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Abstract

From the beginming of development in man's civilization and
culmination of human society, when the governments were founded, every
government has adopted a certain model for administering the society under
its rule. One type of government is democracy whose roots date back to
ancient Greece and with the course of time has undergone much change. It
has now come to be the superficial form of government in most of the western
countries under the name of government of the people over people. After the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, whose late founder Imam Khomeini, considering
people s will, declared the government as Islamic Republic, the world was
taken by surprise and could not make out the reconciliation between a
religious government and republicanism, and regarded it as an utter
paradox. Likewise, some of the admirers of the western democracy regarded
the reconciliation between Islam and democracy a kind of paradox and
anomaly. This paper is a review of the enlightening viewpoints of Imam
Khomeini and those of some other Islamic scholars on this matter, with the
aim of making though little effort in resolving this paradox.



Islam, the West and Human Rﬁ

Introduction

From the beginning of the Islamic Revolution and formation of the
Islamic Republic by the Revolution wise leader, Imim Khomeini, a question
has always been raised by the world’s politicians and mass media reporters.
what do you mean by this kind of government? Is it a conservative
government based on the religious ideals? Is it a communist government or a
capitalistic onc? Is it possible to talk of democracy in a regime that 15 based
on single religion and faith that is Islamic?

In answer 10 these questions Imim Khomeini used to express his ideas in
short, and in many cases left the comprehensive answer of these questions to
other scholars among whom, Martyr Mugahhari has expressed most ideas.

Two decades after the glorified Revolution, with regard to the doubts
raised on the problem of republicanism of the Islamic government, and on
the reconciliation of Islam and republicanism and democracy in an Islamic
system, it is worth analyzing, however briefly, Imdm Khomeini's views as
well as those of ‘Alldimah Tabditabd'l and Martyr Mutahbari and those of
other religious eminent personalities,

The concept of democracy has undergone much change, from the time of
its appearance in the Metropolis of the ancient Greece in which democracy
meant direct involvement of people in government up to now for which no
exact and comprebemuvc definition, despite its defender’s claim, is
presented. In different sciences, hence, the notion of democracy takes
different meanings. However, the concept of democracy, which has entered
other domains as well, producing such concepts as economic democracy,
social democracy, ete, is principally related to the realm of politics.

What prevailed and became known as political democracy, regardless of
its deficiencies and severe consequences was that defined by Abraham
Lincoln who thought democracy as “government of the people, by the people,
for the people™. Which minus the role of religion, it is accepted today,
Although democracy does not necessarily negate religion, its role is so highly
disregarded in law-making that it has practically led to its elimination,

Believing that democracy is part of Islam and that from Islamic point of
view people are free in both thought and action, Imim Khomeini does not
separate democracy from Islam.” Islam is indeed an advanced and democratic

' Diriylsh ‘Ashirt, “Dictionary of Political Termus”, Morvirid Publication, Telwmn, 11"
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rehigion. lslamnc laws are progressive and entail freedom, independence and
advances.'

The late ‘Allamah Tabdtaba'i says on this:

in the best possible way, those things through its rich ¢
memkam&ummmw
that they brought human rights. "

Imiém Khomeini says on this:

E

“In order for the people of the world to know what Islamic mcans, Islam's
laws should be made known to all. They did not let Islam to be known
They deluded our youths, They did not let the youths know what Islam s,
what law it has, what commandments God has given to us, what He has
given to us. If they let cach onc of these laws together with their political,
cconomic and other problems be put into action, they will understand that
neither their hollow democracy nor their human rights is a match for true
Islam. Their philanthropy should be compared with that of Islam ™

He also says:

“Our ideal democracy might be similar to that existing in the west. The kind
of democracy we want to establish does not exist in the west. Ours is
complete compared with that of the West "™

Martyr Mutahhari, also believes that the true-born form of democracy is
offered by Islam and goes on to use as a witness to his assertion and regards
it a social, practical monotheism, which, in his opinion, is equal to freedom
and democracy. Professor MulahharT then concludes that:

“As you can notice, there exist personal liberty and democracy mn Islam, of
cmmmmamuummmwmwm

mw
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As for the Islamic principles and Imim Khomeini's idess, Martyr
Mutahhari as well as other thinkers has maintained that the Islamic and the
western democracies have substantial differences while in some of the
principles, they are clearly antithetical. These discrepancies manifest
themselves more clearly in the origin of freedom, regard for man's freedom
in spiritual and matenial aspects, the way of looking to individual and society,
and fundamentals of legislation.

