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Editorial Editorial Editorial Editorial Editorial Editorial 
Following the assassination of  Gener-

al Qasim Sulemani, Commander of  
IRGC Quds Force by the hand of  the 
US Army. The Arab and Western me-

dia, including news networks, press and elec-
tronic news sites widely covered the funeral of  
this Iranian General and his comrades which 
millions of  people in the region participate in.

One of  the important issues that attracted at-
tention in this great ceremony was the uprising 
of  the people of  different countries to con-
demn the assassination of  General Sulemani, 
who practically attended the ceremony along 
with various currents and parties, and expressed 
their anger and disgust with this crime, they saw 
it as a clear example of  American arrogance and 
the bold policies of  its leaders against regional 
peace and security. 

In fact, General Sulemani's funeral was a strong 
message to the United States and created a new 
deterrent for Tehran against Washington's co-
ercion; Because this ceremony is a proof  of  the 
strong popular base that Iran has among the na-
tions, and it was followed by a wave of  empathy 

and solidarity with this country, and entered a 
new phase in confronting the axis of  resistance 
with global arrogance.

Just as the widespread participation of  the peo-
ple of  different countries in General Sulemani's 
funeral was a loud cry against the Western pow-
ers, which was accompanied by Iran's anti-ar-
rogant positions; The positions that its leaders 
have taken since the victory of  the Islamic Rev-
olution in support of  nations that are tired of  
the arrogance, colonialism and mercenaries of  
kings and rulers.

This issue of  The Leaders  focus¬es on Martyr 
Sulemani’s school of  thought by including the 
memories of  his companions and fellow-com-
batants during the course of  the sacred defense 
and during the time of  defending the holy 
shrine. We pray to God Almighty to shower 
the great martyrs of  Islam, especially the living 
martyr Haaj Qasim Sulemani with His bless-
ings, and we pray for the honorable life of  the 
Supreme Leader of  the Islamic Revolution and 
success in leading the Islamic Revolution and 
the trend of  Islamic Awakening.

EDITORIAL 
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Following the martyrdom of the honorable general of Islam - Lieutenant General 
Haaj Qasem Soleimani - and the martyrs accompanying him, particularly the great 
fighter of Islam, Mr. Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis, the Leader of the Revolution issued the 
following message.

IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE MOST BENEFICENT, THE MOST MERCIFUL

Dear Iranian Nation  
The great and accomplished Sardar 
has become heavenly. Last night, the 
untainted souls of the martyrs em-
braced the pure soul of Qasem Solei-
mani. After years of sincere and cou-
rageous struggle against the devils 
and evil-doers of the world and after 
years of wish¬ing for martyrdom for 
the cause of God Almighty, our dear 
Soleimani at¬tained this lofty status 
and position and his pure blood was 
shed by the evilest wickedest of the 
people of the world. 

I congratulate Hazrat Baqiyatul¬lah 
(the Imam of the time) - may our 
souls be sacrificed for him - and 
his (General Soleimani’s) own pure 
soul on this great martyrdom and 
I ex¬press my condolences to the 
Iranian nation. He was a prominent 

example of those educated and nur-
tured in Is¬lam and the school of 
Imam Khomeini (ra). He spent his 
entire life engaging in struggle for 
the cause of God Al-mighty. Mar-
tyrdom was his reward for years of 
indefatigable efforts. With his depar-
ture and with God’s power, his work 
and path will not cease and severe 
revenge awaits those criminals who 
have tainted their filthy hands with 
his blood and the blood of the other 
martyrs of last night’s incident. Mar-
tyr Soleimani was an internation¬al 
embodiment of resistance and all 
those who have a heart-felt connec¬-
tion to the resistance seek revenge 
for his blood. All friends - and in-
deed all enemies - should know that 
the path of jihad and resistance will 
con¬tinue with increased motivation 
and definite victory awaits the muja-
hidin on this blessed path. The ab-

sence of our dear and self-sacrificing 
Sardar is bitter, but the continuation 
of the resistance and its final victory 
will be more bitter for the murderers 
and criminals. 

The Iranian nation will cherish the 
name and memory of the towering 
martyr, Lieutenant General Qasem 
Soleimani, together with his fellow 
martyrs especially the great mu¬jahid 
of Islam the honorable Mr. Abu Mah-
di al-Muhandis. I declare three days 
of public mourning in the country 
and I congratulate and also express 
my condolences to his hon¬orable 
wife, dear children and his other 
family members and relatives.  
 
