and to
matters relating to mysticism and philosophy and so on. And so this situation

1 The abbreviai o nad ftands for t he A r a balaghissalamn v alaghéntus v e
salam, or alayhassalam [may peace be upon him/them/her], which is used after the names of
the prophets, angels,ams f r om t he Prophea.6s progeny, and saints (

7
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has remained until the present, when it has now become the turn of this latest
group of theologians, a group which has taken an opposite approach to that
taken by its predecessors. That is to say this latest group has totally set aside

those dimensias of Islam which concern its spiritual aspects, its
philosophical aspects, its mystical aspects and has confined itself to objective
and external aspects only. Hence, those in this group have perceived Islam
as a materialist school of thought. Indeedvhereas the former group had
perceived Islam as a spiritual school of thought as if it were totally
unconcerned with temporal issdesven having expounded the @uic

verses concerning actual battles with the polytheists as concerning battles
with the self and so on. This latter group of theologians, by contrast, although
Muslim, although composed of good people, although just as religiously
devout as the former group, has nevertheless understood Islam according to
its material dimension. This is asituation which has come about over recent
years, during a period when Western learning and knowledge has been
promoted and reached us here in the East. Hence, whereas the former group
propounded the subjective and the spiritual and ignored the oBjecand the
temporal, the |latter group propounds temporal concerns and disregards the
spiritual. However, both of these groups are in error. Islam is neither
confined to the spiritualism of which the former group spéajss, it has a
spiritual dimension but it is not confined to thé&nor is it confined to these
temporal concerns of which the latter group speaks. That is to say, it covers
temporal concerns in its teachings but does not exclusively confine itself to
these issues.

Islam the edifying stool of thought

Islam is a school of thought which has come for the edification of
mankind; and we are to examine the different dimensions of this mankind,
whose true nature, some argue, remains unknown, and are also to examine
his needs. We must ask w@&h her Il sl am, whi ch has
edification, only means to develop the animal nature in him, or whether it
means to develop his spiritual nature; or yet again, whether its intention is to
develop human beings as a whole. Human beings are unlikeer ofcreatures.
Other creatures, such as animals for example, which are considered to exist
on a superior plane to that of plants and minerals, merely exist on a physical
plane, while also possessing a  minute sense, a little but perverse
understanding of the metaphysical, other than this they do not have a
metaphysical state of being. Mankind, however, can pass through several
phases of being; he can advance from his initial physical state of being until
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he finally reaches a spiritual state of beingThus, man can transcend the
physical to the metaphysical, and can then transcend the metaphysical to the
divine untii he then reaches the stage where he is actually able to
comprehend this superior state of being.

Man the multifaceted being

Man is a multifaceted being; he is not a creature of but one or two
dimensions. Some other creatures are often -domensional, some bi
dimensional, and yet others possess several dimensions; but none of these
other creatures possesses all of the (different dimes collectively. It is
only man who, among all other creatures, is a muttimensional being; a
being who has needs for each of the dimensions he possesses. In order for
him to develop in every dimension he has certain needs which have to be
satisfed. With the exception of Islam, all of the other schools of thought are
materialist school schools which have perceived man as an animal, as a
creature which simply eats and sleeps, but which does so in a more desirable
manner. This is true for all Bools. Although it is true that animals share the
same need as we humans to eat and sleep, these schools of thought have
perceived man to be an animal Ilike all other animals whose needs and
development revolve around those corporeal criteria, those oreadp matters,
whi ch they have call ed Amatters of real ity
to be composed of this physical world only; whereas there are in fact other
worlds that they have not perceived, worlds which are indeed more
tangibléd that is, worlds that are endowed with a more tangible reality than
the physical world. The physical world has been placed last in the scheme of
creation; it has been given the least recognition. Therefore, this world in
which we now exist, this physical worldjs the Ilowermost world. The lowest

of all the worlds in the universe is the physical world. It is not a case of there
just being man and this physical world, and of there being no other stages of
existence to which man can ascend. There are severayj esta to manki nc

existence. He who has simply concerned himself with the metaphysical
aspect of mankind's existence and who has neglected to consider these other
lower stages of his being has erred; and so too, he who has concentrated
solely on this pisical world, recognizing only the physical stage and
ignoring the metaphysical.

|l sl amébs attention to all of manés di mensi ons
Islam has a set of scheme; it has a program which can be followed by
this comprehensive, multifaceted human béaitkgis being wio is capable of
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going beyond the physical stage of existence to reach the metaphysical, and
then of transcending the metaphysical to reach the divine. Islam wants man
to develop into a complete being, meaning it wants to allow him to grow in
accordane with his true nature. If man wants to make the most of this
physical world, then Islam teaches him how to do so; if he wants to make the
most of his stay in purgatofy,then Islam teaches him how to do so; if he
wants to make the most of a spiritualxistence, then Islam teaches him how
to do so; if he wants to make the most of the powers of reason, then Islam
teaches him how to do so; if he wants to make the most of religious Ilearning,
then Islam teaches him how to do so. All religions have come d&velop
those properties with which man is endowed; properties which are imperfect
and which are presently immature. All religions have come to enable this
unripe fruit to ripen; to allow this undeveloped fruit to fully develop. Those
of you who have now come to reside in the Wasthe West which is
obsessed with the material aspects of the world, and where no attention is
paid to the metaphysiéalmust not be deluded by these Western schools of
thought and thus mistakenly believe that man is nothingpre than a creature

who eats, sleeps and so on, and that no other considerations are involved.

This is a mistaken belief which has developed because of those who have
misunderstood Islam by concentrating wholly on these material issues and by
retrachng all of the verses and teachings in Islam to these same dssues
verses and teachings which have come to allow man to grow. Yes, these
people are in error; and so too were those before them who retraced every

Islamic verse and teaching to metaphysicas siu e s . Each of ma n
must be developed in turn. Man must develop on a physical level as much as
he possibly can. He must make the most of this physical world, but within
reasonable limits, limits which must obviously be determined by taking

factors of temperance and virtue into consideration. Then once he has
developed in this physical stage of his existence, he must go on to develop in
t he next, hi gher stage, and t hen again
dimensions must develop wiht exception in order for him to become a
true human being.

To become a true human being is a difficult task, but nevertheless it is a
task which man needs to undertake. The point | wish to make in saying these
things is that you are not to mistakenlpelieve that Islam has come to train

! Purgatory Kkarzakh in Arabic), meaning barrier, is believed to be an intermediate realm, a

period between death and the Day of Judgment where a complete life is lived. See Sayyid
Mujtaba Musaw Lari, Resurrection, Judgment and the Hereafter http://www.at
islam.org/Resurrect/index.htm
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an animal; that it has come to prescribe the sleeping and eating habits of an
animal. This is but one of its intentions. Yes, it gives such prescriptions, but
this is merely one of its dimensions and the least itapor one at that. Islam
also has other dimensions which relate to the training of mankind. It wants to
train man to become a complete, mature being; a being which encompasses
all of the different human dimensions in their entirety. And it has instngtio
which relate  to these  dimensions. Islam  contains  instructions  concerning
Islamic government; it contains instructions on its organization; it contains
instructions on how to kill its enemies during battle; it contains instructions
on how to motivate a society; it contains instructons on how to reach the
metaphysical stage of existence; it contains all of these different kinds of
instructions. Islam is not merely oxénensional whereby one could claim
to have understood it in its entirety were eonto have a knowledge of its
history for example, of its social history, or of its rules concerning the
material aspects of life and so on. No, this is not the case. The issues with
which Islam deals are loftier than those which are ascribed to it &angll a md s
dimensions are manifold. Whoever wishes to become acquainted with Islam
must make an accurate study of the &ur for this is the key source of
reference. He must take note of all the dimensions found therein. He must not
make the mistake of aepting only those verses which relate to the physical
world, and with issues concerning government, rejecting the verses which
relate to resurrection. He who makes this mistake is unaware of the meaning
of resurrection, or of what wil happen when thBay of Resurrection arrives.

He thinks that there is no truth in it; that it is but a fantasy. But he is gravely
mistaken. It is indeed true, and its truth is more real than the reality of this
physical world; but we have not yet reached the |level of derstanding
required for us to grasp this fact.

Not limiting Islam

Be that as it may, | wanted to advise those studying in Europe, may God
grant them all success, against categorizing Islam and thereby believing it to
be a school of thought Ilike thatf ocommunism; believing the issues it covers
to resemble those found in the Marxist doctrine; believing it to be a school of
thought like other schools of thought; for this is not the case at all. Those
who are unacquainted with Islam however, mistakenbelieve it to be some
such school.

11
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Our responsibility in the face of turbulent Iran

The other thing | must mention concerns our being obliged to fulfil
certain duties. Even as we are now peacefully seated here, Iran is in turmoil. |
do not know wht wil actually happen in Iran tomorrow. We must decide
what to do about this situation and | am presently giving it much thought. As
you Yyourselves are well aware, it has now been almost one vyear since turmoil
began in Iran. No matter which part ofhet country one looks at one sees that

t he peopl e t her e ar e up i n ar ms. N o matter

cities one looks at, one can see strike action being taken there. For several
days or so now strikes have engulfed the country. Almost dill the factories,
newspapers and both governmental and -gmrernmental offices are now on
strike. The general public is all involved in this unfortunate situation and are
taking part in strikes. We who are here and are not caught up in all this
turbulence must not forget those who are there. We are to help them as much
as we can. We can help by the use of our pen; if we are able to disseminate
information via the press here with regard to the position of the Iranian
people, the oppression to whichhey are being subjected, and the crimes
which this regime has committed against them, then we are to do so. You are
to do whatever is in your power; and anyone who is unable to do anything to
help can at Ileast pray for those who tomorrow are about tdfersuthe
torments of this dying regime.

| pray that God grant you all success. Tomorrow, if | am able and the
opportunity presents itself, | shall again speak with you, God wiling (the
audience recites a salawat [salutation to Prophet Muhammad and his pure
progeny @&)]). | must apologize to you, both for my Ilate arrival and for my

inability to sit here with you for a longer peribcin inability which stems
from the fact that | am about eighty years of age, and thus, unlike you, who
fortunately are gung and have the strength and stamina to remain seated for

a long period of time, | do not possess such strength. | therefore ask you to
forgive me for not being able to sit here in your company for any length of
time (the audience crie8)lahu akbarf " God i s t he Greato]) .

12
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Speech

Date: October 15, 1978 [Mehr 23, 1357 AHS /Qadah 12, 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The i mperialistso study into t he cust oms,
East; treason againstdam and the clergy; the Americans in Iran

AddresseesA group of Iranian students and residents in Paris

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

The oppressive situation

It is wunfortunate that | meet you gentlemen now when my power of
spech is greatly impaired due partly to my age, which does not allow my
voice to carry more than a few feet away from me, and partly to the situation
of the Islamic countries in general and Iran in particular which is now enough
to distress anyone and sagheir strength. | had wanted today to come to the
place where you gentlemen had gathered to speak to you about some of the
problems we face, but circumstances were such that the French authorities
did not deem it wise for me to do 5o.

Spies masked atravelers

That aside, the situation of the Islamic countries, especially those which
have resources like Irdnwhich leads the others in this regarbdas been
studied by the experts of foreign powers and superpowers. From perhaps
three hundred years agothose travelers who came to the East, allegedly to
tour the countries were all political agents sent to gather information on the
situation there. They came to Iran and traveled to all her cities and villages in
pursuit of their investigations. Their tuslies into the geographical situation of
the East, and in particular Irdrabout which we are informédtook them
all over these countries, even through the desert regions where no grass or
water existed and which they crossed with caravans, riding omelsa and
suffering many hardships in doing so. Their main aim was to discover where
our mineral reserves layour gold, copper, petroleum, gas, etc. They made a
careful study and drew maps. Whatever they found which was of wuse to

! The Ittlaat newspaper of October 15, 1978 [Mehr 23, 1357 AHS] (on the day that this
speech was delivered) wr ot e i nHadrata nlmam a refrainedl efrom @A One
atending a prarranged meeting with his followers because of steps taken by the French
government to prevent the meeting from taking place. o
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them, they marked thespot on the map and noted the area, and these records
are still in their possession.
Before America set foot into the region, it was Britain which exerted the

most influence over these countries, then Russia, then some other countries.

For more than tlee hundred years, they subjected these Eastern countries to
their studies and their avarice. As time went on, their specialists developed
more  expertise, their travels became more widespread and more regular;
indeed they found out more about these tdes» than the indigenous
peoples themselves knew. For example, in Iran they studied the mental and
spiritual makeup of such tribes as the Balditi the Qashg Shehsivan in
order to find out how these people think and how they could use them to their
advantage. They sent their experts to study and gather information on all the
provincial cities and villages in Iran; all the villages that exist in Iran came
under their scrutiny, even the most remote, mountain village. They drew
maps of them all andmarked those places where they found something of use
to them. They recorded everything and then made themselves ready for
plundering our resources. The rulers of the [Eastern countries  however,
whether kings or others, acted differently in complying thwithe wishes of the
imperialists; some allowed their countries to be pillaged in all aspects
whereas others were not as traitorous as they were.

Memories from Hamedan

Once when | was in Hamea' one of my friends brought a map to me, a
large map whib perhaps measured one square meter. It was a map of
Hamedn province which, he said, showed all the villages of that province,
and which was covered with many colored dots. He told me that these dots
indicated where minerals, such as copper or petrgleulay beneath the
ground. These minerals had not yet been mined, but the foreign experts knew
their location. They made their designs and then entered the countries of the
East and studied their situation, and in Iran, which directly concerns wus, they
drew up plans and marked where all its natural resources lay.

Islam and the clergy, obstacles in the way of imperialism

They then undertook some psychological studies to determine how they
coul d easily Il ay their hands oges Wwitlhoets e
inciting opposition and confrontation from the people. The imperialists
carried out extensive studies in this regard, and they came to the conclusion

! Hamedn: a province in the noritvestern part of Iran.
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that in the Islamic countries there were two possible barriers which could
block their wg; one was Islam itself. They realized that were true Islam
implemented, that is the Islam that God, the Blessed and Exalted, has
established, then it would sound the death knell for all their hopes. And the
other obstacle to their designs they peragive as being I sl ambs
scholars. The imperialists realized that if the religious men became powerful,
as they should be in these lands, then they would not be able to profit from
these countries the way they wanted to. So they decided to smaste ttwo
barriers, which they deemed more dangerous than anything else to their
designs, in whatever way necessary. They started devising schemes by means
of which they hoped to make the people themselves whichever group and
whenever they maybe crush ede two barriers for them, and so from that
time on, the propaganda against Islam and the clergy began. With such
propaganda, they would manage to remove the threat of these two obstacles,
which if empowered would be the greatest threat to the impmasialiand their
interests.

Facing cultural independence

Of course there was something else which also constituted an obstacle to
their  contrivances, and that was the culture of these communities. The
imperialists have studied the Ilatter and have diseoverthat if their culture
were an independent, correct culture then it would produce loyal and
independent  political groups which would prove to be counterproductive for
them. Thus, on one side they saw the two barriers of Islam and the clergy,
and on he other they saw the prospect of an independent culture, which
would train the youth and nurture leading personalities who, even if the
imperialists were to hold sway over the country, would still prevent them
from attaining that which they desired, dan that which they desired lay
beneath the ground. They directed their efforts to acquiring the resources
which lay above the ground as well, but the most important for them were
t hose whi ch wer e to be found undergroun:
destroyingthese three barriers.

Propagation of a distorted Islam

With regard to Islam, they began to propagate the didgadually as is
their wonb that Islam is an acquiescent religionl That it is an ideology
concerned only with supplicatory prayer and invocatioof God phikr], that
it constitutes solely a relationship between man and the Creator and has
nothing to do with politics or government. They have propagated this idea so
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well that even members of the clerical establishment have been influenced by
it and many of them now believe that they have no role to play in politics or
government, maintaining instead that their duties lie only in going to the
mosque, engaging in canonical prayer, instructing the people, debating
certain matters and presentithg people with legitimate rules of conduct.

The imperialists saw that the prayers of the clergy posed no threat to
them. Prayers in Islam are not harmful to their policies, so they deemed that
the clergy could pray as much as they like; they couldy pmantil they were
tired of praying, as long as they had nothing to do with the oil. They could
teach as mu ¢ h as they i ked, debate matters
they did not start to question the policies of the imperialists in their tgesin
and begin to speak out against them. This idea that Islam has nothing to do
with politics or government was reiterated so much and propagated so well
among the people that it became commonly accepted that interference in the
affairs of state was incompatible with the status of a clergyman; that it was
unbecoming the position of a clergyman to take an interest in the form the
government takes or in what these oppressors were doing to the people; that
it was only befitting the position of a clegmgan to remain in the schools and
lead the noon and afternoon congregational prayers; and that the people
should expect nothing more than this of the clergy! They said that essentially
I sl am had not hing t o do wi t h pol i tei csé 1
separate from one another. Politics is for them and religion is for wus! The
centers of power are in their hands to do with as they please, and the
mosques and the old men who attend them are in ours! This is a division that
they created from the bieging.

Religion, opiate of the masses?

Those who were a bit more daring went so far as to describe Islam as
fireactionary. o They said t hat basically rel
that from the very beginning it was used by the capitalists ahdset with
power to stupefy the people so they could take their wealth. Gradually, this
notion came to be believed even by the Muslims themselves. Some of the
clergy even came to believe that Islam was something which belonged to one
thousand and so mgn hundreds of years ago and could not be put into
practice now! This is how the imperialists presented Islam to the Muslim
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societies; and as for theakhunds! they portrayed them as men who just sit in
a corner and survive on the money they take fltorat peopl e é

Deluding the unaware intellectuals
Thus, they presented Islam as an ideology which was concerned with
nothing more than prayer and fasting and which was not involved with the

peopl eds | i ves and their af fairs. ntedA thd on

clergymen as people installed by the rulers and the powerful elite to opiate
society, to put the people to sleep, stupefy them so that these rulers could
plunder them and the people would not utter a word. They propagated this
notion so well hat even some of our own intellectuals, who were not well
versed in the Qan and the Prophetic tradition synnalh, came to believe it

and they in turn also began to advance the same idea. We should not just
accept whatever we hear or whatever is pragEd) by some groups as being
true without proof of its wverity. If someone accepts an unsubstantiated claim
then that person suffers from a weak constitution, he is illl A healthy human
being does not accept something he is told without it first being
substantiated.

Quran the book of clamor, uprising and movement

We need only take a cursory glance at the lives of the prophets and of
others who called the people to God to see what their intention was: Were
they agents of the powerful elite? Were theaims to enfeeble the people,
make them powerless, and Iull them to sleep? And we need only carry out a

partial study of the Quandi t doesnoét need t 00 tob see H det a

its purpose is simply to teach us invocatory prayer, supplicatory prayers,
deprecatiorfs and the like, or whether it has not been properly understood. If
you study the Qun you will see that there are so many verses encouraging
the people to do Dbattle with those holding power. The verses pertaining to
battle and the way itmust be fought are not only one or two; there are many
i n t his regard. The battl es whi ch t ook
history were between the powerful elite and the Prophet of Islam. The&anQur

1 Akhund a word of uncertain etymology that originally embted a scholar of unusual
attainment, but was later applied to lessmking scholars, and then acquired a pejorative
connotation, particularly in secularist usage.

2 Deprecations: praying that an evil may be removed or prevented.
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i s a book whi ch favor s the mpeoplemamdt &tiys them awa

from their stupor to confront theghuts?

The Prophetds war with the holders of power and
When the Noble Prophet was in Hijaz, he had to confront the plutocracy

there. One group was found in Mecca and comprised tlewn 6 s reput abl

powerful merchants, while another was made up of the wealthy, affluent
people of Taf.? People such as Ab Sufyan® were like rulers or kings and

had everything, yet the Prophet opposed them. When he went to Medina, he

associated with he poor people; he did not align himself with the rich to

stupefy the community. He was on the side of the poor, he encouraged them
to rise up against the rich who plundered the people and oppressed them.

The Prophet fought many battles, and in all diem he fought against the rich
and powerful oppressors.

The divine prophets @) in confrontation with the aristocrats and oppressors
If we go further back [in history], we see thaHadrat Musa (Moses,

may Godos peace be upon sé i molding gdéwero Withonf r or

his staff i n hand he confronted Phar aoh
Egyptian king! With his staff and his words he encouraged them to rise
against the king. And you all know how Abrahams) (took up his axe and

shattered all the idols belonging to the aristocrats (of his time). He confronted

the aristocrats in the interests of the masses, to stop them from oppressing the
masses. Of course the mission of these prophets was primarily a spiritual

one, but when they came rass tyranny in the society they deemed it their

duty to confront the oppressive leaders and do battle with them in whatever

way they could.

Unwary Muslims vis-a-vis Islam

So this notion that the men of religion are used by the powerful elite to
opigde the people is one which the imperialists themselves created and
advanced to turn you away from the @ur the Book of God, and Islam so

! Taghut: one who stpasses all bounds in his despotism and tyranny and claims the
prerogatives of divinity for himself, whether explicitly or implicitly.

2 Taif: a city in the southern part bfijaz (modern Saudi Arabia), 40 miles east of Mecca.

3 Abu Sufyan: father of Muawiyah, head of the Quraysh tribe of Mecca and the staunchest
enemy of the Holy Prophet of Islam. He was at the head of the-belmvers and idol
worshiping groups who opposed Islam and persecuted Muslims.

4 Hadrat: The wordHadrat is used as a respectform of address.

18

F



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

that they could smash this barrier to their designs. Indeed, they have been
successful in this, for the Muslims ae now been Ilulled to sleep by their
propaganda. The Muslims have now risen to do battle with Islam without
themselves knowing it. For when a Muslim asks what Islam has to do with
temporal issues, this constitutes war against Islam; this is not knowsigm.
When he asks what Islam has to do with politics, again this is like waging
war against Islam. These ideas are spreadhong Muslims by Muslims and
the posing of such questions means they have taken up arms against Islam.

Revolt of the masses ainst the capitalist

We should look at the example set by those who propagated Islam. The
Prophet himself battled with the powerful elite of Mecca and thidaz, and
his immediate successérsvhether those we accept or those we do dnot
formed armies and ofight against the kings of the Persian and Byzantine
Empires. They fought against these kings; they did not act as their agents
creating apathy among the people. They had a mission to arouse the people,
to stir the Muslim people and the oppressed toe rizip against those who
plundered the wealth of the people. At that time it was the Persian and the
Byzantine Empires against which they fought and which they subsequently
conquered for Islam; never was it suggested that a compromise be made with
the rding classes or the kings. The time of the Prophet and his immediate
successors was marked by struggle.
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Hadrat Ali (a) confronting the oppressors

Hadrat Amir [Imam Ali ()], became embroiled in an internal war with
Muawiyah because @& saw t hat i f he di dn o6t awiyaho batt
would destroy Islam. Muawiyah was the governor of &m who had his

! Hadrat Amir: Imam Ali (a), the leader of the Muslim world was born in 600 CE to his
mother by the name of aimah and a father by the name of WbTa i b (Prophetds uncl
from the age of 6 he grew u p thie nfirst tnfae to Paccepp Hséam 6and hous e .

promised to aid the Prophets)(. I n t he early days of his mi ssion W
Prophet was inviting his kith and kin t o I sl am, at
among you, who accepts my Faith Iwli succeed me . 0O He repeated this
and each time, only Al (@) declared his faithfulness. On the eve of thdjrah or migration,
notwithstanding t he pl ot of t he Quir &y sdlept @ng ghen st t h

Prophet Gsed thos ¢roved his fidelty to him. The Prophet selected him as his brother and

when returning from the lasthajj pilgrimage, at a place called Ghad introduced Al (a) as

the master and guardianwdli] of the Muslims, after himself. Al was the comanion of the

Prophet during his loneliness and his aid in his struggles and in time of dangers. After the
Prophetos spiritual ascensi on,@ Keptr aloofa bfoomt govetntnent year s,
administration and  leadership. During this period he was tlobserver and overseer who
prevented deviations and defections. After the murder of th#@ @aliph, the Muslims swore

allegiance to Al (a) and elected him as the caliph. The amd s period of admini str
for 4 years and 9 months. IiAl obliteraed the changes that had been made after the
Prophet ¢ and restored things to their earlier conditions. Opposition elements, whose
personal interests were threatened, rose pretending to take revenge for “heC &l i phés deat h
Bloody civil wars followel that lasted throughout the reign of iAl(a). Finally the unique

man of history was martyred in the altar atf&h, Iraq.

For further information on the Imamate of iAlibn Abi Taib, see Yousuf N. Lalljee, Ali the

Magnificent (Qum:  Ansariyan  Publicatics, 1987); Muhammad Jad/ Chirri, The  Brother of

the  Prophet Mohammad (aEm  Ali)), (Qum: Ansariyan Publications); George JordaqThe

Voice of Human Justice trans. M. Fazal Hag (Qum: Ansariyan Publications, 1990), and Vvisit:
http://www.atislam.org/faq

2 Muawiyah ibn A4 Sufyan (6072680 CE), the first caliph of the Umayyad dynasty, accepted

Islam on the day Mecca was conquered (630 CE). He was the commander of the army during

the caliphate of Ab Bakr and & the time of Umar he was first the governor of Jordan and

then governor of Damascus, and at the time of Whmhe was responsible for the entire
principality of Syria. After the death of Uttam, Hadrat Ali (a) was proclaimed caliph and

issued orders of Muawi yahos di smi ss adwiyah Hid waeot e comply NMnith Iram

Ali6 s order s and accused hi m of i nv anl vamdne ademanded n t he
vengeance for his death. During the battle of i&iff which was fought between Mwi yahoés

troops and thee of Hadrat Ali, Amr ibn atAs, Muwi yahoés ar my commander , on
battle going in Al6 s favor, resorted t o a ruse and ordered
the Quen to their lances and hold them wup in the air. This move brought about a edisput

among Ali6 s foll ower s, t he bat tdwigah remasned em dhesd principalidy. Mu

After Imam Ald s martyr dom, an hHasan & owms foreed into a conditional peace

with  Muawiyah  because of the actions of his traitorous troops and commandansl

eventually relinquished the caliphate to him in 661 CE. From this date onawiléin called

hi mself t he of ficial Mus Il i m lisdoryi mfh .the Brabs andP ISiHIMi p K.

J a f The @rigins and Early Development ofi&kslam
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seat in Damascus and he lived like a king with an army and all the
appendages of a ruler.Hadrat Amr was the head of the religiousscholars,
when we look at his life, his battles and his leadership we see that his aim
was not to put the people to sleep so that the powerful ones could come and
plunder their wealth. He too went to battle. With whom? With aMyah

who sat in Damassy who enslaved and oppressed the people and whose
very existence endangered Islam.

Underground resistance of the Inams (@)

e Al l oams @) | were killed because they opposed the tyrannical
regimes. Had they sat at home and invited the people ty naund the Ban
Umayyah and the Ban Abbas, as the imperialists like to say they did, then
they would have been shown the utmost respect. But each of o@msim@)
strove  against the oppressors, and although their circumstances did not
permit them the military might with which to fight, stil they engaged in
underground struggle against them. This is the reason why they were arrested
and thrown into prison for several years. Wabladrat Musa ibn Jfar (@)
imprisoned for praying, fasting or calling eh people to support Harun ar
Rashd? Was he incarcerated for years because he told the people to
compromise  with Harun arRashd and to ignore his oppression? No, the
despots saw that our &ms @ posed a threat to their rule that is why they
incarceated them, banished and killed them.

The Shah Imams (@) and Shah movements

Did that wretch transport Imam arRida (@) to Khomsan® simply
because he prayed? Waddadrat [Imam Hasan] alAskai (a) held in Samam
for all those years suffering much rpecution and imprisonment
because he prayet?The caliphs too prayed; so it was not prayer that upset
! This rdates to Mamn, the son of l&run arRashd and Abbasid caliph from 81833 CE
who brought Ilam Rida (a), the eight of the twelve lams from t he Prophetés
Medina to Khoasan.

2 Khorasan: a province in the nortastern part of Iran.

% Imam Hasan alAskai (845872 CE): the eleventh lam from t he Prophet 6s
most of his life in the prisons of the Abbasid -caliphs,-Mahtad, alMutaz and aMutamid.
Imam alAskai was at times incarcerated and at others kept in close confihenren his home

in Samara under the watchful eye of the caliph.
known as the askain because their house was
askawn) of the Abbasid government.

It is for this reason that he and his father are
constantly surrounded by the soldiers (Arabic =
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them. Was it because the dms were the descendants of the Prophet? No,
for if the descendants of the Prophet had sat at home and had had nothing to
do with the affairs of the people, then the rulers would not have bothered
them so. It was the lams who encouraged the people to rise up against the
illegitimate regimes, and if they seemingly disapproved when one of thei Ban
Hashim rose wup against heé ruling powers, they did so out of fear for their
religion (for they knew that were their role in the affair discovered they
would be destroyed;) otherwise it was they who instigated the revolts. The
Imams prayed for Zayd and others like him who rosg against the caliphs
and the powerful elitt. The clergy have always opposed the ruling powerful
elite, and if you find examples of instances when this was not the case and
they joined the service of the government or were corrupt, then this has
noting to do with Islam; they did not belong to this school. Sometimes,
however, circumstances were such that even the true clergymen of Islam did
not deem it wise to act.

Smashing the barriers and plundering

So, by dint of their propaganda, the impesti have succeeded in
smashing these two barriers which the Muslims possessed. They distanced
the people from the realites of Islam and made them dissociate themselves
from the progressive clerics, so that they could achieve their aims. They
created Mhe propaganda and when these barriers were smashed, they came
freely and took the oil; nobody could say a word, and nobody did! They
reshaped our culture making it into an imperialist one, not one that was
independent. Even now our educational system rist the independent one for
which the minds of the nation had planned.

! zayd ibn Ali (d. 740 CE) was the son of &m asSajad the fourth Imam and a
contemporary of Hisim ibn Abd aiMalik, the Umayyad caliph from 72443 CE. He was a
great man, erudite and pious. He rose up to rectify the affairs of the Muslims and to remove
herey. However, at the very inception of his revolt, he was killed by the Umayyad forces. In
his uprising, he never claimed to be an atm and he openly acknowledged the imamate of his
brother Imam Muhammad al-Baqi r and t he bna t a-Sadiqd sZayd s was heldmin  such

high esteem that in S 0 me of t he traditions he i s
familiarity with and constant recitation of the @unr he became known as the allyf the

Quan 6 . aml| &Sa i g said about this martyr: i May God have
His revolt constituted nothing other than following the path laid down by his forefathers, and |

would have liked to have done what he did. His companionso where martyred with him

have now joined the martyrs of Karhalo #dz, Maqgtal alHusayn wvol. 2, p. 120. The
other Imams also prayed for Zayd and supported his uprising, however, Zayd and his
followers were condemned by the reactionaries becawsmsording to them they had started a
conflict with the heads of the Umayyads without permission.
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They [imperialists] are still interfering; they do not allow our educational
system to produce good doctors or good politicians. The politicians that their
imperialist culture spwns are those who are of benefit to them. This is what
has happened to our education! Unfortunately, | do not have the time now to
go into further detail. So they broke these barriers and came freely and began
plundering the wealth of the Muslims. Yowll know the extent to which they
are plundering the oil of Iran. They are taking so much of our oil that
reserves will soon run dry. They extract our oil from the ground and take it
back to their own countries where they store it for themselves becdheg
fear that one day someone may stop them from exploiting our reserves in this
way. From the time of Ra Shah, may God punish him severely, untl the
present day, Iran has suffered under a government which has handed over the
whol e of t sh eignityc oandh trespeé to the -gievourers on a silver
platter.

The process of land reforms

Look at the state of our economy; you will see that in the name of land
reform®d an idea of the Americafisour agrarian economy has been totally
disrupted. Thse land reforms brought such disaster wupon wus. Our agriculture
was completely  destroyed. Our country  once had a thriving agrarian
economy, the produce of its Azerbaijjan province or its BEdaor province
alone could meet the needs of the whole nationut bnow agricultural
production is only sufficient to meet domestic demand for the most -thirty
three days of the vyear! So what does the regime do to satisfy demand for the
rest of the vyear? It imports from abroad. The athand his regime have
turned lan into a consumer market for American goods! The Americans

! Land Reform was one of the main principles of-getonialism, which was urged on all the countries under the dominance
of colonialism, from Latin Americaot Asia and Africa, and was implemented by the governments of these countries in a
very similar manner. In 1962 (1342 AHS), theaBHaunched the land reform program as the first tenet of hipant
White Revol uti on,h aiPebpletRevoluircemn.adme dT htihse Réhvol uti ondé was not
put into effect on the one hand to win the confidence of American capitalism; to show his approval of and cooperation with
the new strategy; and to open a new market for the Western egoaathon the other to curb internal discontent and
actually prevent a revolution! The reform program, which was dependent on foreign, especially American investment,
dragged the Iranian agrarian economy into bankruptcy, such that a few years afteleitseimigtion the country had been
changed from a wheat exporter to a major wheat importer. In addition, as a result of the migration of villagers int@ the tow
and cities and their attraction as a cheap work force to the industries and the servicewsactoperiod of eleven years
from 19661977 [134556 AHS], 20,000 Iranian villages became uninhabited!
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produce a surplus of goods, which they either burn or throw into the sea.
Now, however, they give it to us and in return take money or oil for it! The
destruction of our agriculture was onespact of their reforms that resulted in

our country being turned into a consumer market for American surplus
goods.

Another damaging effect of the land reforms was that it led to mass
migration  of the \villagers into the towns. When these Vvillajerhom
initialy he had said had been taken from their peasant status and were now
on a par with the Ilandownérdost their land, they swarmed into the towns
and cities, into Tehran in particular. They settled in areas around Tehran
where they now live with heir families in hovels, in tents or mud houses.
They live at subsistence level and suffer many hardships. They have neither
electricity nor water, and there is no asphalt on the roads. They live in pits, in
large holes in the ground, and in order tddtaon a jugful of water for their
children, the poor women, even in the middle of a biting winter, have to take
their jugs and climb up scores of steps, perhaps a hundred, out of this pit until
they reach a water tap, and then climb back down agains TiBi how these
big farmers that they claim to have created now live and this is the state of
their great civilizatiod® Our agriculture is now totally paralyzed; we no
longer have any agriculture. Where will it all end?

Oil and a base for America

They give our oil to America and what do they get in return? | have
spoken about this before, but | feel | must repeat myself every day so that
someone who is not aware of the situation may hear my words. They give
our oil to America and they get weapons 1 return. What kind of weapons?
Weapons t hat I ran i s unabl e t o use, our ar
so why does the government get these weapons for us? It does this in order to
build bases for the Americans in the country. Do not suppose tha
Americans pay for the oil they take from us with money. They devour our oail
and in return they give us arms, arms which have no equal, not even in
France. But do they give them to us for Iran to use? No, they create bases for
themselves with them.They not only take the oil, they take that which they
give in exchange for it as well!

