Imam Khomeni's Impact on Islamic World

T'he Mustim Ummah passed through a crucial period of

one decade since the advent of the Islamic Revolution on
February 11, 1979, under the leadership of Imam Khomeini
lo the ume ol his demise, June 3, 1989. The Ummah has
been facing many problems and buming issues and the
Muslim peoples of different countries continue 0 struggle
in varying degrees for overcoming the problems,
knam Khomeini as a true leader of the Muslim Ummah
had to devote apart of his multidimensional role to deal
with the protlems of the Muslim world and the Ummah.
His concern over the problems and the miseries of the
Ummah has special significance. Therefore, his ideas,
approach and role in dealing with the problems and
issues of the contemporary Muslim world deserve (o be
properly surveyed and analysed and to find out lessons
for the whole Ummah,

Views of the Quran and Sunnah of Prophet (S) with

regard the muslim community and mponubilixy of
cooperation among themselves .

The Holy Quran and Sunnah categoricially stressed the
need for Musliiim Brotherhood and cooperation among
themselves. According to the Holy Quran “Muslims are
but a single brotherhood™ “They are friends and

42

proteciors of one anotiicr.™ (AL-Quran). Therefore the
holy Quran commands the Muslims that “If they scck
your duty to help them ..™ (Al -Quran). If Mushm
peoples do not help one another, according 10 the Holy
Quran “there would be turmoil and oppression on earth
and greal mischief. ;* Al-Quran also emphatically ¢x-
horts the Muslims to fight “in the cause of Allah and of
those who are being ill-fight “in the cause of Allah and of
those who are being ill-tereated and (oppressed) from
men, women and children..."” Particularly where some
Muslims are oppressed other Muslims must come for-
ward to help them. It is the normal behaviour and
attitude of every Muslim to help other Mushim because
“Muslim are (by nature) compassionate among each
other ***

Holy Prophet (S) also explained the same idca of
brotherhood and cooperation. He says, “Believers arc
like a wall - dne part of it strengthens the other parnt’”’
“They are like a (human) bouy in friendship, love and
affection and kindness. If one part of it becomes ill,
whole part responds in fever and sleeplessness.’® Prophet
(S) also says; A Muslim is brother of another Muslim, he
ncither oppresses him nor let him to be destroyed.*
**The blood af Muslim is same. They are alike against
other,""1?



Imam Khomeini's attitude towards Muslim Ummgh

4 ) f ' J 5 .
lmam  Khomeini " @ a tue leader of Islag, ' and
Umimah elea: v tollowed the spirit of the Quran and the
Sunnah of Prophet (8) - the Islam Brotherhood. He
considered hinself and his own country as a part of the
Ummah and -vas always deeply concerned over, the
problems of the Muslim world. He categorically and
unambigously <tated his ideas on the problems of the
Muslim world 1n various speeches on dilferent occa-
stons. Inone i his such speeches he said *...as Muslims
we can not thiak ourselves as being separate from the
counnunity of world Muslims. And Islam is never con-
coood wathin ihe boundaries of any single nation. It is
Islen wherover it s found. Islam exists in Egypl as it
doee i Irag o Hejaz or Syria and elsewhere in the
winld. We v not separate our accounts {rom the rest
aithe world Moshuns, We lost 30 many ol our people for
the sake of Islan and we cannot look upon the fale of the
Arub-world as being spearate l'rom our own. We are all
Mushims and as such we are responsible 10 safeguard
Islam wherever it exists."!!