       Sayyid Ali Khamenei 
      January 3, 2019
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12 OF GENERAL 
SOLEIMANI’S 

OUTSTANDING 
FEATURES 

IN IMAM 
KHAMENEI'S 

WORDS

The Supreme Leader of  the Islamic Revolution 
spoke about some of  the characteristics and 
actions of  the hero of  the Islamic nation, 
Martyr General Soleimani, in his statements 
on December 16, 2020, and January 8, 2020. 
On the occasion of  the anniversary of  Gen. 
Soleimani’s martyrdom, Khamenei.ir is 
reviewing 12 of  these features.

Well, these days, many things have 
been said about that great per-
sonality, that good, dear, cou-
rageous and fortunate comrade 

of  ours who went to heaven. And what they said 
about him and his personality traits are correct, 
but I too wish to raise certain points which I think 
are important:

→

THE LEADERS INTERNATIONAL
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1. He was brave and a strategist,  and a man of  
action at the same time    
Shahid Soleimani was both brave and insightful. His 
actions were not merely marked by courage. Some 
people have courage, but they do not have the necessary 
wisdom and acumen to utilize their courage. And some 
people enjoy wisdom, but they do not take action. They 
do not have the guts to take action. Our dear martyr 
both had the necessary guts and the necessary acumen. 
He would embrace danger and he had no fears. His 
courage showed itself  not only in recent events but also 
during the Sacred Defense Era during which time, he 
was the commander of  the Tharallah Army. Both he 
and his army showed exemplary courage. And he was a 
man of  wisdom as well. He would think carefully and he 
had reasons for his actions. This simultaneous courage 
and acumen manifested itself  not only in the arena of  
the military, but also in the arena of  politics. I said this 
many times to the friends active in the arena of  politics 

as we were witness to his behavior and his actions. He 
was courageous and wise in the arena of  politics as well. 
His words would exert tremendous influence and they 
were convincing.

2. He used his courage and acumen on the 
path of  God      
Above all, he was pure and sincere. He would expend 
his courage and acumen on the path of  God and he was 
not a hypocrite and a pretentious man. Sincerity is very 
important. We should practice sincerity as well.

3. He strictly observed the limits set by God  
Another one of  his qualities was that despite being a 
commander who had mastery over the military, he was 
very careful to observe shar’i principles. Sometimes, 
people forget about shar’i principles in the arena of  
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war, saying that there is no time for that, but he was 
very careful in this regard. He would not use weapons 
if  he did not deem it necessary. He would take care not 
to transgress against other people’s rights. He would 
exercise caution in areas that many people do not deem 
necessary, but he would try to be cautious. He would 
embrace danger, but at the same time, he would protect 
others’ lives as far as he could. He would watch over 
the lives of  his comrades, his soldiers and his colleagues 
from among other nations who stood beside him.

4. The Revolution and being a revolutionary 
were his red line     
The Revolution and being revolutionary were his definite 
red lines. Some people should not try to undermine 
this aspect of  his personality. This is a reality about 
him. He was absorbed by the Revolution and being a 
revolutionary was his red line. Of  course, he was not 
interested in aligning himself  with different parties, 
different factions and the like, but he was completely 
committed to the idea of  being a revolutionary. He was 
committed to the Revolution and to the auspicious and 
dazzling guidelines of  our late Imam (may God bestow 
paradise on him).

5. He neutralized all of  the illegitimate plans of  
the US for the West Asian region   
One example of  his insight and his courage was that – the 
enemies might know this well, but some friends might 
not know it – is that he managed to foil all illegitimate 
plots of  the Americans in West Asia with the help of  
regional peoples – or it could be said with the support 
that he offered to them. That man managed to stand up 
to all the plots that had been hatched with money, with 
vast propaganda efforts made by the Americans, with 
the diplomatic capabilities of  the Americans and with 
the bullying that they exert on politicians – particularly 
on some weak countries. He managed to foil all the 
schemes set up by them in West Asia.

Regarding Palestine, the Americans intended to consign 
the issue of  Palestine to oblivion and to keep the 
Palestinians weak so that they would not dare speak 

of  fighting, but that man empowered the Palestinians. 
He did something to make a small region like the Gaza 
strip – which is a small strip of  land – stand up to the 
Zionist regime despite all their extravagant claims. He 
created such a disastrous situation for them that they 
asked for ceasefire after just 48 hours! This was done by 
Hajj Qasem Soleimani. He empowered the Palestinians. 
He helped them stand up and resist.