' Great Civilization: AiTowar d t he Great Civilizationbo
Muhammad Rida Sheh. In the said book, the deposed Iranian monarch had made unrealistic
cl ai ms regarding Il rands having obtained new technol c

new industrial age.
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The plundering of oil and destruction of Iran

God only knows what treason this unworthy man, this Muhammad Rida,
has committed against Islam and Muslims. You and | cannot yet find out
about everything he has done, when he dies or falls from power and leaves
our country, then we will discover justwhat he has done, most -certainly
some people have recorded what took place during his rule and when these
historical accounts are made available, then we will come to understand just
what he did to this country. He tells us that our oil reserves will ebéhausted
i n thirty year sé ti me and t hen we wi || h a
energy! Someone who does not even know what to do with an oil lamp now
wants to use solar energy! And why is this oil of ours going to finish?
Because it is being aded off through huge pipes which, according to those
who saw them twenty years ago, are large enough for a man to walk into;
perhaps by now they are even bigger. In return, arms come into the country
for the (American) bases! If an end could be brougtt the thievery of the
Sheh  and his relatives, and the oil were exported and sold in a correct
manner, that is, only as much as was needed to satisfy the needs of Iran and
administer the country being sold, then we may have oil for maybe the next
two hundred years. The &h says our oil will finish, but who is finishing it?

He i s! Then what wi || we do? The nati onos
agriculture has been destroyed, so what are we to do? What does the future

hold for this weak nation? He answer s by saying: i We
industrialized! o But do not be decei ved by

country is not industrialization. The creation of a steel mill does not
constitute  industrialization; it is not being established for theodgoof the
nation; it is being built to allow the Russians to make a base here, so that they
can facilitate the entry of their agents into the country and their activities
here! They take our gas and the others take our oil. Soon there will be no gas,
no oil, no agriculture, nothing. Then what will this nation do? TheahShonce

said that if he had to leave Iran he would turn it into a heap of rubble first.
He has already done this, and i f he stays
|l eaves t tetlln posdgible 6 for some trukearted, wupright people to take
over and save our oil reserves, to preserve them so they remain for us and to
correct the state of our agriculture. If he finishes his ruining of the country
and then gets out, even this is tour advantage and is better than if he
remains.
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Our opinion on the manifestations of civilization

This is why we are shouting so, not because we do not want the
manifestations of civilization. He accuses thakhunds of being opposed to
civilization, of wanting to ride around on donkeys. What can one say to such
a person? We are shouting out that we accept all the manifestations of
civilization, but do these include the ©present actions of the mibatial
government? Over the past few days, our ngpu children, eight and nine
year old girls have been killed. The government agents have shed the blood
of the vyouth in the senior higichools and the universities, they have
committed so many crimes that the students are constantly on strike. Now the
regime has turned its attention to the primary school children! Now it is these
young children who are being Kkilled. This is how the aBhhopes to destroy
us, he hopes to slay the nation and then leave.

American agents for slaughtering the masses
We ae crying out that this nation should be in control of its own wealth;

it shoul d administer i ts own affairs. We
America! The budget that is allocated to these sixty thousand advisers is so
great that you and | cannot imaginet .i Do not us e t he count

finance military advisers. It is truly amazing; they create bases for them here;
they bring in the miltary advisers and then the nation has to pay the cost!
The nation gives its oil in exchange for military basedust think about it for

a moment, the Americans send us weapons that are of no use at all to Iran
and never wil be, they are only good for wuse in a war between two
superpower s. These weapons ar e not sent for
weapons; mehineguns and the like are all that this regime needs to see to its
domestic affairs! Our country does not want to embark on a war. Can we
fight Russia or America? No, we can only fight with the bazaar merchants in
Tehran; so machirguns are all we m@! We can only fight with the
university students! And we have now reached the stage where we are
fighting with the primary school children as well, with eightand nineyear

olds! Just vyesterday or the day before | was informed that the regime had
once again sent its agents to a primary school where they beat up the small
children, crippling some of them. Machigens are sufficient for slaying our

own countrymen; we do not need these other weapons! These weapons that
are brought into the country re@a not for us; they are for someone else,
someone wh o knows how to use t hem and has
the Americans! We give them our oil and in return build bases for them! We

use the money they pay for our oil to build these bases and \eegponry to
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equip them, and then we bring in their military advisers to operate these
weapons and pay them for doing this! This is what this regime is doing; it has
reduced the country to a state of ruin. Your country is being destroyed!

Assisting the revolutionaries and exposition against theaghuts

Gentlemen, our felloweountrymen have now risen up. We are duty
bound to help them as much as we can. Your number runs into the thousands;
if each of you informs only ten of your European friends artquaintances
of the situation in Iran, then you wil have made thousands of people aware
of the truth, for the Western newspapers have not painted a true picture of
events in Iran. They receive hundreds of millions of dollars from this man for

propagada purposes, so they portray the situation in Iran in a bad light. You
are lranians; you should explain to these European people just what exactly
is happening in Iran, what problems the people there face. If you are able,

write  about it in newspapgr or magazines. We should not be indifferent
toward a nation which is giving its youth, which is sacrificing lives for a
cause which is vyours too. Tomorrow is the fortieth day after the massacre on

Black Friday! | do not know what disasters lie in storfor the nation. The
people have arisen, they are sacrificing lives, seveand eightyear old
children have arisen wi t h t hem and i are
monarchyo ar e sl ain. Demonstrations ar e

Tomorrow the chilren will be in the streets again voicing their opposition.
Iran has risen up and we have a duty to help our fellowntrymen. We
should not be apathetic; we should speak to people and write about what is
happening in Iran and publish what we write. eWshould inform the world of
this disaster which has befallen our nation. It is now time for prayer. May
God protect you all and may you all be successful.

' The Il rani an nati on named ivara 7, 13| AHSk [Septembed a8 01978 hahr
when large numbers of innocent demonstrators were massacred at thleh ZiSquare (now
Martyrsd Square).
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Message

Date: October 16, 1978 [Mehr 24, 1357 AHS /iiQadah 13, 1398 AH]
Place:Neaughle-le-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Possible migration to Syria

Addressee:Jall ad-Din Farsi*

In His Most Exalted Name
Monday, Dhil-Qadah13, 1398 AH

After extending my greetings, [let me acknowledge that] your kind letter
has been received, and | hope for your good health and success. Regarding
the issue of your concern, | have decided to reside in Syria if possible; and
one of these days a friend is supposed to come to discuss the matter and to
negotiate the case; he may meetdarconsult with you, also. About Lebanon,

there are some preventive measures to be taken, and | will not go there unless
| have to. Thank you for your kindness and may God take things in His
hands. May Godb6és peace, mercy and bl essings be

Ruhullah akMusaw al-Khomein

! JaH adDin Fas was born in 1933 in the city of Mashhad. He started his collaborations
with  Dr. Bahonar, Ra&i and Dr. Behesht from 1965 to 1968 so as to bring organization and
political maturity to Imam Khomeind s movement . I n l'ine wi t h these
to the growth of the movement by publishing many valuable revolutionary pieces from 1961
to 1970. Imam Khomein appointed him as his own representative to cooperate with the
Palestinian  AlFah  Organization.  After the Revolution, Jald adDin Fars actively occupied
different political positions.
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Speech

Date: October 16, 1978 [Mehr 24, 1357 AHS /{Qadah 13, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The comprehensiveness of Islam

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residentalr

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

Correlation between knowledge and action; incarnation of actions

The action we are now taking is for the benefit of society, it is to enable
our young and our society in general to develop. sThieed is a spiritual
deed; it is a sacred deed which will become manifest in the next world; there
you will actually see the true manifestations of all your deeds, manifestations
whi ch ar e presently beyond our Vi si oné
whaterer is here in this world. Just as a sound echoes and reverberates when
made here in this life, so too whatever deeds we perform here will be

reflected there in the next world. We will realize the truth of our deeds once
we have departed from this wdyl only then shall we truly see them for what
they are. The Holy Qan states: i So, he wh o has done an

good shall see .it® That is, whosoever performs a good deed here (in this
life) will be confronted by that same good deed there (the Hereafter).
There, in the next world, this good deed will appear in pleasant forms; it will

appear i n f or ms whi ch befit t he deed i tse

accompany him right until the very endii And he wh o has done
weight of evil shall see it® Whoever does evi, no matter how great, no
matter how small, he too will see this deed in the next world. He will see its
true manifestation there. Indeed, Heaven and Hell wil be created from my
deeds and yours. Our deeds arestbgential ingredients of Heaven and Hell.

Therefore, do not waste this life. God, the Blessed and Exalted, has given
this precious life to you so that you may make the most of it and do good
while you are here in this world. God has provided you withuidagnce so
that you may perform good deéddeeds which benefit the society and
which benefit you yourselves. And this He has done because He knows and
is aware of the actual truth, that being that one wil be confronted by
whatever deeds one has penfied here, in the next world. Just as the effect

! qurah azzilzalah99:7.
2 Qurah azzilzalah99:8.
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of medicines or poisonous substances consumed by man can be seen here in
this world, so too the effect of a deed performed here wil be tangible and
visible there in the next world where it will assume e thform of the deed
itself. Indeed, there man will see his true self. Thus, reason dictates that
during his brief stay in this world man ought not to waste his life, he ought
not to allow it to be wused in the path of evil whereby it becomes a weight
araund his neck. Instead he should put it to good use. Any good deed which
you may perform here, God wiling, is for your own benefit and for the
benefit of the society in which you live. It will reappear to you there in the
next world, God willing.

The necessity of not putting off worship and embracing the opportunity of youth
However, do not defer the performance of good deeds untii the time
when your life is drawing to an end. This intention is an illusion which man
may well entertain but which is infact one of those evil fallacies which
merely prevent one from doing good, whereby one tells oneself that one is
still young, t hat one i s i n t he pri me of C
of oneods yout h; t hat one i S t s tol edmmit hi s p
wrongdoing® that one is to go ahead and commit those ugly deeds one
would like to commit, for God willing, one will be able to make amends at a
| ater stage of oneaods i fe. But i f ma n doe
passions and desires while still in his youtt® against those passions, both
healthy and unhealthy, which have never before been restrained in any
wayd then there is no way that he can make amends for his evil deeds at a
later stage. God forbid that you should at alive way to unhealthy desires;
t hat you shoul d all ow your sel ves to vi ol a
upon that which belongs to others. And God forbid that during your brief
stay here (in this worl@d a stay which is indeed short for us dajjou shald
spend these precious few days in the performance of evil deeds whose effect
will never be lost but rather will prevail forever, to the end of time. W&hit
is true that the doors to Gaiven bounties and blessings are open to you all
and you areto freely make use of them, nevertheless, there must be a limit to
how much you avail yourselves of them. That is to say, the extent to which
we make use of these blessings must be within the Ilimits set by divine law.
Whatever we do must conform to vioie Jlaw if we are to attain true
development.
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The multidimensional laws of Islam

Divine law is wunlike these worldly laws. The latter have taken but one or
two aspects of life into account and relate only to the life of this world. This
is all thee worldly laws constitute and are restricted to and even then there is
no certainty that man has been able to determine all the various aspects
involved enabling him to design laws for them all. However, the laws of God
contain  provisions for  everything Injunctions have even been laid down

whi ch pertain to t he t i meod the rtime r whent otwo man 6 s
people come together to conceive a child. Consider a human being before
being  conceived by his paredts n Godods | aws t her e ar ¢

regarding measures which are to be taken to ensure that the child to be born

is healthy and morally wuprightt There are religious instructions which relate

to the choosing of a partner: instructions concerning the kind of husband to

be chosen for a woman né the kind of wife to be chosen for a man. And

once marri ed, Godo6s | aws stipulate certain
both spouses during their marital s@tduties which have been stipulated so

that the awaited offspring may develop into a morallypright and virtuous

human being. There are injunctions which pertain to that very moment when

a clot of blood is about to turn into an embryo; there are certain rules which

are to be observed here. And this is all to enable the correct development of

t he fetus. Agai n, t her e ar e al so rul es Wi
Divine laws contain provisions which relate to the moment a child is born

into the world and which concern how a newborn baby is to be reared; how

the mother should relate to eth child; and the responsibilities she ha®ward

it As t he chil d gr ows t he mo ttoward it and 1
increase, and the parents have a duty to bring this child up to the best of their
ability. Then the stage is reached where thepetyof training given to a child

is no longer to be solely parental in nature but must become essentially
instructive; and again there are religious rules which apply to each of these
stages and yet further laws which apply to the time when a child egadn

i ndependent age. I ndeed, Il sl am has provide
devel opment . |t has | aws whi ch apply t o t
which pertain even to the stage after death. Yegile still here in this life,

Islam has even praded us with laws which pertain to the next life. The laws

of God, unlike these mundane, maade laws which can see no further than

this material realm, have also taken the spiritual realm into account, and
hence contain provisions which relate to thateal m. Al of Godos
(@ have come to teach man how to develop in every way. No one other
than the prophets is capable of teaching man how to develop in every

(
t
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dimension. Even if one succeeded in rearing a virtuous human being, a
person who ws morally upright, this training would only be designed for the

life of this world. It would only teach one how to live in this world, how to
lead a virtuous life here and so on. It could do no more than this since the
second state of being which folws t he i fe i n t his worl d

reach and therefore he is unable to provide his child with the training needed
for that later state. This responsibility lies solely with the prophets; and no
one other than the prophets is capable of perfggmirthis function. The
prophets have l eft teachings whi ch refer
existence; they have provided instructions and laid down laws in this respect.
And again, they have instructed man in the spiritual aspects of his being and
in those aspects which concern the next Ilife, thus laying down numerous
injunctions and guidelines to this end.

Life, a divine trust in the way of Allah

You who are still young, who are still blessed with the gift of youth,
should try to be of some sificance here in this life. You who are vyet
students should endeavor to be persons who have a positive effect on this
life. You should try to be beneficial; you should try to benefit your brothers
(in Islam); and to be of benefit to yourselves, your ietyc your nation and
your country. Try not to waste your lives whereby you Ilose this chance, for
when you have reached my age you will then realize that you can no longer
make up for the past. Make the decision now to do something worthwhile
with  your lives, for things such as infirmity and illness which come to you
later in life, prevent you from being able to do anything anymore. Use this
Godgiven strength that you now possess in the way of God. This strength
has been entrusted to you by God, sse it in His path. To use this strength
i n Godos pat h means using it for t he benef
Islamic country. It means wusing it to strengthen Islam, to drive out the
enemies of Islam, and to force the retreat of these peoph® have come to
our country and are infringing upon the rights of the Muslims and depleting
the state treasuries of the Muslims.

Reform for the two worlds

In addition, pay due attention to all of those religious rules, practices and
so on which have den laid down with a view to your life in the next world.
Work toward (reforming the self) both for this life and for the Hereafter.
God forbid that you should expend all of your energy on satisfying illicit
desires. Do not let your energy go to wast®o not expend your time and
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energy on this world alone; but instead, benefit both from this world and
from the next. Islam, unlike Christianity, does not tell one to sit on the
sidelines and to remain inactive; and even then | wonder whether this s
actually something which has been said by Jesaw fimself, or whether it
has in fact been said by somekhunds who have then attributed such a
statement to him. Again, | cannot see how the teachings of Jesus would be
such that they would, for exampleteach this mankind whom God has put on
this earth and on whom He has bestowed many blessings, to deprive himself
of these blessings. Surely this cannot be the case. Jesus), ( this great
prophet of God, would never teach someone to turn the otherk clveere he

to be struck by an oppressor! Indeed, these are the words of Satan and not
Jesus. Jesus, the great prophet, is a true human being in every sense of the
word. It is their akhunds who claim to follow in his path, their priests who
have inventd such words. And even then do not be mistaken in thinking that
they actually practice what they preach, for indeed they do not. Instead they
tell their fellowbelievers to practice it! This is surely not what Jesus taught.

The blendng of moral and social laws in Islam

However, regardless of what Christianity supposedly espouses, that
which Islam advocates is unambiguously clear. Its injunctions are plain for
all to see. Islam contains certain injunctions with regard to war. TheanQur
repeatedly wmcusses engaging in battle with the infidels and the corrupt. So

draw your swords and cut down these harmful weédtsse people who
want to lead mankind into corruption and these who have pounced on the
people. Yes, you are either to draw your swordnd rid the earth of those
who behave in this way, or you are to pull them back into line. If possible, do
the latter; but if not, then get rid of them for otherwise you may one day find
that one such corrupt being has caused a whole society to becamipt.c
Islam and the Quan contain many verses in regard twar and peace. They
speak both of training the mind and the body. Everything can be found in the
Quran. The Quan abounds wi t h al | of t hose i ssue
requirements. That is ot say, man is a creature with many needs; needs which
possess different dimensions. It is not a case of him having one type of need
only. In the animal kingdom needs are purely physical, animals have no
needs other than those on a physical plane. Hentwse who call on us to

! In the Gospel of Saint Matthew5:3840 it reads: You have heard it said an eye for an eye

and a tooth for a tooth, but | say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also, andn hihat taketh away thy cloak forbid
not to take thy coat also
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believe that this worldly existence is the be all and end all, are therefore in
fact calling on us to be like animals! They tell a nationf one bilion people
that they are simply to eat and sleep as do animals;, that you taredo no
more than this. But this is a mistake. Man is not like an animal. Man
possesses intellect; he possesses other capabilities and Pppoersrs
which must be put to some use. Yes, Islam concerns itself with spirituality,
but it also concerns g with this temporal world, just Ilike those who
concentrate on the affairs of this world. Islam concentrates on a healthy
wor |l d; however, it i s not a wor |l d i n \
appropriated and their lives and property usurped. No, Isldorbids such
things. As for healthy desires and pastimes however, Islam and thean Qur
have in no way prevented these. That which Islam does forbid and which it
opposes is that which leads pedie/ardillicit desires.

Opposition to corruption
If those in the clergy sometimes voice discontent and oppositieoward
the cinema, it is because these cinemas which are now  widespread

throughout Iran are there to corrupt the younger generation. After  having
frequented this kind of cinema over a period ofime;, these youngsters
become corrupted. This is the sort of thing that we are against. Were the

cinema to be morally and intellectually instructive then who would oppose
it? But the fact is that we can see that our entire country, from its cinemas to

its schools, is serving imperialism. That is, these institutions have been
brought into our country from abroad; they have been brought to us as
fi g i & difts owhich will corrupt our vyouth in every way. Indeed, should the

mosque one day turn into onesuch institution, an institution which enjoins

evil, then we would even close the doors to the mosqle. fact the Holy

Prophet €° once destroyed a mosdué h e iMosqque of Madide st ruct
ad-Darar] Mosque, which had been built as a place from wheto oppose

the Prophet and from where immoral teachings and the like were propagated.
The Prophet § ordered for this mosque to be destroyedSimilarly, if there

L1t refers to China whose population was estimated to be one billion people at the time of this speech.

The abbresoi atsbandsi for t he Ar slallalou  alayhiv wa alihii wae phr asé
sallam [ may Godods salutation and peace be upon him and
name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad ().

3 This occurred when the Prophets) ( had returned from battle against the infidels of Tabuk.
The murefigin  (hypocrites) approached the Prophet and told him that they had built a mosque
to where people could go on cold and rainy nights and where the sick could find shelter. They
then requested that the Prophet take part in a congregational prayer which was toeldbeinh

their mosque. The Prophet said that he would reply to this request on his return from Tabuk;

and having returned, he ordered for the mosque in question to be demolished. Subsequently
the following holy verse was revealed: And those who built amasjid (mosque) to cause harm
and for unbelief and to cause disunion among the believers . (Surah atTawbah 9:107). For

further information, see commentary of the verseti@t//www.akislam.org/quran
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were a mosque which was injurious to society, and which was beyond
reform, then we to would order for its destruction. It is not that we would
only consider destroying the cinemas. Our opposition to the cinema is an
opposition to that particular type of cinema which is in Iran today. It is not
that we oppose the cinema in itself for weave nothing against the cinema as
such. Indeed, if the cinema is an uncorrupted institution, if it is not used as a
means of indoctrination, if it serves to educate the young and if there is
freedom, then it is but another means of providing insooctiand guidance;

it is just Ilike a school. The present situation in Iran, however, is an
exceptional one. From the time these wusurpers of oil entered Iran and
conducted investigations about it and about other [Eastern countries, thereby
realizing the beefits to be gained thebefor the East is rich in resources
which are needed by the Weashey Ilaunched their propaganda campaign
and began to take other such measures to further their interests. Their aim
was to lead us astray, to brainwash us with iafiet notions, to ensure that
our minds did not develop correctly. They wanted to prevent us from
developing, to prevent our schools from producing true human beings, from
producing a single moralypright human being. Whatever has been passed
on to us by the West is harmful for our youth. And it is because these things
are harmful that we oppose them and that any reasonable person should also
oppose them. No one opposes something which is of benefit, something
which helps to develop the mind ando improve the powers of reasonThe

fact is that these Western powers have sold their ideas to the East to enable
them to take away our national assets. And they continue to do so even now.
Even now they are taking away Ifan assets; they are devagi them and
almost . . .

Necessity of cooperating with the Iranian movement

As well as attending to sedfdification, you, my good men, are to make
the decision to join and eoperate with the nation of Ir@nwith these people
who have now risen up andwho have embarked upon this great movement
for the sake of Islam and mankind. You are to help as much as you can.
Each of you, wherever you may be, should help as much as possible. As
fellow human beings we must do what we can to assist this weak nnatio

35



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

which has risen up for your sakes and for the sake of us all, so that, God
willing, this element of corruption may be removed, the hands of those who

are destroying our every possession and are plundering our every reserve
may be severed, and insteathese things may remain for you to do with as

you see fit. This is all that we argueLet the papers go ahead and write
whatever they like. When they write of theakhunds wanting to take the

people back to the age of barbarism, this is nothing butpaganda which is

put across to make the wusurpation of oil possible. So beware, for all of these
measures have been taken with a view to usurping our oil and devouring the
resources in the East. To the Americans and to the Rudsiansthese two

countries, one of which is taking away our oil and the other ourdges say:

i We want you t o desi st from taking t hese
resources to belong to us. We want this Pahladynasty, which is serving

you and betraying us, to be no more. eWwant someone; we ourselves have
chosen to rule uy& dathough our present rulers in fact tell their newspapers to

write the contrary. | pray that you may all be successful; that you may all
receive Gododés assistance; Isemd that God willing,
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Speech

Date: October 16, 1978 [Mehr 24, 1357 AHS /{Qadah 13, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Monarchy is synonymous with dictatorship

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents abroad

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

Failure and inability of the Shah and Iran to calm the situation

. However, | am living somewhere that my visitors have to remain
standing; they are standing. . . and there is not sufficientcespior them to be
received hospitably. | apologize for this. Please feel at home here. May you

all prove to be assets to your community wherever you may be. Indeed, our
society will need certain people to help run the country; it will need them to
fill  positions in government and administration and in areas of even more
importance. Iran is still in a state of turmoil. America does not have what it
takes to keep the country under control; and as for theh,She also is unable

to bring calm to the auntry. None of these powers or forces can calm the
people down. Even if they decided to allow a military figure to rule the
country or agr ee ctat twlerebya some o wthless dniilitary  officer
came to power, they still would not be able to calme thituation in Iran. A
nation cannot be silenced at bayepeint and told that it must remain
repressed forever. Such a situation can only last for so long; it cannot
continue indefinitely.

The country is opposed to the principle of monarchy

And now it looks as though this state of repression which has reigned in
Iran for the past fifty years has now reached the end of its term, because the
Iranian nation of today is no longer the nation it was twenty years ago. Now,
the nation of Iran is one whichis awake and one in which all social classes
have ri sen up i n opposition both t o t hi
idea of monarchism. The basic principles of monarchy are something which
made no sense from the very start. They have never madese,s since
monarchy is  synonymous  with  oppression, brutality  and  dictatorship; and

! Imam spoke to his audience beneath a fftparemeter awning which had been erected in

the vyard of his residence at Neauplde€hateau, but due to a lack of space many people
actually remained standing out in the cold, open air.

37



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

that goes for all countries both large and small. No matter which past
monarchy one may consider . . . one sees that it has mainly entailed these
elements of tyranny rmal dictatorship. This is not something, which s
exclusive to Iran and to Iranian kings, for others, such as the emperors and
tsars of Russia have in fact been worse than the kings of Iran.

Claimants of justice anddemocracy

Even though many foreign oantries have now become republican states,
these factors still prevail but they appear in another guise.

Do not be mistaken in thinking that some country or other is now
governed on the basis of justice, for this is not the case. Take America for
exanple; this is one of those large countries, which is now governed as a
republic. It is a country which has signed the Declaration of Human Rights
and whi ch l oudl vy advocates t hese ri ghts,
and so on; and yet it is a coont where true freedom and justice do not
prevail. The situation is one whereby the President there does not in fact
exert a great deal of force within his own country, but instead he governs as a
dictator in other countries such as ours. America and I{ilee have installed
their agents in countries like our o@vrcountries, which are under their
dominatio® and they continue to offer these agents their support, endorsing
their acts of murder and condoning those criminal and treacherous acts,
which these agents have committed for the sake of their mastedat one of

these existing forms of government, be it republican, monarchical,
constitutional or dictatorial, can be said to be a form of government which is
just, a government which really improveseppl eds Il i ves, whi ch
for the sake of the people and not for the superpowers or for themselves. No
indeed, no such government presently exists. But the government sought by

us has these characteristic feat@rédsat is, the government soughby us is

an Islamic government. If one day, God wiling, we are able to administer an
Islamic government in these countries or in our own country of Iran, then
everyone would see just what form a government should in fact take. They
would see what # essential qualifications are for someone to become a
rulerd qualifications which have carefully been specified in Islam. Should a
ruler not fulfill these requirements then he will inevitably fall from power.
There is no need for him to relinquish power for him to be ousted from his

position, for he will automatically fall from power eventually anyway.
Nevertheless, the nation still has a duty to try its best to get rid of him. So
much for the prerequisite qualites of a ruler; but when one caossida
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nation, there are other issues involved . . . issues which concern human rights
for example.

Violation of human rights by the claimants of (preservation of these rights

These countries which boast about things such as human rights are in fact
guilty of violating the rights of mankind more than anything else. All of these
deadly weapons which have been the <cause of warfare -wmé have in
fact been made by these very coun&iepuntries which have signed the
Declaration of Human Righéscounties such as France for example. Yes,
the latter indeed signed this Declaration, but just look at what it did in
Algerial and even now, given the chance, it will continue to engage in such
acts. The same goes for America and the Soviet Union too. Tdey all busy
plundering the people; devouring that which belongs to the people. They do
so under different  guises howeved guises which serve to deceive the
people. Hence, people are convinced, for example, that the government of the
Soviet Union is ow one, which truly serves the people; that it s

Acommuni sto i n t he true sense of t he word
masses. On closer inspection however, one sees that this is not in fact the
case, and t hat t his fi c o mmuwitali srdo oppressieet than i s e

other countries; that people are treated with more contempt there than they
are elsewheré. One of its leadefs once said that the amount of work done by

! In 1830, France dpatched troops to Algeria with a view to conquering this country, but in

so doing it met with resistance from the Algerian people. The leader of this resistanca, Am
Abd alQadir alJamyiri, engaged in a prolonged Dbattle against the French, and ifejow
seventeen years of fighting and conflict was eventually defeated and captured by his French
opponents. In 1847, having occupied a large area of Algeria, the French actually colonized the
country; and by the beginning of the twentieth century the levh@f Algeria lay under French
control. Following a prolonged period of resistance by the Algerian people, in 1959 De Gaulle
eventually gave them  political autonomy. Since the Algerian combatants sought complete
independence however, they continued ieirt struggle against the French until 1962 when De
Gaulle was forced to sign a peace pact which granted full independence to Algeria.
Nevertheless, the French military command was deeply disappointed by the signed agreement
and thus took measures toirstup internal strife in Algeria. At the end of the day, the Algerian
revolution left one million Algerians deddAlgerians who had been killed by the French.

2 stalin believed in t he motto: AThe dead ar e still .
say t he words, i We shall shoot y ou down, 0O for he b
probl ems. Lenin was no di fferent. During t he Red
campaign carried out on Leninés orders t o gounter a

executions were held, those executed having no recourse to any kind of trial. It is said that
within a few minutes Lenin once recalled and prepared a long list of the names of suspected
opponents of the revolution who were to be sentenced to deathwhich list he then gave his
signature! Refer to the bookKajraheh by Ihsan Tabai, the former theorist of the ufleh Party

in Iran.

3 Lenin.
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the people in his country ought to be measured against the amount of food

t hey consumed, and t hat shoul d someoneos 0
their consumption, then that person ought to be thrown into the sea! Yes, this
is the kind of conviction held by thesesca | | ed fil overs of mankind. o

They are deceiving us

All  this talk of human rights etc. is nothing other than their use of
different guises to deceive us. It is nothing but a game. They want to fool the
people in the East with these different ideologies of theirs. And indeed, we in
turn  have been taken in bythis trick. Similarly, we have become so

infatuated wi t h t ntamiac ® \ile ssbmeones once fpute it, 0 that we
do not even bother to ask ourselves exactly what is so special about this
AWesto t hat everyone raves a b outhe abilith oy have

give this matter thought. They do not even allow us to consider what those in
the West are actually doing to mankind, or what they have already done to it
Yes, they have achieved progress, but this has been a deadly progress, a
progress hat i s | eading to mandés annihilation.

What we want is a just government and one that will serve (us)

Therefore, that which we seek is a just system of rule, a just regime and a
just ruling body; one which can be trusted by the people and which wille serv
the society; one which will not embezzle public funds and which will not
swindle the State treasury. And indeed, should such a government be
established in Iran for exam@lea country possessing massive reessr only
one of which is ob and should th present thieving be stopped, and an end
be put to the present squandering and treachery, then it may be possible for
our country to be run on its oil alone. Furthermore, there would be no need to
extract oil on the same presafsty scale; a reasonableamount could be
extracted, a reasonable amount could be sold, and a reasonable amount could
be consumed. Yes, Iran possesses various reserves, but they are devouring

! Xenomaniacs: those infatuated with foreign and especially Western models of culture. This is a translation of a Persian

term, gharbadehha, popularized by Jal Al-i Ahmad (d. 1969) in his boolGharbadeg ( i Xenomani aod) . See it
translation, R. Campbell (trans.) ahthmd Algar (ed. and anno.Pccidentosis: A Plague from the W¢Berkeley: Al

Mizan Press, 1984). He was a writer of great influence aramiidhomein was acquainted with his work. See the
commemorative supplement onalal-i Ahmad in the Tehran daily newspaper Jumhuri-ye Ishmi, Shahivar 20, 1359 AHS

[September 11, 1980], p. 10.
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them, they are plundering them. And eventually revenues will dwindle away
for they ae using whatever there is now for themselves.

Iran a country up in arms

However, be that as it may, the fact remains that Iran is now a country
that is up in arms. | am concerned about what might happen, and | only hope
that today, which is the fortiet day following the events of Black Friday, we
do not witness further killings thereby necessitating the holding of another
fortieth-day memorial ceremony. God willing this will not be the case. Now
in lran they are . . . ruling by the bayonet. The d¢ounis being governed at
the point of a bayonet, but the people are not vyielding to this-fisted rule.
That is, they have risen up in revolt out of utter despair at these injustices that
have been committed against them. They have now decided to thisir lives
and have entered the battlefield, small children and old men alike. Now they
ar e al | crying out ah, 06 Ndrdt hiDeé @t ht hi &his tShi s
uprising, which is a popular, mass uprising, and which constitutes a
referendum on the llegitimacy of monarchical rule, is something which
cannot be silenced by use of the bayonet. It is a matter which requires a
remedy. These different regimes, these various Prime Ministers who come
and go one after another, cannot provide this el and nor can any
military figure. It is the Sih alone who can provide the remedy that being
for him to get up and leave. If he leaves Iran the country will rest content; it
will be governed in a better way. However, the Americans believe their
interests to lie in his hands, and since he is the best servant they have, they
give him their backing. The fact that America has so far not been able to
if it were not to support him (the &t the nation would get rid of him much
sooner.

Necesity of revealingSleh 6 s c¢cr i mes and <cl arification of the r
In any event, those of us who are here have a duty to fulfll and that

includes all  of you gentlemen, regardless of where you reside. Our

consciences, our religious law and reasonll dictate that we help those

Iranians whose blood is being spilled; those who are sacrificing the Ilives of

their children. We are to help by disseminating information. Wherever you

may be, each one of you can communicate with a certain number of epeopl

there and can explain to them about what has happened in Iran. Make it clear

just what the people of Iran actually want. The Iranian people do not want

their country to be in a state of unrest and turmoil; they want peace and
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tranquility. But there is no chance of this while this dynasty remains.
Therefore, the people want this dynasty which has betrayed them to exist no
more. This is what you must explain in order to enlighten the people. If
possible, you can then get what you have to say prinie these magazines
and newspapers that are published here (abroad). This is the sort of assistance
you can give over here. As for the helpless people in Iran, they are under
extreme pressure. Every day conflict arises somewhere or other; kilings take
place; an explosive situation breaks out; and it is they who are on the
receiving end. You are not on the receiving end in that sense, but
nevertheless you are still to bear their suffering firmly in mind so that you
may do your utmost for the peoplef your nation. The latter have risen up
for your sakes and you in return must do your part by propagating the Iranian
natiors cause for their sakes. Do whatever is in your power to help. May
God preserve you and may you be successful.
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Message

Date: October 17, 1978 [Mehr 25, 1357 AHS / Di@gddah 14, 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Demanding the youth to pay respect tdhe religious reference authorities
[maraji at-taqlid]* and the clergy

AddresseesThe religiougreferenceauthorities and clergy of Iran

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

To the esteemed religious authorites and leaders of Islam, may their
blessings last long:

After offering you salutations [please be apprised that] some telegrams
were received from Iran; however, we were informed that there have been
more, but as usual, they have not been delivered. Hence, | thank you
respectable gentlemen for your kindness, and hope that you will deliver my
appreciationsa my brothers in any class and rank.

It is necessary to take this opportunity to ask the younger generation to
pay the honorable religious authorities and the clergies the respect they
deserve. The dear youth are aware that, in this crucial time, thamidsl
movement is drawing closer to victory; there is nothing more dangerous than
discord, and nothing more effective than unanimity among the people in the
flourishing of the movement.

May God, the Exalted, bestow victory on Islam and the Muslims.