The above uotstion clearly manifests the attitude of
Linam Khomeni wowards the problems of the Muslim
world. He wenufied himself and his own country with
the whole Ununah. In his idea, his own country is an
inseparable past of the future of the other Muslim na-
nons. On one occassion, He stated; We regard the
Muslim of the world as the Muslim of our country and
consider ourscives as a part of their future, "? Imam
Khomeint e b -d the message of universal Islamic Broth-
crhood,

lmaan Khonie ai's views on the problems of the Muslim
VWaorld

i o find out soy solution of the problem and devise the
correct straic gy for fighung the enemics one must know
iy ccal naure of the problems and the relawed 1ssue.
Imum Khomeind analysed the nature of the problems of
the Muslim wan 1d correctly and reached their depth. His

vicws in thes regards can be outlined as follows:

A Probicms related to Islamic Ummah: According
to liniun Khomeini problems of Muslim countries
are not niere nationalistic, ethnic or communalistic
but these are related o Istam and Ummah, All
these problems therefore should be viewed and
solution be sought and put forward in this
perspecuve. One  Muslim country’s problem
caninot ¢ 1solated from Islam and the whole
Umman  Seculanstic approach will not solve
the e ent problems of the Muslim world. Only
pure IsL.umc and Ummah as the basis of appr
oach can be effecuve. Every Muslim nation
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should comsider fself a.'the pant ob e -.-;h:ulﬁ
Ummah.As imam Khomeing in his message
Gorbadhev clearly stated, "We regafd U
Muashim of the world as the Muslinis of our uwn
country and consider ourselves as a part of duerr
future.”13

Every Muslin therefore should be aware of the
problems of the Muslim countries. A Muslim
cannod avoid this as Imami Khomeini sad “We
must be aware of wnat 18 happenmg  in
other countnes of the world and owr Jduly 1n tis
regard”14

Problems redated o (Hobal Kh_,.’a"' Global
Kulr— the supcrpowers are direcy or indirectly
related to the problems we are facing now., We
must understand  that  the major  probleis
particularly the Quds and ialestine, Lebanon
and Afghanistan issue are the direct product of
imperialist-Zionist conspiracy. Superpowers are
clearly related with this, Thercfore o Lind our any
solution super-power'involvement must  be
considered. Superpowers are the plunderers and
conspirators ag:.unst Islam and Muslin Umnuah.
Zionist impenalism and 1Ls allies as the roots of
all cvils miseres of the Mushim lands, and thereiore
they must be challanged. No solution of the
problems and the world Muslim is possible with
out fighting and .« feating the supemowers and its
allics in the Mu..ua lands,

Governments of the Mwlim couniries e
lackys ofimperiulism; Most of the yoverninents
of the Muslim lunds direcdy or indirectly e ihe
lachys of impcrichist forces. According W it
Khomeini. * Most of the governments have their
hands locked with those of the sujrpowers
Consequently you see thal whenever such almxiies
of the US wke place, the Muslun that 15 the
Islarnic governmenis do not take any posituon. If
occasionally one of them says someuning it is jus
lip-service™15

Therefore the so-called Mushim govermenents
cannot solve the problems of the Quds, Palesune,
Lebanon, Afghanistan and other.

Fighting must icad to esiablishment of Islumic
siate: As the problems ! the Muslim lands are
deeply related to [slam and no secular soluuon in
effective, theretore, all struggle must be on the
basis of Islam and the struggks against umpenalisn
and their local agents must lead ulumaiely w
islamic Revoluuon and [slamic state.
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Process and hll‘ﬂlﬂﬂlt&ﬂ"ﬂﬂl‘i&ﬂ Ilr Imam I'Z:hﬂmnm

Process - and strategies for :h.c hbuauun n} Quds
and Palestine, Lebanon and Afghanistan, fighting the
cnemies of Islam and the Ummah, Imam Khomeini
showed a clear-cut path. His ideas and thoughts in this
regard and outlined as follows:

!-.il-

Mass-mobilization on the basis of Islam: Imam
Khomewni believed in the strength of masses. He
believed that only mobilized Muslim masses can
solve the problems of the Muslim World. Until
and wnless the muslim masses are properly mobilized
it is not possible to change the existing situation.
Therelore Muslim masses are (o be awakencd and
mobilized.