1. Differences in the origin of freedom

The Islamic democracy is based on the freedom of man but this freedom
is not himited to freedom of passions and carnal desires. That is the very
subtle point of difference between the prophets’ schools and human schools
which, in Martyr Mutahhari’s view their difference lies in that “The prophets
have come 10 grant to man spiritual freedom in addition to social freedom.™’
He believes that one cannot provide spiritual freedom but through prophets,
religion, and divine books.

“That we say democracy exists in Islam means that Islam wants to grant
to man real freedom-himiting brutality and frecing humanity,”

From Islam’s point of view, freedom and democracy are based on what
man’s human perfection requires, that is, “freedom is the right of man duc to
the fact that he is man”, the right of man’s human potentialities and not the
right of the individuals' desires and their passions, In Islam democracy
means the freed humanity

Elsewhere he says:

“Democmcy’s role, on the whole, is to provide freedom and Imiim *Ali's
caliphate is the best witness to this, Imim ‘All not only did not suppress
mhhoﬂawdqﬂwmanofuuwofmk&nmu‘gmul
that they cause confusion and disorder, but invited them to cniticism.

As he says n one sermon:

“Do not talk to me as if you are talking to an oppressor king and do not treat
me like when you are talking to an angry person. Do not treat me in
collusion matter. Do not think that the just word does harm to me and lest

you do not tell the right thing for the purpose of respecting me like a person

' Murtadi Mufshbart, Spiritual Speeches, Sulrd Publication, 10® edition, 1371 AHS, p 19

! Murtadi Mutahhart, About the Islamic Revolution, ibid, pp 102-104.

' Murtadt Mutahbast, Professor Migahhari’s Notex, Sadrd Publication, 1% edition, 1378 AHS,
vol. I, p. 97,
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who cannot bear the right word or when he is faced with justice. Then, do
mwoﬂmhﬂmmdtdhnphe&&hmldon«cmﬂamlf
above of committing a mistake ”

An example of the Islamic democracy in Imdm *Ali’s government is his
own tnal in the court selected by him. Our late Imim says on this:

“Do you know of any democracy in which the head of the government is
mmedbythejdgebefnnhim.ﬂe:rpuuinthem!mddnm
issues verdict aguinst him and he accepts

This 1s an instance of the Islamic democracy. Another example is the
wyhehveiOnhcve!ydaypeoplomeallcgunccwhmhemoklus
spade and hack and went to work.’

Martyr Mutahhari’s definitions of the Islamic democracy are quite
hmnmywilhlpiiuulfreedom.whkhbcbw:ud\cndfmbm

He believes that the Islamic democracy conforms to social and spiritual
freedom; he further adds that the Islamic democracy belicves in that social
freedom is not possible and practical without spiritual freedom.,

Great leader of the Revolution, Ayatullih Khimene'], also says on this:

“In the western thought, the origin of freedom, like any other man’s civil

rights, belongs to the category of man's rights, but Islam believes in
freedom as part of man’s instinct, that is, the right to freedom is in fisct, like
the right to life and living. wubthcbounduyofumuﬁudomb
only material values, in Islam moral losses are himits of freedom. ™

Hence, those who sacrifice spintual values for social values have
violated freedom boundaries. “This is the current ill of the human
society, which wants to provide social freedom but does not look for
spiritual freedom.”™ “The freedom I talked of and has come to form the
basis of the Western democracy, as we see, is in fact a sort of
animalism at large (unrestrained brutality). That man has a desire and

‘Md-uw Sermon 216.
Wyvlm ihid

‘mwmu/wm.wo‘m.m 1633 AHS, p. 2.
' Murtads Mugahhadt, Spiritval Speeches, ibid, p. 19.
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craving based on which he must be free, should not cause one to draw
distinction between human freedom and bestial freedom.™