Ruhullah akFMusaw al-Khomeiri
Dhul-Qadah 14, 188 AH

! Maraji at-Tagid: | iterally means fi So Maraji e sare thef ulamh mwho a haveo n 0 .

reached the position of Marjaiyyah [Religious Referece Authoritativeness] because they have
possessed such characteristics as  justice, piety, superior knowledge, awareness and being
oblivious to worldly possessions. The average people refer to them to find the answer to their
religious problems, and tolfow their religious decrees.
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Message

Date: October 18, 1978 [Mehr 26, 1357 AHS /iiQadah 15, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The calamities and difficulties befalling the Iranian Muslim nation
Occasion: Approaching of the pilgrimageHjj] season

AddresseesThe pilgrims to the House of God and the world Muslims

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
Dhul-Qadah 15, 1398 AH

Now that is the time of pilgrimage and Muslims from ativer the world
are about to visit the sacred House of God, it is necessary to observe one of
the greatest philosophies of this mammoth gathering during your religious
rituals, and to look after the social and political affairs of Islamic countries,
become acquainted with the concerns of your brothers in faith, and to try to
eliminate them due to your Islamic and divine obligation. Looking after the
affairs of the Muslims is one of the important obligations in Islam. | am now
going to give you, pilgms, a report on the problems that the Muslim nation
of Iran is confronting with, and seek the help of Muslims all over the world.

Iran, with a population of approximately thirty million Muslims, for the
past fifty years, has been strangled in the grasp the Pahlav dynasty, which
has officially been and still is serving foreigners. During these gloomy fifty
years, this great nation has been suffering under the pressure exerted by the
police, and from the strangulations and mental tortures. Theah Shas been
gi ving away t he countryaos every under groun
to the foreigne® oil to America, gas to the Soviet Union, and pastures and
forests along with a share of the oil t8ritain and some other countries. They
have depned people of even their primary living necessities and held them
i n an underdevel oped situati on. Qur ar my o
countryods economy ar e under col oni al rul e,
its progress in every aspect, and nownatt people have become enlightened in
recent years, and stood up for their rights, and expressed their oppressed
voice, they are being answered by machine guns, tanks and cannons. The
massacres in the cities of Iran, during the past few months, haved add dark
chapter to history. The &h has come down on people with all his infernal
forces and Americads support. Il ran now | oc
strikes are now widespread throughout the country. Theah Sis trying to take
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revenge from His oppressed nation in his last breaths. The ominous shadow
of the military government has been cast over the nation and the mercenary
commandos are left free to murder the young and the old, men and women.

I do not have permission in any Muslim coyntrto continue my activity,
which  includes delivering t he nationds oppressed
since | must perform my religious and divine obligation, | was compelled to
leave the Muslim countries, so perhaps 1 could inform the societies of what
the oppressed nation of Iran is going through. | will reside in one of the non
Islamic countries until such time that | can find an opportunity to continue
my activities in an Islamic country.

Now, you Muslims of the world, do everything you can for njra and
deliver the moaning of a nation of thirty million oppressed people to the

world. It is narrated from the Holy Prophets) (: iAnyone going thro
without having regard for the affairs of the Muslims is not considered a
Mus | tamdafsofi O Go d, I have done what [ have been as|

Ruhullah atMusaw al-Khomein

! The same hadith has also been narrated from am &Salig (). Usd al-Kafi, kitab al-iman
wal-kufr, bab al-ihtimam bil-unur al-muslinin, vol. 2, p. 163.
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Letter

Date: October 18, 1978 [Mehr 26, 1357 AHS /iMQadah 15, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chéateau, Paris, France

Subject: Disappearance of lam Musa Sadr*

Addressee:Muammar Qadhdifi (the Leader of Lbya)

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Your Excellency, the Leader of Libya:

After greeting and salutation [let me state that]the case of the honorable
Hujjat aklslam Mr. Sadr has become a mysterious puzzle. His relatives, after
investigating, claim that he is in Libya. Since Your Excellency is given much
respect and affections by the clergy and other fronts, and since this issue has
caused them much worry, it may be necessary for you to look into the matter
and ask your govement to inform wus of his health and his whereabouts in
order to end our worriedlay peace be upon you.

Ruhull ah akMusaw al-Khomein
Dhul-Qadah 15, 1398 AH

! Ayatullsh Ha Sayyid Musa Sadr, better known as km Musa Sadr, was born in 1923 in the
city of Mashhad. ¢ passed the higher courses of the religious seminary by learning from such
great masters as Ayatullah Muhaqqiq Damad, Imam Khomein and Grand Ayatullah Bunjerd
to attain the level ofijtihad. He was noted for organizing the Lebaneseialshand led tha in
their political assertiveness of the 1970s. atm Musa Sadr mysteriously disappeared in Libya
in 1978 after he had traveled to that country on the official invitation of the Libyan
government. He is chairman in absentia of the Supreme Assembly obanése Shh
Muslims. Since his disappearance, Shaykh SharRimadhad been acting chairman.

46



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

Speech

Date: October 20, 1978 [Mehr 28, 1357 AHS /MQadah 17, 1398 AH]

Place: Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Islam and the clergy: two great obstacles in the way of imperialist
penetration

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents abroad

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

The dforts of the imperialists to remove the two obstacledslam and the clergy

...Because of the natural resources and minerals that they possess and the
interests of certain groups, the countries of the East have become an
important  concern  for the  world. Consequently, the  Western newspapers
have examined their situation thoroughly and the information can be found
therein. The discussion revolves around ways to Iull these Eastern societies
and keep them from progressing in certain important areas. Timperialists
have studied this issue very carefully and have come to the conclusion that
there is one great force which stands in the path of their amlidtiwhether
materialistic or spiritual. They have concluded that in these Islamic countries,
Islam is this great force and is a barrier which could block imperialism and
endanger their interests, and that those who impart the message of Islam, and
they consist of the clergy, form a further obstacle to their designs. They have
identified these two fawes and have concluded that were true Islam and the
true clerics of Islam to gain dominance; they would not give the imperialists
and the foreigners the opportunity to exploit the country. Their plan is to
keep these countries in a state of backwardnsss that they can realize their
own ambitions there and install their own agents in power. They view these
two forces as two motivating forces which have to be destroyed. These two
forces must be taken away from the East so that they can implement their
plans easily.

Rida Shah, agent for the implementation of imperialism

You may be too young, but during my own lifetime | have witnessed
this plan in action. When Ba Shsh came to power his mission was twofold:
to destroy Islam, even in the eyes ofethMuslims themselves, and to belittle
the clergy and then destroy them, thus removing what the foreigners saw as
the Dbarriers to their designs. He began his task by banning all religious
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assemblies throughout Iran. For a time, if one wanted to preach toneoés
congregation or deliver a sermon, it was not possible, not openly anyway.
Sometimes  such gatherings took place surreptitiously, at midnight or before
dawn, but even then the agents were on the -tadk and at times they would
burst in on gathings and arrest people and take them away. In this way, this
person wanted to obliterate all Islamic manifestations.

Suppression of the clergy by Rla Khan*

As for the clergy, | cannot describe for you what he did to thiamg,
and especially to thosewho were influential in any way, such as the Ilate
Mudarris® The latter stood up to Ba Sheh, and "he had to endure much

! Rida Khan, the founder of the Pahlavdynasty in Iran, likewise known as d& Shah and the

father of Muthammad Rida staged a coup in Iran in 1299 AHS [1920] based on a plan
devised by the British. In the year 1925, he was crowned. Before staging a coup, he was the
commander of a uni t of fi Cois.sla c104l,0 whennlrant waiae oceupigdy by o f Qa
the Allied Forces, Ria Shah abdicated, as was ordered by the Alled leaders, in favor of his
son, Muhammad Rida Pahla¥v whom the Allied Ileaders deemed an appropriate person to rule
over lIran. The political atmosphere, resulting from these changesiedpathe way for a five
yearlong liberalization. These charades were being organized based on the plans by the
British government and executed by their agents. The British also ordered Bheh into exile

on Mauritius Island south of Madagascar in thiadian Ocean. Ria Sheh finally died in 1944

in Johannesburg, South Africa.

2 sayyid Hasan Mudarris [1852938] was one of the greatest religious and political figures in
the recent history of Iran. He received his elementary education siahai and the traveled to

the cities of the holy shrines (the cities of Irag where certain of the imams are buried: Najaf,
Karbah and Kazmayn, and to a certain extent some others) where he received further
education from such scholars as Mull Muhammad Kazam Khurasani and, after graduation to

the level of ijthad, he returned to sfahan and began teaching Islamic jurisprudencégh] and
principles psd]. In 1909, at the time of the Second National Assembly, he entered Parliament
having been chosen by themaraji at-taglid and the ulama of Najaf as one of the five
mujtahids who were to oversee the Ilamaking procedures. At the time of the Third National
Assembly, he was chosen as a Member of Parliament. Wheda RKhan carried out his coup
doé®t at , Msu creestedi and seat into exile, but after being freed he was again chosen by
the people and again entered Parliament. In the Fourth National Assembly, he headed the
opposition  majority against Ba Khan. At the time of the Fifth and Sixth  National
Assenblies, he opposed the proposal for the establishment of a republic, whiadla Rihan

was in favor of, to replace the -constitutional government, and he dissuaded the Parliament
from approving it. He was resolute in his stand against the stubbod Khan, such that the

Shah hired an assassin to kil Mudarris and when he escaped the attempt, he sent him first into
exile in the remote town of Khaf near the Afghan border, and later i@mhrar, where eleven
years later in Ranaan 1938, the agents of the $hapoisoned him. In this way, one of the
greatest political and religious personalites of Iran was martyred in the way of Allah.
Mudarris possessed outstanding qualities, and even though he was a man of great political and
religious influence, he lived very simply. Imam Khomein always spoke of him with a great
deal of respect . The Leader of t he Revol ution, on t
grave, wr ot e: At a ti me when pens wer e broken, Voi
ceasd from revealing the truth and abolishing falsehood....this feeble scholar, weak in body
but strong in a spirit joyful from belief, sincerity and truth, and possessing a tongue like the
sword of Haydar Karar (lam Ali), stood in front of them and shoutedbut the truth and
disclosed the crimes, making life difficult for d& Khan and blackening his days. Finally, he
sacrificed his own pure life in the way of dear Islam and the noble nation, and was martyred in
exile at the hands of the oppressivalsidesx e cut i oner and joined his virtuous foref
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suffering for doing so before & Shah eventually killed him. This monarch
brought groups of ulama' to Tehran from the = provinces.For example, the
late Agazadeh, who was a very influential person in K#@nd so much so

t hat he was call ed asntdevas rfarkestadg ando fbroughK h o r

Tehran® | myself saw him in a house that was guarded; a chair had been

placed outside becams he was apparentlytired and was sitting there. | was

told how Rda Shah 6 s agent s had taken hi m, wi thout

by a few soldiers, to the court of justice to stand trial. They had taken him on
foot through the streets in this conditioso that the prosecutor could question
him. They arrested all theulama of Azerbaijan® including two of the great
personalities there: the lateHa Sadiq Aga and the late Angaf and took
them to a village in Kurdisan where they kept them stay for a hie. They
tormented the ulama of Isfahan in much the same way.Rida Shah put so
much pressure on the theological schools that one day only one person turned
up for my class which was usually attended by a number of students! | was
told that between daen and sunrise they had all run away from their rooms
and had gone to the orchards, returning later dressed in different clothes so
that they wouldd@ be recognized. His agents would enter the schools and
arrest the religious students and the learnedesonand take them away on the
pretext that they should not be wearing turbans or that they should go to
perform their national service and thousands of other excuses.

The accusation against Islamic teachings of worshipping the old
This was how this man agried out his mission to destroy these two

forces whi ch bl ocked t he i mperialistséo pl e
scholars and propagators must be defeated. Graduallyowever, the

imperialists came to realize that this method of elimination was nary

effective. So they chose another way: to introduce Islam to the people within

the country and those outside in such a way that made it appear a very
insignificant, petty and owdated affair filed with  superstitions. Thus they
embarked on their propaganda campaign both at home and abroad to advance
the idea that vyes, Islam exists, but if it is anything important its importance
belongs to MO0 years ago, when the Arabs were unciviized and these
teachings were for them, that now with the adveof civilization, Islam is

L Ulama: Islamic scholars; plural from @lim [Islamic scholar, learned man].

2 Mirza Muhammad (Agazadeh) Najaf Khorasani (18771938) the son of Akhund Khomsani
began his studies with his father and received the authorization for becomingnujeahid from

him. In 1907, he left Najaf, lraq for Khasan in Iran and took up residence in ashhad where

he taught usd [principles of jurisprudence] andfigh [jurisprudence] for a while. He was a
staunch supporter of the constitutional movement and with the rise to power dd Rnan and

the establishment of his despotic rule, he continueduggling against oppression and called
upon the people to rise up against the first Pahlamonarch. After the barbaric events at
Gauhar Shad Mosque in Mashhad, Kisani was arrested and sentenced to death. However,
measures taken by those at the Najaheological school forced Ba Khan 6 s regi me t o
commute his sentence. Consequently, he was held in prison for a while and upon his release he
was expelled from Mashhad and forced to move to Tehran. There his home was kept under
constant surveillance. t | is beliewd that he died at the hands of one Doctor Ahmadi who Killed

him while treating him for an illness. His body was laid to rest at the shrine of Aol
al-Hasam in Shahr Rey in the south of Tehran. Some of his most notable works HKitab al
Qada, AshShaladahandMabhath alFazz SeeTarikh-e Bist Saletyelran, vol. 6, p. 252.

3 One of the freedom movements during the despotic reign ofla RKhan was that of the
ulama of the Iranian province of Azerbaijan. This movement was led byirzaM Saliq Adga

and Angaj two of the great religious jurisprudentsfuqate) and marji of the people of
Azerbaijan. In order to suppress the movement,daRiKhan sent these two theologians first to
Kurdistan and then to Qum. Angaji was able to return to imbafter a while, but Saliq Agaa
remained in exile in Qum until the end of his life.

4 Ayatullh Mirza Saliq, the great religious jurisprudent fagjh] and marja of the people of
Azerbaijan province, resided in Tahbhr He was one of the great theologians andujtabids of

the Shah during the first half of the twentieth centuryHa Mirza Abul-Hasan Angadj (1862
1937) the son of Sayyid Muhammad Shaykh Shariat was one of the religious jurisprudents
and margji of Tabiz. He studied wunder Hg Mirfattah Sarabi and Mrza Mahmud Usdi in
Tabiiz until 1884 when he went to Najaf to study wunderadlF Irvani, Ha Mirza Hahkbullah
Rosteni and Aga Shaykh Muhammad Hasan Mamaqgan Four years later, toward the end of
1888, he returned to Tdbr and began teaching. In 1933, he was arrested and sent into exile
first in Sanand and then in Qum. He died in Tabr in 1937. Hs works include Kitab-e Hajj
andHashiyeh bar Rigz.
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outdated and useless. Its teachings oppose progress and freedom; it does not
allow the people to be free; women have no freedom at all in Islam and
education is prohibited. They would have the people believe that were Islam
to gain predominance, all traces ofmodernity would be effaced; travel by
airplane  would be forbidden; schooling would be prohibited; and women
would not be allowed to leave their homes. They have succeeded in
spreading such ideas on a vast scale tirout the world.
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Accusation of the clergy of supporting the present regime

As for the ulama of Islam who pursued the task of diffusing the word
of Il sl am, t hey vilified t hem, call ed t hem
had been installed by counse and capitalists to opiate the people so that the
capitalists could achieve their aims. They accused them of always appealing
to the people to keep silent in the face of oppression and of allowing
themselves to be robbed. They said they put the peoge sleep; they lull
them so that when these foreigners come to plunder their wealth they can do
so easily and no one will utter a word. Those who wanted to plunder vyour
wealth began such propaganda, and they spread these ideas in such a way
that at oe time even the people of Iran believed that this was true.

The deluding of some people at the time of Ba Khan against the clergy

At the time of Rda Khan, one class of people treated thelama the
way that the regime desired; they did exactly what thegime dictated. Then
later, when the propaganda against Islam began, it took on a different form.
Perhaps the beliefs of these people, this one class of people, helped the idea
that the ulama were harmful for the society gain precedencélhey then
went one step further and said that from the very beginning religion has been
the opium of the people, that religion has stupefied the people, dulled their
senses while the imperialists pursued their interests.

This has been the propaganda which they baga several centuries ago
because they thought that these two forces may present a danger to them, and
it has continued to the present day when it has reached its zenith. The
newspapers, magazines and foreign press, all propagate these ideas and are
paida lot of money for doing so.

Corrupt ideas of the imperialist propagators

This was merely a brief account of what Islam and the clergy have had to
contend with so far. Nevertheless, those who are conversant with Islam and
have studied the Qam, which is the source of Islam, and have given even a
cursory glance at the lives of the prophets of old and the Most Noble Prophet
(), that is the Prophet of Islam, and at how they conducted themselves,
realize the devilry of the imperialists and see thali these ideas they advance
are corrupt.
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Wars of the Prophet of Islam €) and other divine prophets @) with the holders of power

When you look at the life of the Prophet of Islam, and indeed any of the
other prophets, you see that it is not thesecathat they established a monarchy
or capitalism as a governing force, that they were against the people or that
they stupefied the people so that the capitalists could do whatever they
wanted. From the very beginning, the uprisings of the prophetse wagainst
kings. We have stories abouProphet Abraham (a), who lived all those years
ago, and the Holy Qan tells us a little about how he rose up against the
kings and the elders who worshipped idols and oppressed the people. Moses
was a simple shéerd, a shepherd who grazed his sheep, but he rose up with
his staff in hand against the Pharaoh, that great king of Egypt. There were no
kings in Mecca, where the Most Noble Messenger was born and raised, but
there were rich capitalists. The people offaf and the Hijaz* earned
immense wealth from their trade and owned large orchards, and never did
any of these capitalists support the Messenger. They were all against him. In
his struggle against these capitalists, the Most Noble Messenger was helped
by the weak and oppressed class. In that short time that he clandestinely
spread his message in Mecca, it was this group of people, this group of
lowly, oppressed people from the class of the poor and needy, that gathered
around him, and when he left ddca for Medina, there too it was the people
from the poor and oppressed class who gathered around him and little by
little a group of tribal leaders also joined him.

Opposition of the divine schools to dictatorship and aristocracy

At the time of the Riphet of Islam, the wuprising was against the great
capitalists of the Quraysh tribe such as uAbSufyan and his kind, and the
people of Taf who had wealth and property. He did not rise up against them
merely because they were wealthy, but because theh ralways persecute the
poor, they rob them of their property and possessions and oppress them.
From the time that we have information about kings to the present day, we
see that they were people who, wherever they were in the world, used
dictatorship and force to plunder the wealth of the people and rob them of
their honor and that which they held dear. From the very beginning the
prophets confronted such kings. The story of the prophets is not that which
the capitalists like to promote. The prophe confronted the capitalists; they
were opposed to capitalism; they were not used by the capitalists to keep the

1 Hijaz: the region in Western Arabia that includes Mecca and Medina.
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poor and the weak quiet. Nie capitalists formed one group and the
prophets along with the people who assisted in propagation formedthean
opposing group who attacked them and, as far as they were able, crushed
them. So these utterances that religion is the opium of the people and the
prophets were the servants of the capitalists are very clearly absurd and
anyone who gives the comet of the prophets even a cursory examination
will realize the falsity of such claims.But what can we do? Their propaganda

is presented on such a large scale and is so widespread that we cannot
compete with it. We do not have the means; all the mehlas in their hands.

The radio, television and press are in their handhey control everything.
The domestic and foreign magazines are in their handlse capitalists and
large sums of money are in their hands, so they are able to pay the media to
disseminate the ideas that they want propagated and in the manner they
choose. We however have only the faculty of speech and expression; we
have a pen and some paper, nothing else. We want to awaken the; naton
want to make this nation understandhav has been done to them so ;fawe

want the people to see how they are presenting their beliefs and their religion
to the world.

Negativepropaganda in the foreign press

Even at this time, when the country of Iran, the clergy of Iran and the
different classes of Iranian society have stood up to the big -capitalists and the
superpowers and are shouting for their freedom and independence, these
t hings ar e still being sai d, even t hough
in one of the foreign newspapehat untruths continue to be propagated.

As for the clergy, whose foundations lie with the prophets and with those
who came after the prophets, their wuprisings against the monarchs in Iran
alone are so numeradsand | myself can remember some of tldethat | do
not have the time to go into them now.

The prophetsd(a) declaration of war againstthe oppressors

And as for Islam itself, one only needs to make a cursory study of the
Quran, which is the source of Islam, to see that it does not oblige people
to remain silent before capitalists and kings. It is the a@urwhich tells
Moses to arise and invite Pharaoh (to the right path), to speak to him mildly
so that he may accept (his cdll).And it is God who gives the mission to
Moses to strugg with Pharaoh; it is God who through the Holy &ur

L1t refers to a subject mentioned in several places of the HolgnQfor exampleSurah Taha 20:44:fi But speak t
mildly; pe haps he may take warning or fear (Allah). o
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commands his Messenger to do  battle with the polydeistwith  the
capitalists and with those who have deviated from the right path.

Verses in the Quan pertaining to fighting

The verses in the @an pertaining to fighting, battle and war are not
just one or two. There are many verses in the aQurwhich are concerned
with war, which give orders to go to war, to do battle with all those who are
corrupt, to rise up and put them in their place. setheare commands which
apply to us today. However, we do not have the means to go to battle, but
we do have the wherewithal to awaken the people, to let the people know
| s | sa msifuation, to let them know the situation of the Muslims and the
clergy. Wecan do this and little by little it is being done.

Negative presentation of Islam
So they wanted to present Islam and the clergy in a bad light in order to
weaken the Islam dhepeople and to distance them from the clergy.

The Quran and the clergyd the people support

If the people were to set aside the clergy who guide them and thean Qur
which is their religious book, then they would not be able to achieve
anything; only when they band together, when they have something on which

they can depend, ao they act against these tyrants. No one can stand up to
them alone; there has to be a pivotal point and this for the Muslims is the
Quran. They must turntoward it and unite under the banner of the Qan.

The clergy too are a unifying force which ethpeople can rely on. Now that
Iran has risen, praise be to God, it is the clergy and Islam to which the people
turn; it is Islam that they call for; all the people are shouting for an Islamic
government.

We do not oppose moderry; we oppose corrupion

It is not the case that were an Islamic government to be formed, it would
ruin t he peopl eds Il i ves, t hat tanks and
that we would ride around on donkeys! These are their foolish ramblings.
Where in the Qun does it oppose modernity? Which one of the Qanic
laws opposes modernity? Which clergyman has ever said that the clergy
opposes modernity? We are opposed to corruption. When the manifestations
of civilization fall into the hands of those who seek to corrughd those who
seek to derive profit or advantage, they distort them. They change a cinema,
which can be a teacher for the people and the nation, into a place which
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makes our youth dissolute, which corrupts them. We opposed to this. We are
not opposedto cinema itself; if the cinema is used for the good of the people,
if it is used to educate and guide our children then we are not against it. We
are opposed to these centers of corruption which are taking our youth away
from us.

We oppose corrupton and the imperialist universities

You can see in lIran, in Tehran alone, how many of these centers exist
and how many of our youth have become addicted to opium and other drugs,
and on a greater scale still to alcohol, because of them. There are so many
distilleries in Iran now. We are opposed to these things which corrupt our
nation. Are we opposed to books? Are we opposed to universities? Our claim
is that our universities have been created in such a way that they cannot
produce human beings, theycannot produce human beings who will stand up
to the foreigners. They produce only parasites! Our universities are
imperialist universities; that is they are run as the imperialists want them to
be run, they are not allowed to progress. This is what wmose. How can
we be against universities? Are we against having doctors, engineers and
scientists in Iran? When have we opposed such things? Our grievances lie in
the fact that the wuniversites which should be centers of learning and
education, which should be centers for training our youth to be independent,
to be freedonseekers and to be useful for their country, are not.

We are opposed to manifestations of backwardness

If the present regime claims that its methods of education and training
are correct, then let it give us some evidence of this; but it is not able to do
this. We oppose the radio in Iran now which as soon as it is switched on
imparts nothing only praise forAryameht and dance music and songs which
sully our vyouth. We oppose aradio which corrupts our children; we do not

oppose radio in itself. If the regime would let us take control of it then we
would most certainly approve. We can run the radio much better than the
regime can. The television in Iran, as | understand, wshoscenes which are

! The title Aryame hr , whi ch me ans t he sun and Il ight daf t

Zadeh Shafaq, a senator from the province of Azerbaijan. AshdullAlam, who had asked
the writers and other literarypersonalities of the time to think of an honorific title for the agh
chose Aryamehr. In 1346 AHS [circa 1967], the National Consultative Assembly bestowed
this title upon the Sin. It reflected the nationalist ideology of the regime and demonstrated it
rejection of Islamic ideology. R.K. Karanjia, in the booldhe Mind of a Monarch p. 236,
reports the Sih as one who hoped for a revival of the great Aryan civilization as seen in the
days of the Emperor Cyrus.
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ruining our youth, depraving a generation. This is what we are opposed to,
not the features of civilization.

The clergy is opposed to the Sin and the plunderers

We are opposed to those who want to keep us in a state of backsgrdne
this is what they want and this is what we are against. These are the things
that the clergy opposes. Which clergyman has ever said that we oppose the
radio when it is wused to broadcast decent programs and give sound teachings?
Which clergyman hasever said that we are against the television when it is
used to disseminate sound teachings and when it helps the nation to
progress? We are against these things when they are in their hands! We
oppose these leaders who are ruining our country. We seppthis Sbkh and
his father before him who have destroyed this nation. They have exhausted
our wealth and continue to do so.

l rands uncertain future without oi |
1

Our oi l i s being sol d i n such a w@uy t hat
agriculture has been destroyed such that the country is now a market for
Ameri ca. How wi || t he next generation [
time? We must take everyone into consideration. Is it enough to see only to
our own needs? | am nearly eigiyyarsold; | may only be alive for another

six months or a vyear, but Islam has made us responsible have a
responsibility to the people we have to tell them what disasters they are
bringing about for this nation.

Creating inconveniences and strain
But when we start speaking out and teling them what should be done,
they increase their activities against us to stop us from getting our message

across, to block us. | am forced to leave Iragq, and neither Kuwait nor Syria
will allow me in; even though | h&nd asked permission from the Syrian
authorities to enter their country yet, | know they wWorallow me in. | cannot
live in an Islamic country, because | am not allowed to continue my activities

in an Islamic country, so | came here, but even heresek that there are also
restrictions imposed on me.

1 According to official statistics, in 978 oil production before the start of strikes in the oil

industry was 5.3 million barrels a day.
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They do not allow the truth to reach the people
The Skah 6 s regi me i s actively pursuing i ts

reaching the people, from reaching the world; to prevent the world from
hearng the cries of this nation; to stop news of these killings, that are being
carried out every day, from reaching the world. The situation is such in the
country, every day kilings are taking place. Wherever you look, whichever
newspaper you look in orforeign radio station you tune in to, even though
they only impart the bare minimum of facts about what is happening in Iran,
you learn that a few people have been killed. They only report that a few
people have been killed, but my own sources inform nteat we should
multiply their figures by ten. There are not only tens or hundreds of people
being killed; the killings take place every day.

The people want freedom and independence

So what is it that this nation wants that it is ready to sacrifice rsany
lives for? You should listen to what the people are saying. The world has said
many things about this nation, but it hésnlistened to the people. Come and
listen to the people themselves, ask them what they want, ask them why they
are raising sth a hue and cry. This nation has been given freedom so why
are the people shouting? This nation has been taken to the threshold of a
great civilizatio® yet still they shout. They are crying out because of this
great civilization. Are they shouting tha the Skh is creating a great
civilization and they do not want it? Are they shouting that he is giving them
freedom and creating nfree me n and free w0
Or are they caling out for freedom, independence, an Islamic goeetn a
just government, for a leader who is at least not a thief, for a government
which is not predacious, whose members do not take the wealth of the
Muslims abroad to buy things for themselves and their families. They are
asking them (the S$h and his regime) not to buy so many things from
abroad; they are teling them not to deposit the wealth of the people in
foreign banks in their own names. This nation is proclaiming that it wants

freedom, and t his gentl eman turnsen gauound
freedom! o | f he has gi,vian whah edo theyo wane® fred
What else do they want? Do all these killings constitute freedom? Is this a
government of reconciliation whi?c i this mbr ues

what he means by ¢enciliation then what will his war be?
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Necessity for Iranians living abroad to join the Islamic movement

You gentlemen who are living abroad at this time, you are duty bound to
unite  with your Iranian brothers. Their wuprising is not for themselvakne,
they have arisen for you too. You are their partners. Their success means
your success. Many of our young people cannot return home now because of
a word, just one word that they have spoken over here; perhaps during a Vvisit
by the Skbh they eyressed their concerns or demonstrated against him and
their names have now been added to the list so they cannot return.

The people want a government based on Islamjastice

These people, who have risen up, from sclobddren to  highschool
and uniersity students, are giving their lives. The people of the bazaar are
sacrificing their lives. The clergy are sacrificing their lives. They are all
being persecuted and they are all crying out. Every day there is a
demonstration and every day the criesf death to this man, death to the
Pahlav monarchy ring out. The people want the country to be in their own
hands, they want to administer it themselves. They have the youth, they have
the scientists, they have everything, but they are not allowed d¢o this. The
people want to remove this class who will not let their country progress, who
will not let their youth be educated properly. They want a government of
Islamic justice which will help the people, a government whose Ileaders will
put the needsof the people firstt They want a ruler who wil eat made of
barley bread because he is afraid that somewhere in his realm there s
someone wh o has t o eat bread i ke this
such a person, but we can find someone whonatlisteal from us at least.

Assisting the people of Iran

We are all duty bound to help our Iranian brothers as much as we can.
Explain your problems to as many of these Europeans that you meet as you
can; tell them what these Iranians who have risere @&aying; tell them what
their demands are. Whenever you come across an article in a newspaper or
magazine which runs contrary to the facts, voice your objections, tell the
person who wrote the article that he has not understood the matter correctly.
This will be effective. Try to inform at least ten Europeans or Americans of
the facts; try to make them understand just what our problems are; try to
make them see that because the Iranian people have risen in opposition it
does not mean that they arencivilized, it does not mean that they can no
longer be given freedom, that if they were given freedom they would set
everywhere aflame. No, you must make them understand that it is tha Sh
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and his regime that have inflamed the peppliney have cawsl them to shout
so. The people are shouting because of the fire they have had to enduune.
numbers are many in Europe, if each one of you could acquaint even ten
people with the facts, then a wave of public opinion would be created.

Necessity ofpropagating the multidimensional uprising of the Iranian people

Spread the word. Now that the Iranians are giving their lives, you ought
to give your voice at least; you ought to at least make people aware of the
truth. Do not simply sit at home under ethdelusion that because you are here
you can be comfortable. Do not simply listen to accounts of the killings in
Iran, expressing sorrow at news of the murders of eigleind teryearold
schoolgirls attacked in their schools. Go and tell your friendsd acolleagues
about these events. If you are able, write about them in the press over here.
Wherever you are speak out. If someone has written a report, which
contradicts the facts, confront him, tell him that he has not presented the true
facts, ask i why he is not doing so, complain to him, and God wiling an
even (greater wave of public support will come about. | can assure you that,
God willing, our nation will win, because this is a national uprising, it
involves all sections of society. Whenhig roaring flood of people begins to
move in one direction, no matter how weak they are, neither tanks nor
America can stop them.Thirty million people have begun to move. Only a
few hundred people have not joined the movement and they are the hireling
of the regime. This roaring flood of people is on the move now and neither
Russia nor America can stop it. This is a just act. This is the hand of God and
no one can stop it This is an obvious call for justice. A nation is calling out
for its free@m and no one can say they do not have that right. They are
human beings too. The situation is very difficult for the alhand his regime
now, but they cannot continue to confront such a just call with bayonets.
Martial law cannot be imposed forever. hi§ regime may not be able to
survive a day without martial law, but it cannot be in effect forever.

Create a wave of support

In any case you must explain the situation to these foreigners. Give your
friends the facts. If you attend schools over herggeak to the people who
attend with you and tell them what is really happening. Form groups,
gradually they will increase and you will become preachers and speakers,
teling the people about the problems of Iran. If you do this, a wave (of
public opinin) will come about which the reporters will not be able to
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counteract; then it will be the people here who stand up to the false
propaganda.

This is a service that we who are abroad can perform for the nation of
Islam. | beseech God the Blessed and aFed to assist you and to grant you
success. May He keep you safe from harm and protect yoMay you be
successful.
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Speech

Date: October 20, 1978 [Mehr 28, 1357 AHS /MQadah 17, 1398 AH]

Place: Neauphlele-ChateauParis, France

Subject: The divine uprising multidimensional interdependence the novel  dwelling
villagers

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents abroad

In the Name of Godthe Compassionate, the Merciful

An all-encompassing uprisingn the way of Islam involving all (the masses)

Whenever | meet those people who have relinquished all their desires,
who have sacrificed their children and have suffered great hardships in the
way of God, whenever | look upon those human faces, words e and a
great sense of humility overwhelms me. | feel that | have not performed any

service for the Iranian nation, which is now sacrificing everything it has in
the way of Islam, or for those fathers who have lost their childrenl have
not been ale to pay my debt to those people who have risen for God and |
can only ask forgiveness for my shortcomings from God, the ExaltedWe
are all His servants, we all submit to His will and we are all ready to sacrifice
our lives for His holy laws.

The Iranian people have risen today to revive Islam and Islamic laws.
Their uprising is unique in the history of Islam and Iran, for it is so -deep
rooted and fundamental. The dimensions of this uprising embrace all classes
of society; it is not an uprising, hich belongs exclusively to one particular
class. Previously, whenever there was an uprising or a movement, if it was
led by the clergy, the political groups were not involved, or if it was led by
political groups, other groups were not involved. If thenerchants of the
bazaar made demands, other groups were indifferent. Today however, by the
will of God, the Blessed and Exalted, all groups in Iran have come together:
political groups, the clergy, the merchants of the bazaar, schddten and
stucents of the higkschools and universities, all have risen and have set off
in one direction. They have one aim.