This is what our Palestinian brothers have said to me 
time and time again. Of  course, I was already aware 
of  his feats, but they testified to that. All Palestinian 
leaders acknowledged the same thing on their 
numerous trips to our country. That is while when we 
had meetings with such officials, who were in contact 
with him – these were ordinary official meetings – he 
would sit in a corner in order not to be seen by others. 
If  we needed to know his opinion and if  we needed his 
testimony, we had to look here and there to find him. 
He would not place himself  within sight and he was 
not a man of  pretentio.

The US plans in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon were foiled 
thanks to the assistance and actions of  that dear 
martyr. The Americans would like Iraq to be like the 
taghuti regime of  Iran – the Pahlavi regime which 
existed in the past – or like today’s Saudi Arabia. They 
want it to be a region full of  oil where they will be 
able to do whatever pleases them. As that person 
said, they want that country to be a “dairy cow”. 
They want Iraq to be like that. However, pious and 
brave personalities, youth and marja taqlids of  Iraq 
stood up to the Americans and Hajj Qasem- may God 
bestow paradise on him- helped and supported that 
vast front in its entirety. He proved to be an active 
counsellor and supporter in that country.

The same thing can be seen in the case of  Syria and 
Lebanon. As for Lebanon, the Americans are willing 
to deprive Lebanon of  its most important element of  
independence – in other words, the Resistance Force 
and Hezbollah – so much so that Lebanon would be 
defenseless in the face of  Israel and so that they would 

→
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be able to advance as far as Beirut. As it happens, they 
did so years ago. However, Hezbollah became stronger 
on a daily basis. Today, Hezbollah serves as both the 
hands and the eyes of  Lebanon. And our dear martyr 
played a brilliant and prominent role in this regard. He 
enjoyed acumen and courage. He was a brave mujahid 
and a diligent brother.

6. His martyrdom showed the whole world that the 
Revolution is alive     
Another chapter about Shahid Soleimani is the blessings 
ensuing his great martyrdom. Whenever that dear 
martyr delivered a report – be that a verbal or a written 
report about the tasks that he had carried out – I would 
praise him both verbally and deep in my heart, but 
[today] I bow down in respect to what he started and 
brought about for the country and for the whole region 
[Audience weeps]. A great feat was accomplished. He 
caused a movement. His spirituality and his martyrdom 
made him so prominent and outstanding. See how the 
Iranians and the Iraqis bid farewell to him. Notice how 
the people in Kadhamayn, in Baghdad, in Najaf  and in 
Karbala behaved in bidding farewell to that body torn 
to pieces. [Audience weeps]. I thank his pure soul from 
the bottom of  my heart.

His martyrdom showed the whole world that the 
Revolution is alive in our country. Some people 
wanted to pretend that the Revolution is over and that 
it is dead – of  course, some people are still trying to 
make this happen. However, his martyrdom showed 
that the Revolution is alive. You saw what happened 
in Tehran and in other cities. With his martyrdom, 
Shahid Soleimani cleansed dust-covered eyes. The 
enemies felt humble in the face of  the greatness of  
the Iranian nation. Of  course, they may not show it, 
but they have no other option. The enemies who are 
trying to describe that grand mujahid and that Sardar 
and Commander of  fighting against terrorism as a 
terrorist – in other words, the unfair and untruthful 
Americans who rave and rant all the time and whose 
words are actually worthless – had such intentions in 
mind, but the Iranian nation slapped them across the 
face! [ Jan 8, 2020 ]

7. He became the champion of  the Iranian nation 
and the Islamic nation     
The Soleimani martyrdom is a historic event. It is not a 
normal event that will be erased from historic memory. 
That event was recorded in history as a brilliant 
incident. Shahid Soleimani turned into the champion of  
the Iranian nation and the Islamic Ummah. This is a 
fundamental point.  Iranians are proud of  themselves 
for the fact that a man rose from a distant village who 
turned into a brilliant personality and a champion of  
the Islamic Ummah as a result of  his endeavors and 
self-edification.

