INTRODUCTION

On June 3, 1989 Imam Khomeini. described es the “great [siamic schnlar
philosepher. respected gnostic and 2 great religious authority of the Shia World
me who was also the grand leader of the Islamic Revolution :}f Iran™ died,
leavipg behind him a legacy of 2 historical personelity that will take in any
scholars of our time a long time 1o unravel He had in February 1979, through
mobilizing the discontented masses of [ran managed 10 over throw the unpopular
government of the Shah and in its place ‘aving down the foundations of the

Isiamic Republic of Iran,

Years after the victorv of Imam Khomein; is aspirations zre still ziive and the
Qrdent followers of his path are aware of his aims and the number of his
followers increases dav by dav while the global Tslamic Movement started by
Imam Khomeini has gained momentum. This paper 1§ an attempt 10 look at Imam
Khomeini and the Uniy ersally desired svsiems. These desired systems are the
systems where ther¢ are no poor people. there is equality eor dignity for human

ife. unity and education for all

finam Khomeini and Poverty Alleviation

The Imam’s profound knowiedge in thgoiogy and Islamic sciences and current
affairs enabled him to stabilize the society 10 organize itself retigiously and thus
distribute the narienal rescurces equitable to zil the communities instead of being
1 the hands of the Shah or King He introduced Tslam as an i decicgy with a
ccmplete governing system which can fit in the curren: political scene of the
Werld  When Imam Khomeini introducad Isiamic poiitical thought to the worid
he firmly maintained she roots of Islam as laid down in the Quran and Sunna

which emphasizes the importance of sharing the wealth with the other Muslims



Equality of an~lankind

This 18 one of the universal desired svstems n the world. On 117 February 1979,
the franian masses, led bv Imam Khomein! final over threw the rule of the Shah
M|d est@lished the rule of [slam based on Islamic rules. This brought hope ta the
Viuslimis and to the oppressed of the world. It is reported that there is Jove and
respect of life of humanity irrespective of race or where vou come from. This was
retained by Imam Khomem! where the emphasiz was on the brotherhood of
mankind, an idea which these who are clamouring for equal oppeortunity and

afirmative action have been trving to attain for a long rime.

Suffice to queote one of the saying of the Imam “The Foreign Policy of Iran is
based in Mutual respect with all Governments without Discriminating amoag

them.”

jmam Khomeini and Unity

“As long as you mairtain your unity, God is with you God’s hand is with the
group” the Imam is quotred as having saic the gbove words. This quotation shows
that Imam Khomeini laid emphasis on unity first 35 the secret for vistory. Uity
i of different features vou covld talk of social unity, peliticsl unity, economic
unity or ideclogical unity. Islam with its belief in cne God {Allah) and umty in

Pravers becomes 2 great weapon universal I}

Unity has been cited 25 of profound importance in human <ommunity and
mcmbers of the human race always umiversally wish 10 have unity among

themselves What did the Imam see &3 the way to bring unity?

Qinea ha Inewr pacpla in the hiemen encisty had Aidfacent ramal haskgeannd,
deologies, tribes and sects he encouraged open discussions betwsen scholars of
ciiferent religions for the purposes of getting understanding and cooperation. 10
have dizlngue with the other commuzunies. This is a universaily desired svstem

and the Imag will be remembered for this



Fducation as Universally Desired Svstems

The Imam was himseif a respected scholar in various fields. During his time
numerous  educational institutions from primary, high school college to
upiversities were started thus a ciear indication that the education secror is highlv
deveinped 10 meet the needs of the people It was during the Imam’s tenure thai
many scholarly discussions ware held in the Mosques Fe encouraged

(ntercultural debates across religious domains

Conclusion

The Tmam will be remembered most {or his unswerving faith in religion in
whatever he did. Unitv which is the universaily desired system 1o him was 10 be
achieved through the wul of Allah He was a cham mpion of Isiamic unity. He

taught Musiims of all sects the Iinportance of unity 2nd worked towards I,

His thouchrs have ereatlv contribuied towards a hetter undersianding of Islam by
non Muslims and Musiiins alike. He will forever be remembered by zenerations

1o come. He was oae of the great leaders of this century who universally decided

to have nothing to do wath the apartheid regure of South Alica

e will be universallv remembered for championing the cause for the poor. He
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