Independence, freedom, and the overthrowing of the Pahlaydynasty) are among the desires of
the people

This is an unprecedented event in stbry. They all ask for one thing,
they all raise their voices for freedom and independence. The first steps
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toward this freedom and independence is the abolition of this  wicked
dynasty, which from its inception has done nothing but harm to Islam and
Iran. Now, when the small children leave their schools and young people
leave their universities, their chant as they walk through the streets on their
way home i s ADeaat b Thi stheni $ly of pur pose
about in Iran now and which haspermeated every section of society is not
something that the hand of man can create; this has been brought about by
the hidden hand of God and for this reason we should be optimistic. | myself
am optimistic that this society, which is surging forwardkel a flood, will
extirpate anything that stands in its way. h&tever power [cannot stand
against] the power of the nation; hen a nation has risen and its demands are
just and are recognized as being just by all human societies then no power
can withsand the power of the people. Others will ask you why you have
gone on strike, why you are sacrificing your youth, why your clergy are
being imprisoned and sent into exile, why your politicians are being arrested
and imprisoned and the merchants of youpazaars persecuted and tortured.
They will ask you what it is that you seek that makes you shout so. The

peopl e wi || repl y: i We do not want t o be
we want our own country to be in our own hands, we want to adminigter i
oursel ves; we want freedom. 0 But they do n
the Skh gives, for that is only good for himself and his family. His kind of
freedom i S i ke t he Aireconciliationo of h
nothing but bloodshed, imprisonment and persecutionl The people have all
joined hands and ar e shouting wi t h a sing

i ndependence. 0

A parasitic army
n We do not want t he Americans to admi ni
want our army to be wunder thesupervision of American advisers, we do not
want them to create a parasitic army, an army which is fed from the wealth of
ran but which, under the supervision and training of American advisers,

wor ks for America. 0 However , gstare sand iwe see n f a
that the Shh 6 s ar my i s such an ahr mmself, heo was at
installed by the Allies; he himself saidiiThe Allies felt it was fitting that |

shoul d ascend t he thronel! 0 Hi s father too

British, as they admitted in a broadcast oveRadio Delhi at the time of the
Second World Wat, fiwe brought Ria Sheh into power he has proven

! The World War Il of Shafivar 1320 AHS [September 1941].
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himself to be treacherous and we removed .bimThey carried him off to the
island of Mauritius and then sent him to Hel

Imperialist culture

When one looks at the -culture of Iran, one sees that it is an imperialist
culture that is, a culture imposed on us by the imperialists. Theah Skthose
an apt title for his book Mission for My Country for he indeed had a
i mii @9, 0O a mi ssi on t hat t he Ameri cans had
destroy the country and ruin the Iranian youth, to keep the country in a state
of backwardness so it does not progress, so that the youth does not develop

into people who would standu p t o Ameri ca and ask t he

want from us ?o0 How many year s have we
seventy years since the founding of the arD alFunun schoof How many
years have we had universities? Yet when theahShor his child needs a
tonsillectomy, doctors have to be brought from America or somewhere else
to perform the operation. Other people too, if they fall il and have the means
to go abroad for treatment, they do so. This shows that we do not have
[universitie$; if we did, then our own doctors would be able to treat the
people. When they want to erect a building, build a dam, make a road or even
asphalt a road, experts have to be brought in from abroad. If we have our
own experts, then why does the a8h bring them in from almad? If we have

our own experts and he does not employ them, then he is betraying the
people by not giving them jobs. If we ourselves do not have the expertise,
then he is still being treacherous, he s still betraying our people because after
all thee vyears whenever we want to construct a building or a dam, or
something else, still we have to bring in experts from abroad, from Europe or
America.

Strong economic ties
Wherever you look, you see that there is something wrong. The economy
is in ruirs. According to experts, agricultural production in Iran now is only

! The British transported Ba Khan first to Mauritius, an island in the Indian Ocean situated
about 850 kilometers east of Madagascar to the seash of  Africa, and then to
Johannesburg, South Africa where he died on July 26, 1944.
2 Mission for My Country the ghoswritten autobiography of the @h that appeared in a
number of languages in 196

I n 1848, t he countryos first s e ¢ Déra al-Funimi [@\tode it h o o |
Learning]. The Dar al-Funun, whose students were mostly sons of the aristocracy, offered
classes in  foreign languages, political science, engineering, uligre; mineralogy, medicine,
veterinary medicine, military sciences, and band music.
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sufficient to meet the needs of the nation for thinsee days of the year;
foodstuffs have to be imported from abroad to satisfy demand for the
remaining eleven months, as is beingdone now. The result of the
gentl emanoés AnLand Ref orm Progr amo was t
market for America, so that the Americans could sell us all the things that
they usually throw away! They are taking our oil now in such a way that in
thirty year so ti me, acampr ckserves  witl o havet hren  dr@.h
However, this is not the casethe reserves will not have run dry, and they
will have exhausted them. They are extracting our oil now and sending it to
America through huge pipes the eizof a room, some of them are even the
size of a human being or greaer In return, the Americans sell us the arms
that they want for their military bases which they have set up in lIran to
confront the Soviet Union. They should give (money) to Iran ieturn for
being allowed to set up bases in the country. Of course, the Americans
should not have been allowed to do this in the first place, but now that this
act of treachery has been committed and they have been given the
permission, then we should eaeive something in return; instead they take our
oil and then build bases for themselves. TheahShgives them our oil and then
uses the oil revenues to establish military bases for the Americans or to buy
expensive  weapondywhich is of no use to @from them and other
countries such as France. They take our oil and in return, they sell us
airplanes  worth  three hundred and fifty milion or five hundred and fifty
million dollars!

Irreparable damages to Iran

This person, who is worse than his fatherd his father was worse than
Shimr'd has  damaged everything in the country from religion to the
economy, to social, cultural and military matters. He is a traitor. Our nation is
now saying fideat h t o t his monarchy, t o
peope are saying that they do not want this perfidious monarchy. Since its
very inception, this monarchy has been a treacherous monarchy; its monarchs
were all traitors. Even those who, because of the propaganda made about
them, were reputed to be good antbr whose souls prayers are said were
actually vile and wicked. However, these Pahlavmonarchs have been the
worst of them all.

Our call is that we want a government, which is sympathetaward the
nation. We want a regime, which is just. If we examninthe nature of all

L shimr: the Umayyad general who martyredatmHusayn &) during the battle at Karbzl
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regimes, we see that, apart from an Islamic regim@n Islamic government,
none of them has been just; they have all served their own interests.
However, there is one group, which consists of those governments, which act
with  modeation and temperance, and another which are extremist and
excessive. Our country isamong those which are ruled by extremists who
want to destroy their homelands very fast and aggressivelf! this man
remains in power, God forbid; if this sinister andecadent regime remains in
place; if this ruling body which has governed us for all these years stays with
us, then there will be nothing left for our future generations apart from

poverty. Thi s i S because they ar e gi ving
exhausting i ts reserves; t hey ar e gi ving tf
and exhausting supplies. Our pasturelands and forests have been given away

to this country and that and are now ruined. Our agrarian economy is now in

such a state that itcannot meet the needs of this nation. In thirty y&atsne

this country will have no sources of wealth. If this regime remains in power,

all your sources of wealth will be annihilated. We are shouting, the clergy are
shouting, the politicians and thl®os who care about the country, are shouting

for them to leave the country so that it will remain for the next generation, so

that future generations will be able to live there. Within a century or even
thirty year so ti me, i f t Wi ablee i Ime in rtesmai ns ,
country because everything will have been destroyed.

The best servant of the East and West

In one of his interviews, the & sai d, inlf I am t o go,
country into a heap of dust that dhe gtilb .rides Never
he has destroyed everything, he has not left us anythi@f course, the
Americans have to hel p hi m, t hey have t o

find a servant better than him, one who offers them all the wealth of the
country and hilds bases for them with the money he receives in réturn.

What better servant than this could they want? Of course, he (Carter) must

say that the Sih has given his people freedom and has created a progressive
country. According t o freddom  co@prises e rald s thesel o gi ¢,
killings which are occurring every day now in Iran and all the crimes,
savagery and repression the ash practices represent efforts to find
progressive solutions for social problems. Yes, what he does is very good for

Mr. Carter. It works to his benefit. The oil of the East, especially that of Iran

and Hijaz, is very profitable for the foreigners of course Carter must

! The oil goes into their pockets and in return for the oil, bases are butieforhere.
65



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

announce his support for him. The Soviet Union too must announce its
support, because they are taking h e countryads gas. They
protect.

Now the voice of the people has been raised, they are saying that they
want their resources to be recovered sensibly and correctly and to be sold in a
proper way. They do not want to put this oil tan their pockets or to eat it
they want it to be sold, but they do not want it to be plundered. They want to
sell their oil to whichever country will give them the better price for it, and
they want money in exchange; they want currency for it not pscraetal, not
airplanes which are of no use to them. They are saying that they want money
so they can spend it on this nafiothis nation that does not even have
running water.

Hovel-dwelling villagers
Ignore the northern section of Tehran where theyaveh put things in

order go take a look at other areagyjo look at the tents and the hovels that
some people live in. Go and see what kind of lives they have in this city
which is the centre of this great civilization. Go one day and
arourd and spend Ins sameranymaréas of Tehran now, shantytowns
have been created the best houses of which are those which people have built
for themselves and their families out of mud. Why have the people come and

settled here? They have come here chau s e of t he Al and refor

implemented the land reform program, the people could not remain in their
own villages. Everything there was turned upside down and they had to
leave. They swarmed into the cities; most of them went to Tehran aow
these poor people have to endure a very unpleasant and difficult life there.
Those who have migrated to the cities are not all young people, they are not
able to earn money by carrying things around for people, and they cannot
simply get hold of acart and work as street vendors. Most of them are old
men and women, and most of them are fral and poor and they are now living
in these hovels. People have written teling me about these problems, (I had
noted down all that they said, but | do not dathe notes with me now and |
cannot remember all the particulars). They told me that there are thirty areas
or more in Tehran where these shatawns have been set up, some of them
are situated near the shrine oHadrat Abd alAzim' and some are evento

be found in the northern sections of the city. These places are full of these
poor migrants, people who, because of the land reforms, had to move there

1 Abd alAzim Hasaii: a learned and pious descendant airintdasan &) whose shrine is located in ShaRey, in the south
of Tehran.
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and now have to suffer a povesdiricken life. They have no water, no
electricity, and no lives They have nothing! Not only do they not have
electricity, other districts of Tehran do not either, every day a few areas of
Tehran are plunged into darkness because of the shortage of electricity. Some
of these poor migrants live in pits, in very dedmles, in dwellings you reach

by going down scores of steps into the ground. In order to obtain water they
have to take their jugs and climb up those steps until they reach a water tap.
This is the life that they have made for them.

Poverty and destuction in the midst of an ocean of oil wealth

The people from a vilage not too far away from Tehran, who are in
touch with me, have written asking for permission to use some of the money
from the charitable funds to help them build a water storage taok that they
can collect the rainwater because the nearest water storage tank is about five
kilometers from their village. Do not be deceived by these cars that you see
in Tehran which are owned by only a small portion of the population, those
who own them are either working for the regime or are doing well for
themselves, they do not give a true picture of the state of the country. Go
look at the other cities of Iran; go to the areas of Tehran where people live in
hovels, go and see the true sitom of this nation, a nation that has so much
natural wealth. The money from the oil should be used for the people. If we
had an honest government which sold the oil in a proper way and spent the
revenues from it on the people, then this nation woulsk e in the state it is
today. This is why we are shouting. We ask why one group of people has to
live in such poverty while another grougas to spend five million dollars just

for decorating their villas. | have received correspondence teling met tha
five million dollars has been spent on plants and flowers for the garden of the
vila of the Slkah & s sister. Wher e did s hda Shapetad t hi
not hing when he enacted hi s coup do®t at ,

the people by mes of force and Ilater just a small portion of it was given
back. Their wealth comes from the people. How is this Pahld&oundation

admini stered? It i s run wi t h t he @ aotli onods

and its other sources of wealth; they plundéhis nation so that they can live
like this while others live in poverty. We are shouting that we should not be
plundered in this way that this regime must be replaced. We shall continue
shouting until our last breath, and when we have no breath igéll then we
have an excuse before God, the Blessed and Exalted.
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The mission of exposition and enlightenment

Gentlemen, you too have a responsibility which you must shoulder. You
must speak out, for the interests of a nation and Islam are involved. héou
have a responsibility to propagate as much as you can against the ruling
regime in Iran, and this means exposing the truth and realities of Iran. Let
those around you know what is happening to your people. Tell them what is
taking place in the universities, in the colleges, in the schools even. They
have killed little girl s, t hi-sand yeghtyearold t 6 s
girls. Tell them what goes on in the prisons of Iran, in Iran itself, which is a
prison. Tell these facts tohdse you are acquainted with over here, those you
attend school with and to those you meet at the gatherings which you attend.
If each one of you tells twenty people or even ten people about the realities in
Iran, then a wave of public opinion will bdormed and your actions will have
been a service to the people who are giving their lives and doing you a
service. You must propagate the facts, you must speak out. If you are able,
get your views published in the press here, give interviews, and let phople
know what you have to say. You are not in the same situation as | am, |
cannot give interviews, but you can, so speak out.

| ask God, the Blessed and Exalted, to grant all of you peace and good
health. | hope and pray that God, the Blessed aBcalted gives you all good
health and | hope that if He wills, this roaring flood of people in Iran which is
moving in one direction and which in my opinion has been brought about by
the hand of Godlfor such a phenomenon cannot be created by Oméh
sweep away this profligate regime and your country will become your own
for you to administer yourselves. (The audience say%¥sod willingd). May
God grant you success and assist ydu.apologize that my state of health does
not permit me to sit here ohger and speak to you furthetMay God preserve
you.
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Speech

Date: October 21, 1978Vehr 29, 1357 AHS / Dll-Qadah 18, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The multifarious interference of America in the internal affafrean
Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents abroad

In the Name of God, th€ompassionate, the Merciful

Carter and the Shah

I n Carterds opi ni on this aggressive de ma

opposition has arisen left and right; andie still maintains that he has no

intention of interfering i n Il rands i ntern:

before that he (&) has established a progressive society in Iran. Carter has
made three statements: one is that theahShhas moved quickly ah decisively

to establish democratic principles in Iran and this, he says, has been the cause
of opposition from the leftists and the conservatives; another is that theh Sh
has formed a progressive society in Iran; and in the third statement he once
again repeats that he has no intention of interfering in the internal affairs of
Iran. Now the Iranians themselves must study these remarks and decide
whether they have been made for them, for a Western audience, for the
American people or for people amother planet!

Well, let us look at his first statement that the a®%h has moved
aggressively to establish democratic principles in Iran. Has the situation in
the country changed from the time that he opened his eyes in his cradle to an
Iran ruled by s father to the time that he himself, upon the orders of the
foreigners and  Allies, assumed power and began his rule? Does this
democracy which he has moved aggressively to implement, or this freedom

t hat he has granted t he pye dpl @ ncA cwdiec k layl |

deeds that he has perpetrated throughout his reign?

Which of the many Parliaments, the National Consultative Assembly, as
they call it, and the Senate, that have come into existence throughout the
whole Pahlav erad and | have witessed events from the inception of the
Pahlav ruled have been selected by the people, as is their right, to determine
their destiny? When have the people ever voted in a free and fair
referendum? During which of these two Pahlaweriods, and especigll this
most recent period when this man has moved quickly to establish democracy,

have t he me mber s of Parl i ament truly repr
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case that they are ordered into Parliament? The people believe that it is the
Sheh who gives th orders as to who should enter Parliament, but the reality
is that the foreigners give the orders. They give a list of the names of those
they want to enter Parliamentt The &h has said himself on several
occasions that although this practice is nobsayved now; it was at one time
that the embassies provided a list of the names of their chosen delegates, that
is those who served them not the people, and he had to oblige them! But now
of course the Sin claims that we are no longer subservient toy apower. It

is the indisputable right of the people to be able to vote freely and to send the
delegate of their choice to Parliament, a right which all the world recognizes
and which forms the basis of democracy. The destiny of a nation lies in the
hards of the representatives in Parliament, and the people themselves should
be able to determine their own destiny, indeed the constitutional law has
given this right to the people. From the time that the presensh Shssumed
power, or rather was broughtto power, to the present day, has this
democracy of his, which according to Carter he implemented aggressively,
ever granted the people this indisputable, manifest right of theirs? Have we
ever had a representative in the Parliament who truly repesserthe people?
You can go to any city in Iran and ask the person there who the person is
who represents them in Parliament, what kind of a person he is. It is a well
known fact that most of the people in Iran do not even know who represents
them in Pdiament! This nation should determine its own fate, should
appoint its own representatives, but most of the people do not know who is

representing t hemé Wh e n you t el l t hem t hei

them! This aggressive democrécy has robbed 2] nation of their
indisputable, manifest right!

Deprivation of freedom

Try to find even one city where the people voted freely for their
representatives! Take Tehran for example, this is the capital, the political hub
of the country, if there is frelem then surely it is to be found there. But none
of these Tehran delegates has reached Parliament through the free voting of
the people. This is no secret, it is a walbwn fact. So who is Mr. Carter
making these remarks for? The people on the plan@piter who know
nothing about this world, or for the people on this planet? If he is speaking
for the latter t h en wher e i n t he worl d i snodt it
and democracy in Ira) Which one of the world newspapers is not
informed of this? Yes, perhaps many of them write in support of Mr. Carter
and say that democracy and freedom do exist in the country, that the people
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have selected their delegates through their votes, but they are aware that this
is not true, just as Mr. Camt is. Mr. Carter knows what kind of a person this
Sheh is. He knows only too well what kind of person has been given the
mission; he knows the problems the people have to face.

Press censorship

This covered one aspect of freedom and democracy: the spindble
right of the people to vote. Now @Bt take a look at another: freedom of the
press. Whatever the newspapers of Iran wrote, they did so on the orders of

AnHi s | mper i aAryameMaj; st yt hey never voi ced t he
people; they simply sang the praises of the &h The press now says that
t hey wer e never free! Even t he regi meds 0\

have never been free to write what they wanted. They are not allowed to be
free even now. Throughout the vyears of his réigre are not concerned with
that of his father here, which was either worse than this or just the dsame
when has he ever allowed freedom of the press? Which one of the
newspapers that Iran has had from the very beginning of his reign, when the
Allies bestaved the monarchy wupon him and imposed him on the Iranian
nation, has been free and it was His Imperial Majesty who made it free? He
says that now he has granted freedom of the press, but what about a vyear
ago? If now he says he has made it free, thervioobly we did not have
freedom of the press a year ago.

Confession of lack of freedom

So he is a crimnal he 6 s a traitor . Even according
this man who wants to make him appear innocent and exempt from ;blémme
is a traitor! Carter says that the &h has now moved aggressively to
implement democracy and this is the source of opposition to him. But he has
only recently decided to grant the nation this quick, decisive democracy, as

the Slah hi mself sai d: AWedomanto ttohegrmatti ohr 6
stand up and ask hi m: i Wh o ar e y o Now t o gr .
you want to grant & their freedom that is guaranted by the Constitutioh

t o t hem?! Wh o ar e you to gr ant yod rskoald o m? 0

never have ruled. Even if we suppose that your rule is legal, all the time that
you have sat on your usurped throne, you have governed, never was any
government in the country empowered to do anything. You did it all. Thus
the responsibility for all t crimes lies on your shoulders. Carter says that he
has now granted freedom to the people and implemented an aggressive
democracy; this means that freedom and democracy did not exist previously
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and the country was administered through force. This ins itself a crime and
according to the Ilaw the person who bears all the responsibility, theh, Sh
should be tried before the people. He should not be allowed to escape; he
should be grabbed and put on trial for all the bloodshed he has caused and for
depriving the people of their freedom. He should be made to answer for his
crimes.

The stifled massmedia

The newspapers in the country then were never free and neither were the
radio and television, the two other mediums wused for propaganda purposes.
These two organs were never allowed to speak the truth either. When the
Sheh violates the law, when he murders the people, can they say that the
Sheh has done this? When have the media dared to say that tlab 8ives
the commands. Even now they say tthat is the government which is
responsible, or it is the fault of the police or due to martial law. This is all
nonsense. It i s t his manoés faul t. Even i
The pol i ce ar e not concerned onsabtheyt are t he |<
ordered to stop them. They all say they are just carrying out orders. Those we
spoke to after the attack on the BHgyah Madrasah in Qum, when the
students were beaten and some even Kkilledid us that the attack was carried
out on the orders of His Imperial Majesfy even the police in Qum said this.
And this was the truth he ordered the attack and up until the present day all
the atrocities that have been perpetrated in this country have been done so on
the orders of His Imperial Majestyd No one else is responsible other than
him. This relates to his radio and television; these are instances of his
propaganda.

Carterods |l ogic
Carter says that the &m has gi ven t he peopl e a figu
Agui ck democr acy! dhe peeple koa snuchg freedom now that they

have had enough and are shouting out against it because his democracy has
been so quick! Everyone is complaining to the agh their argument being

that he wants to grant freedom and they are opposed to thig, doe not want

itt What these people really mean when they take to the streets and call for
Afreedom and independenceo i s that t hey

! Faydiyyah Madrasah founded in Safavid times, has acquired particular fame among the teaching instituti@omi
because of the role it has played in the Islamic movement. Closed down in 1975 bgthie §h r e gi me , it was ce
reopened after the triumph of the Revolution.
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independence! The &mh wants to give them freedom and independence but

they are shouting that itis not what they want! They are showing their
opposition in this way! This interpretation issues from what we read in the
newspapers. Carter has said that because theh Shas moved aggressively to

establish democratic principles this has been the ceourof much opposition

to him from all the people. Because he has granted freedom now the different
political groups and the various factions are opposed to it and are asking:

i Why have you granted us freedom?! 0 The p e
them freedom! This is Cartérs logic concerning the freedom, which the aBh

has given the nation.

Land reforms and the destruction of agriculture

Now, what about this progressive country he has created, this progressive
attitude he has toward social problem?! Mr. Carter claims that the &h has
set his country on the road to progress and that this has been another source
of opposition to him; that this has always been a source of opposition to him!
Mr . Carteros understanding odems ttch ebe totallg ni n g
different from ours. Otherwise, how can a country in which everything has
been destroyed be described as progressive? Wherever you look in the
country you can see what the a@h has brought about by the tenets of this
White Revolutiod of his, as he calls it. According to him, his White
Revolution has destroyed the feudal relationship, which existed between the
landlord and the peasant, indeed he says landlords and peasants no longer
existt There are, as he has repeated on numeragsasions, only villagers
and free men and free women! But in fact these Vvillagers, these poor people
are those who have lost all their means of livelihood (because of this White
Revolution). These Al and ref or mso have co
agriculture.  You no longer have agriculture in  your country. Agricultural
production in the country is now only sufficient to meet the needs of the
nation for thirtythree days of the vyear; food has to be imported from abroad
to satisfythedemand fothe rest of the year.

! White Revolution: a pilot plan forwarded by John. F. Kennedy, which was given the

deceptive publicity for implementation of social reforms in underdeveloped countries.
Muhammad Rida Shah put t he pl an into effect and it was n
The most serious damage that resulted from the implementation of the plan thats the

agricultural  sector of the country became absolutely incapable of meeting the domestic

demand for foodstuff. Naturally, the country was made fully dependent on imports from the

West, especially from the US.
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The White Revolution Cor ps, agents of perversion

As for these other institutions that he has set up, the Literacy C€orps,
I-do notknowwhat corps, the Religious Corps, the people know why they
have been created, they know hyv this Literacy Corps has been sent into the
rural areas: to sing the praises of the athto spread falsehoods, to keep the
people backward, to make the people believe that they should all obey the
Shah and t hat nt he command of theG8l@h 0 armd e t oene
and the same. Everything that this man has done in the country has driven it
further and further into a state of backwardness. He does not allow a virtuous
person to exist in our country, he is afraid of true human beings, he is afraid
that if a virtuous person is found he wil stand up to him and his regime and
ask them why they are doing these things. This is why they do not let the
people select their own representatives because they know that the elected
representatives would &td up to them and question what they do in the
country. They know that elected representatives would not let the
government do just whatever it wanted, they would interpolate. They would
not let the Skh do whatever he wanted, they would stop him, theyould
object, they would ask him to explain. So obviously he won't allow the
people to send their own representatives to the Parliament.

Americabs influence in all affairs of the countr
Where is this progressive country, this progressive society that do not

know about, that we have not been told about? Where has he caused this

country to prosper? He has turned this country into nothing other than a base

for others; he has allowed others to dominate us. America is now involved in

all aspects of wor l' i ves. | s this what you call a

first sign of progress in a country lies in its independence, in it being able to

stand on its own feet. Is our country independeniRmericd dictates to us

from one direction and [the Soviet Union] from the other. America digs its

claws deep into the depths of our oil wells while the Soviet Union does the

same to our gas supplies. In what way is this country progressive? Which one

of our universities is progressive? Where is our cultureogmaessive? Do we

! The Literacy Corps (the heading ofhe sixth tenet of the ®h 6 s Whit e Revolution)

up ostensibly to combat illiteracy in the countryside. However, the books and teaching
methods used by the  higichool graduates in  the corps accomplished little more than
spreading praegime prpaganda and introducing ideas aimed at destroying whatever
remai ned of t he villagersbd religious beliefs. After

than seventy percent of the rural population remained illiterate.
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have a progressive army? Can an army which is wunder the command of
American advisers be called our army?

According to the way Carter thinks, surrendering everything the country
has to him represents progress! Of course, Carter, who ars oildevourer,
must say that the country has progressed. He wants the hal is devouring
our oil; of coursehe must say such things.

Carterds influence in |lran

Now |l et 6s mo v e on to Carteros third rema
remarks demand more  explanation than this, but you vyourselves know
enough about these matters and so it is not called for here. His third remark
was that America has no intention of interfering in the affairs of Iran. So, Mr.
Carter, you claim you have no intentionf adnterfering? In what have you not
interfered? What are your military advisers doing in  our army? Why have
they come here? To do what? Who has set up these bases in the mountains of
Iran? For whom have they been set up? Does this not constitute ramnede
in the affairs of our country? Are not these remarks of yours in themselves a
form of interference? Is it not you who oblige the as$hto destroy the country
in this manner? Do you not interfere in the affairs of the country at all? The
Sheh himsdf has said that lists of names were given to the regime. Of course,

now he cl ai ms t hat this practice does not
even now these lists are sent to the regime. Even now the parliamentary
delegates are[selectefl from their list s . il wi || not interfere
about a country in which the people are aware of their situation; they know
what i s being done t o their country and w
interferel!d Wh y i s he s ayi neg lIraniahsa know hthat won ' t

he interferes, the wortd media know that Mr. Carter, and whoever becomes
president in America, will interfere in the affairs of our country and prevent
us from standing on our own two feet.

Unfounded freedom, alleged progress

We have no independencewe are not free the people are in no way free
and the press is still not free. Martial law does not allow the press to speak
out. Why do not these newspapers, that now claim to enjoy freedom, write
about what the S is doing? If you look at all the newspapers, there is not
one word written therein which says that the person perpetrating all these
crimes is the Sih himself. [He i the one who has committed these crimes
from the beginning of his rule until the present tim&he day that the pillars
of this regime crumble, the press will speak out, but for now they are not
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brave enough because now the country is wunder the control of rentjal
which  will either close down the newspaper that speaks out or execute its
emgoyees.

How can you claim t hat there i S freedom
say that this opposition has come about because theh Shkishes to give the
people freedom and set the country on the road to progress. Is Carter really
saying that all tlg uproar the people are creating in the streets, all their cries
of protest, are because the aBh wants to give them freedom and they do not
want it! What a ridiculous statement to be made by anyone, let alone the
President of a country! They have weitt about this in the newspapers and
no one remarks on its absurdity. It appears that these are simply idle remarks,
because everyone knows about the situation in Iran.

The countryds problems stem from the superpower s
All our problems are caused by theedds of these nations, the heads of

these governments. All these disasters, which occur in Iran and in Eastern

countries, are brought about by the heads of thesecalml superpowers.

These powerful countries seek to dominate the weaker nations amd them

of their natural wealth meaning that the weak should work and surrender to

the powerful. They devour their oil while the weak nation goes hungry; they

exhaust their mines while the people go hungry; the people live on these

large oil deposits et they go hungry. This is the logic of these great

fisuperpower so such as t he Sovi et Uni on and

how they want it to be, but we do not want it to be like this.

lllegal agreements

Our first step must be to change the preserntuatton in Iran. The Sih,
the government, the ministers and the representatives have all been imposed
on this nation, the people did not select their representatives; the members of
the Senate have not been appointed by the people to the extent Hhbgt t
should have been. When the Parliament has been appointed without the vote
and consent of the people, then it is not legal because according to the
constitutional law, the Parliament should be voted for by the people. If the
Parliament is illegal #n the ministers that are appointed, the Prime Minister
who is appointed, are also illegal, and all the agreements that they sign with
other countries, no matter what kind of agreements they are, be they oil or
arms agreements, are null and void. All ofhis is against the constitution
because it is against the law
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Speech

Date: October 21, 1978 [Mehr 29, 1357 AHS /Qadah 18, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Ameri cadés miasion for the Sh
Addressees: A group of Iraman students and residents abroad

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

The enemy of Islam and humanity

The Sth is the bloodthirsty enemy of us all; he is not only my enemy.
May God preserve the nation. May God repel this bloodthirsgnemy this
enemy who is the enemy of the existence of this country; the enemy of the
existence of Islam and the Muslims. Only a few days ago some of trah Sk
agents murdered seven or eightyearold children, schoolboys and
schoolgirls. He is not oml my enemy; he is the enemy of us all; he is the
enemy of humanity; he is the enemy of honor. You should all join hands
together. Those of us who are outside the country have a duty to raise our
voices in support of the people in Iran who stand uniteghingt him, and will
continue to do so wuntil, God wiling, this enemy is destroyed. The régime
destruction is imminent, the bluster and ggdrification of the past is over
now, but we should not be neglectful, those of us who are abroad should not
be heedless of the situation of our brothers in the country. We have a duty, a
moral and a religious duty to help them to the best of our ability., We must
propagate their cause in whatever way we can; if we are able to get
statements published in the ewspapers then we must do so. We must do
whatever we can.

Shah, the American agent

The people of Iran today are suffering at the hands of this mbie. has a
mission to crush (them) and to prevent the interests of the foreigners from
being destroyed. &l i s an agent . He has a mi ssi on
supplies so that nothing is left for the people. This is the main reason why he

! The beginning of the Iamd sspeech in response to the feelings and slogans of the University
students and those pr e s & n Khomeinh anay sAfiabh u presdrve fydd.h dDeethi n
death to your blood thirsty enemy. o

2 Shah.
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was brought to power. He says that he has a mission for his cbuming this
is indeed the truth! He hasa fimi s si on for my country, o
gave to him: to take the country to the brink of qestence! He has the
mission to give all our oil to the Americans and in return buy scrap metal
from them, a deal which benefits only them. These arms hwhiare now
being bought are of no use to Iran, they are arms that the Americans want to
have here so that if a war breaks out between America and Rudera
example, they have all the weapons they need in one place. lIran is one of
their bases, which #dy want armed. They take our oil and in return they
bring arms here for themselves. They set up military installations for
themselves in Iran to be wused should war break out. Do not suppose that they
give us arms in return for oil. What good are weapotimt we cannot use?
These are weapons which no one in Iran can use. These are weapons that
t hey themsel ves want t o bring her e, even
would  still have  brought these weapons here and would  still have
strengthened their bases because they fear that one day Russia may attack
them. So what better than to take our oil and in exchange, under the pretext
of doing us a favor, build their bases! They build bases for themselves in Iran
that is what we get in return for out.o

And such great amounts of oil they take! Some people who went to the
oil fields said that the pipes through which they are taking the oil are so large
that a man can easily walk into them! This was the case a while ago, perhaps
by now they are eve bigger! In only a few minutes the oil tankers are filled
with oil and leave. This is the oil that was supposed to be used for running
this country till the end of its days. But now the a$hsays that it will finish
i n thirty year so t thame this I|Hrge raserwe, whichy should
nourish this generation, sustain and make this country prosperous, will finish
i n thirty year so ti me. Wh o i S finishing
finishing this oil He is finishing it. The S#h is depleting thes abundant,
Godgiven reserves and what does this nation get in return for their 0il?
Arms! Why does he buy so many arms? Can he fight Russia? Can he fight
America? The guns that he has now are sufficient for crushing the people of
his country; he dae not need to bring in more from America. The guns he
has are enough to «crush our merchants, our young people, our university
students, our girls, our boys, our women and our men. What are those huge
pieces of equipment that are coming into the couniry return for the large

amount s of oi |, whi ch go out é, i s our coun

Yitreferstothe Sth 6 s r e p oMissiendor My Gaurhtry
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them? So they take our oil and they take the profit from it also. They take our
oil and then they take back the money they pay for it and use it tld bhsses
for themselves.

National or Royal?!

We are not fully aware of what this regime is doing to this country; we
do not have all the information. If, God willing, this man goes, then those
people, who do know what is truly happening, who know thealittes of Iran
and are aware of the acts of treachery this man has perpetrated, will be able
to speak out. But for the moment we do not have all the information.
However, even the slight amount we do have shows us that he has destroyed
the agricultu e of Il ran through hi s Al and ref or ms.
has any agriculture left for itself? He has destroyed it. And then the regime
boasts about how much it has imported from abroad! This is laughable really.
These boasts in a country, whichsed to export such commodities as wheat,
barley and other items, are truly ridiculous. The situation should be Ilamented
not lauded. Who has destroyed this great agrarian economy of I&n? one
time the needs of the whole country were met by the prodatejust one of
its provinces. Now we are reduced to depending on the outside world for all
our essential needs. They have completely destroyed animal husbandry in the
country. They have Anationalized, O as t hey
animals gr aze. But what they me an by Anati onal
to the Shh; he sees only himself and his family as comprising the nation! So
when they say something has been nationalized, they mean it now belongs to
them! The nation comprises of onone else. No one else matters. What is the
nation? Just a group of ordinary people, merchants and people from the
university. What use are they? The nation is theahShand his gang! They
have nationalized the pasturelands and the forests, but theitionalization
serves only their own interests. They have prevented the farmers from
grazing their animals on the pastures, so these farmers in turn have lost
everything. They di dnot all ow t he peopl e t
they sold the fasts to this place and that and took the profit for themselves.
However, we still do not know about everything that they do.

Land reforms program and its consequence

We know about the agriculture of Iran because we can see what has
happened to it Bce he implemented his land reform program. Our agrarian
economy has been completely ruined. One way in which these land reforms
have proved detrimental to our country is that we have now become a market
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for America. We are now forced to import wheatrorh America; the Iranian
people now have to give their money to import a commodity that they once
produced themselves, a commodity from which they should be deriving
profit. And the same goes for everything else, they even say that eggs are
brought infrom Israel.

Another way in which the Iland reform program has proved detrimental is
that it has displaced the Vvillagers. As a result of the reforms, the Vvillagers
could no longer remain in their villages and so they migrated to Tehran and
other cities People have written to me teling me that there are twenty or
thirty areas around Tehran!| cannot remember the exact number buhese
poor migrants have set up tents or some other doraf shelter for themselves
in pits, in large holes in the groundJust imagine two hundred, three hundred,
five hundred tents where they live with their children and elderly relatives.
And this is happening in Tehran, the capital of a country on the threshold of
a great civilizatiord Not only do they not have eleity, they have no
water, there is no asphalt on the roads, and they have to take their jugs and
climb up scores of steps out of this pit until they reach a water tap where they
fill their jugs and climb down again. Picture some poor woman in the eniddl
of the biting winter of Tehran climbing up and down those steps to fetch a
jugful of water for her children. God only knows how many times she
stumbles, how much trouble she has to go through, and this is not only in one
area, there are forty or fift more like this around Tehranl have received
reports of t he areas wher e peopl e have | e
ref or mso and t he fall of agriculture. They
into Tehran and maybe other cities as well. Thépave taken refuge in Tehran
so that can make a living. This is the situation of these people in a capital
where the places are so grand!

