The man from

Were Islam to disappear into: the
farthest corner of the universe, @ men
from Persia would retrieve it. L

— Prophet Muhammad.

or the first time in several
Fcentunes a single voice emerged
to speak for the whole of the
Muslim World, and to speak with such
magnificient force and = power. a8
to shake the world to its very founda-
tion, changing. in the process, the
tone and texture of global politics.
That lone voice, that single, unique
leader was Imam Khomeim the
great Persian or Iranian scholar whose
death on 29th, Shawwal 1409 (June 3,
1988), we now mourm.

No one familiar with laumn. o

history will be surprised that lmam

homeini has come from Iran. From | '
the very start. Islam recognized. the .

sterling qualities of the Persians, as
several statements of Prophet Muha-
mmad (SAW) have indicated, one of
which we have quoted at the begining
of this essay. The celebrated historian,
Ibn Khaldun. has attributed many of
the ‘intellectual and scientific . land-
mazks in the history of Islam to
Persians, saying that these achieve-
ments were a fulfilment of the Prophet

Muhammad’s prophecies. It is indeed.

the universal recognition of the inhe-
rent qualities of the Persians as 8 force
to reckon with as far as the cause of
Islam is concerned that Muhammad
“Iqbal Islam’s most accomplished poet
of the present era predicted more than
fourty years ago, that the rise of Islam
would start in Persia, now Iran. Posses-
sed with a rich and very emotive lan-
guage, the Persians have also an
unibelievable capacity for sacrifice and
an  unshakable commitment to 8

chosen cause. 3

Probably no revolution in co-
temporary history has raised' such.

passion and made such an impact
on the whole world as the lranian
Revolution. Firstly, it was the first
revolution which came to challenge
the European Civilization frontally
and from all angles, a challenge it was
able to sustain since 1978. Secondly,

the revolution threw overboard one of

the most entrenched, most protected,

‘though also one’ of the most éomlpt

:thought, has disappeared in:a the
honzon, never 1o retum.. g

_cizimed with some ju

regimes ‘M modern  times. Squﬂy
after - America eXtoted Shah’s Tran’ ‘a8 /|
an island of stability, the countiy was '
ontmd by tMolunon Thirdly, .

givilization of the future,
<.~ Imam Khomeini has irreversably

_altered the course of history. Early

_signs-of this are alreadysvisible. At
‘I home, he'bas virtually created a ne¥
mation with 8 new sense:of didentity,
‘having a mmnt that is coculwral
‘with' its own people, when surrégate

‘| regimes wage ‘cultural wat on their

‘own peopis s nstion full of confidence

|| im< ritself,: @ nation well' and truly
1k free.: Again; this is the first time since

- the: ‘rise; vof + Buropean -‘eivilization
5| “ that a fred nation, not subject to Euro-

b 4 | pean cultural, economic orideo

- Imam> Heahm history
‘ o{ Islam

and indeed most. unporunw, the i
revolution was Islamic, a fact that
took; the world by surprise and threw
it into utter bewildammt. Before the |
revolution, Islem was thought. of |
universally a8 & spent force, a-chviliza-' |
tion so completely and irrevocably
dead from the fatal blows inflicted by
.the West that its retum to. life was
considered inconceivable, Islam, it was

-!M 1

. Then, . all of a sudden, lshm
returned in a most cataclysmic manner
The spearhead of this unique event in
modern history was Imam Khomeini ,:
His revolution has been compared in
well informed ‘circles to the French
Revolution. The Freach Revolution, it
should be remembered, altered - the
course of history most profounaly;

giving the Bumopean. civilizafion. for
.which' it w;m»:mmm‘
thnthwit y all

‘'over the globe. Modem eon;:

with. the French Ravommw ‘the
‘same token, the Iranian Revalution
of 1978 can. justifiably bc_u_rd_mhm
set the pace for another era in human
history, when Isiam . re-entered  the
world stage after many ceaturies of
subjugation, . paralysis - and, near-
oblivion - tp begin & new life as the

‘imposed an

control, has emerged. In justa e

i1 the fruits of this freedom ase there for

| alf-to-sce.dram is on the verge of sclf-
i| sufficiency lin food, and 8 making so
| imuch: breakthrongh in: science. and
techmology,.

|| expressed in the West that the world

that feass :¥are  being

1 is witnessing the emergence of s global
power. Even more remarkable is the
fact that Iran is not indebtud to any
nation on earth, npot indeed to the
IMF, World Bank, the Club of Paris or
any other economic power. Iran
speaks, proudly and confidently, with
any natjon, any power bloc or any
world institution as an equal. Perhaps
‘most important of all is the cultural
‘snd spiritual renaissance that this
nation enjoys today, which is the
ultimate source of its stremgth.

" * Iran has paid, and continues to
pay, a heavy price for its freedom.
The West imposed ail sorts of econo-
mic sanctions, subjected the country
to:. gt manner of political balckmail
end subversions, attempted a military
invasion, launched a vicious and sus-
tained propaganda war, and finally
eight-year war with
devastuting ferocity.” But Iran stood its
ground and survived the multi-dimen-
sional wars. Iran has become a shin-
ping example and an imspiration not

{ only for:the Muslim coultries but also
the countries of the " Third Word.

The remark once madc*beenis Healey
one time British Defence Minister to
g8y that if Iran were gllowed to pre-
vall, it would mesn the end of
Westem civilization which represents
ﬁlo Wnt s beliefs and fear of the inhse-
See page 23
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