8. He was the embodiment of  Iran and Iranian 
cultural values      
He is the champion of  the Iranian nation because the 
people saw in him their own cultural, spiritual and 
revolutionary assets and values. While he was still alive 
and while he was pursuing his work – in a very simple 
manner and without any ostentation – the people would 
put up his photos on the street and they would feel proud 
of  him. And when he was martyred, it was not only 
revolutionaries who commemorated him. Rather, people 
from all social backgrounds showed their sentiments 
towards him: even those who were not expected to 
show their feelings for a revolutionary figure. Why is 
that? It is because of  this fact: he was the embodiment 
of  Iran’s and the Iranians’ cultural values. This is really 
valuable. From another perspective, he enjoyed a spirit 
of  courage and resistance. Courage and resistance are 
among Iranian qualities. Humiliation, retreat, passiveness 
and other such negative qualities are the antithesis of  our 
national sentiments. Those who claim to be nationalists, 
but who act in a weak and humiliated manner are self-
contradictory. He was the embodiment of  courage and 
resistance. Everyone could see and witness this in him.

9. He was very bright  
We could equally refer to his acumen and intelligence. 
He was very smart. There are many points about this 
aspect of  his. Long before its realization, he predicted the 
emergence of  a so-called religious orientation that was 
inclined to a particular denomination and that worked 
against the Resistance and he shared his thoughts with 
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me saying: “According to what I see in the world of  Islam 
– he mentioned the names of  some countries – a certain 
orientation is coming into being.” And after a while, 
DAESH came into being! He was a shrewd and intelligent 
person. When dealing with the affairs in the countries 
where he was involved, he would act in a very wise and 
judicious manner. I could easily feel this. Well, we were 
constantly in contact with one another about different 
matters. He was shrewd. This is another Iranian quality. 
This is another quality of  our Iranian cultural assets.

10. He exhibited a spirit of  self-sacrifice and love 
for human beings     
He also exhibited a spirit of  self-sacrifice and love for 
human beings. He did not attach significance to this or 
that nation. He loved all human beings and he sacrificed 
himself  for everyone. Moreover, he was a man of  
spirituality, purity and piety. He was really spiritual, pure 
and mystical and he did not pretend. Well, these are a 
collection of  valuable virtues and ethics. The people 
saw these in him and he embodied them. In the deserts 
and mountains of  such and such countries, he faced 
different enemies and he embodied and reflected the 
values of  Iranian culture. Therefore, he turned into the 
champion of  the Iranian nation.

11. He was a manifestation of  Resistance against 
Arrogance’s coercion in the Islamic world  
On the other hand, we said that he was a champion of  
the Islamic Ummah. Why? Because with his moves and 
ultimately, with his martyrdom – his martyrdom also 
complemented his actions – he became the code word 
for inspiration and for rallying the Resistance front in 
the world of  Islam. In today’s world of  Islam, whenever 
some people wish to resist in the face of  arrogant 
bullying, their role model and their code word is Shahid 

Soleimani. He is respected and commemorated in 
different countries. His photo is put up here and there, 
his name is chanted on every tongue and they hold 
different occasions in his memory. In fact, he taught 
the people how to use the resistance software and 
the fighting paradigm and he promoted them among 
nations. Well, these are very important and very sensitive 
roles. That is why he is an outstanding personality and a 
champion icon in the world of  Islam.

12. He defeated Arrogance both during his lifetime 
and with his martyrdom    
These are facts that have been proven. He defeated 
arrogance in his lifetime. The reason being that the 
American president [Donald Trump] once said: “We 
spent seven trillion dollars in Iraq, but we gained 
nothing.” He even had to travel in the dark of  night 
to pay a visit to an American base in Iraq.  The whole 
world believes that the US did not achieve its goals in 
Iraq and Syria – in particular, in Iraq. Why? Who was the 
agent behind their failure? It was Soleimani who was the 
champion. Therefore, he defeated them in his lifetime.

He defeated them after his martyrdom as well. The burial 
ceremony that was organized in Iran for him was really 
astonishing and unforgettable. The same is true of  the 
burial ceremony in Iraq with the presence of  millions of  
Iraqis. They bid farewell to his body in Najaf  and Baghdad: 
with the participation of  millions of  people! He as well 
as Shahid Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis were bid farewell. 
That ceremony and the following commemoration 
events astonished the soft war generals in the camp of  
arrogance. The outstanding and most influential generals 
in the soft war of  arrogance were astonished to see that 
incident and they could not understand, in any way, the 
great movement that defeated them.■
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THE US AS AN 
IMPEDIMENT TO 
THE STABILITY OF 
NATIONS: A CASE STUDY 
OF THE ASSASSINATION OF 
GEN. SOLEIMANI

THE LEADERS INTERNATIONAL

The US’s assassination of  Iranian top military 
commander, General Qasem Soleimani, can be viewed 
in the context of  US’s long-term goal of  preventing 

nations from moving towards independence and stability. 
Khamenei.ir publishes the following Op-Ed which tries to 
locate and analyze the assassination in the said context.