2. The difference between the way of looking at the individual and
society A

Different philosophical and social schools hold different views on the
individual and the society. Some give priority to the individual and some 10
society, These views have aflected their views on the problem of freedom as
well,

Regarding important both the individual and the society, Islam does not
separate them from each other, considering both equally with respect to
freedom. On one hand, the Islamic democracy gives value to human beings”
tendencies and respects them and on the other hand, gives significance to
society’s interests, When personal demands Icad astray the society, Islam no
longer gives freedom to the individual. Martyr Mugahharf says on this:

“While being a social religion, thinking about society and regarding the
individual responsible for society, Islam never disregards personal liberty,
not giving priority to the individual, In Islam's view an individual owns
such political, cconomic, legal as well as social nghts as right to
consultation, selection, suffrage and the nght to choosing job, residence and
spouse. Wherever an incompatibility sppears between the nght of the
individual and that of society, the latter is given pnionity over the former and
public rights are given privilege over private rights "’

But as we observe in the western democracy, the personal interests and
wishes have come to form the basis of freedom. If the individual intends to,
based on their carmnal desires, do an action, which disregards some of the
wishes of others, then disagreeing with those individuals will be opposition
to freedom.

Man's tendencies and desires constitute the origin and basis of freedom
in the west. Where man's will is talked about in the west, no differentiation is
made, in fact, between wish and will. In the western philosophers’ view, man
is & creature possessing a series of desires and wills 1o live such a life. It is
this desire, which form the basis of his freedom of action. What confines the
personal liberty is limiting others' desires; no other rules and cniteria can
limit man’s freedom and desires. In the western freedom, not only is not

| Murtads Mutabbat, “Abowt the Islamic Revolution”, ibid, pp. 100-102
! Murtadd Mutahhart, “Revelation and Prophethood”, pp. 117-118.
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others’ domination criticized, but some times it occurs that man feeling no
shame accepts the worst kinds of servitudes in order to achieve his desires.'

Difference in the basis of legislation

The chief difference between Islam and democracy which is of course
the most important difference is that of legislation. Since Islam is a
monotheistic religion, it not only considers God as the single creator of the
universe, but also deems Him as one in Godhood. Hence, Islam believes God
15 the only legislator of man's life, because Ile is the one who gives both
existence and existential identity. As a result, God is aware of man’s
wonderful mysterics, potentialitics and nceds and it is via these criteria that
He makes laws for perfection of his existence.

Based on this Islamic point of view, we will lead toward polytheism if
we equal anyone to God in legislation. Accordingly, the western system of
democracy, which regards the will of the majority as the only basis of
legislation with no regard to faith and religion, is & manifestation of the
polytheism. Ayatullah Jawsdi Amoli says on this:

“Some think that only dictatorial governments are based on polytheism,
Vicious propaganda of the foreigners has caused one to think that
democratic system is a just one, but one must bear in mind that as faith
consists of different degrees, so does polytheism. Although dictatorship and
mumdhw&u&mofpmubnmmw
democratic system is not polytheistic. ™

In the Western view of democracy, religion plays no role in the social
regulations and laws, not putting God as legislator even beside other
legislators and only the idle of majority is the thing they worship and praise.
“What is the basis of legislation in the western countries? It is the will of the
majonty, It is based on such a thing that under pretext of respecting
democracy and majority’s views, homosexuality becomes legal. In
accounting for ratifying this law, they explain that since the majority of our
peoplcumodmlbtheproblcmofhmmmli(y.dmcmynquhuht
we render it a binding law.™

' Murtadih Mutabharl, “About the Ielamic Revolution”, ibid, pp. 110-102.