Five million dollars are spent on floral decorationwhile villagers are living in hovels
This is the kind of life hat they have while the relatives of this man live

as they do. Only a few days ago | read somewhere that one of tlah 63h
sisters had spent a few mil |l ion dol | ar s
remember exactly where, but what | do recall is that shentspfive million

dollars just on flowers and plants for decorating the garden of kék. Five

mil |l ion dol I ar s! I t 6 he bationo mak orie mdifgstyla a and o n .

they have another. How did this come about? On the one, hitndcame about

! Ashraf Pahlai
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bec ause t he Ameri cans ordered him t o: nCar |
market for our goods, for we owvproduce and we throw the surplus into the
sea, but i nstead we 0| | sel | it to y ou and

hand because if some small meunt of the oil money is left after the
Americans have taken all that they want, theafShand his gang grab it and
spend it on their enjoyment.

America, the main criminal

We say that this situation should be changed. This is what anyone would
say. Ay human being would say this. Our country is in such a troubled
situation because of this man and the people have suffered so under his rule
as they did under that of his father before him. Now we say this state of
affairs has to change. Nothing elsale say that this regime has betrayed this
country. Even now treason is being committed. We must sever the hands of
the traitors from this land. We say that it is America who has perpetrated the
greatest act of treachery against our country. It is Araerithat we now
confront; the others are merely the leaves and branches. Trhah 8h one of
the branches of Americahe is only a servanthe has to do whatever they tell
him. We say that America too must go, for it is the trunk. These branches
take the wealth of the people they are uselessThey are traitors they have to
go too. The country belongs to us and we want to administer it ourselves.
What has it got to do with America if we do not progress? It is ridiculous.

Carter,the Sreah 6 s e s taecherme d t e

Only today | was shown a newspaper which reported that Mr. Carter had
said in an interview that the Iranian people are opposing theh Shecause he
wants to create a progressive society in Iran and wants to give the people
freedom! It was in vyestday®s newspaper also. So all these people are
opposing him, this nation is opposing him because he wants to give them
freedom! They are shouting that they do not want freedom! According to the
logic of Mr. Carter, who thinks he knows everything, the aShis asking the
people to let him give them a prosperous life and they are saying no, we do
not want it, we want to continue living in these pits! What can we do with
such people? What should we say about this Carter? Should we say that he
does not kow what s really happening in the country, that he is not
informed? Is it possible that Carter is not informed while you and | are? He
has his experts everywhere; they are deeply involved in everything, so he
knows what is going on. Who is he trying t@ol? If he were to make such
remarks at some other gathering where the people were not aware of the
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realites in Iran, they would think that all the people in Iran were mad,
because this kind man wants to give them freedom, he wants to give them a
good i fe and they do not want it They W o
a car? Do not you want to have a prosperous life? He wants to give it to you,

he is offering it to you with both hands and telling you to come and take it

So why are you pushig hi s hands away and saying y
This is the logic of Mr. Carter, the President of Americal Yet he knows fully

well what he is saying he is well aware of the situation. By making these
remarks he hopes to deceive some people, wellpagipg that he can this is

devilry.

Torture and imprisonment is considered as freedominthe Sith 6 s | ogi ¢

We are troubled by such a being in the world. The logic of, vackward
people is that we want to have control of our own wealth. We are people
whom they describe as backward. Sometimes they say we are not worthy of
freedom. The Sih himself has said that the people of our country do not
deserve freedom and because they are not worthy they must be imprisoned.
They deserve nothing other than pinsonment. They are not deserving of
freedom. Why ? | s it because t hey ar e shou
why they are not worthy of it?Now everyone from the four or five-yearold
children, who of course learn from their elders, to the elderke aalling for

freedom and independence. Well, if they already have freedom, then what
more do they want? If he wants to grant them freedom, then why are all these
peopl e calling for Aifreedom and independen
According to the Skah 6 s way of thinking, hi s country

everyone is being persecuted. This is his logic. What one man calls freedom

is what we call tortured. According to his logic, he has granted freedom to
those who were imprisoned, those whovere suppressed, those who were
persecuted! Independence too in the aSh s |l ogi c means somet h
country which is dependent on others in all aspects, which he has made
dependent, is according to him independent.

A me r i ana@nfedrepresenttives

Do you think that the members of the Iranian Parliament, whose
selection has nothing to do with the people, are nominated by thah? SWNo,
the embassies prepare a list of the names of those to be selected beforehand
and give it to him. This is o something peculiar only to this periodit
occurred at the time of Ba Khan also, only then it was the British Embassy,
which prepared the list, and probably before them the Russian Embassy, and
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now it is the American Embassy that does this. Perhafhey, meaning
America, Britain and Russia  all confer together and come to an
understanding on this matter. They also come to an understanding on
devouring the wealth of the people. One takes the gas while the other takes
the oil. These representagiv of ours are ordered into the Parliament by
America. If it was the Sih himself who did this, then at least we could say
he is from this country, even though we do not want a compatriot like this.
But even he doeén order them into Parliament. Theyway who should be the
delegates, they give him the list and he passes it on to those who deal with
the referendum, without modification. What say do the people have in the
matter? How are the people involved in this? Who are the people? The
people sholu d be suppressed. They shoul d wor k
should work and whatever they earn should go into the pockets of others; and
whatever ¢ left over from Carter and America goes into the pockets of the
Sheh and his Pahlav relatives. What of the people? Suppression is their lot in
life. They have to have something to put into their mouths, well let it be a
punch!

TheSteh 6 s regime from an | sl amic viewpoint
We say that this situation must be changed; it cannot carry on like this.
A nation of thity milion® or more cannot be constantly suppressedhe
people cannot always work while others take the fruits of their labor. This
does not conform to any logic. This situation has to be rectified. This is the
logic of Islam. Can they in any wayquestion this logic? They say that Islam
is reactionar§i® well, what business is it of theirs if it is or not? They call it
reactionary because Islam says they must leave the country and let the people
i ve i ndependentl!| y. When ohheyodo stlyeyidldbdbamsoi
Islam tells you that foreigners should not rule over you, it has forbidden you
to be ruled by foreigners, it says you should be independent. Naturally then,
in their logic, because Islam says you should be independent, it is
reactionary. As long as you are independent of America and it is not involved
i n al | of your countryods affairs, t hen y 0
logic, and with this logic they want to make us progressive and take us to the

1 The thirtymillion figure pertains to the populaton of Iran before the victory of the Islamic
Revolution.

2 The population of Iran before the victory of the Islamic Revolution was estimated to be thirty
million. Accordingto a census carried out in 1986, the figure was 49,445,010.

3 Reactionary iftja): The deposed monarch used to refer to combatant clerics and those who
opposed his White Revolution as the black reactionary forces.
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Athreshol dl!| i zodtioni vi Qur l ogi ¢ i s di ffere

terminology is different. According to their logic, what is happening in the
country novd these actions of the & are all part of taking us to the
threshold of civilization.

America, the source of (ar) backwardness
At this very moment, as we sit here, fighting is taking place in many

pl aces i n I ran and shot s ar e being fired.
want you to take us to the threshold of civilizaonYou leave the country

we know what t o do. o Let Amer i cg letl ¢he v Americanu r
advisers leave when they go we shall administer our Ilives ourselves; our

lives are none of their business. The abh wi shes to ma k e us

country, but we do not want the kind of pragge that he has in mind. If we

are able we will make our nation progressive ourselves, but if we do not
succeed then so be it We are a group of peasants who want to cultivate
wheat or barley on our own land and then eat it ourselves. We are telling you
Americans who have come here from the other side of the world and have
grasped all the resources of Iran, its oil, copper, steel, everything, and are
plundering the wealth of this country, to take your hands offf We wil do

what we want with our own sour ces. Carter tell s us
has it got to do with him? If | cannot put mgba on, does that mean he has
t o C 0ome and t ake it of f me ? Hi s t al k of

to progress.

America, an obsgreascl e to I ranbs pro

We have had universities in Iran for some seventy years now. We have
had schools from the time of Am Kabr! We have universities but they
have not been allowed to teach properly. Our educational system is an

1 Amir Kabr: Mirza Taq Khan Fashani, better known as Aim Kahr (18031848), was the
strong and popular prime minister of $fta adDin Sheh of the @a dynasty, who, by relying
on his shrewdness, sagacity and perseverance managed to do away with many aspects
foreign colonialism and doestic autocracy to promote the welfare of the country in the face
many challenging difficulties.

A center of higher education called aD alMuallimin was established in 1918 and the
University of Tehran was founded in 1935. The system of education the University of
Tehran was mostly adopted from the French system and many of the older lecturers had been
educated in France. However, after the coup of August 19, 1953 &Word8, 1332 AHS] and
the rise in American influence in the country, the etooal system of the universities in Iran
gradually moved toward the American model and many of the sensitive posts were given to
Freemasons.
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imperialist system. It is a syste which they created for wus, which they
dictated to us. The imperialists do not let our youth become properly
educated. They do not let us progress. If they release their hold on us, then
the lIranians will make progress like the rest, they are no leapabte than
anyone else. But they do not let us progress, because if they were to do this
then their interests would be jeopardized. They want to devour the East and
keep it in a state of backwardness. They need it to be in this state so they can
consume its wealth. They have installed their agents everywhere; in our
country its this Mr. Shh wi th hi s Aimi ssi on for my c
see what that mission has entailed.

Our goal, termination of foreign rule

Ours is the logic of Islam, a logicwhich says that Muslims should not be
ruled by foreigners, they should not be dominated by others. We do not want
to be subservient to others. This is what we are really saying, that America
must go, not only America, Russia too, all foreign powers tmudeave our
country. This is our logic and this is what we are shouting for. Now if,
according to this logic, anyone has anything to say, then let us hear it
According to the propaganda in these newspéparsl it is said that the
Sheh  spends a hundde million dollars every year on propaganda for his
regime, to preserve his regithe of course one expects such statements to be

ou

! surah anNisa 4:141: i And never wi || Al |l ah grant t o t he unbel |

the Believers. o

2The Skh used t o spend part of t he countryos revenu

campaigns. Both ambassadors and the Royal Public Relations Bureau gave millions of dollars

to writers and publicity agencies and to the press, radio and television, ertsure that the

Sheh 6 s cri mes and treacherous activities remained
introduced as one of t he worl doés g rLe aPoint pponted tim ci ans
France, voted the &h as it he Ma n of Ruibin,e the Y &nwenican! resdaraher; yin his

book The Power Struggle in lranwr i t es: AThe extensive nat ur e of

spread by t he regi me was one of t he mai n reasons

hidden. o The s ums o fthe Bi@hn éoy progagandan purposes were so vast that
rivalry broke out between Iranologists from  America, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, and
Holland over the translation of material such as the ahShs own b o o kMuarrditye t he
Tamaddun va Sihhan-e Gaashteh Such payments were made in absolute secrecy and hence
the exact amounts involved for these or other payments offered as bribes for propaganda are
not yet known. Documents uncovered since the victory of the Revolution however, both in
Iran and #n Iranian embassies abroad, indicate that these amounts had been quite substantial.

In  America alone, milions of dollars were spent each year on popularizing thah &k regi me.

Among the contracts made to this end, was the five hundred and seven anthoudollar
contract mad e wi t h t he New Yor k publ i c rel ations
the agreement to pay Marion Javits, the wife of Senator Javits, an annual sum ofsegerty
thousand five hundred dollars; and the regular payment exforbitant sums to William Rogers,

the former Foreign Minister of the United States. Following his departure from Iran in
November 1978 Aban 1357 AHS], Siamak Zand, the head of the press section of the Royal
Public Relations Bureau, stated in an intew that he wused to bribe most of the foreign

journalists. In the same interview he clearly named four of the journalists in question to be the
editorin-chief of the American magazine Newsweek two journalists from The Daily
Telegraph and The Times and the French reporter Gerard de Villiers. Refer fbhe Power

Struggle in Iran p. 117; In the Service of the Peacock Throng. 310; and theHerald Tribune
newspaper of November 17, 1978%n 26, 1357 AHS].
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found in these newspapérshe akhunds are reactionaries the akhunds are
worshippers of the old the akhunds are such and eh. Then they turn to
Islam and they paint a bad picture of both Islam and thkhunds. Why?
Because that which stands in the way of the imperialists is Islam and it is the
akhunds who are implementing Islam. The imperialists try to get rid of these
obstacles to their designs by disparaging Islam so the people will turn away
from its teachings and spurn theakhunds, and then only their agents, and
whoever else they want, will be left.

Assault on the (students of) theological schools, universitiesd(ordinary) schools

They have made our universites such that our students cannot study
properly. There is so much pressure on them. Nowadays no one can study in
our theological schools or universities. The universites are always on .'strike
It has ben over a year now that they have been on strikkey cannot
function the regime does not let them function. Its agents storm the
universities, beating and injuring both men and women, or arresting them and
taking them off to prison. The same happeris the schools. Every so often
they attack the schools and assault the pupils and teachers there. The
religious students and university students cannot study in  such a tense
atmosphere, and now it is the same for the setioiddren. Nowadays they
are beding the schoethildren, even killing them. Only today | was

YOn October 7, 1978 [Mehr 15, 1357 AHS], aumber of universites across the country did
begin lectures after a slight delay, but most of them went on strike on the same day and closed

down again. The Teacher Training University closed after only being open for a day and the
students of the Azad University of Tabiz announced 1in a declaration on the afternoon of
October 7 that they would not attend classes until martial law was lifted. Ferdbimsversity

of Mashhad, Kermn University, &fahan University, Skraz  University, Anir Kabir  Universty
and Rdai University did not reopen at all. The students of the Teacher Training University
and the College of Higher Education in aAr also announced that they would not attend
classes. Refer to the newspapers of October 1978.
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infformed of the killing of many young schoolboys and schoolgirls by the
|
regime

Retreat in face of the nation

The situation in Iran at present is unprecedented, and even more
unexampled is the spirit of the Iranian people at this time. Their spirit now is
so strong that even though tanks close in on them from one side and soldiers
with bayonets from another, they raise their fists into the air and go forward,;
they confront them with tgks and stones. One is slain and another takes his
place. They do not give wup. It is this spirit which will make this regime
retreat, as it has done already.

This Rastkhiz Party was so highly praised by the regime and theah Sh
insisted so stronglythat all Iranians had to join it saying that whoever did not
must leave the country because he was no longer an lIranian, he no longer had
a natior? But then he Ilater changed his stance and said the adRast Party
was not important, it was like otherpartiess Sometimes he says something

1On October 18, 1% [Mehr 26, 1357 AHS], police attacked the Ibrat high school for girls
injuring and arresting a number of pupils there. A protest demonstration by students amf N
Abad high school was disrupted when police and soldiers moved in and a number of pupils
were injured. A fire began in the ali high school during demonstrations by pupils there, as a

result of whi ch a number of t hem wer e trapped. Ma n
schools were killed on this day as a result of the actions of thee@old army.

2 The Skh had ordered for various parties t o be for me
Party, o tuhe [ ARMi i1 Ongl so6] Panet Modin  a[nMo d e thre IAr an] Party. o
[1353 AHS], however, he announced that the &&&t Party was to be regarded as the
countryos only |l egiti mate party and he mad e member s

anyone who was opposed to this party should leave Iran! The akRiast Party was established

on the basis of three principles: allegiancdao the constitutional law; allegiance to the

monarchical regime; and allegiance to the aBReople Revolution. Hovewd the Prime

Minister of the day, was elected as Secretary General of theakRast Party aimzdd A Rast
became the focal attractionorf those who sought power or influence. No sooner had this party

been established than 4m declared its Iillegality according to religious law. He thus issued a

religious decree forbidding anyone to become a member of this party and he argued that to

dema n d compul sory member ship was a vi ol ati on of t he
birthday  following its  establishment, the regime  announced that this party enjoyed a
membership of twentthree million people! (The total population of Iran at that etimwas only

thirty-three  million people.) The $h forbad t he partyods member s t o di
about oi |, t he Whi t e Revol ution, t he procur ement of
foreign policy. Six months after its establishment, kifficials of the American embassy in

Iran reported to Washington that this party played no practical role in the politics of Iran.

Refer toTarikh-e Nown-e Iran [The Modern History of Iran]p. 257.

%It refers to the mass media on Medd 2728, 1357 AJS. At the time of the establishment of

the Rastkhiz or National Resurgence Party, the al$h decl ar ed: i We mu st str
Il rani ansbo ranks. To do s o, we divide t hem into t wo
the Constitution and the Sixth aBman Revolution (i.e. the date on which the White

Revol ution was announced in 1963) ; and t hose wh o donod
new political party and does not believe in the three cardinal principles which | referred to,

will have only two choices. He is either an individual who belongs to an illegal organization,
or is related to the outlawed udeh Party, or in other words, is a traitor. Such an individual
belongs in an Iranian prison, or if he desires he can leave the country demomwithout even
paying exit fees; he can go any where he likes, because he is not an Iranian, he has no nation,

and his activities are illegal and punishable according to the law. . . Everyone must be man
enough to clarify his position in this countryHe either approves of the conditions or he does

not. As | said before, if his disapproval has treacherous overtones, his fate is clear. If it has
ideological roots, he is free in Iran, but he should not have any expectations. . . We expect
everyone, ay individual who has come of age, to vote, either to enter this new political
structure or t o clarify hi's position as adofspeechomorr ow
of March 2, 1975, Ministry of Information and Tourism pamphlet, pp.-13) Fred Halliday

in his book Iran: Dictatorship and Development ( p . 48) adds: iThe pressur e
for everyone to be seen to join the new entity: the ominous phrase he should not have any
expectations?®d takes on a s p e cithel statemeig nthen gominanh pateon count

and source of advancement. It would be a mistake to see akRiast as simply designed to
further the pretence that there exists in Iran a form of democracy that is in reality absent.
These organizations have an additionand important purpose, namely to generate support for
the regime and to provide a means of forcing people to compromise themselves by
declarations of loyalty. Promotion, security, contdasuch can depend on whether someone

87



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

and persists wi t h it SO0 mu ¢ h, but now t hi
shift his ground. The people have forced him to say that this afést Party
is nothing. | said from the very beginning that this was not party, that this

was just talk. His other plans are the same. Gradually, he wil say the same

about the land reforms, because these were not reforms, they amounted to
nothing other than acts of corruption. What did the land reform progrdm

with its Literacy Corp$8 this corps that des nothing other than send people

into the towns and villages to singtheaBltb s pr ai ses and promote his i ma

A united voice in Iran
Now all the people, from the remotest villages to the provincial -capitals,
stand unif e d and shout: i We dah . Onottl s wamty reif 1

i s a party me However, by r1978n ¢he . 8 had been forced to think again, and in
an interview gi ven on t he anniversary of t he August
said that the party is for everyone which meant anyone could join it. Now we see that with th
socalled open door policy and absolute, one hundred percent freedom, we no longer expect
one hundred percent of the people to join this party. No. A person may not wish to join it for
some reason. He may have another way of thinking. He will havs thoice and has it now.
And later, according to the law of the civilized, progressive world he will be able to say and
write what ever he wants. 0 Refer t o t he newspapers of
28, 1357 AHS].
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better than this? A whole nation is saying we do not want this, so what is
America saying? It is our country and we do not want thisahShuling it. He
must go, and it has nothing to do withmerica. We will determine our own
destiny. The destiny of each country must lie in the hands of its people. We
do not want him, he must go and we will appoint someone ourselves. Our
destiny should be based on rules, on reasonable, rational rules, vasy knd it
should be in the hands of those who have the right to determine it.

At any rate, he duty of those of us here today, and the others who are out
of the country is to help the Iranians. They have aristiiey have stood up
actually their movem# is fifteen years old now, but it is only over the past
year that it has become so strong, that it is proving effective. We are at a very
critical stage in our history, perhaps there has never been such a period in
Iranian  history when the people havedemonstrated such emotions, when
seven and  eightyearold  schoolchildren have taken to the streets in
demonstrations shouting: fahVe Deatld oto theo t S ! vba n t
And as one small child is killed another comes forward and shouts the same
dogan. Men and women do the same and the slogan is repeated throughout
the country, in the traditional and modern learning institutions, the
theological schools and the universities, in  the bazaars and mosques.
Wherever you go the slogan is the samehisTis an unprecedented event; Iran
has never witnessed such unanimity. | cannot remember anything like this
happening before, and | believe that neither Iranian nor world history can
recall such a time when all the people spoke with one voice and eshoahe
slogan. If the bayonets of America were removed, the army wouldn't support
the Skah either. But the bayonets of America are there, America is
supporting him. All our troubles are caused by America. If these bayonets
were removed, the army wouldnot support him, no one would. This is the
situation in Iran now. | am very optimistic that this unity of purpose which
exists in Iran now will allow the people to achieve their aims and will lead
them to success.

The first fall, Shah and the second fh, America

A nation cannot be kept under martial law for ever. Now that martial law
has been implemented, the people continue to resist. A country cannot be
kept under martial law and held at bayepeint for ever. There is no other
way but to changethe system. Mr. Carter can say whatever he likes, he can
say that all that the @h is doing is for freedom and progress, but nothing
can stop what is happening in Iran today. The movement will progress. Yet
stil we who are over here have a duty to phelf | can speak out, even though
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restraints have been imposed on my activites, you can surely speak out.
Speak to your brothers over here, publish articles, do whatever you can.
Help your friends in Iran, help your brothers who have risen up amd a
shedding their blood, in whatever way you can. The blood of young children
as well as adults is being shed; we should do as much as we can to help them.
We must speak out for them, we must use our pens and take other steps to
help them so that, Go willing, we may all join hands together and smash
this  barried this  barrier which consists of Muhammad Rida at the front

and Carter behind. When this is shattered then the way to happiness lies
open. For the happiness of you all and your nation IlEsjond this barrier. |
beseech God, the Blessed and Exalted, to grant you success. My prayers are
with you. May God keep you safe and, God wiling, may you all endeavor to
be beneficial to your country. God wiling, when vyou return home you will
be ueful for your country and you will not be like this present ruling body.
May God preserve you all.
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Speech

Date: October 22, 1978 [Mehr 30, 1357 AHS /Qadah 17, 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Islam, the school of thought of movement and uprising against kings and
capitalists

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents abroad

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Some of the gentlemen say that if | have any commands, they raady
to carry them out. | have no commands; they are not mine to give. The
commands that we are now all mindful of and we must obey are the
commands of God, for we are His servants and are making use of His
blessings.

The awareness of the Iraniamation

The Iranian nation is an oppressed ngtiot is a Muslim natiop it is a
nation, which is blessed by God, and we who are the servants of God.
Wherever we are, we must help the Iranian people as much as we can. This is
not the time for commands, prohibitions, leadership or ndeadership the
situation does not call for such things. There is no leader and follower. Now
all classes of our society, from our vyolitour school children and our
university and theological studentsto the merchants of hé bazaar and
farmer® all of them know what to do. They do not need to be guided by
anyone.

The Pahlavf ami |y and foreigners, the basis for I ranod
Now everyone knows what afflicts the Muslims, the nation of Iran, the

Muslim nation and the chool of Islam. They know what our problems are

and how they should be solved; this is clear for everyone to a certain degree,

God wiling. We all know that the Iranian nation has lived under the yoke of

the Pahlav dynasty for more than fifty years, dn that throughout this period

the Pahlav monarchs did whatever they wanted to this country. They

tyrannized the people and acted as servants to the foreigners. This dynasty

was initiated with the rule of Ba Khan, the servant of the British who
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broght him to powef. In our more recent history, it has been his vicious
son, the servant of America, who has dominated us. He himself confessed in
one of his speeches (which was later reproduced ome of his bools) that the
Allies thought it fitting th&a he should be in control of affairs, but then Ilater,
this sentence was expunged from the book because it was felt that it was a
disgrace for him to admit such a thing. But he had indeed said such a thing.

The foreigners are the root cause of our problemand these problems of
ours have not appeared recently, they have a long history. They began when
the foreigners penetrated Iran and other countries of the East. The foreign
experts studied all aspects of these countries and realized that they could
derive much profit from the natural resources and minerals that they found
there. They knew that to do this, they had to take these resources in whatever
way necessary and not let the indigenous people make wuse of them. Their
experts know where all our mineral reserves are. Once when | was in
Hamedn, a former student of the religious sciences came to see me and
showed me a large map on which all the villages of the Hameg@rovince
were delineated. Certain places had been marked, and when | asked whanh
the marks signified he told me they indicated where minerals, petroleum or
metals that had been located by foreign experts lay beneath the ground. This
did not only happen in Hamad Their experts traveled through the deserts
of Iran, on camelswhen they were the only means of transport, searching for
our minerals, and when they found what they felt they could use, they
marked the spot.

Islam and the clergy: obstacles in the way of imperialism

Over the past two hundred or three hundred vyeatsey have also been
successful in  removing the obstacles, which impede their plans. They
recognized Islam as being one of these obstacles and over these many years
they strived to remove this barrier, which they realized would not allow them
to attain t heir goal s i n t he country. Their

! RidaKhan Mirpanj, whoheld military command over a Cossack unit in Qazeccupied Tehran in 1920 [1299 AHS] in
accordance with a plan devised by the British government, and by carrying out a coup d’état he forced Ahmad Shah to
appoint Sayyid Zigud-Din Tabatabai as the Prim#inister. RdaKhan gradually consolidated his position and took steps to
establish a unified national army. In 1923, Ahmad Shah appointed RlaKhan to act as Prime Minister after which he then
left Iran to visit Europe. Eventually, in 1925 [1304 AHS}/llamentary representatives were pressurized tg Ran into
presenting a single article to the Majlis by virtue of which Ahmad Shah was ousted from the throne andi&Khan was
elected as monarch. This article was ratified by the Majlis in spite pdsifion voiced by the clergy and certain crusaders
such as Mudarris.
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disseminated deceitful propaganda against Islam. They did not present Islam
as it truly i s. They said t hat Il sl am, i ke
see all religions as being the opi of the people, as something used to
opiate the people so whatever is taken from them they will not make a sound,
and this is how they presented Islam. Throughout this long perito
propagandists of these exploitative -dévourers have constantly pread this
notion, such that many of our youth who do not have enough information
about Islam, who lack a correct understanding of what the aQureally is,
what it contains, what it demands, what solutions it offers for the problems of
the day, have den deceived by them. They believe their propaganda without
realizing what lies behind it and where it has its roots.

Quran, the Book that rouses (the people)

Today, there are those both abroad and sometimes within Iran itself who
introduce our youth to certain ideologies which are neither scientifically nor
politically —founded, rather they are perversions that have been created and
propagated in order to turn people away from Islam. For these exploiters and
oil-devourers have realized that if theeople recognize Islam for what it truly
is, then the way would not be open for their penetration of Muslim lands and
the devouring of their oil. Islam leaves no way open for them, and if the
Quran is studied correctly, then it becomes clear that it ist ra book which
seeks to stupefy; it is a bookhat seeks to rouse (the people). It was this
book, which stirred those Arabs, who at that time knew nothing to topple the
mighty, oppressive empires. If the @nr and the teachings of Islam were
opiates, then the Muslim armies would not have spread throughout the world
and destroyed the empires of the time as they did. The battles fought by the
founders of Islam or the founders of other divine, monotheistic ideologies,
have always involved the prophetsand the people on one side, against the
monarchs on t he ot her . Mo s e s, may Godébs |
shepher@& staff and set off toward Phar aohoés pal ace t o dest |
did not use Moses to stupefy the people so that he could continue g
oppression; rather Moses took his staff and stopped his tyranny. The Prophet
of Islam §), when appointed, did the same. One only needs to look at history
to see whether the Prophet acted in the interests of those capitalistdHijat,

Taif, Mecca and such places and encouraged apatiyong the people so that
these capitalists could do with them as they wished, or whether he stirred
these weak, oppressed people, destitute people, to battle with these capitalists
until they defeated them or maldeman beings out of some of them.
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|l sl amés declaration of war on the kings and capi
€ When our vyouth hear

consider, they do not

pay

of these spurious ideologies they do not stop to
enough attention to what those promoting them are

saying and why they speak so highly of such an ideology as communism.
They do not look to see what the aim behind this action is. The aim is to

present the Muslims and

away from Islam. Islam
and the noblemen to

is

Islam in such a way as to cause our youth to turn

portrayed as being a amse to allow the aristocrats

gain dominance over the people and to prevent them
from objecting. Well, they
the message of Islam i
with batte. Islam has declared war on these capitalists, on thksgs, these
monarchs; it does not help them to plunder the people.

obviously have not read the &Qurto see what
s. The @ur contains numerous verses concerned

The resistance of the leaders of Islam to Kings

The ulama of Islam,
them oppsed the kings

th
of

e Prophet of Islam, the dms of Islam, all of
their day. [Harun] who reigned under the title of

Acaliph, o Hadngi r Musao nilend Jfar (a) for ten or fifteen years.
Why? Because he prayed? Bothartth and Mamn prayed. They were even
the congregational prayer
did Harun imprison Imam Musa because he prayed? Did he have him
arrested because he was sayyid a descendant of the Prophet, or because he

was an |mm? Was t

his

leaders and theadérs of the Friday prayers. So

the reason? No, he arrested and imprisoned him

because ram Musa opposed his rule; he opposed the rule of thaghutd the
illegitimate regime. His
arrested simply because he prayed or because he was a

problems. He was not
good man or because

he

opposition to dlnds regi me caused

was a descendant h# Prophet. No, for &tun

hi mself invoked t he Prophet 6s adan'ansed hehen
praised him. Imam Musa was arrested and imprisoned because he opposed

Haaun 6 s r egi me.

The ever-fortified scholars

From the outset and

staged uprisings. History

t hemsel ves;

their sons. On occasion,

throughout each period bistory, our ulama have

relates their struggles and their defeats. At the time
of the Imams, their sons

it

caliphs or for some other

! Adhan: the call to prayer.

rose up with the encouragement of theam$m
was n o tans twere unaveae e of thdér aattionst of e

the dms @ would speak out in defense of the

reason, but in reality it was they who instigated the
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uprisings against them. The d&ms praised Zayd so highly for his uprising;
would they have done sohad they believed him to have done something
wrong? Why did they speak so highly of him? Why did they mourn him so if
he was in the wrong? How many uprisings of thdama have we ourselves
witnessed in our own lifetindethese ulama whom the leftists and others

who have gone astray describe as being effitiated? Those who make
such statements have not Ilooked into the matter deeply enough, they are too
young to remember the uprisings, and they turn a deaf ear to accounts of the
many times during e rule of Rida Sheh and Muhammad ®Ba Shah that the
ulama of Islam rose up against these Paldavwho suppressed the people
so. One time it was the ulama of Isfahan, at another the ulama of
Azerbaijan, at yet another the ulama of Mashhad or Qum who &
together and declared their opposition.

Creating an atmosphere against Islam and the clergy

When did these ulama work for the interests of the court? Of course, in
all social groups the world, over, one finds a few people who are insincere
and work for the rulers, and this rings true for our society too. But that does
not mean to say that ours is an ideology that opiates the people or that those
in  whose hands this ideology lies have always been the allies of the
oppressors and the friends of thmonarchs. No, this is not so. This is all just

propaganda. They have used t his -deyourasspagand
have promoted these ideas saying-asdso is a British agent in order to
destroy t hat gentl emanos r epultloawt isuwn . ideasT h e B

to circulate, for they know that they are held in such low esteem by the
people that if someone is seen to be associated with them, then he too will be
regarded in the same light. That gentleman is a British agent, that one has
relatiors  with America, that one has relations with somewhere else! They
attempt to destroy the reputation of the clergymen one after the ot8eme

of our more credulous youth have been deluded by these ideologies. You
have been deceived gentlemen. Do not nkhi that these are true ideologies;
tawhd is the only true ideology.

A glance at the leaders of Islam and communism

Take a look at the life of the Messenger of God), (who brought us the
ideology of Islam, or the Commander of the Faithful &tm Ali) (a) who
was his rightful successor. What kind of life did am Ali lead? He was a
ruler whose dominions were  extensive, a few times larger  than Iran,
spreading over an area fronHijaz to Africa and further. Yet look at how he
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2 Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill (187964): the celebrated British statesman. He became Prime Miinidity

1940 and served as war leader until 1945.
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3 Joseph Vissarionovich (187®53), known as Stalin (the Iron Man), was a member of the central Bolshevik Party, who
took over the leadership of the Soviet Union upon the death of Lenin. He was a gteampalnd a high profile personality
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else! It used to be said that Mr. Lehincal cul at ed everythingé
had calculated that whoever could earn enough to meet his expenses had the
right to live, but whoever could not had to be killed, had to be thrown into
the seal Thi s i s t he doct-ofimae@kimnfd, ot hiod fhleo v evih o
be the provider of the people! In what way does he practice the preaching of
an ideology which claims to be more mindful of the poor and weak who
cannot work than it is of the rich andthe aristocratic; an ideology which
claims to take care of the poor and help them financially?

Communist SAVAK

They are playing you along, gentlemen. God knows they are deceiving
you. They have deceived our youth abroad, and many of those in Iraa wh
claim to be communists are in fact security agents who are out to deceive the
people. They even went toBeheshe Zahm® and began shouting communist
slogans, but the people grabbed them and threw them out for they knew that
they were from SAVAK. The regime also sent some SAVAK agents to the
university to shout communist slogans. They were not communists, they
were security agents sent to frighten the people into thinking that were the

Y Vladimir llich Ulyanov: founder of the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks), inspirer and

leader of the Bolshevik Revolution (1917), and the tfircead of the Soviet state (1924). As

a thinker, he was the formulator of Marxidmninism, which until the late 1980s and early
1990s was the official ideology of the Soviet Union and several other communist nations.