1 https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/american-imperialism

The United States, since its forma-
tion as a superpower after the end 
of  World War II, has continuous-
ly sought to establish itself  as the 
world's number one power. There-

fore, the US government has sought 
to advance its interests in various 
parts of  the world and sought eco-
nomic and political domination 
over countries that were of  geopo-

litical importance, enjoyed substan-
tial underground resources, etc.1

After World War II and 
the spread of  an increase 
in seeking independence 

and feelings of  anti-colonialism in 
different parts of  the world, US 
presidents could not resort to the 
aggressive,  military methods used by 
the colonizing countries of  the past 
such as Britain, France, and others 
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to expand their dominance over the 
world. Therefore, under the pretext 
of  confronting dictatorial regimes 
in target countries, establishing 
democracy, spreading freedom and 
equality, and suppressing reactionary, 
anti-liberation forces, they carried 
out maneuvers such as coup d’états, 

2 https://journals.openedition.org/etudesafricaines/214?file=1
3 https://tass.com/world/1107983
4 https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2003/04/iraq-a15.html
5 https://www.scfr.ir/en/politics/116268/us-strategy-looting-syrian-oil
6 https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42738.pdf
7 https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42738.pdf

military strikes, economic sanctions, 
assassinations and the establishment 
of  puppet governments.2

In some cases, the use of  these 
methods led to the modern 
colonization of  wealthy countries 
with rich human and underground 
resources, and in some cases they 
failed. Several countries managed to 
maintain their political and economic 
independence in the face of  US 
expansionism. Of  course, the United 
States has increased its pressure on 
these countries.3 4 5

Countries targeted by the 
United States after World 
War II include the follow-

ing: Greece, Syria, Cuba, Albania, 
Guatemala, Laos, Lebanon, Iraq, 
Turkey, Ecuador, Vietnam, the Do-
minican Republic, Congo, Brazil, 
Bolivia, Indonesia, Zaire, Panama, 
Ghana, Cambodia, Chile, Uruguay, 
Argentina, South Korea, Chad, 
Granada, Philippines, Nicaragua, 
El Salvador, Haiti, Uganda, Colom-
bia, Pakistan, Venezuela, Georgia, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Honduras, 
Yemen and Egypt.6

Examining the causes and 
consequences of  some of  these US 
interventions is enlightening. In the 
case of  Yemen, the United States is 

trying to control one of  the world's 
most sensitive sea transit routes, the 
Bab al-Mandeb Strait, and prevent the 
formation of  a united political system 
in the Islamic Republic of  Iran by 
supporting the Saudi crimes with its 
military, intelligence and media. But 
due to the resistance of  the Yemenis, 
they have not yet succeeded in their 
goals. In contrast to the promised 
freedom and democracy that was to 
be formed in Yemen, a humanitarian 
crisis, famine, and the displacement 
of  millions of  people have been 
imposed on them. Of  course, the 
United States has been able to gain a 
great deal of  money by selling a mass 
of  weapons to Saudi Arabia.7

In Venezuela, much effort has 
been put into creating a coup 
and overthrowing the coun-

try's pro-independence govern-
ments that have been blocking US 
access to its underground resourc-
es and agriculture. The intensity 
of  US interventions in Venezuela 
reached to a point where instead 
of  Nicolas Maduro, Juan Guido 
was recognized as the President 
of  Venezuela. Threats of  military 
intervention, financial aid to Gui-
do and his supporters, and severe 
economic sanctions have put much 
pressure on this South American 
country. But the Venezuelan peo-
ple have realized the dangerous 
consequences that would result 

→
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from the country's independent 
government being overthrown. It 
would mean all of  the country's 
resources being plundered. There-
fore, they have stood up to all the 
pressures brought by the US. And 
the Islamic Republic of  Iran has 
provided technical assistance and 
exported some commodities to 
Venezuela. In this way, Iran has 
brought the feeling of  awe that 
people had regarding America un-
der question and proved its true 
friendship with Venezuela.8