Superpower are to be challanged: Since the
superpowersare the root cause of the problems of
the Muslime World, they must be direculy
challenged. Imam Khomeini always emphasised
this point. They are the Satanic forces. They must
be fought. He wurged the Muslim peoples. that
“they should stand against the superciliously amogant
powers and devourers and not sit passively unlil
the liberation of the oppressed from the oppression
of the powerful. The oppressed masses which
comprise the absolute majority of the people of
the world should feel assured that the promise of
the Suprcme Lord is near, and the star of the
opressor is setting down. 16 Citting the example
of the Islamic Iran, Imam would tell the world
Mushims “by itthey may find their own Islamic
potential and forever throw. away the growls of
the Last and the West and their dependents and
residue, and let it be example to them 1o risc up
with aith in the Supreme Lord and reliance on the
power of Islam cutting the criminal interests (of
the enemies of Islam) from their own countries
and tocusing on the liberation, of our noble Quds
and Palestine as their principle aim. In this way
the disgrace of the Zionism, this off-shoot of the
United States can be wiped out.”17 _

Jihad — Un-compromising siruggle and fight is
necessary: Imam Khomeini always emphasised
upon that compromising approaches and policy is
very deurimental to Muslim interest, It will not
solve the problems. He wondered the behaviour
of the heads of the Muslim countries by saying,
“Don’'t the heads of the Muslim countries yel
know that negotiations with powerful statement
and the criminals of the history will not end in the
liberation of Quds or Lebanon or Palestine, but
will result in the increase of their crimes and

oppréssive acts? " He aguin asked the. peoples:
“The Mushm NAalions spec l-.l.“a' the Palgsunian
and Lebanese nations should punish those who
wisle lime mdulbmg in political mancuvers and
not to be influcnced by such games which bear no
result for the oppressed nations except their loss.”" ™.
So there is no room for compromise and give-and-
take method. The Muslims should use, as Imam
Khomeini urged, ‘faith dependent machine gun
and ke power of Islam and keep away [rom
political games which reck of compromise and
guraniec of the satisfaction of the supcr-power, 20

To rise up against the local agenis of
superpowers: Imam Khomeini clearly stated that
the existing rulers of the Muslim lands can not
solve the problems. They are the swoges of the
Zionist-ynpenalist powers. So people should rise
against them and pave the way for establishing
Islamic statc-permanent solution of the problems.
He asked “The noble people of Egypt and Irag and
other countrics who are under the domination
ol hypocrites should rnise up and not Listen o
the corrupt loudspeakers of the criminals
pesudo-Muslims and fear not the [ragile power of
these treachcrous people.’™* He also hoped that
“by the noble nations uprising, certain treacherous
lcadeds who rule over the Muslims and Islam arc
hand in hand with Israel and act upon the orders
of US In opposition Lo the interest of the Mushims,
will be cast from the scene and buried in the gave
of history. The usurper rulers who are siding with
the unbelievers in the way of unbelievers and
apostate such as Saddam against Muslims and
are raining blows on Muslims and [slam, should
be pushed from the scene of Islam. They should be
deposed from their rule over Muslims."'#

It is the duty of Muslim people to dethrone the
unlslamic and hypocratic rulers and make the
country an Islamic state.

Whole Ummah should be awakened and
mobilized for the liberation and solution of the
burning issues of the Muslim World: Whole
Ummah should be awakened wnited and mobilized.
Imam laid great emphasis wpon this point. He
said:*All Muslims must be warned and must
understand how strong their spiritual powers and
economic powers are, Muslims and onc billion
peoplz,supported by God, Islam and the power of
faith.” This wondwide mobilizabon of the Ummih
is an esscntial part of the struggles against cnemies
of Islam and for the liberauon of the Quds,
Palestinc, 1 ¢cbaaon and Afghanistan.



dmpact.