2|t refers to the Marxist groups

3 Beheshte Zahe: the grand cemetery located in the southern part of Tehran.

4 SAVAK: The bill for the formation of SAVAK, The State Security and Intelligence
Organization, was passed by Parliament in 1956 [1335 AHS] and the organization was
subsequen | y of ficially established in 1957 [ 1336 AHS] .
confront any Islamic struggle or opposition to the regime. SAVAK was closely linked to the
intelligence agencies of both America and Israel (CIA and MOSSAD) and graduallyturibed

into a terrori st organi zation. Thi s institution, wh i

possessed several investigative and detective teams. In order to obtain information from those
they had arrested, SAVAK would firsty send the Ilatteio torture chambers, after which it
would hand its captives over to rublstamp courts where, after the passing of a
predetermined court verdict, the accused would be convicted and taken to horrendous prisons.
The cruelty and callousness of SAVAK waso great that the Secretary General of Amnesty

I nternational, in a report mad e in 1975 stated: i No

human rights than Iran. . . In order to obtain confessions, the torturers of SAVAK subject its
captives to beatgs and electric shocks. It employs all kinds of horrendous and inhumane
methods to achieve its ends; the inflicting of agonizing pain on the sexual organs and the
sexual assault of t he wi ves and daughters a@fbut t he

t wo of such atrociti eds waes peftulatged. awaTéde ofSh SAVAKS®S
organization was abolished by Iranian Muslims in 1978 [1357 AHS] and its torturers were
prosecuted in revolutionary courts.
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Aryamehr to go, everything would fall into complete disarrayand the
communists would take over. However, this would not be the case; if the
Sheh were to go, Iran would become a much better place for this hindrance
would have gone and Iran could get on with putting its affairs in order.

Plundering of oil and seting up of a base

The Iranian people are not saying now that they have one leader and one
guide. Everyone is a leader; everyone knows what the situation is. They are
all saying that they do not want this regime, which has oppressed them from
its incepton, which has given away everything they had, which has given
their oil away gratuitously. If only it had been given away for free!l TheahSh
and his regime gave away our oil and in return the Americans sent arms and
set up bases for themselves in Irafdlthey first took our oil and then set up
bases for themselves!The people of Iran, from the children to the elderly, are
al | crying out : iDeat h t o this regi me, w h
They are shouting out for freedom. Over the past fifty ryegof Pahlav rule),
nothing has been free in this country. Our press was never free; our preachers
never enjoyed freedom of speech; owlama were never free; our universities
never functioned as they should have done, nothing was right. Now the
peqle are taking a stand and shouting that they want freeddhey want
independence they do not want to depend on others for everything like
parasites. They want to be independent; they want to administer their country
themselves. They are shouting faredom.

Carterods wit
| read in the newspapers recently that Mr. Carter had said that the people
in Iran are making such a hue and cry because theh Shas given them a
Aqui ck democracyo and a Aqui ck freedomo whi
written in the newspapedsthe Ittilaat or Kayhand that this is the reason for
the people's opposition to him, that all of isth opposition is because he has
gi ven t hem t his Anqui ck freedom! o Thus, w h
t aken to t he stveetws sfthroaugad amg,, 0 firGa a | Doy me an
not give us freedoth Of course, they do not want the freedom that theahSh
has given them, for we all know what that has entailed: the imprisonment of
our ulama, our politicians and our bazaar merchants; andw nogroups  of
young boys and girls, men and women languish in his goals too. What was
their crime? They merely uttered a word against him! This is the freedom
that we Iranians have! Yet supposedly, Mr. Carter believes that all our
discontent arises fromthis fast democracy that the &h has given us and this
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progressive country and society, which he has tried to create. He makes out

that we do not want to progress, that we want to ride around on dbékeys
These ar e not , however ,they Caser tbetr bis tricksr uHe bel i
thinks that he can deceive the people in this way, but let me tell him that the
people no longer accept these tricks that he plays; they are no longer
deceived by these games. The people now know the truth of the matter.

Assisting and sympathizing with the Iranian resistance

Be that as it may, | have told everyone who has come to see me that they
have a duty to perform. |, a student of religion, who sits here, you sitting
there, all of you, wherever you live and under \hkat circumstances, are
duty bound to participate with the nation of Iran in their wuprising. You who
are in Europe, there are no battlefields as such here for you to go to, they lie
in lIran, it is there that the battle takes place, that the people aaenb up,
kiled and shed their blood in combat. It is not like that here. But still you can
contribute; you can help the Iranian people by propagating their cause. Each
one of you must be acquainted with at least ten or twenty Europeans
wherever you @@ in Europe, they may be your friends, so tell them what the
situation is in Iran, tell them why the Iranians are making such an outcry.
Adverse propaganda is being disseminated against the movement in Iran and
against Islam. You must tell people herthat we have not begun this struggle
because of the reasons he (Carter) gives, that we are not opposing Hmre Sh
and his regime because they have given us freedom and we do not want it
The Iranian people have risen up because they do not have freedwn they
want it. The Shh and his regime have betrayed us. They are giving the
countryss wealth to America. They are giving our oil to America and they are
giving it in such a way that according to the aSh himself the country will
have nothing left in thirty year® time. Who has brought about this situation
for us? The Séh himself, he is at fault. Our oil reserves are being exhausted,
and who is doing this? He s, because he is seling more than is necessary and
the country is getting nothing forit. The people are now recognizing these
acts of treachery; they are saying that they no longer want these traitors. This
is why the people are shouting.

You who are here today, |, a theologian, who sits here, you sir sitting
there, you university s8tent, you higkschool pupil, all you men and women,
you can propagate the cause of the Iranian nation. Each one of you, wherever
you live, explain the problems in Iran to those you are in contact with. If each
member of this community of a few thousandranians residing abroad, tells
ten or twenty people over here about what is happening in Iran, then a wave
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of public opinion will be created and this in itself will have been a service.
People are asking me all the time if they should return to. IrBl®, it is not
necessary. You can play a role in the movement by propagating its cause
wherever you live over here, whether it is in France, Germany, America, or
wherever. When you attend your schools or other institutions, tell the people
you meet thre about the situation of the Iranian people. You know the
language you can spegk so stop and speak to the people where vyou. arell
them what is happening in Iran, what the problems of the people are. Tell
them that their problems are caused by ME€arter and others like him, like
Russia. Russia takes our gas and America takes our oil. They are plundering
our resources. Tell these people this, and gradually, because of your efforts,
these people who have been misled by the propaganda that they exsosed
to over here may come to understand your problems. They are human beings
too, when they learn of the suffering of the innocent Iranian nation and are
told the truth about events in Iran, this large community over here will
support your causgnd maybe then their leaders will leave us alone.

The Shh has ruined our agriculture; he is exhausting our oil supplies. In

a few year so ti me we wi || have neither agr
nation survive? Our nation is now crying out thahis traitor must go, they
ar e shouting nfdeath to this monarchyo and,

away. When a nation wants something, God willing, it will achieve it. You
who are resident over here can help your people, you can propagate their
cause and this would prove to be most valuable. You are responsible before
God. Do not suppose that because you are over here, you are, thank God,
relieved of any responsibility. No, this is not the case. You are responsible
before God; each one of you has duty to speak out wherever you go and to
whomever you meet. Do not worry about whether vyour words will be
accepted or not, go ahead and propagate the cause and this will be effective.
Gradually, through vyour efforts, a wave of support for the Iraniaation will

be created in Europe and this may force the Western Ileaders to Ileave us
alone.

Self-development and readiness for the future

May God grant you all success (the audience thanks hiMay He assist
you so that you will all become of benefito tiran and Islam. Endeavor to be
of service to these people in Iran who from all social classes are either
languishing in  prisons or shedding their blood for your sakes, for the
improvement of your country. Help them and pray for them. Train yourselves
so that if tomorrow this regime falls and you return to Iran and are given a
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post, you wil not act as those in the aBhd s regi me di d. Usual

have nothing we are good people, but as soon as something comes into our
hands, that changes! You &stu strive to purify yourselves, adhere to the
teachings of Islam and act accordingly. Make yourselves virtuous people, so
that when, God willing, the destiny of the country comes into the hands of
the people (which will hopefully be soon) you may returand administer
your own country. | apologize that our house is small and that not many
people can come inside, but we have to make do with it.
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Speech

Date: October 22, 1978 [Mehr 30, 1357 AHS /Qadah 19, 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject:Al | ahdés wuprising and itsifamdyl e; the black record
Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents abroad

| seek refuge in God from the accursed Satan
In the Name of God, the Compassiate, the Merciful

Individual or societal mission

iSay: I do admoni sh you t o do one t hing,
pairs or It ma@od, Ihe Exaltedn chhsy determined our duties. He
tells the Prophet to inform the people thdde admonishes them to do one
thing; listen carefully, that one important thing which God wishes to exhort
us all to do, which He commissioned His Most Noble Messenger to inform
us what we must do, is to rise up for God, in pairs or alone. The admonisher
is God, the Blessed and Exalted, the conveyer is the Prophet and the
admonition is to do one thing, to rise up for God, either in pairs, which is the
least number of people in a group, or alone.

Hadrat Moses & was given the mission to go to &hoh and invite him
to God. He was sent to Pharaoh, a man with great power, he had more power
than our Pharaoh hadsas can be seen from the pyramids of Eg§ype even
laid claim to divinity! Yet Moses was to be sent alone to confront him.
Moses pleads® for hi s brother t o accompany hi mé
order came for both of them to go, to go and invite Pharaoh to God so that he
may fear God and mend his ways, that he may become a (true) human being.
Moses &) was at first told to go alone, ub after requesting God, the Blessed
and Exalted, to allow his brother to accompany him, the order was given for
them both to go and invite Pharaoh to the Truth.

Today, we do not need to wait for the means, for the money or the guns
and tanks befe we rise up for God, all that matters is that the uprising is for
God.

Attaching importance to the affairs of theummah
Your uprising, your movement, should be for the sake of God, the
Exalted and for the benefit of the Muslims. God, the Blessed a#&calted,

! qurah Saba34:46.
10z

(o]



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

want s us t o pay attention t o t he affairs
morning and gives no thought to the affairs of the Muslims is not a
Mus | i m\ oMuslim is someone who attaches importance to remedying the
affairs of the Muslims. Tisi movement is for the good of a nation, it is not a
movement which will benefit only one person. It is not a personal affair; it is
not as if someone is doing something for himself so others have the excuse to
say: ALeave hi m t o i tr. dhe Hehefits of Hwlanv, ewhem tis |1 s
more precious than anything. It is for the benefit of a nation. A nation of
thirty-odd million is being suppressed every day. People are being killed or
thrown into prison dailly. Now as we sit here, we do not know what i
happening in Iran, but everyday we hear reports about such and such a city,
such and such a school, such and such a university. What is certain is that the
people have risen; they have awakened and have protested. Protecting is not
like this (that tkere are no lives los#) This is the result of the pressures,
which, over these past fifty years, have created a complex in the hearts of the
people. Now that they have found a way out through their nRdisbovered

unity, their ideological unity, they ra ridding themselves of this complex.

The uprising is an uprising for God, for Islam and to remedy the affairs of the
Muslims.

Changing the Islamic calendar, Seh 6 s gr eat est tr eason

If you weigh everything that we have lost because of this maltl, the
crimes that this man has perpetrated and the treason that he has canmitted
from giving our oil away to foreigners, ruining our agriculture, destroying
our culture, to throwing away the dignity of our aénggainst the changes
he made to our oahdar, against his changing the Islamikijrah calendar to
one of the fireworshippers, you will see that this act of his is more
significant and weighs the heaviest. Do not suppose that had the nation given
him more time, this would have been the onlgnove he would have made
against Islam. Changing the calendar was merely the first step. The
Zoroastrians were so pleased about it that they wrote to him saying that no
one had done their religion as much service as he had! No one has done the
Zoroastian  religion, the religion of the fireorshippers, as much service!
Changing the Islamic calendar was his first step; he had other plans but,
thank God, the nation gave him a punch in the mouth before he could -carry
them out and now he has even had teinstate the Islamic calendar. The
pillars that he has erected are being destroyed one by one because of the

L Usd al-Kafi vol. 2, p. 163.
2 It refers to the prdslamic chain of Magian imperial dynasties.
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blow that the people have delivered him. You must be patient; one by one
these pillars will crumble. Just look at all the fuss that was madbeut the
Rasekhiz Party over these Ilast few years. The aShsang his own praises
loudly and even made nanembership of the party illegalhe who does not
even know what law &declaring that whoever did not join should get his
passport and leave thecountry for he was no longer an lIranian. Such an
important matter the Ra#hiz Party once was for him, but now it has come
to naught and it is no longer recognized as a party! These pillars are
crumbling. The Islamic calendar has had to be reintrodugedi his party has
been destroyed.

Transfer of national jewelries and other wealth to America

But now we are faced with another danger, and that is the transfer of the
nati onads weal th abroad. Today, t wo reports
Iran and the other from one of the gentlemen here who had some
information. The report from Iran indicated that yesterday, apparently, gold
and the crown jewels were transferred to America. His fatherda RKhan, did
the same thing when the Allies invaded Iraand expelled him. The Allied
i nvasi on of Il ran i s a story i n itsel fé t !
Uni on and Ameri caé poured into our Civicountry
War! these three powers invaded our country from three points and the/ arm
about which Ria Khan used to rave so mudhand now his son is doing the
same only in much stronger terdnsould not resist them even for one
hour é

Public rejoicing at the fall of Rida Khan

The Allies invaded us, and, well, just the fact that foreignehad entered
our country was itself a disaster for the nation. It was war time and they
wanted to pass through Iran, but in reality they planned to remain there, and
i n their war wi t h Ger many t hey want ed Il ran
they pt it. When they sent Ba Shah into exile, God knows that instead of
mourning, the people rejoiced. He was so beloved of his people, just as his
son is now! The kindoving nation of Iran loved their king so much that
when the armies of three countriesentered their land and plundered it
seizing it bit by bit; when the country faced all kinds of dangers from all
direction® for the people did not know that the Allied armies would not
har m t hem; t hey di dnot know t hat adhieving Al | i e

! That is, World War II.
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their own goald still the people were happy because the Allies had come
and sent this wretch away with all the troubles that went with him! Such was
the situation at that time, and now today had the people not risen, had the
Muslims and Iraians, may God assist them, not begun this movement, this
man would not have stopped here. He would not have been satisfied with
what he has already done, he had many more plans.

RidaKhan 6 s st ory

At the time when the Allies came and sentd&®iSheh away, an informed
person told me how one of the higinking officials who had traveled with
Rida Sheh some of the way, perhaps even to the island of Mauritius, on the
ship that was taking him into exile, had related to him thatdaRiSheh had
taken mmerous suitcases with him which were full of the Iranian crown
j ewel s. These Acrowno j ewel s did not bel ol
country(s assets. This same person was told by the official that on the way, a
ship used for transporting animals med the ship carrying this animal ¢Ri
Sheh) and that the (British) agents on board ordereddaRiSheh to board their
ship. When he asked them what he should do with all his suitcases, they told

him to leave them where they were, that they would takee cof them. And
deal with them they did! They took him to the island and carried his suitcases
off with themselves! Such a blow he inflicted on our country right at the

time of leaving. He left, but he took the crown jewels with him. And now

today we received a call from Iran to the effect that Muhammad Rida Pahlav

has sent gol d and t he crown j ewel séto Ame |
there for his own use or whether the Americans will take them, we do not

know, but they have been taken from ethpocket of our nation. The people

were not able to stop this thief from doing this, but they should try to prevent

him from stealing anything else, God willing.

Buying and selling of the usurped
The second report thatl received came from one of the informed

gentlemen here. He told me that the cost of constructing the magnificent
casinos on that islarid, as well as the other expenditures for facilitating the
activities of the buffoons dhe world who came to gamble there, was met by
the Pahlai Foundation. That is it came from the pious bequests of the people
and from the wealth of the nation. This gentleman continued by saying that
now that the S#h and his regime have realized that their days in power are

Lt refers to the Ksh island of Iran along the Persian Gulf.
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numbered, they have sold theseuildings to the oil company to get the
money. They have stolen as much of the néionwealth as they could up
untii now and transferred it abroad, and what is left they are now changing
into money and sending it out of the country. This is the sitnatim our

country at present . Some gentl emen have S |
whatever h e want s as |l ong as he | eaves, [
wi t h hi m as l ong as he |l eaves. 0 However,
this.
Apopularuprisingwi t h Al |l ahoés wil |l

Our nation has now risen, and its wuprising is unprecedented in the history
of Iran. | do not say that it has little precedent; rather it has no precedent in
Il rands hi story. Né& v history Mhasf the ewholé nof ther awountry
risen for one cause. Whenever there was an uprising, it was a case of only
one city rising; Tehran rose, or, as during the Constitutional Revolution,
TabiZZ and Rasht and gradually some other cities also joined in until the
matter was settled. However there has never been a popular movement in
our country on the scale that we hear of today. There are demonstrations
taking place now in cities which have never risen before; people are being
killed during these demonstrations and all the people areutisly the same
thing: ADeat h it omontalmichy. ®ahlITdav s i s unpr ece

history. Yes, there have been uprisings before, there has even been a
revolution, but not one that has engulfed the whole of the country in this way
and during which the call of the people has been the same nationwide. This
has been brought about by the will of Gothe Exalted. Such a feat cannot be

1 What has become known as the Constitutional Revolution took place due tadie sftuation in Iran at the end of the
nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century, the popular protest over the tyranny of the governors and
agents of the dictatorial regime and the unruly officials of the government, the weaknésspditgde of the then king
Muzaffar adDin Steh, and finally the rising awareness among the people and revolt of the clerictaamd Years of
struggle by the people culminated in the victory of the Constitutional Revolution in 1906.

Although the Congutional Movement was derailed from its proper path, it was able to transform the social organization
in Iran, to destroy class privileges, to obliterate the power of the courtiers, and great landowners, and to establstdjustic
the rule of law. Howeer, with the influence of the Westernized elements, and eliminating the clergies from the political
scene and governance, the Constitutional Movement did not achieve its desired objectives and finally with the coup staged
by RdaKhan, t he f adxBhehia moharchical aule 6nee again emerged in Iran.
2 Tabiiz: the provincial capital of Eastern Azerbaijan in the nardstern part of Iran.
3 Rasht: the provincial capital of @il in the northern part of Iran along the Caspian Sea.
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achieved by man; one should not say thatamst®so has done this. This is the
doing of God, the Blessed and Exaltitdhas happened because He willed it.

Freedom, manods primary right

When all the people of a country are united in their aims, martial law or a
military coup do®t at cannot stop t hem.
like a roaring flood with theaim of uprooting this Pahlav dynasty, and it will
succeed. Do not think that the superpowers, America and the Soviet Union,
will stop this from happening; have no fear for they cannot oppose the will of
a nation, especially the legitimate and just wif a nation. If you ask these
people why this man should go, they would tell you how they have suffered
under his rule, how for fifty years under the rule of this dynasty they have
been imprisoned and suppressed; and if you ask them what they want, the
will say they now want to be free. Freedom is a basic human right. Man
should be free, he should enjoy freedom of expression, freedom of action,
and he should be free in his own country.

Fifty years of treason with the assistance of America and Israe

Yet this nation has not even had a whiff of freedom during the fifty vyears
that this father and son have ruled over it. Do not think that it is only now
that the press is not free; at the time ofdRiSheh it was not free either. | can
remember that aither the press was free nor were the people free to speak
out during his reign. Throughout the Pallavule, the clergy have not been
free to disseminate religious teachings, the preachers have been unable to
express themselves freely from the pulpipur ulama have not been allowed
to speak out freely on a matter, nor have the merchants of our bazaars, our
academics or our political groups. |If they opened their mouths they were
thrown into prison where they had to endure all kinds of torture, tivesre
burnt by being laid over something that was heated until it was red hot, or
were subjected to other methods of torture about which you have all heard. It
is said that experts from Israel were brought in to teach the best methods of
torturing the pople both physically and mentally.

Revolutionary nation and revolutionary Iran

This was the state of our troubled country. Now, however, the people
have had enough, they have reached their limit, such that the father whose
son i S kil | ed proada that:such afthing d&as happened in the way of
God and for t he freedom of our country.o

Thi
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He wi || grant t hem t hei rde mofe tha rpdoplé now.h The IS
country of Iran is now a revolutionary country and its people have become a
revolutionary  people. This revolutionary nation cannot be silenced by such
things. That which they want and which constitutes the last phase of their
movement is to sever the treacherous hands of the foreigners from their
country and to take control of its destiny and administer it themselves. They
want to have control over their culture and education; they want their army to
be in their own hands, his is the common aim of our nation and they are
pursuing it like a roaring flood, which no one can stop.

At present, both America and the Soviet Union are studying the situation.
It will not be the case that guns and tanks will be brought into thentryeu
or that two superpowers will confront one another here, one reacting when
the other makes a move. They themselves will not be able to reach a
compromise on Iran. These two powers are not going to pour into the country
and divide it as the $h is saying. This kind of talk is nonsense. He has
taken everything so what is there left to divide? We want to be independent;
we want to drive the foreigners out of our country. The country will be

di vi ded! Wh a 't nonsense i s t hiteat ifhlee goes thesayi ng
communists will take over! This is all the talk of the regime. The security
organi zation ( SAVAK) tried t o create a sce
agents to shout communist slogans in a demonstration at the university. It

tried to do the same atBeheshie Zahma but the people caught onto them and
stopped t hem, saying, iYou ar e not commun

There are no communists in Iran. Do not be afraid of what this wretch says,
he is saying it for his own benefit.There are no communists in Iran; the

people are all Muslim. This mansays that this party is his. Where are the

communiss? If a few young people who are not from SAVAK sometimes
say certain things, it is because they have been deceived, when thdige rea
whatis going on

Communism, a lost cause

Who is a communist? Will thirty million Muslims allow Iran to become a
communist state? Communism is a lost cause in the world today. Indeed, it
has been defeated, for the people have realized that Marx@® communism
is an opiate used to Iull the people to sleep! The Soviet Union used it to put
her people to sleep; China did the same. These larger countries want to
devour the smaller ones and they use this ideology to deceive the people (and

! The Secretar@eneral of the Gideh Party.
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facilitate their plans). A few of our own young people have been deceived
and they think that communism is the answer to their problems. This is not
the case. Communism is one of the wdld defeated ideologies and is not
worth paying attention to.

Standing behind the Iranian people

Be that as it may, as | have stressed many times before to those who have
visited me here, | would like once again to say that | feel it is imperative for
you gentlemen to propagate the Iranian cause. This is the duty ade ttof us
who are residing abroad, it is a duty, which we can all act upon, and which |
believe will prove to be very effective. Each of us, wherever we are, should
make people aware of the situation in Iran. At school, at university,
wherever, tell yar friends how he is destroying everything. He has ruined
our agriculture he is keeping our education in a state of backwargness
doesnoét | et our yout h devel op correctly and
has created so many centers of corruptionith the aim of depraving our
youth. These are all plots, which the regime has devised or which others have
devised and it is implemented in order to make our people indifferentard
social affairs and keep them from having anything to do with religioSo
there are cabarets where we can go to spend a few hours, there are centers of
corruption where we can go to gratify our sensual appetites while we remain
oblivious to what befalls Iran, what befalls its wealth and its culture. To the
best of our capabilites, we should enlighten public opinion abroad as to the
situation in Iran. The foreign newspapers are reporting on events there and
the national press within Iran is also gradually commenting on the situation;
now you too tell your foreign fends what you know. You Iranians who are
abroad now form a large communitymasha Allah [well done]! if each of
you informs ten people then a large section of society here will be
enlightened and gradually a wave of support for you and your nation hall
created, which will prove effective and valuable. This is a duty, which we
must undertake. When our friends, our brothers in Iran are sacrificing their
children, when everywhere in the universities, bazaars and mosques blood is
being shed and livesare being given, the least you can do is take the trouble
to help them by speaking out on these matters and attracting the attention of
the press. They are Ilooking for fresh news. Find it and place it at their
disposal, so that, God wiling, a great wea of support for your cause wil be

! Masha Allah i s an I sl ami ¢ expression whi ch means wel |
hi m, et c. from evi l eyeb, what wonder s God has v
depending on the context.
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created which will make your task easier and remove this barrier blocking
the way of the Muslims. Then, God willing, things wil be different, and,
God willing, our plan for a just and honorable government, whichll wi
answer the needs of the pdanot a government that is only for the rich and
wealthyd will come to pass. We want a government, which will take care of
the poor and wretched, those who have no water, or electricity.

A scenario of tdnedadywmitypl eds poverty

Perhaps many of you gentlemen are unaware that some of the Vvillages
around Shiraz are without drinking water. Some of the people from this area
are in contact with me and they tell me how they have to walk for miles in
order to get drinkip water for their children from a storage tank, in which
water from the winter rain has been collected. They asked my permission to
use some of the charitable donations and said they would put some of their
own money toward the construction of a watstorage tank in their own
vilage so that at least the women and children would not have to walk so far
for water.

Yet we stil hear talk of this progressive cou@ry You can see the
progres6 of which they speak, and the freedom. They say that hig (the
Shah 6 s ) ti me, t he country wa s free, wi t h fr
can see there are no free men, women or children. The regime kills both
small children and old men.

Commander kolial | ed A
They then describe their killers askolisA® This is a new name that the
regime is using now, its agents pose &slis and attack a place, a theological
school or a wuniversity, beating and kiling people and the police stand by and
let them do whatever they want. At one time the regime creaded A gr oup of
avengerso wh o wer e benté& homes, lidonown s agepts pe oy
pose as kolis and attack the people. When they attacked the difAmh
Madrasah, they did so pretending to be peadan®easants! How was it that

! The kolis were a group of pedép who usually lived in tents or huts on the outskirts of

towns and cities in the south of the country and struggled (sometimes turning to crime) to

ma k e ends meet . After t he ar myos failure t o stop t
kilings of September 8 [Shalwar 17: Black Friday], the $hés regi me adopted 8
approach. It employed criminals and rogues to attack the gatherings and demonstrations of the

people around the country under the guidance and support of armed agents frommilitzey

and security forces. These peopl e became known as l

Friday mosque inKeram s er v e

s as an example of the regimeds new tacti
2 Farvardn 2, 1342 AHS [March 22, 1963].
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they were all weang eau de cologne if they were peasants!? (The audience
laughs). What kind of peasants were they? Posing as peasants it was SAVAK
agents who assaulted the Hgyah Madrasah and did what they did there,

and now t h e ykolisip o sien atsh e ifir anwy tcase,c Wes .are &lln duty
bound to help our brothers who have risen for their nation. You gentlemen
here can help by propagating their cause to the best of your ability. | cannot

say to what extent you can do this, you yourselves know how well informed
you are of the situation in Iran.

Shah6s bl ack record

| ask God, the Blessed and Exalted, to grant you all success and health,
and | pray for you all. God wiling, Iran will become an independent, free
Iran, an Iran which belongs to you; not Ilike tgdas I ran whi ch
belong to us and which is being plundered from all direciiomse takes its
gas, another its oil, another its copper, another its forests and another its
pasturelands. We have proof for what | am saying. They have given the good
pasturelands of Iran to the Queen of England and some of the plutocracy
there. The best of our foresttand has apparently been given to Austria, and
yet the regime says that it has nationalized these Ilands. Thah Sjives our
resources away to foreigmer and pockets the money himself. Can this be
called nationalization  gentlemen, when the country no longer has animal
husbandry, when there is nowhere for the livestock to graze?

This is the animal husbandry situation in Iran, it has been destrogad
now frozen meat is imported from abroad. Iran had no need for these imports
before, but these are the blessings given to wus by thish! SHOur animal
husbandry has been destroyed, as has our agriculture. Our oil is being taken
now at such a rate dh as the government itself says, reserves will be
exhausted in twenty or thirty vyeérstime. It is being taken through pipes so
large that it is said a man can walk freely into them; and there are not only
one or two such pipes, there are many! Evelgw minutes a large tanker is
filled wi t h oi ! Thi s i s how they ar e t
they build bases for America and buy arms for these bases. Do you think they
are buying these weapons for us? The Iranians do not know how to these
weapons. No, the Americans want to make bases in Iran, so they take our oil
and build bases for themselves in return! This is the situation in our country.
So much for our progress and our progressive society! Carter speaks of a
progressive soety and a free nation! He says the a$hhas given us a quick
freedond and a quick democrady This is the quick democracy and the
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progressive society that you witness in Iran nowlay God preserve you all
and may you be successful.
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Dialogue

Date: October 1978Aban 1357 AHS / Dhl-Qadah 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject:t Rej ecti on of governmentsdéd mediation during the pr
Addressee:  Gen. Diya (zZia) atHa qqgq 6 s (then President of F
minister

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

[Minister: We are very pleased to be here. aAlbh Tuebi, who has
been one of Ayatullah 6 s pupil s, encoutthsgeim Wa sare talb ma Kk e
worried about Iran. In the present century, Pakistan, for the first time,
propounded the issue of establishing an Islamic Republic. In Pakistan, the
government is based on Islamic rules and the system is Islamic. We,
especially he Slhah, are very concerned. Although the relation between the
Shah and the Sunnis is good, it is not good enough. We are waiting to see
changes in Iran and the progress of theevolution, and to see the effects it
may have on the $h-Sunni relatioship.]

Imam: | hope that we succeed in this Iranian Islamic movement, which
is specifically Islamic and is carried out to achieve Islamic goals with
absolutely humane intentions, and that our dream, which is Islam and its

commandd i n whi ch t h e indepdndentei mand freedom has been
guaranteed come true. | hope we achieve this victory. These Muslims, as
Islam has instructed, must unite and become one, so their wishes and dreams
may be real i zed; and | sl amob s i nstrutéei ons
world. May God the Exaltedbless all of the Muslims.

[Minister: | called General 4 alHagqg before coming, and informed

him of my visit with Ayatullah. He gave his warmest regards. He said that
Pakistan and Iran have been friends for many yeafhis friendship has
started since t he establ i shment of Paki st a
probl ems as Il rands internal affairs; ishoweve
in our power to fulfillAyatullath 6 s wi shes and expectations. ]

! This text is the detailed disciss between one of i alHaqq6s cabinet minister :
Imam in Pari s. Unfortunately, t he mini ster os name and
been recorded on the main minutes. As aitm has pointed out during the discussion, the issue

of mediatim between the Sh and Inam had previously been also proposed by Kingasan

of Morocco and King Hussein of Jordan. Seel r anés Twenty Fi, vl. 2Y eppr s Hi st
342346.

115



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

Imam: This movenent in Iran, that is the |Islamic movement, is a
humane one. It is an Islawmane movement. If any human, any Muslim
becomes awar e of I ranods situati on, he wi |
been under pressure for many vyears, and have lost tladir national prestige,
underground resources and manpower by the foreign agents. However, we do
thank the President of Pakistan who has been understanding, and expect
propaganda support from him in this movendepist like the propaganda
and other syports that the major countries are giving to the aSh That s
why he is still in power; otherwise, he has no popularity among the people
and would not be able to live in Iran for an hour. We expect all the people,
especially the Muslims, to help the wament and by their support rid this
oppressed nation of oppression. All these governments and nations can
provide propaganda support. Nevertheless, the governments have either not
yet paid attention to our problems or they have been gmeékers and
regardless of the cruelty that is going on, have been backing up thah. Sh
None of them has taken sides with a weak nation, which is on the verge of
being crushed.

You are among the first people who have offered support to us and we do
expect you to m@nhounce your assistance on the radio, in the press and in your
interviews.

[Minister:  You know that Pakistan is a poor country going through a
crucial phase in history. We have our own internal problems. We also rely on
many  major  powers. Particularly, we  depend on powers for economic
assistance for our existence. We belong to a world in which certain
diplomatic relations and circumstances are to be followed by independent

countries. Al t hough, we feel for Il ran,
affairs; however, if Ayatullah thinks we can somehow be of any help in any
way to mediate between the two parties, we will do so.]

Imam: The Siah 6 s case does not qgual i ghy hasf or
plundered the nation and has committed awful crimes eftigairtedly during
the past thirty vyears or so. Today, the people of Iran have stood up
consciously and wakefully, and are demanding basic human rights, which are
freedom and independence; the a$hhas no foundation in Iran and he is not
worth a compronise. We cannot describe the wrong doings and crimes that
this man has committed in Iran in one or two sessions. You must inquire
from your embassi es about Il rands Circumst
Iran is demanding for a legitimate right anchet Slkah has lost legitimacy, and
i n my opinion, his and his father os rul e

implore God, the Exalted, for the Muslim government and nation of Pakistan
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to achieve their humane and Islamic  wishes, find the way to ir the
independence and liberty, and acquire whatever they desire, just as Iranians
have done by uprising.

[Minister: Our i nformation suggest s t hat i n
thousands and hundreds of thousands of people are going through terrible
hardslips; they are all our $S&h brothers. According to statistics and news,

peopl eds nor mal l i ves i n cities and vill age
and stoppage of transportation means have completely brought life to a
standstill. It is the awarenessand emotions that cause our i&h brothers to

try to present a solution. | am a cabinet member. We have some information

that if you would allow me, | will deliver. America and Russia have come to

an agreement . Russi a wi | | rsnbetausei at war fwith e i n

America will not be easy. It is possible to move step by step, and through a
relative cooperation with the government at this stage, in order to familiarize
people with the way to run the country and to deal with affairs; the aegul
life of people wil not be disturbed and the people who are starving to death,
will survive this catastrophe.]

Imam: But it is the Shh who has disturbed the lives of the people. We
have some oil that has been extracted and reserved, that will lasthile; but
according to reliable sources, the aBh does not let our own oil get to wus.
They say, the income earned from the export of oil, which is to be spent on
the country, goes to Israel. The government agents store the wheat after
midnight to crate problems for the people, and they are responsible for other
aggravations too that make life harder. But our people suffer through all
these hardships in order to achieve their goals. But such agreement between
him and the [American and British] gavenent for hindering in our internal
affairs, has been made in the past, and if hindering means military
interference, then such agreement is impossible to be made. If it means any
other type of interference, America has done it all before. We want itb r
ourselves of their control. This uprising is an Islamic one; if we face
hardshi ps and failures, it wi || be al | for
done our duty. We have the same logic of the Muslims of the early Islamic
era that says, if we arekilled in the war with unbelievers, we wil go to
heaven and if we kil we will still go to heaven. The aShis more unpleasant
to us than the outside interferences. |If others interfere by force and weapons,
they cannot survive in Iran as experiencedy bthe invaders throughout the
history. People will not settle for any compromises. They have seen so many
crimes that they will neither allow any foreign intervention, nor for theahSh
to remain in power.
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[Minister: | do not mean military intervention;let me make myself clear.
Based on our information, the &h is not wiling to retreat under any
circumstances. The army will continue supporting him. It is obvious and we
know that the pressure on the people is high. According to our information,
the Shah is ready to accept some terms at this stage. Therefore, if some sort
of cooperation could be established, by having stegorbh goals in mind, you
will perhaps achieve your goals in a longer process. However, we believe
that the Skh is wiling to make some agreement regarding less kilings and
less pressure on the people.]