In Libya's case, the United 
States, France and England’s 
military intervention under 

the pretext of  overthrowing 
a dictatorial government and 
establishing a popular, freedom-
loving government eventually lead 
to the looting of  the country's oil 
resources, a civil war in Libya, the 
elimination of  people’s security, 
and the widespread involvement 
of  other countries in Libya’s 
internal affairs. The United States, 
its allies in Europe together with 
reactionary Arab countries have 
tried to repeat this pattern in 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, etc. 
Fortunately, due to the internal 
resistance of  the people and the 
help of  the Islamic Republic of  
Iran, such conspiracies have failed 
except in the case of  Egypt.9

8 https://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/14267
9 https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/libya-another-year-bloody-crisis-caused-western-meddling
10 https://iranpress.com/content/18040
11 https://en.irna.ir/news/83668892/Iraqi-ex-PM-Iran-Iraq-defeat-ISIS-together
12 https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-mideast-crisis-iran-russia-idUKKBN0TZ1NY20151216
13 https://in.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-soleimani-insigh/how-iranian-general-plotted-out-syrian-assault-in-moscow
14 https://ifpnews.com/erbil-owes-existence-to-gen-soleimani-krg-ex-president-tells-why

The key role of  the Islamic 
Republic of  Iran in 
countering the United States' 

undermining the independence 
and national sovereignty of  other 
countries through coups, military 
attacks, the promotion of  terrorism, 
and the creation of  deviant Jihadist 
groups backed by the West and 
reactionary Arab states has led to 
the United States allocating much 
energy and money to confront the 
Islamic Republic of  Iran in the 
past three decades. One of  the key 
figures who was able to thwart the 
US’s unlawful interference that was 
designed to destroy these countries' 
independence and freedom, 
especially after the US military 
invasion of  Iraq and the planned 
civil war in Syria and Lebanon, was 
General Qasem Soleimani.10

To defend the interests and 
independence of  Muslims in other 
Islamic countries and strengthen 
their resilience against the 
aggressions of  the United States, 
Israel, and their other allies, General 
Soleimani sought to activate those 
countries' potentials. Hence, the 
Popular Mobilization Forces in Iraq 
and the National Defence Forces in 
Syria were formed. With the help 
of  the two countries' armies, these 
two forces were able to suppress 
the ISIS terrorists.11

On the other hand, General Soleima-
ni, in addition to his military prowess 
and strategic thinking, which was a re-
sult of  the experience he had gained 
in fighting the Ba'athist government 
during the Imposed War and years of  
military activity, had many of  the quali-
ties of  an experienced diplomat. Thus, 
he was able to persuade and unite other 
countries and political forces. For ex-
ample, during a short visit to Russia, he 
persuaded President Putin to maintain 
a military presence in Syria.12 13

Another point worth noting 
is that Martyr Qasem Solei-
mani believed attempts to 

preserve Islamic countries' indepen-
dence and interests needed to include 
all Muslims (both Shia and Sunni). He 
considered ISIS and other similar ter-
rorist groups to be a threat to the en-
tire Islamic world's security, indepen-
dence, and freedom. And he indeed 
practiced what he believed and helped 
many of  the countries in the region 
threatened by the deadly shadow of  
ISIS, including Sunni groups in Syr-
ia and Palestine. By the same token, 
with the escalation of  ISIS's crimes in 
Kurdish areas and in a situation where 
the United States and Arab countries 
were unwilling to help the Kurds, Qa-
sem Soleimani prevented the fall of  
the city of  Erbil and it falling under 
the control of  ISIS by rapidly bringing 
in a military presence.14
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On the other hand, with 
the help of  ISIS and 
using its military and 

financial capabilities, the United 
States tried to divide Iraq and 
Syria and plunder these coun-
tries' material and cultural re-
sources while dealing a major 
blow to Iran at the same time. 
If  the Syrian and Iraqi govern-
ments had collapsed, Iran would 
have lost contact with Lebanon 
and the Resistance groups in that 
country. In this way, Israel's se-
curity as US’s main ally in West 
Asia would have been better 
guaranteed. But with the destruc-
tion of  ISIS, the strength of  the 
Resistance Forces and the soli-
darity between Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon and Palestine increased 
more than ever.15

As a result of  these victories, the 
regional Mujahid and fighters 
against ISIS, with their varying 
cultures and customs from Iran, 
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, etc., fought side 
by side with the common enemy, 
which was supported by the Unit-
ed States, Israel, Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE. Thereby, the culture 
and spirit of  Resistance against 
foreign colonization was substan-
tially exported to other Islamic 
countries as a practical model.