The impact of Imam Khomeini's ideas and ihmdﬁhts.
his role and contributions has been tremendous upon
the Muslim  world, particularly upon Lhe three major
issus and problems i.e. Qudsand Palestine, Lebanon
and Alghanistan. Even a brief discussion would reveal
this truth. |

Quds and palestine: Palestine and Quds issue is the
long-standing problem, This is the greatest challenge 1o
the Muslim world. The Zionist-impenalist superpowers
ciodted this  problem as  a part of their subversive
acuvities and conspiracy against Islam and the Muslim
world. For the 1ist 40 years, the Palestiman Muslims
lhove been flighting tor their exisience and frecdom. The
Hevinmate Zionist sute fully aided by the imperealist
loices  Nighting [slam and the Muslim world. They
captuied the Holy Quds, the first prestige of the Ummah.
S0 Imam Khomeini declared Quds issue is the first and
the furemost issue of the Ummah. According to him
hiberauon of Quds is the holiest duty of the Muslim.
Suugele for Quds is the suuggle against Zionism,
unpenalism, falschood, exploilation and any sont of
aggression, i is the struggle for the restoration of the
honour and presuge of the Ummah, So he utilized every
opportunity  for awakening the conciousness of the
peoples o wards this issue. He declared last Friday of the
Rumadhanof cvery year as Quds day for awakening and
mobtlization of the Ummah. To populanse the Quds
issue throughout the world in its proper perspeclive,credil
eoes 10 Imam Khomeini, He gave anew meaning, a new
sense of direction urgency and new impetus to the Quds
and  Palestiniain struggle. he shifted the issue from
natioiahist-seculaist frame-work 1o the Islamic frame-
work  Inspired by Imam Khomeini’s ideas the Intifada
(uprising) of Palesunian peoples on the bhasis of Islam
became possible. Though the Palestinian people and
the -Umimah  have to hHght a long way to reach the
eoul but it must be along the path iniuated by Imam
k homent,

Lebanon: Lebanon is another burning issue of the
Muslim world. This is also created by Zionist-imperial-
ist powers. Muslims are being divided and oppressed.
lmam Khomeint's idea of uncompromising Jihad and
unity of all factions of Muslims enhanced the struggle

of Lebanese Muslims. Lebanese issue is nol a2 mere

commundl 15508, ii_is an Islamic issue and can be solved

. only through Islamic struggles. Following the guidance

of Imam, the Islamic Iran played und is playing a vital
roje in Lebanon. We  think that ulumale success of
Lebancse Muslimscan uonly bepossible by following the
line of Imam Khomeii,

Afghanistan: Afghanistan is another buming issue. It
was created after: Islamic Revolution in Iran. It is the
counter attempt of the Sowviet Union to resist the
ultimate ecxpansion of Islamic Revolution. But the
brave Afghun peoples being inspired by the Imams
ideas and the Islamic Revolution put up suongesl
resistance against the fully equipped Soviet anny. With
in cight-years struggles and Jihad Soviet Lmon was
compelled 1o withdraw its army. ILis the primary viclory
of the Afghian Mujatudin. [tis proved lorthe birsttimic in
the history that Sovict ariny could be deleated in the
batle-ficld by the pcoples equipped wath Lath  and
sacrifice. Afghanistan 15 the prospecuve  Ishunic
republic, But the supcerpowers and their allies arce rying
o resist  Alghanistan 10 be an Islumic Ropublic. 1
Afghan Mujihideen follow the path ol Imam Khome-
uncompronnssing strug e for Islam, sacnfice and solid
units it 13 hoped that Superpowers conspiracy can be
overcome and vltimate victory-an Islamic Rovolution
will take plice

Conclusion

_ Owr briel discussion reveals that lmam Khomem '
ideas and thoughts, role and conuinbutions (o the major
issucs of the present AMuslim world are vital and puo-
ncering. As a Leader of Islanuc  Revolution  andd
Ummah he gave the real  direcion, comprchicnsive
meaning of struggle, opened the uriversal dincision of
struggle, provided invincible courage and conlbdence,
shook the unperialisi-Ziomst powcers, showed the ¢lear
and correct path of success, Iman Khomeia ntiated
the future of the Ummah and now it 1s the wask of the
Muslim people to carry the banner, move the curavan
and reach the destinauon-liberate the (Juds, drive out thie
plunderers and world hypocrites and oppressors, make
all oppressed peoples particularly the Mushim Ummah
free [rcm the shackles of imperialism and superpowers
May Allah help the Ummah in this noble Lask.
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