*Ayatullil Jawsdi Amoll, “The Philosophy of Human Rights”, Asm Publication, 2% edition,
1377 AHIS, p. 116,

' Murtada Mutahhart, “About the Islamic Revolution”, ibid, pp. 100-102.



blmdoel'ntand"mkw

In Martyr Mutahhari’s opinion, this way of thinking of the Western
democracy is derived from the fact that they have not known well
Christianity's principles:

“Chnstianity’s principles are beyond known thought and reason. They
themselves fashioned the idea that here is the realm of faith and not that of
reason. This means that they belicve in one domain for faith and another
one for thought and reason. They said that the problem of thinking is
dMﬁombemhnofMMmbmmYoummmddw
think in &edommofmmmhnolhsﬁbodyndmo(
submission. ™’

Faith alone or reason by itself cannot rescue man’s ship from storm and
help it arrive at freedom. One of the deficiencies of the western culture is that
it knows reason as the only ssvior of humanity, Quoting from Igbal,
Professor Mutahhar explains the matter beautifully:

“European man belicves in man, but he is not philanthropic w practice. He
believes in human rights, but shows no respect for human rights in reality
and practice. The European applies the name of freedom for his culture, he
ulhofgeedom.budmpinhhhwt.hcdoamndlybclkvein
freedom.

That is why Professor Mulahhari bolieva that: “What the
European say, are suggestions with no guaunwc

By briefly investigating Imdm Khomeini's views and those of other
mmwmhﬁu.mmmbmecomhnmwuu
possible to put into action in Islamic government a particular model of
democracy as one form of government. A model whose content is constituted
by original laws and commandments of Islam, with God as the only real
legislator.

In answer to the problem of disagreement between principles of

democracy and those of Islam, Martyr Mugahhari, as one of the adherents of
the Islamic democracy, asserts:

“Islamic Republic is composed of two terms of Islamic and Republic, The
later indicates the form of the suggested government and the former shows

' Murtadh Mugahbari, pp. 7273,
! Ihid.
"Ibid, p. 74,



The Relation between Islam and Demaocracy fraom The Viewpoints of Religious
Authorities

that such a government should be governed by the Islamic regulations while
proceeding on Islamic principles. Since we know that while being a

religion, Islam is an ideology as well, it is a program for man's life in every
dimension. The matter of republicanism is related to the form of the

government, which is associated with a kind of democracy in which people
are entitled to be involved in their fate and this does not mean that people
mmmm.mmmmmmuymw
from feeling obligation to a school,™

In accounting for the Islamic government as a program having the
potential of putting into action in its real meaning the democracy, Imiim
Khomeini states:

“The Islamic Republic plans to establish & government behaving justly with
all groups, giving no favor o particular groups, unless they themselves have
ments. If we succeed and put into action the Islamic Repubhic of Ian with
its Islamic content, and establish a full-fledged Islamic government, it will
prove a model for all other countries for which democracy i its real
meaning and not a plan with no truth, as well as freedom in its real meaning
lnduuulmh;tammhmwﬂlhcpummcod

willing. ™

Democracy, then, meaning the government of people over people, which
nmmmmmmummlmmummblemhhmonly
conditionally, However, if it is regarded as a concept accompanied by
secularism and atheism, it will be in disagreement with the Islamic criteria.’

Advocates and defenders of democracy have realized its deficiency,
making their offer 1o modify this concept and form of government the full
discussions of which is outside the scope of this paper and is lefl to the
readers themselves to probe in full *

For a good conclusion of this chapter, we refer to Imim Khomeini

saying:

" Ihid., pp. 8182
’Wbﬁlﬂh vol. 9, p. 72

' Mubsmmad-Tagl Migbih Yaadl, “lelam, Politics and Government, Center of Political
MMW Qom, 1378 AHS, pp. 54.87,

* Antony Arblaster, Western Liberallsm, trans. ‘Abbls Mukhbir, Marker Publications, 3*
edition, 1378 AHS
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“Unformunately, in western countries, which boast more of democracy, there
exists no democracy, The westerners want with this incantation to destroy
Maglo&mWemedcmxymmmcmol
Islam.™

In practice, it is seen that the more the west talks of freedom, the more
freedom is drowned in confinement, because cvery one wants to be free to
the extent of his wishes, and man's wishes and desires are endless. When,
therefore, there 1s no limit to his freedom, he becomes so drowned in it that it
negates others’ freedom as well as his own spiritual freedom, and in fact,
under the name of freedom, he imprisons freedom.

! Sahifeh-ye Imim, vol. 8, p. 89,