Imam: You do not know the S as well as | do. | have raised him; |
know him well. This is not his first time sending a mediator. He has even
sent a medi at or give oyou stleey army; fill will wgivé lyou the whole
government and |, meaning the d&h will be just the king and wil not
interfere wi t h t he affairs. o But I know him

playing a trick; He is planning to mislead you and us. Byuryomediation, he
wants to continue with his criminal life and stop this wuprising, which s
Islamic and has occurred in Iran, and confront Islam and Muslims by
resorting to all his forces. He got so used to brutality and crimes since his
childhood that it has turned into an addiction he cannot get rid of. Keep in
mind, not to mediate for someone whose promise cannot be trusted and only
misleads. We are sorry that we will not accept your mediation on this issue.
People of Iran cannot accept the ash The mediation of people like King
Hussein [of Jordan], King Hasan [of Moroccol] and now you is not but for
strengthening his power and continuing his crimes and murders, and we will
be responsible before God iif we make peace and cooperate with him. If we
are to be defeated, we will not purposely defeat ourselves. [Even] if
confronted with the military and violence, we will not deliberately let this
treachery go on.

[Minister: | have not been sent here by the aShto mediate. When | told
General Za al-Haqq the intention of my trip and asked for his permission for
this visit, he madea suggesti on. Il rands situat iighn wi ||
of Pakistan. We ar e a mi nority. ialh.rlansds sit
these thoughts that have fodceme to come forth and with all the respect, to
give my views. | understand whatAyatulllh says and feels. The only thing
t hat I, t he sinner, can do i s to pray. | W

anyway, then two days in London with my family,nda then back to Pakistan.

If during this time, Ayatullah comes up with an idea or if there is something
that we can do, let us know; |, personally, and our government will officially
be at your service.]
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Imam: Thank you for your good intention, but you claim about our
uprising weakening the &ih of Pakistan, contradicts our information
received from Sfkah dwelling regions. A movement has begun among all
Shah dominant regions that we hope wil set free the nations of their
hardships. The issue isnot about Skah, but it is about Muslims. We are
informed of the situation of various Islamic countries. We have Dbeen
informed that the Iranian uprising has made an awakening among Arab
countries and other regions; and we hope that if it comes to a lusimmg
nations will also achieve their humane goals.

And | ask God, the Blessed and Exaltedfor the opportunity to be a
servant and also ask God the blessing for your service and that of others
Islam and the Islamic nation.

[Minister; | am grateful and honored to have been received by you.
Shah in Pakistan are not in a good condition, because of the money that
Saudi is spending. My prayer is that Iran becomes stronger than ever; and
that this strength may encourage and enhance theiahShconditim in
Pakistan. I know t hat Il rands movement i s I
Pakistan and Iranés revolution wil!/ have a major

Imam: We hope that Iran reaches a condition in which it can strengthen
Shah of other countries, and we hopthat you would pray for us, too. Pray
for us to succeed in this movement.
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Speech

Date: October 24, 1978Aban 2, 1357 AHS / Dul-Qadah 21, 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The overthrow of the Pahlav dynasy as a religious duty
responsibility during this period

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and residents abroad

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

My  constitution  tonight demands that | do not inconvenience  you
gentlemen for long. The situation in Iran has left me with no strength.
Nearly every day there is another kiling in Iran and once again, this Vvile,
bloodthirsty regime has fallen upon the people and is massacring them.

TheSteh 6 s despai plundenirdy t he | ast

Even so, the situation is satisfactory for it has filed him (theahBhwith
despair, he has abandoned all hope for his position and he admits this.
Therefore, he should despair. Now, because of his desperate situation, he is
taking the wedah of the people out of the country. It is said that he has sent
the crown jewels abroad by plane, and according to some of the gentlemen,
he has sold a number of the buildings he put up on that island, which he
created at great expense for obscene vities, to the oil company, and he has
transferred the money received thereby abroad. So on the one hand his
desperation has driven him to take the nation's wealth, and on the other to fall
upon the people, massacring them without mercy.

St ep bpolitics is a mistake in the resistance against the 8h

The Iranian nation should delay no longer; he should be removed from
power immediately. If he is given a respite, it will prove to be disastrous for
our nation. At times we hear suggestions from meo people, some of the
respected gentlemen, who do not pay enough attention to matters, to the
effect that it is a good idea that this person (the ahph goes, but the
fundamentals of the regime be kept. Some even openly say that he should be
retained as monarch and should reign but not govern, as specified in the
constitutional law for the duties of a king. They say that we should abide by
the Constitution and be satisfied with this for now, moving forward step by
step. This is one of the mistakeshat the gentlemen make; those whose
intentions are bad, well, they harbor ill intent; that is, they want to preserve
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this regime and then later do whatever they please. Those whose intentions
are good, and who are not seeking a continuation of this resgipn, are
simply mistaken in believing that the &hshould remain.

Thirty years of continuous treason

This man has been the perpetrator of crimes now for over thirty vyears;
over the past year alone, numerous people have been kiled on his orders.
After all this Kkilling, after handing over all our resources, our oil, our land,
our forests, to others, after exhausting our oil reserves and destroying our
agriculture to the extent that in a few vyears time this nation will have no
reserves, nothing, can the Iranian nation now be expected to turn round and

t el |l hi m: i Wel | sir, you remai n seated on
corruption but have not hing t o do wi t h t |
which has sacrificed so many lives now accefftis man as their ruler, saying
simply: ASorry! You can reign over us, but

governing power also! ?0

Permission for the Shah to reign is treason to the nation

Which  Muslim could accept such a thing from us? Which jugkerson
would accept this bloodthirsty man as ruler after all the years of crimes he
has committed against this nation, after the years of betrayal? He has Kkilled
the peoplé children, their young sons and daughters, their infants. He was
the one givig the orders on Khoed 15 and it is said that fifteen thousand
people were killed on that day upon his orders. No one dares Kkill the people
on such a scale without first receiving the command from him, it is
impossible. Not even once has he denied tha was responsible or said that
it was his agents who carried out the Kkillings. It is quiet obvious. For a
lifetime this man has committed crimes against this nation and betrayed it, he

has shed t he bl ood of t he countr pegted toc hi | dr
say: iAwel |, i n order to cal m t he situation
ot hers wi | | be t he servants! ?0 Whi ch nati c

Which person who believes in God and Islam could agree to this and put
such a plan into d&on? Only he who has mistaken ideas could do this, and to
him we say correct your notions.

No respite should be given to the S

Furthermore, these gentlemen should realize that were this man given a
respite today, were the nation to tell him to bee tlkking, but not to govern, he
woul d accept it nfor now. O He hi mself has
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accepts the restrictions placed upon him by the
to deceive you with this; he wants to deceive
keep quiet; he wants to stop this movement
silence t he cal l s for hi

Once this movement has been stopped, there is no way

again to the same degree. Ithis uprising, this
brought to this stage through numerous efforts,

law. However,
the people so
started now

which

S removal

has

that it

movement,

loses
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its
will

Plan for rule successiorand Regency Council is dviation from the movement

Which person, which logic, would accept that
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of this regime now. Moreover, this is something,
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Eradication of the roots of oppression
This is what we are calling for, and gentlemen, this that we call for is not
a right which is ours to forgo, this right is a divine right, this command is

Godos command, t he matter i S one of a di v
can or should oppose. Someonehow is the epitome of oppression must be
removed. The roots of his regime must be eradicated. He is annihilating the

Muslims of Iran; he must be removed so that the people can breathe a little
easier. For more than fifty vyears, the people have been essguit and
deprived of all kinds of freedoms. For fifty years, whether at the time of that
father or this son, the people have been suppresshdy have sacrificed their
children and now [is the time] when they have reached this stage and have
risen up;, now that the people of Iran have courageously risen up; now even
as you and | sit here, Iran is in a state of turmoil. We have heard from Qum
that gunfire can be heard and such and such has been done today, aHamed

is in a state of rebellion, thereare uprisings aroundKerman® and there s

always something happening in Tehran. Now that the people are ready and
have brought the uprising to this stage; now that they are ready to make all
kinds of sacrifices for Islam and their nation, should we tuamound and say:

AThi s i s enough for t he t i me being, we ol |
step now whi ch i s to tell this ma n to rei gl
are teling us to say? Which nation could accept such a thing? No, he must
go; this dynasty must be destroyedlran does not want this dynastyneither

the severyearold child nor the eightyearold man wants this dynasty.

Now is the time for action

Now is the time for us all to join hands together. You who are abroad
should do everything within your power to help the country and the people of
your country. They are giving their blood; you should give your pen. You
should do whatever it is within your power to do, demonstrate, deliver
speeches to the people of these coestriand tell them what is happening in
Iran, what calamities have befallen the Iranian people so that, God willing,
other nations will awaken also. We have been informed that the French
nation has now accepted that this man must go. They are right, fiut we
must continue to tell them the facts for maybe many people here do not know
what the poor people of Iran are saying because of the propaganda that they
have been exposed to for years. The idea is disseminated that the Iranian
people have been ivgn freedom, and Carter says that they are opposing the

! Kerman: a province in the souitentral part of Iran. Its capital is also eallKernan.
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Sheh because they awve been given a quick freedomWhat kind of foolish

tal k i s this? Ar e t he peopl e now shouting
have been given freedom? Are they shouting becadse is taking the country
towardprogress and the people do not want their country to progress!?

If we give respite the nation will be destroyed

He has taken the country to the brink of destruction and if, God forbid,
this man should remain, then ira few year8 time you will have neither dil
because they have opened the pipes and it is gushingd nout agriculture;
and what is left when there is no oil or agriculture? What wil we have left?
Nothing! If this person remains in power for a few morgears, he will
destroy us, he will destroy the nation.

Unity for eradicating the root

Now is the time for us all to join hands together and sever this root, and
after that sever all the other roots of this regime too. The country is ours and
we have smething to say which is right and just and that is that we ourselves
want to administer our own country. We have people to administer it, we
have suitable men, we have Muslim men, we have educated people: There
are so many in Europe and America who adnnreturn to their country for
fear of being harassed, imprisoned or executed, and those things are real but
once he has gone they will return to their country there to live and administer
it.

The rumor of | communist(nétieny o mi ng a

Some say if he goes, the communists will take over! This is a mistaken
notion. The communists are not involved in this matter;, there are no
communists in Iran. There may be a few young people who have been misled
and sometimes say somethinthat is if they are of from SAVAK or have
been incited by SAVARK but they are insignificant, they will disappear,

t hey ar e not goi ng t o t ake over t he countr
a population of thirty million people who have risen the flag of Islam and are
shouting Al sl am, Il sl am, 0 become communi st ?
communists up! Is it possible for this country to become communist? This is

just the Shh 6 s propaganda. He want s t o preserve
s o he says, alflll blee &wme, alraopmmuini st count

than the communists are!
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The responsibility is to assist the movement

You all, we all, are duty bound to help our friends in Iran. Those of us
abroad now can help by propagating their cause; each of youldshbe a
speaker for the people. When you go to your schools speak to some of those
there with you, tell them the facts, tell them what is really happening in your
country and what the people want, tell them what this man (theh)Shas
done. You are &l informed about the situation in our country now, SO Yyou
know what to tell them. May God grant you success and protect you. God
wiling May He protect you. Make ready yourselves for your country. God
willing, you will all return to it together and yourcountry will be yours.
(Salawat from the audience).
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Speech

Date: October 24, 1978Aban 2, 1357 AHS / Dul-Qadah 21, 1398 AH]

Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The root s of t he peopl edéhs ado phe o meed i forn
propagating Islam

AddresseesA group of students and other Iranians residing abroad

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

The Shah and his masters are the sources of destruction

Nowadays, we are faced with problems @verday, which hitherto we
only encountered once every month or every twenty days. Previously, the
people were given a respite until the seventh or fortieth day after a killing
before another was perpetrated. But today the situation in Iran is such athat
| speak to you now, there are disturbances in Hamedand confrontations
between the people and the police which have been going on for three days.
The peopl eds opposition t o t he regi me
reasons. The people see that wgileng that a nation needs, each institution
that the nation can benefit from, this oppressive regime, thisah,Shthese
masters of the $h of whom America, Britain and the Soviet Union are the
most important, have endangered or destroyed.

The educatinal system and the army are related

A nation needs education; a nation can have a political existence through
its culture and education. Our educational system is not an independent one,
it is not one which relates to the people; rather it is planned eoctrolled by
foreigners. Consequently, they do not give us a sound system; they do not

give us sound teachers. The university lecturers cannot and have never been

able to pursue their task as they should. The university students cannot
pursue their tasks in a way that they want to. All the institutions must glorify
Aryamehr; all must be organs, which support the apparatus of oppression.
When the nation looks at its education, it sees a paralyzed system, one which
can achieve nothing and which doesot have a sound role to play in the
society. When the nation looks at its army, it sees a parasitic army. Sixty
thousand military advisers have come to this country and the majority of
them are American advisers who have taken control of our army aoe
administer it. The army is not wunder our command, it is not under the
command of the nation, and it is not beneficial to the nation. The armed
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forces have now come together to crush this nation on the orders of tHe Sh
and those above him. The &h is wusing his subordinates to cause all these
tragedies and many of them are not happy doing what they are doing, but
there is another power over their heads and that is these American military
advisers. They issue the orders and these subordinatesy daem out. They
(the Slsh 6 s ma s t e r ah withwalbhis trimeshoee rétdined.

The British Foreign Ministerds emphasis on havin
Only vyesterday or the day before the British Foreign Minister said that
they had interests inlran and they could not withdraw their support from
someone who was safeguarding their interests. This is what we are saying
too, we maintain that the &m is being retained now to safeguard British,
American and Russian interests. The Allies put hinm ipower to safeguard
their interests. He himself admitted that the Allies wanted him to rule, that
they wanted the Pahlav dynasty to rule. May God curse those Allies for
imposing such an animal on wus. We are saying the same as the British
Foreign Minster! All our problems now are caused by the fact that he is
staying in the country to safeguard the interests of the foreigners. He wants
to destroy everything we have to their avail. He gives our oil and our
minerals to them he sacrifices our culter and education for them he does
not allow a sound culture to exist, one that will prevent them from reaching
their aims he weakens Islam; he does not allow Islam to be presented as it
truy is so as to prevent it from forming an obstacle to the doreer s & ai ms.
He weakens theulama of Islam, he does not allow them to speak out and tell
the people what is being done to them. Political groups, all groups, the
righteous  and enlightened bazaar merchants, our university  students  and
academics, he crbes them all. He does not allow them to speak out and if a
voice is raised anywhere it is silenced by these commandos and hirelings.
What did the people of Hamad do to be treated so? They only said one
word and subsequently were attackedhe girls were arrested and the tumult
that we now withess ensued. One of the girls was raped and she committed
suicide because of it. These disturbances in Hamedin which they say fifty
people have been killed, stem from a voice being raised.

DictatorsdO massdin their last days

About two or three years ago, | anticipated that we should be wary of this
dictator in his last days, and now we see that these actions also stem from the
fact that he, like most of our other dictators, has gone insane in his dag.
Aga Muhammad Khan Qgar also went insanetoward the end of his rule, as
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did Nadir Sheh. Some of them were mad from the beginning, likedaRiShah;

he was mad from the start! Now this one (the affh has become higbtrung

and mentally disturbed. When he is interviewed nowadays he  appears
distracted.  Apparently he was interviewed recently by a reporter from a
French newspaper who said that throughout the interview, theah Skkept

muttering to  himself, complaining to himself and that he repeatethout

t wenty ti mes: iWhat 0s t he sol ution now? N
shoul d be done now? Wh a 't shall w e do?0 We |
do, get up and go. What else do you want from this nation? The solution lies

with you, leave! Now he istaking gold out of the country, yesterday or the

day before we were informed that the day before that an airplane left the
country carrying the crown jewels. His father did the same thing. They have

been the bane of the nation.

Our contention is for the nation and the national interests

I do not have a personal or family dispute with you as you claim. What
personal dispute do | have with you? | am speaking for the natiba pain of
the nation concerns usnot personal pain. We are objecting to whgou are
doing to our nation and oumulama, and what you have done and are doing to
our Islam. This is not a personal disputehis is a struggle over the nation,
over Islam, and because y ou ar e destroying al | (
giving them away to others and we are teling you to stop it, these should be
ours; our hungry people should be fed. We are concerned about these hungry,
naked people who wander around the streets, who have nothing and are in
dire straits, as we are about these miers whom you say you wanted to do
something for through your smlled land reforms, whereas in reality you
implemented these reforms for America. This was the mission for your
country, which America gave you and you carried it ,ounaking the country
dependent on America and foreigners in all respects

Our cry: freedom, independence

The people are shouting now for freedom, for independendhey are
shouting that they do not want their resources to be destroyed this way. This
is what ails the natin. I n t wenty year so ti;meu we W |
agriculture has already been destrgyedve have nothing. When the nation
has nothing how is it expected to survive? How is the future generation
expected to live? We have a responsibilittoward the fuure generation. We
should now do whatever is within our power to sever the hands that grip our
resources, our natiém resources, so that they wil last a little longer. We
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have large reserves of oil, but such a great amount is being taken, and taken
without payment at that, that they are being depleted. |If only they (the
Americans) were taking it free of charge, but in return, they build bases for
themselves! They give us arms in return! Are these arms for us? No, they are
for creating their own Ises in Iran! Bases for America are being built all
over the country, in the mountains of Kurdist and this place and that.
Arms! These arms are of no use to us. Arms that we do not know how to
operate are of no use to us. On the one hand, they take otbuand on the
other, they send weapons to Iran for their bases here, so that they can say that
they have paid for the oil with these weapons and thus stem protests from the
Soviet Union and other countries. This is being done in the name of meeting
our needs and with the excuse that our power should be such and such.

The procurementof arms for protecting American interests

A few vyears ago, this person, the aBh hi msel f , sai dd t hat w
ar ms, we di dnodt need ar ms, terk a sufficiemt h ot we
administering the country. This is true, he does not need these things (that the
Americans send) to kil the people! These macignes that he already has
are enough, they are Kkiling the people! He does not need them for anything
else apart from Kkilling his own nation! This same person, who once claimed
that the country did not want weapons, soon changed his tune when he
received the command from America that he had to take the weapons and
build bases on the pretext of them being return for the oil, to which he
sai d: ANo, we shoul d have ar ms, ot her PO W¢
and other things to the effect that Iraq for instance had weapons in its arsenal
that could do goodness knows what in a day. This is all a Tk arms that
we buy are not for us, they are for America. The Americans wanted to set up
bases here, but they realized that if they openly stated that they intended to
do this, Russia would oppose them and a dispute would ensue. Therefore,
under the petext of paying for the oil they get with godds their goods
comprising of these weapagnsthey build bases for themselves in Iran! Our
nationés woes stem from t he fact t hat he [
and the son is a traitdoo!

All institutions in Iran are illegal

The nation has now had enough. The people do not want him. School
children and old men alike are saying that they do not want him. A whole
nation says that it does not want him. Is there a better referendum than this?
When the nation says that it does not want him, it means that thah $h no
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longer a Skh. A Shah is only a SbBh when the nation wishes him to be so;
when the people vote against him, he forfeits his position. Parliament
likewise, when it does not e the vote of the people, it is no longer a
Parliament. Our Parliament was not a Parliament from the beginning! We
just need to look at the history of our Parliament. | myself am like a history
of our Parliament; | can remember what has happened frdm time that
Rida Khan carried out hi s coup do®t at up to t
the Constituent Assembly, which was formed at bayonet point. This is the
kind of Parliament that we have had! When did we ever have a true
Parliament? Never, fromthe time of Ria Sheh to the present, we have never
had a Parliament that the people have voted for of their own volition; we
have never had such a Parliament.

The present Members of Parliament are all traitors, because they know
that they are there bn on the orders of the 8h and the nation has no say in
the matter! This is the first problem we have with all you Members of
Parl i ament , for you ar e al | awar e of t hi s,
come from outer space, you are more aware bfs tthan the nation is itself.
You know that your entry into Parliament was not brought about by the
approval and votes of the people; rather it happened because thah Sh
installed you, because this was the asld s nd sThe oembassies handed
over a list and you were appointed. Still you entered Parliament even though
you knew this. So the first question we have to put to those of you who claim
t o be nationalists i s: i Why t hen did you
di d?0o You may rhacg Ing chaick,a but sprelyy nobody could force
you in, no, you vyourself wanted it. Therefore, you entered Parliament and
approved of everything that was put in front of you. But now you see that
things are changing, the opponent is coming to the fore aond you want to
compromise and make a place for yourself. The question remains though as
to why you are in a Parliament that has been appointed by thah Sind
which  contravenes the Constitution. The Constitution has given the people
the right to choos their representatives and no one has the right to interfere
with thisée

According to the Constitution the Shah is a criminal

According to the Constitution, the &h is a criminal and must be
deposed. The $h is a traitor and traitors, as stated in thHeonstitution, must
be deposed. A $h who acts against the interests of the nation or against that
which the law has determined can no longer be aahShhe automatically
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forfeits his office. This Shh is not a Seh, he is a usurper, he is a bandit and
as such, he is automatically deposed.

The reason for foreignsupport is for better plundering of our resources

This bandit was placed over us and Britain supports him from one side,
America from another, China another and the Soviet Union from another.
They are all seeking their own interests. There is no better, more foolish
servant for them than he is. He has given all the wealth of this nation to them
free of charge. The nati® gas is taken by Russia, its oil by America and
Britain; everythhg this country has is being taken by somebody. The Queen
of England has taken its pasturelands; our lush, green pasturelands were
handed over to the Queen of England and some other people there, and |
have received information to the effect that the tiomds forests have been
given to another company. Everything in this country has now fallen prey to
these hyenas who tug at it from all directions. Iran is now food for these olil
devourers and these hyenas and they are tugging at her from all d#ection
and it is Muhammad Rida Pahlav who is letting this happen. He is her
executive power! When we say that we do not want this man, this is why, it
is not because the nation has been given freedom and it does not want itl
According to Carter, this nation has beenvegi a very quick freedom; the
Sheh has given his nation a quick freedom! This is the fast freedom that has
been recently implemented in Hamaad in Kerman a few days ago and in
towns close to Kerman. Murder is now widespread in Iran and this man has
gone insane, he has Dbecome mentally disturbed and very dangerous. The
people should get rid of him as fast as they can to be free of him.

The army must arise

| am surprised at the army on the one hand, and on the other at those
youth in Iran who sometimesallow themselves to be led into error. | am
surprised at the army for allowing this &h to sully its reputation for the
sake of his own and his masi@rgyoals. The military forces have a bad name
now among the people because whatever he wants to do dumes it through
them. He uses the army if the action is a little widespread, as on ahofd
and other similar occasions, or if not he wuses a smaller force such as
commandos and such people like them. These forces are all giving
themselves a bad nameor the sake of the interest of this man and his
masters! It surprises me that the army, which is made up of nationals of this
country, would do such things to its own nation for the sake of a man who is
a traitor and who it knows to be a traitor, that would bring shame upon
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itself and give itself a bad name for the sake of the goals of a traitor who
wants to prolong his treacherous rule for a few days longer! This is surprising
for me.

Warning to the deceived and ignorant youth

On the other had, | am surprised at our youth, some of our vyouth of
course, those who have allowed themselves to be led astray by this regime,
which  has deceived them through various means. Their elders have made
them shout slogans at the university, slogans that aamtilslamic and
unpatriotic so that the people will be afraid that if His Imperial Majesty goes
the communists will take overl A group of our young people has now
become the instruments of some of their elders who make them do such
things and who are working for SAVAK and for this regime. These people
are not communists; they are commummstkers. They make our young
people say and do things, which are for the benefit of thesh SAnd America
and beguile these young people into thinking that whaey thare doing is for
the sake of communism and th&udeh Party and such things. | find it truly
surprising that at a time when such matters are obvious even to the bazaar
merchants, the farmers and the young children, some of these young people
allow themselves to be deceived so. They are making a mistake and it works
to the benefit of the regime, but the Muslims will not let the regime take full
advantage of this and only humiliation will be left for these young people. It
is indeed surprising for me

The need to properly introduce Islam abroad

| ask you gentlemen who are studying abroad and who form part of the
enlightened classes not to let our youth fall into the trap of these people.
Some of our youth have been deceived; they have been decdiyedsome of
their elders. They have made a mistaké hey havenodt r;e they about
havenot seen true ; tbBéam hdvendpraceade)about
Islam nor seen them in practicethey are not familiar with the language of
the Quen; they do not know that the Qam is a book designed to create
human beings, to stimulate mantoward progress and development,toward
crushing the oppressors and the apparatus of oppression. They do not know
these things. They know nothing about the ecomsmiof Islam either. So
when they come here, they come almost totally ignorant about Islam, and
some people, some groups who themselves have no Dbelief in these matters,
mislead these young people and force them to do such acts and our youth are
deceived You are intellectual people you are Muslim and you preserve your
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national sentimenfis sg | ask you to take care of our childrerdo not let them

fall into these traps. These are the traps of SAVAK, not those of the
communists. The SAVAK agents havea mission to make these young people
shout slogans which benefit the regime and in this way destroy these youth.
If you meet some of these young people here, take them by the hand, do not
let them work for the benefit of the &h or the regime, for Awrica, the
Soviet Union and other powers, do not lose them in this way.

Propagate and enlighten all (the people)

Another duty which we who are residing abroad now have, is to help the
Iranian nation. It has a right over all of us who are abroad now itfois giving
blood for wus, it is sacrificing its youth. Wherever you go in Iran nowadays
there are disturbances, a movement has begun, the people are speaking out

and ar e shouting: i We want freedom; we do

has deprived us of our freedom and has plundered our resources for its own
benefit and t hat of t he foreigners. o Those
are responsible before God, the Blessed and Exaltadd before the nation.

We have to help these people andatthwhich you and | can do for them is to
propagate their cause. Those of you, who attend the universities and colleges
over here, speak to your friends there, whenever and wherever possible sit
down and speak about the situation in Iran.

T he wo ttehtidndisson laan

Everybody nowadays is watching events in Iran. Tell them what this man
is doing to the people tell them what ails the people and that the cure for
their ailment is for him (the $h) to leave. An even better cure is that Mr.
Carter and the leaders of China, the Soviet Union and Britain leave this
nation alone and let the people administer their own affairs. What business
does that wretch have coming here from the other side of the world, robbing
us of our oil, taking it for free ro worse than if it were for free. Tell these
people, these students that you meet, whether in America or in Europe, about
these things. There are about five thousand of you over here, if each one of
you tells only ten people, then that will mean that grgeat number of people
have been informed and a wave of support wil be created in Europe and
America  which  will prove wuseful to the Iranian nailen cause. This is a
service, which you can do for the Iranian nation, and in this way, you can
repay your debt to them. | ask you all to invite the people to support the
nation of Iran, ask the American nation to support the Iranian nation, to
understand what the American government has done to Iran and why it has
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the bad reputation that it does in IranGradually, people may come to
presume that the American nation supports the policies of their government
in lIran, but this is not the case. In the same way, wherever you are living
speak to the people about your problems, alert them to the fact that the
governmentd  policies toward Iran are detrimental to  your nation, to
everything that your nation has, and (in this way) help the Iranians in this
movement that they have started.

May God grant you health and succesdlay you all be ready to make
sacrifices for Islam and your nation and may you strengthen yourselgsd
willing, you will take control of your nation, your country, and others will
leave and you will administer your own country yourselves. (The audience
replies with AGod willingo)
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Interview

Date: October 25, 19784ban 3, 1357 AHS / Dhl-Qadah 22, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The future of Iran

Interviewer: Agene FrancePres® reporter

Question: [What do you think of th changes i n todayobs Il rar
think it has reached a deadlock, and considering theah 8hs apparent po
flexibility, do not you believe a review on your strategies may be effective?]

Answer: It is the regime that has reached the deadlock.e Tregime wants to

impose its own solution on the nation. The people are not at a deadlock;
people do not want this regime. Any solution leading to the survival of this
regime will face a deadlock because the people will not accept it.

Q: [You have sal that you are not afraid of the communists and extreme
leftists taking over the public uprising. Nevertheless, fifteen hundred students
from Tehran University staged a demonstration using communist slogans on
Sunday (October 22, 1978). This brings abot  the assumption that
communism is not a myth, but it exists and is getting organized.]

A: If we suppose that all these fifteen hundred people, and even several times
more, are real Marxists, they will not be considered as a power in comparison

to the thirty million people who have risen up in the name of Islam.
However, the important point is that, compared to the past, the Marxists have
decreased dramatically in number. That is because Islam provides people
with their needs in political, economicsocial and cultural aspects of life, for

real progress. The fact that we have been able to handle this very important
task through gratifying the vyouth, regardless of having a regime which is
against Islam and does nothing but frustrate people, shovat, tH an Islamic
government gets established and freedoms become extended and the facilities
for real progress of people increase, those seeking the truth and justice can be
brought back into the arms of Islam.

! These words are narrated fromafati Shaif Imami (the then Prime Minister of the &mnoé s

regi me) wh o believed t hat t he student sd demonstrati

they had erected a red flag on the campus!
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Q: [You have received Mr. &argn' and Dr. Kaim Sanghi® is coming to
Paris, too. It has been said thafyatullah Shirazi® will also come. All these
people are known to be pro peatiplomacies. Wil you join this diplomacy?
Do you think that among the political oppositions, the Nationklont party
and others, there will be some personalities reputable and credible enough to
replace this current cabinet?]

A: | am and | have been against peace and intermediary diplomacies from the
beginning  because these diplomacies neither take theah Shout of the
deadlock because the reason for his getting into the deadlock was the plans
that he himself was to carry d@unor does it lessen the  pressure,
strangulations and  killings. If everybody takes wup this strong and -alar
position that the I&h has to go, then the regime will have to put aside its
diplomacy of wearing people out by constant kilings and by performing new
methods of exerting pressure and strangulation, and so the victory of the
people will become more imminent. Of coursehogse who can overthrow this
regime will prove that, by doing so, they are also capable of running the
country.

Q: [You stated that the Shh clerical authorities do not intend to rule. Do
you think that the political oppositions will be able to handtee job without
the risk of having a more critical situation?]

A: With the help of people and the clergy, the oppositions mentioned in the
previous question will qualify for the job, if they acquire the abovederm

Q: [In the West, they think that theremoval of the Sih will create a
dangerous vacuum. Could you consider temporary peace with this dynasty,
the Stah or his son, provided that he really reigns rather than rule?]

1 Engineer Mahidl Bazargagn (19081994) held different public positions in the administration

of Dr. Muhammad Musaddig. He was among the main founders of the Iranian Freedom
Movement. Upon the culmination of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, he was appointed as the
head of tle provisional government; however, he decided to step down one day after Iranian
students stormed the US embassy (Den of Espionage) in Tehran.

2 Dr. Kaim Sanghi was born in 1904 and went through his elementary and high school
education in the cities of Kermansteh and Tehran. He completed his higher education in
France. In 1951, he was appointed as the Education Minister in Dr. Muhammad Musaddiq
administration. He was the founder of the National Front political party. Mr.azarggn
appointed him as the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran during his provisional
govermment after the Islamic Revolution.

31t refers to Sayyid Muhammad Shirazi.

134



Suhifehrye Imam Volume 4

A: The wvacuum you are talking about already exists; and the characteriftic o

a regime like the Sin 6 s i s t o keep t he country bet w
vacuum, and to drag the countrytoward demolition and corruption. To be

released from this vacuum, this regime must be replaced by a regime
appointed by the Muslim nation.

Q: [It is obvious that the regime is looking for peace and is indeed awaiting
your return to Irad. Do you absolutely consider this matter suspended as
long as the S is still in Iran?]

A: I will not return to Iran while the S is still there.

Q: [You condemn the big powers. This has made you look stubborn and
irreconcil abl e. Can you not , j ust for t he
which is  sympathizing with the uprising of your people, consider being
somewhat easier?]

A: | condemn the big goverramnt s for violating our peopl
people. | already have and will now express my gratitude to the people of the

West who support the uprising of the people of Iran.

Q: [Apparently, your preference is an Islamic republic. You are known to
have said that monarchial regimes eventually turn into dictatorships, but
there are Islamic republics that dictate more than monarchies. What is your
opinion about that?]

A: These existing dictatorships could not be called Islamic governmersts
you cannot make a comparison between a kingdom and an Islamic republic.
An Islamic regime and a dictatorship will not go along together. Besides,
those republics that dictate are only called republic, but in reality, they are
kingdoms.

Q: [Do you always reeive assistance from capable advisors when making a

realistic policy in economic and political issues?]

A: There are many talented people in Iran. The present regime prevents these
talents from building up the country. These talents provide me with r thei

knowledge and viewpoints due to their Islamic obligation.

Q: [Would you agree to suggest some new and specific terms for formation
of a temporary and transitional government?]

! Jafar Shaif Imami (the Sth 6s Pri me Mi ni ster) had s ai dyatuliah 6tsh er eptaurrini atnmoe nt
country.o
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A: Such transitional government shall be formed upon the fall of thesh,Sh
and its terms will of course be announced.
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Speech

Date: October 25, 1978Aban 3, 1357 AHS / Dul-Qadah 22, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Making sacrifices for the sake of God was the pecaatf the prophetsaj
Addressees: A group of Iranian citizens and students residing abroad

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

The freeing of political prisoners is not enough

Today they announced that they have released a number ofiticgd
prisoners, and that a further number is to be released Ilater. However, the
qguestion is, does this freeing of prisoners compensate for everything? They
deprive a human being, in every way, for something Ilike five or ten vyears,
stripping him of any kind of freedom, and persecuting and torturing him in
prison, then they tell him that he is free to go! But dods then mean that
t hese five year s of a Musl i més i fe whi ch
beings life, these five, ten vyears of persieg a human being, a Muslim, are
to be disregarded?! Now that he is free to go, does that mean that the matter
is closed?! Is the release of a number aflama and other members of
society supposed to make us content? |Is the nation now supposed to calm
down?! Have they (the regime) made it up to the nation? Or is it that the
present situation is such that they are no longer able to continue to behave as
they have in the past; is it that they are struggling to come through the
present situation alive, a situation in which the entire population has turned
against them? Are they truly now able to save themselves? Can they actually
be saved? This @ who has reigned over us for about thirty years, who has
reigned over the Muslim people in the mannef d&enghis Klan; this Shah
who has kiled so many of the Muslim people, who has caused so many
Muslims to flee their homeland, who has deprived and stripped so many
human beings of their civil rights, this &h now says: We have released
them (the polical prisoners), so now what more can you possibly expect
from wus! But the people expect you to provide ten years of life!l You wasted
ten years of a human beiisg life in prison, in a room two meters square. You
took away the life of a human being, ofonseone who could have served the
people, who could have served the people by being active and writing in a
free environment . You wasted t en year s of
allowed it to go free, you ask what more do we want? We want compensati
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for these ten vyears. The people want these ten years in which you persecuted
their children in prison to be compensated for. Yet there is no way that such
compensation could be given in this world. One of the clear proofs for there
having to be arther place where God Almighty will punish  these
oppressors, is that supbdme, you came together and tore Muhammad Rida
Khan limb from limb, you then would only have killed one person. He s
only one person; one vile person; and thus you would have taken a life for a
life. Let us imagine that the person you are to kill is gmod person, like the
person for whose life you wish to obtain retribution, he is an honorable
person; nevertheless, were you to kil him you would have only taken one
honorable life in return for another honorable life! But what about all of
those haoorable people whom he has deprived of existence, all of those
youngsters of ours that he has kiled and whose Ilives he has curtailed? If
someone were to have killed someone else, then his punishment would be for
him also to be Kkilled in return for thelfe he had taken. However, if that
someone were to have brought about the death of, and to have Kkilled, a
multitude of people, then is there any way that retribution could be exacted
for this here in this world? Of course, the person in question wolbée to

be punished most severely here in this world, but even then would retribution
have been fully exacted? Retribution would have been exacted for one
family. If we were to cut someone's life short in return for his having cut
short the life of a dmily, then this would be retribution for one family, but
what about the other families’Are we now to content ourselves with the fact
that this man has granted a pardon? We are talking about men for whom your
pardon means nothing. Indeed, it is not alegfion of granting a pardon, it is

in fact a question of doing that which is required of you, and right now vyou
are obliged to release these people. Many of these prisoners were people
whose  unlawful  sentences had already been served anyway. Yes, their
sentences were unlawful from the start, but even having served the assigned
term of imprisonment, they continued to be detained without reason. But now
that these SAVAK agents, these perpetrators of so many crimes, have come
and opened the prison gste releasing certain prisoners, is that the end of the
matter?! No indeed, now the matter is only just beginning! He (theh)Shand

all of his agents are to stand trial. But even then, supposing they are all
executed, retribution will still not have bee exacted, for a hundred lives will
have been taken in return for hundreds, for thousands of lives. In Tehran,
during one bout of Kkilings alone, four to five thousand people are said to
have been killed. They say that these latest kilings in Hamedave left up

to a hundred people dead. | am not sure whetiterwas yesterday or the day
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before. Moreover, even now Hanaed is once again in a turbulent state. In
Qum too, both vyesterday and today, there have been disturbances and the
sound of gunfire has rung out. As to how many people have been killed
however, | just do not know. The same has also been happening inan;Zan;
and you have all heard abouKerman. The situation is the same everywhere.
Crimes have been committed in every place you daouybossibly mention. Yet
now he (the S#h) has granted a pardon! To hell with this pardon of his! If it
were not for the pressure exerted by the people and this widespread public
opinion, then he would not have granted a pardon at all. This is not a afase
granting a pardon, it is a case of doing that which one is compelled to do.
The crimes he has perpetrated cannot be recompensed by taking such
measures. It is beyond us to exact retribution, for how can we compensate for
the killing of four to five thousand people when there is only one person to
be punished and no more, and even then, when he is the kind of person that
he is. This is why there has to be a world in which constant torment prevails
until  retribution is exacted; a world in which emitting anguish awaits
these tyrants.

The movementsd progress is encouraging

We are really at a loss as to what we should do about the -current
situation in Iran. Of course, that is not to say that the situation is not
promising, for it is. It is not hat we are now concerned as to why such a
situation prevails but nonetheless, you can see for yourselves just what they
are doing, just what madness they have called into being. Having said that
however, it is worth it in order to rescue a nation. Weusim not be concerned
by the fact that we are making sacrifices; for this was the practice of the
prophets these were the things that the prophets themselves did. The
prophets and the friends of Godawliya] rose up against those who were
cruel, those who oppressed the people, and in so doing they killed and were
killed, they sacrificed their young and they sacrificed their close friends and
followers. So there is now no call for us to be concerned that blood might be
spilled! Indeed, blood has to bespilled! A nation will not succeed in rescuing
itself from the suffering, which stems from all these crimes and losses
without having to pay a price. A certain mother has been seen to have stood
up in Beheshe Zahm cemetery and to have said that the#ee of freedom
needs to be watered and that her &sonblood is something which serves this
purpose. These are the kind of libearted women we haeaenongus.

! zanjan: a province in the western part of Iran.
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Manifestations of Ali6 sa) béttle with the taghuts

Islam needs wus to make sacrifices fots isake. Just consider what pure
and virtuous lives have been sacrificed from the advent of Islam down to the
present time. A case in point isHadrat Amr (Imam Ali) who fought against
Muawiyah for eighteen months in the Battle ofSffin, and who killed so
many adversaries and lost the lives of so many fellow combatants, over ten
thousand people in all, well over this figure. &kiyah was someone who
mad e cl aim to being Mus|l i m and to being
He prayed at congregatidnaprayer gatherings, was the Friday prayer leader,
and so on. He practiced all of the outwardly visible religious practices.
Unlike Yazd! whose exterior was as aberrant as his interior, ailyah
was good at Kkeeping up appearances. He kept up appesrarend also
advocated Islam, so what actually happened to caldadrat Amir to engage
in battle against him? The reason am Ali fought against Mawiyah was
because he was a tyrant who had unfairly exploited the people. He had seized
Sham from Islamic rule and was forcing the people to behave ruthlessly and
to commit injustices. He plundered the pe@ple wealth, the public treasury.
Hadrat Amir was obliged by duty to fight against him irrespective of whether
he was to be the vanquished or the vargrs The fact that he may be
defeated if he were to engage in battle at this time, did not condéadrat
Amir. Once he saw that he was able to confront amyah in battle, he
rounded up his troops and battle commenced, although it is true to say mhat o
this particular occasion he was eventually defeatedlhen the Doyen of the
Martyrs  (Imem Husayn} may Godos peace be upon hi m,

' Yazd ibn Muawiyah: (26 AH62 AH) succeeded his father to occupy the office of the

Caliphate in the year 60 AH. He was a young man devoid of knowledge and virtues and was

well known for his debauchery and other vices. idazruled for three and a half esrs. During

his first year he killed Imm Husayn &) and his votaries at Karlzl and mad e t he I att
surviving kith and kin captives. In his second year as Caliph, he ransacked Medina, (the seat

of the Prophetds r ul ethirdyeatofhule be invadediMacca. si t e) , and in his

2 |mam Husayn: grandson of the Prophet, and also known as the Doyen of the MaBgsyid]

ashShuhad]. In 60 AH [680 CE], Inam Husayn refused to swear allegiance to idaz son of

Muawiyah and second caliph of the Wdyyad dynasty, since Yakz did not possess legitimate

authority and had succeeded to the caliphate by hereditary succession. The ensuing death of

the Imam in battle at Karbal has always been commemorated by iaBh Muslims as the

supreme example of mardom in the face of tyranny. It served as an important point of both
ideological and emotive reference throughout the Islamic Revolution in IrAshura, the tenth

day of Muharram, is the day on which he was martyred in Karbala ~See  Shaykh

Muhammad Mahdi Shams aeDin, The Revolution of AHusayn http://www.alt
islam.org/revolution  Ibrahim  Ayati, A Probe into the History of Ashura (Karachi: Islamic

Seminary Publications, 1984); Zakir, Tears and Tribtes  (Qum: Ansariyan Publications);

Yasn T. alJibouri, Kerbala and Beyond (Qum: Ansariyan Publications); Sayyid daAid
Akhtar, a hKaAmal Enduring Paradi gm of Al-Tavthid | aJournal Revi v
http://www.atislam.org/altawhid/paradigrrakhtar.htm
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oppressive ruler, a tyrant, is governing over the people, he makes it clear that
should one withess an oppeive ruler governing over the people and
tyrannizing them, then he is to stand in confrontation against the tyrant and s
to do all he can to put a stop to his tyranny. And this is exactly whamIm
Husayn did with only several people supporting himeogle who were so
few in number that they were nothing compared to the soldiers and the outfit
they were to confront. Nevertheless, the aim considered it his duty to rise
up and sacrifice his blood in order for him to reform the people and to haul
down the banner of Yad. And indeed this he did, and an end was put to the
affair. He sacrificed his own blood and that of his sons, as well as his
children and everything he possessed in & odpath, for the sake of Islam.
Now, is our blood more preciotisan the blood of the Lord of the Martyrs?

Why should we be afraid of sacrificing our blood or of sacrificing our
lives? That tyrannical sultan (Y&} said that he was Muslim, but Ydz was
the kind of Muslim that the $h isd he may in fact have beensomewhat
better than the $h, but he was certainly no worse than he is. However,
because he treated the people so badly, because he was a tyrannous, cruel
man who wanted to mislead the people by forcing them to obey him, the
Doyen of the Martyrs deeed it necessary to confront this cruel sultan even
if it meant losing his life. This is the line of action that was taken by the
prophets. If a cruel, unjust sultan wishes to rule over the people one must
stand up against him and do whatever is necgssaNow, we too must
confront him (the S#h) with whatever it takes. We must forbid him to do
evii and enjoin him to do good, and we are to pull him down from this
redundant throne. Hence, we are not concerned about sacrificing our lives; let
us sacrifte them. This is clearly something which we must do.

Freedom and independence requires sacrifice

We want to free a people; we want to free a nation; we want to make a
nation independent; we want to break loose from the fetters of America,
Britain and tlke Soviet Union, and naturally this will mean that -sal€rifices
have to be made. It will mean that our youth are to lose their lives, that we
will be imprisoned for something like ten vyears. These things will have to
happen. All kinds of sacrifices Wi have to be made. But we are in no way
upset by the fact that we are to go to prison, or that our youngsters are to
sacrifice their lives, since these things are to happen for the sake of truth, for
the sake of God. When something is to be done foe #®ake of God and for
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the sake of fighting oppression, then what is there for us to worry about? The
fact that we are working for the sake of God and that our youngsters are
making selfsacrifices for His sake is no cause at all for worry or grief. Be
sure not to allow this fear to enter your hearts in any way. Be sure not to pay
attention to those evil whisperings which ask: What on earth can we possibly
do about the situation? What will the eventual outcome be? And so on. Or to
those words uttered by certain of t he devil 0s accom
and to you the people. Be sure to stand firm and not to allow any kind of fear
to enter your hearts for, God willing, you shall be the victors. Whether we are
kiled or whether we kill others, Truthis on our side. Even if we are killed,
we will have been killed in the fight for Truth, and this constitutes victory.
And again, if we Kkill others, this too will have been in the fight for Truth, and
therefore also constitutes victory.

The peopleare heedlessfathe martial law

We i n no way fear t hese things. They cart
but they will eventually bite the dust and be destroyed. And let these
powerful nations declare their support for him (the a8h as much as they
like; let anyone who so desires go ahead and do this, for an entire nation is
now standing up i n conf r onNatcanoams or atands i S
can be effective before t he noo of a nati o
has been implemented. Mailti law is in force right now in Qum, but
yesterday saw the holding of many demonstrations there yet again, and it is
said that further demonstrations have been held there today also. People no
longer pay any attention to this martial law of theirs. Arutan no longer be
put to silence at bayonet point. This is just not possible any more.

God willing, He will protect you all and enable us all to serve this nation
and to serve Islam. God wiling, may He grant us success in carrying out our
bounden dutythe audience recitessalawah).
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Message

Date: October 26, 19784ban 4, 1357 AHS / Dhl-Qadah 23, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: Warning on the withdrawal of the royal jewels by Muhammad Rida Pahlav
Occasion:Aban 4,theSBh 6 s bi rt hday

AddresseesThe Iranian nation

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

The current situation in Iran is the cause of great ayxiéor me. | am
concerned that the extreme pressure on theahShand his relatives may
intensify  their insane attacks on people and further their bloodshed. The
massacre in Kerman, the burning of mosques and the Holy shrines of the
Muslims and assaulting the defenseless men and women inside, the merciless
massacres in Hamaad and other cities on the east, west, north and south, of
ran, in so many places that naming all of them is impossible. They are
samples of their insanity. These types of crimese awvhat | had expected from
anyone who has lost hope of keeping his brutal regime and is taking in his
last breaths.

The noble and oppressed people of Iran, and the wings interested in
I sl am and t he country, mu st t ake a wany t he
end to their dictatorship as soon as possible; because this is a satanic plan
prepared by foreign diplomacies, to wear out the zealous nation of Iran by
continuous murdering and the burning down the shops of the combatant
believers, in order to stoptheir Islamic movement and leave the battlefield
wide open for their acts of plundering and treason. They are unaware of the
fact that the brave, alert and aware nation will not stop until they overthrow
this corrupt regime and cut the hands of the eifpr looters from national
resources.

As | have been informed, the &h has committed another crime; and
that is the withdrawal of the royal jewelries, which belong to this poor nation,
from the country; and also, he and his relatives are selling thapeqies and
assets t hat have been bui |We musttdontinuehaur peop
positive and negative struggles, and remove this bully from the country as
quickly as possible. Suggesting the motto of abiding by the constitutional
law, which has recently been brought up in the two houses of parliament by
the Skah 6 s authorities, i s a betrayal t o Il sl am
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saving the regime and ousting the aBhis the same as kiling a viper and
raising its offspring.

Our dear peopl have registered their honorable name in  history and in
the first row of the Islamic crusaders, by their brave rising and giving their
own and t heir dear childrends bl ood. Today
and suicide. The $h 6 s opponenyt grQup Orn partya nmust remember
that if they give a chance to this injured snake, they will be stricken back so
hard that they will writhe wunder the domination of foreigners and their
servants forever. We are responsible for the future generations e befibre
Exalted and Supreme God.

My dears! Do not be afraid of sacrificing lives and wealth for the sake of
God, Islam and the Muslim nation, for this was the way of the glorious
Prophet ¢) and the succeeding leaders and atm @), and we are no better
than the martyrs of Karbal who were killed in opposition with the ruthless
sultan who had resorted to Islam and introduced himself as the Caliph of
Islam. You, who have stood up for Islam and are sacrificing lives and wealth,
are of the rank of Karbah martyrs; because you are following their school.
Now, | must remind you of a few points:

1. Our  people, the clergy, universities, traders, farmers, laborers or
workers must not take even one step back from their strong position they
have thus far held regarding the removal of the degraded Pahlakegime,
that will acquire them independence and freedom under the auspices of an
Islamic just state, because regression will increase theah 8is cruel kil l
and showing weakness on this matter will kignoring the shed blood of our
innocent youth, and the responsibility of this act will fall upon every one of
us.

2. Do not be afraid of the nonsense jabberings of Ameri&ijtain and
Russia regarding their supporting of the a$h for protecting their own
interests. History testifies that no power can put out the fire set in the hearts
of an oppressed nation who has stood up for its freedom and independence.
Our people will not tolerate the & and his gangb6s dds mes
supporters  will sffer great losses. We are demanding our rights and we do
have the right to do so, and God, who is above the Eastern and Western

superpowers, is with us. Godés Hand [i.e. hel p]
! aQurah alFath 4810: A O Prophet!] Those believers wh o t ook (.
[in Hudaybiyah] di d in fact take t he oath wi t h God. For y ou

theirs; so whoever breaks the oath afterwards, has indeed proceeded towards his own loss and
perdition, and those who remain loyal to their oath with God, will soon be rewarded Gog
with great rewards. 0
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3. Give my regards to the esteemed chiefs of the arnfiedtes, and tell
the land, sea and air forces, that Iran is your country and the people of Iran
are your people; join the people. | am sure that many of you are faithful to
the people and country of Islam and are disgusted with these kilings and
lootings of the traitor Sih, his relatives and the international criminals. |
occasionally receive your concerns. Your people are going through some
crucial moments and you, more than anyone else, are responsible before the
Almighty God, the brave people &n the future generations; make a brave
effort and break the chain of slavery. Do not give a chance to this traitor to
Islam, and guarantee pride for yourselves and your nation., Gib@ Exalted
helps those who serve Islam and their country.

4. Now that our trustworthy writers, who have been living in isolation for
many years, and the regime of strangulation and terror had taken away their
chance to speak their minds, have earned their limited freedom at the price of
|l sl amob s brave c hd, | dlo enotd snegledi o they divind oideal, and
begin the important and essential task of unveiling and showing the focal
point of the recent crimes, which is the aBh and sincerely uncover the
unseen crimes that people are not aware of, and by doing thisablalu
service, pay your dues to Islam. Today, that all social orders have stood up
for their independence and freedom, the responsibilty of the respected and
reliable writers has entered a very crucial stage. People are at the junction of
life or death permanent independence or eternal slavery; diverting from
people, even for one step will result into destruction and extinction of the
courageous nation, and that will be a treachery to Islam and the Muslims.
Honorable writers should deservingly refle peopl eds wi shes and
great Islamic movement.

5. Occasionally, some slogans are wused in the universities that are being
taken advantage of by the regime. Our youth should know that China and
Russia feed on our blood just as America argtitain do. My request from
you is to avoid using the &@ho s sl ogans, and to stand
without having any inclination toward the West or the East. Do not be
deceived by international looters Those pulling you into the direction of
these types ofslogans are of the regime affiliates; keep away from them and
join your other friends, and by using the slogans of monotheism and Islam,
cut the hands of Pahlav dynasty and the gang of oil guzzlers from the
country, and return to the arms of Islam. n@ary to other ideologies that
have made false claims that their leaders have never acted upon, and have
mad e us poor and dependent by taking away
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the call of all deprived people. We welcome you with open arms and wee ar
at your service. Islam has come for the salvation of the poor.

6. The release of some of the political prisoners after several years of
torture, agony and deprivation of their primary rights, is just as being freed
from one prison into a bigger one. rA the people of Iran ever going to

forgive the Shh 6 s medi eval cri mes and his torturi
dungeons of t he prisons? | snot t his a pr o
every right from the people who are ready to make any g@Esifito save

their country from the evil acts of the &h and foreigneras? I sn

himself the main criminal for all the crimes committed on people, especially
on political prisoners? Should not this major criminal be tried and punished
for chainng down a group of oppressed people? However, he cannot be truly
punished for his crimes untii the Day of Judgment. Our political prisoners are
aware that they have earned their freedoms through heroic sacrifices of the
Muslim nation of Iran, and the wa to thank these sacrifices is to continue
their endless fights till the fall of the regime and the freedom of their other
brothers and sisters.

Now, as | am writing this letter, I am concerned about all sisters, brothers
and mothers in Iran. Fourth ofAban is the national mourning day, and the
origin of all the miseries of oppressed Iran.

My dear$ Be patient for God is with the patient. Do not fall prey to

demonic temptations, although your frequent uprisings have proven
otherwise. Those who driveyou to despair are the &hods and foreig
agents who are intending to protect the atb s and t he |l oot ersbo

satanic temptations; usher those people toward the divine direct path, and if
they do not surrender, abandon and disappoint them.

Your uprising i s for Godos sake, and f o
nation, and consenting to forbearance and suffering in that path is of the
greatest wor shi ps, and by Godobs grace, you

the fighters of the early Islam era. May the longevity of the divine path

toughen you, just as the twenty some vyears of sufferings made the honorable
Prophet ¢) tougher and tougher. May Godthe Exalted, grant victory to

Il slam and free Musl i ms. Maleugdoybd s peace, mercy &

Ruhullah akFMusaw al-Khomeini
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Interview

Date: October 26, 19784ban 4, 1357 AHS / Dhl-Qadah 23, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The political and socialist of the Islamic regimégovernment)
Interviewer: (British) Rauter Press

Question: [What is the political and socialnature of your regime? Some say
Islam is conservative.]

Answer: Islam is the religion of progression. The @ur is the way to
human progression and flourishing. Let us see what the disputes wee ihe

Shah 6 s regi me. He has an affiliated regi me
promotes American plans in Iran, and these plans have dragged tamard
desol ati on. He has furnished Russi ans wi t h

resources, in order to Kkeepthings in balance. Islam wants Iran to be
independent. Which of these two is considered conservative? Theh Sk

regime has demolished all freedoms in JIran. We should not have wanted
freedom of votes and equality in economic and political opportunitidfs we

were conservatives. But, Islam is in such a high level of perfection that it has

from the beginning based its progress on free discussions, and the fight
against censorship. The &ho s regi me, according t o t he
puppets in the parliament, media and government, has beedrowned in

corruption, and the engineers of this regime have stolen and squandered
billions of t his countryads wealt h; i s it
corruption? The Sih 6 s regi me has ed mphk e t national s hat
economy. Frequent warnings were given to this effect, years ago. But the

Sheh  has been busy spending millions of dollars on advertising for the
fifeconomic miracl eo and it he uni que gr owt h
devastation of the county 6 s economy, being conservatiwv
committed hundreds of treasons to the country that will make such a long

list; is opposing these treacheries being conservative? In fact, it is not the
confrontation  between the conservatives and the grpssives that Iran s

dealing with, but it is rather the confrontation between the whole mation

who not only wants its legitimate right for real progress, but also demands its

right to lived and a regime who is an unquestionable American element
endang r i ng Il rands entity. The worl d medi a s h
people around the globe. To handle their own crises, the giants of the world,

roll the countries wunder their domination down the slope of destruction, and
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in order to mislead the publ opinion of their people, they hide the truth
from their people, and exhibit the fight for rights and real progress as the
fight  between the conservatives and  progressives of the most degraded
regimes.

Q: [How are the relations of this movement withhe opposition parties and
groups?]

A: All groups are free in expressing their opinions; however, we will not
allow treason.

Q: [If the Shah resigns, what would the new regime be Ilike? Wil the
religious authorities rule themselves?]

A: The religious athority will not rule by themselves; they will rather
supervise and direct those executive affairs. This government will rely on the
peopl eds vot es and wi || be under publ i c
all times.

Q: [What is your analysis ohe Iranian army? What role will they play?]

A: The lIranian army is wunder American domination. We will banish them
and will return them to their real duty and eolwhich is defending the
country.

Q: [How should the relations between Iran and the West &adjusted? Are
you antiWest?]

A: No, We are not amtiVestt We are seeking independence and we will lay
the foundation of our relation with the West upon that We want people of
ran not be westernized and proceedoward progression and civilization on
national and religious bases.

Q: [What do you think of the Soviets?]

A:  The Soviets support the &h Even their representatives at the United
Nations supported the &h The Soviets too, just as the Americans and the
British, have committed and will comi t any crime to swallow |Iranés

Q: [Shism has a liberal and revolutionary tradition, talk about the tradition

of objection in Shism, if you may?]
A: Shism has fought for a just government from the beginning.
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Speech

Date: October 26, 1978Aban 4, 1357 AHS / Dul-Qadah 23, 1398 AH]
Place:Neauphlele-Chateau, Paris, France

Subject: The Stkah himself as the prime culprit behind all of the crimes in Iran
Occasion:Aban 4,theSBh 6 s bi rt hday

Addressees: A group of Iranian students and resnds abroad

[In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merdiful

Black clothingontheSlah 6 s bi rt hday

Today, on October 26 [Aban 4, even IraG own radio service has
spoken of demonstrations and disturbances taking place in many of the cities
in Iran; and according to reports, people in Qum, northern Tehran and certain
other places have dressed in black clothing; black banners also being in
evidence in some places.

The Pr ogtirth & shgce 6f blessings

There are different kinds of birthgse one kind of birthday is something
from which goodness springsit is a source of blessingsit is something
which leads to the oppressor being crushed and to the- idwld firetemples
being destroyed. This is the kind of birthday which pertains the Holy
Prophet ¢. It has been said that the fire in the terhplat Pars was
extinguished and that the columns ofTage Kasra ( Khosroeo$ Pal s
tumbled to the ground. History has spoken of this demolition and extirpation,
but the point to bear inmind is that at that time two powerful forces were in
existence: one of them comprising the oppressive rulers of the day, and the
other, the fireworshipping clerical authorities, and with the birth of the Holy
Prophet, because he had been brought intos world, these two forces were
eventually destroyed. One of them being the -awpiring columns of Tag-e

1 A fire temple is a special structure in whose center there is a container for fire. Zoroastrians
used to consider fire as sacred since it is a cleansing agent. When the ever burning fire of Pars
fire temple suddenly went aqutit is thus regarded as the collapse of that official religion in
those days which coincided with the birth of the Holy Prophet of Islash &nd the beginning
of the new faith of Islam.
2 Tag-e Kase: the most famous construction that the Sassanid kifmgslt and it is rumored
that this palace was built by Khosroe | and still others believe that it was one among other
palaces built by Sinpur, the first Sassanid king.
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Kasra which served as a visible sign of these powerful forces came tumbling
down.

Anushirvan the Just of whom some speak, is nothing but aytm He
was i n fact a cruel tyrant of a man , but
comparison to other kings, for otherwise how could he possibly be called
fi Aushirvan t he ?! Jtuwas owith the birth of the Holy Prophet into this
world that these columns of oppression collapsed. That is, the roots of
oppression were eradicated and the flames of dualism, polytheism and fire
worship  were extinguished because the Prophet came into the world; the
foundations of both of the powerful forces which prevailed that time were
destroyed because of him. The following two basic principles then became
widespread via the Holy Prophet, monotheism grew waitte, and, God
willing, still continues to grow; and the essential purpose of prophethood was
actually redked, for the real purpose of prophethood is a prd@phemission
to wipe out the roots of power held by those in authority who treat the people
unfairly. Thus, the Prophet had come to wipe out these roots of oppression,
to destroy these columns of opps®n which were so impressive, these
palace columns which were erected through the hard toil of these poor
people, through the torment suffered by these poor people, through the
exploitation of these poor powerless people. And at the same time, simae t
which  really matters is the spread of monotheism, the Prophet destroyed
those places from where fire and beings other than God were worshipped,
and he extinguished the fires therein.

Birth of the Shah, the commencement oflarkness and corruption

However, quite the opposite results from the births of certain other
people, and October 26 is a case in point. Of course, | must beg the Holy
Prophets forgiveness for mentioning his birthday in conjunction with that of
this despicable wretch (the &), but it is a case of wanting to compare light
to darkness, of comparing a true human being to one who is inhuman. And it
is this inauspicious birthday[of the Sklh] which has led to the present state
of affairs of which you are all aware. These two iaffa concerning the signs
of polytheism and oppression constituted t
coming and indeed both of these signs were eventually wiped out by him, but

1 Khosroe I, known as Asshirvan t he Just 0, a king of t hoe theSassani d
throne in 531 CE), had all of his brothers and their male offspring killed at the onset of his
reign. Within one day this man massacred the Mazdakites who are said to have numbered

80,000, while other of his cruel deeds included the murder of WWBgmehr, his learned
minister, whose execution he ordered.
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the situation with regard to them both was reversed with the birth of this
person! That is to say, the birth of this person has led to a situation where
both fire worshippers and the worship of fire have gained strength and have
been promoted, and where the roots of oppression have become increasingly
firm. And this is especly the case in our own country of IranOne side of

the story in Iran concerns the fire worshippers who live in and around %Yazd,
and who have been given so much encouragement and support, that
according to the newspapers, these American fire wordlsippeven wrote to

the Shkh thanking him and stating that no one else had hitherto supported and
honored their faith t o t he extent t hat he
soon awoke. Even though they awoke after the fact, they nevertheless awoke
in time and were thus able to prevent this person from following his plans
through. The American fire worshippers and the wealthy among them had
intended to impose their will upon him (the &l or perhaps it was also a
case of him being found willing,but whatever, there was more to this affair

than that which | have mentioned. There was much more involved than the
issues | have pointed to and indeed these issues were of a more delicate
nature.

TheShah 6 s t of pransoting Zoroastrianism and changing the Hijr i calendar

It all began when he helped to promote some of the fire temples and
changed the calendar whereby time was reckoned according to Zoroastrian
history rather than that of Islam. God knows that this act of betrayal by him
toward Islam and this affront to the Holy Prophets) ( constitute a crime of
much more serious proportions than that of these Kkillings which he has
brought about. If we were to balance all these kilings against this one deed
which involved changing the official atendar of Islam, changing the symbol

' The province of Yazd, situated in t he south of
(Zoroastrianism having been the religion of Iranians in the ancient past) and its fire temple,
having retained its fame, is still highly regarded by Iranian Zoroastrians. By holding the - two

andah al f millennia celebrations, building up Il rands
promoting ancient beliefsin  particular the Zoroastrian faith and invented religionsuchs as

Baheismd the Iranian regime intended to obliterate the religion of Islam, or at least to
weaken it and place it on a par with other religious faiths. This policy was continuously
promoted by broadcasting and publishing special programs and ihateead to this end,

several meetings and seminars were held each year. That which was in fact promoted by the
Sheh  however, involved much more than the Zoroastrian faith alone. Today, the Zoroastrians

in Iran are officially regarded as a religious miho in the Islamic Republic. They are free to

conduct Zoroastrian religious ceremonies and have their own representative in the Parliament.
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of monotheism, the symbol of humanity, into these things which relate to fire
wor shipper s, i nto a fire wor shi pper so
Zoroastrians, then we would see that this crime outweighs all of tiber
crimes that he has committed against us. This person wanted to Irusnlsa mo
reputation and worth; he wanted to destroy the symbol of Islate has sent
our oil to them, taking it and giving it away to them. These are things which
matter in  mateal terms only but which nevertheless clearly constitute a
crime. Giving a countiis reserves away to foreigners constitutes a crime
against a nation, but changing the calendar constitutes an affront to the
reputation of Islam. And this is exactly whathis person has done. Indeed, if
it were not for that punch which the nation gave him in the mouth, thus
compelling him to bring back the |Islamic calendar and dispose with the
Zoroastrian  calendar, then this affair would have developed even further.
Basically, they had intended to return things to the way they were before the
Holy Prophet of Islam, to the time of those tyrannical kings; those vicious
murderers; and they had intentions of behaving as the Ilatter had done and of
bringing about the samestate of affairs that had existed at the time of these
kings.

iPdmani'anis s nhe belief that Iran must  preserve its Iranian
identity! But do the ancient kings mean everything to you? Are the ancient
kings all that you can claim to have had in thgmast? Just look at what these
kings did to the people. And the same goes for that group which comprised
the Magf and others like them, just look at how they treated the people of
Iran.

The Prophet (§) and Imam Ali6 sa) cénductin governance

As for the other side of the story, this concerns how the Holy Prophet
behaved toward his own people when he came and called on them to believe
in  monotheism, and even how he behavewward those infidels who paid
tribute to the Islamic state, those people who reweagainst religion. Hadrat
Amir  (Imam  Ali), may Godods p e ac,e oncéd esaid utpab nhe had m
heard of an army of soldiésapparently they  had been BMui yahos
soldier$ arriving at a certain place and of them stealingamong other
things, an anklet &m the foot of a noMuslim [dhimni],> from the foot of a

! The idea of reviving the Great Iran.

2 The Zoroastrian clergy, which constituted a powerful and influential sclasluring the
Sassanid Empire.

3 Dhimm: nonMuslim citizen of the Muslim state, whose rights and obligations are
contractually determined.
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woman who was either Jewish or Christian. Accounts describe hbladrat

Amir t hen sai d: AEvVen i f one di ed of gri ef
not be an oThig risr thea &ihdi b person he was. This is the kind of

ruler we seek. We seek the kind of regime whose ruler, whose d kiged,

it is impertinent of me to call Hadrat Amir i 16 iwhoged ruler, whose

leader, is like he who governed over a range of countries including Hiez,
Iran, Egypt and so on; like he who showed concern for all of his subjects,
including the person who was not of his own faith. On the very day that they
swore allegiance toHadrat Amr, accepting him as their sultan as it were, as
their Imam and Caliph, once homage had been paid to him, he took up his
pick and went to work, for he was someone who wused to get things done
himself, through his own toil. But why should he have done dtinby did he

dig the soil? Once he had in fact dug a well; sameocame to him to
congratul at e him after whi ch he replied:
you shoul d congratul ate. 0 He t hen asked
endowed the place in question to the indidentres, we seek a ruler like
Hadrat Amir, who would sit and reckon the accounts of the public treasury in
the light emitted from one lamp, from one paraffin lamp or oil lamp or
whatever kind of lamp they used at that time. In fact, on one occaklagrat
Amir was busy making such calations when somebody called on him to
discuss something which bore no relation to the work in which tHedrat
was engaged at that moment. aim Ali therefore turned out the light saying:
AUNt il t his mo me nt I was reckoneasugy. Thih e
light is public property and | was wusing it to enable me to do work which
relates to the peogle property, but now that you wish to speak to me about
something else, something which bears no relation to the public treasury,
why should we continue to use the peofde lamp? Of course no one can
behave as Hadrat Amir did, no one in the world is capable of this, but the
least we ask is that our ruler be someone who is not a thiefl Now we have
reached the stage where we will be content tovehaa ruler who at least does
not steal to such an extent, a ruler who will not plunder the wealth of these
people so, or oppress them in this way.

Vain actions

As | previously explained, the birth of the Most Noble Messengs), (ed
to the fires in tk firetemples being or rather it can be said that he
extinguished the fikemples of oppression, but on the contrary, his (the

! Refer toBihar al-Anwar vol. 41, p. 39.
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Sheh 6 s ) intention to rel i ght Accdrdng tof whate they i n S
say, he has actually given his approval ansupport to some of the fire
temples  which are located around Yazd. Furthermore, he changed the
calendar and he had intended to -continue with this line of action, putting such
plans into effect one by one that is, of course, untii the nation came to the
rescue and caused the columns ofh s 5 oRaldce to tumble to the ground,
meaning that oppression needs to be destroyed in the same Bay.you now

see what he did to this nation? Do you see how he has oppressed and
continues to oppress this nation? etY even at this late hour, now that his
number is up and his efforts are in vain, he has come up with certain ideas!
From what they say, the regime has sent a certain group of people to
Kerman, people who are supposediykolis, people whom they call vaant

now whether the regime paid these people to go there or not | do notdknow
but it is similar to what happened in the year when digmgh Madrasah was
stormed. On that occasion | was present was in Qum when those SAVAK
agents and those commandogp osi ng as Apeasant sdyyahchar ge
Madrasah, setting fire to the Q@u setting fire to turbans, flinging people to
their deaths from the roof. And all this was supposedly done because the
peasants no longer favored thekhund It was claimed that these peasants no
longer desired to follow the Qam, that they did not want theakhund But is

this really the case? Whenever the peasant is questioned as to what he
desires, he replies that he desires both therQamd Islam.

A memory of the thwarting of one of the plots in 13422AHS [circa 1963]
Those commandos and the others who vyou (theah)Shtrained in order to

crush Islam, are they really our peasants? Yes indeed, | was present to
witness events and to see what they (the regime) did oat tbhccasion. They
even came to my home at that time, but the harsh reaction | shaoweedrd

them prevented them from fulfilling their intentions.The whole incident at
Faydiyyah began during a gathering there. Certain speakers wished to speak

at this @thering, and | had either already spoken or was due to speak when
someone told me, and indeed | myself witnessed, that an uncalled sdlamwat

had been chanted. | then instructed a friend to announce that should anyone
attempt to cause trouble at theatlgering, then | would ascend the pulpit in

the courtyard of the holy shrine ofHadrat Masumah ¢) and would speak out
to the people there. Those agents present were not the sort of people to
persist with  such  behavior knowing that it would bring abousuch
consequences; and since they were at a loss as to what they should do, they
left the gathering. It was on that same day that they poured intodiylyal
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