15 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/03/us-isis-syria-iraq
16 https://www.businessinsider.com/un-says-us-soleimani-assasination-unlawful-no-evidence-iran-terror-2020-7
17 https://www.jurist.org/commentary/2020/04/archit-shukla-general-soleimani-international-law/
18 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/2/19/timeline-of-trumps-shifting-justifications-for-soleimani-killing
19 https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/death-iran-s-top-general-qassem-soleimani-means-america-has-ncna1110306
20 https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/01/soleimani-trump-muhandis-iran-iraq.html
21 https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-soleimani-strike-his-reign-terror-over-n1110226

General Soleimani’s role in the 
above mentioned unifying 
achievements was vital and 

this prompted the United States to re-
move him physically. The assassination 
of  the top military Commander of  the 
official army of  an independent coun-
try that was not at war with the United 
States and was on a military mission 
in another independent country was 
a violation of  all international treaties, 
many of  which the United States had 
participated in writing and ratifying. 
However, there have been many cases 
throughout history where American 
officials have shown their readiness to 
violate international treaties and agree-
ments that stand at odds with their ex-
pansionist interests in other countries. 
If  they find a person or persons to be 
troublesome in this regard, they violate 
all legal, political, and moral agreements 
and frameworks. If  they do not achieve 
their goal through sanctions, demoni-
zation, creating controversies and lying 
by way of  the mass media, they eventu-
ally assassinate him/her.16 17

This process was also used in the 
case of  Martyr General Soleimani. 
His numerous achievements led the 
United States to finally remove him 
physically. After this outrageous 
act, US President Donald Trump 
brought contradictory arguments to 
justify his action.18

On the one hand, he stated 
that the assassination of  
General Soleimani was 

a precautionary measure aimed at 
preventing war. According to many 
American analysts, the assassination of  
a senior Iranian military Commander 
by the US government during a time of  
peace between the two countries was a 
declaration of  war on Iran. So Trump 
was supposedly using an aggressive, 
belligerent move as a way to prevent 
war. Furthermore, Trump claimed that 
he had saved the lives of  Americans 
by ordering this assassination. But 
Iran's military response in attacking the 
Ain al-Assad Airbase, its continuing 
to confront that country's military 
presence in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, 
etc., and their high number of  casualties 
led to their withdrawal. Thousands of  
US troops were evacuated from these 
countries, which didn’t do anything to 
help save the lives of  US troops.19 20

But Trump's most absurd reason for 
assassinating General Soleimani is that 
the US president has described him as 
being the world's greatest terrorist.21 
General Soleimani, by leading Iran's 
efforts and helping countries in the 
region to a great extent, helped to 
eradicate ISIS in Iraq and Syria and 
prevented the spread of  US-backed 
terrorism. And yet, the US government, 
which had brought war, poverty, 
insecurity, corruption and terrorism 

→
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to the Muslims of  these countries by 
way of  their military intervention in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, etc., 
accused Iran and General Soleimani of  
supporting terrorism.22

Trump thought the assassination of  
General Soleimani would have the 
same effect that the assassinations 
of  some outdated White House 
mercenaries such as Bin Laden 
and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi had. He 
thought that in the same way that 
those assassinations severely reduced 
the operational capacity of  al-Qaeda 
and ISIS, the assassination of  General 
Soleimani would do the same. Iran's 
ability to help neighboring countries 
diminishes the US hegemony. 
Trump also hoped to inflict a major, 
irreparable blow to Iran and make 
up for US failures to plunder and 
infiltrate West Asia.23 Trump also 
sought to exploit the results of  this 

22 https://iranpress.com/content/12879
23 https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2020/01/15/trumps-anti-politics-and-the-assassination-of-irans-now-eternal-general-soleimani
24 https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/1/4/the-us-iran-and-the-fallout-of-soleimanis-assassination/
25 https://www.euronews.com/2020/01/07/in-killing-soleimani-trump-s-only-success-is-the-uniting-of-a-once-divided-iran-view
26 https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2020/08/trump-says-us-troops-will-leave-iraq-shortly-provides-no-timeline
27 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/al-asad-base-had-minutes-notice-before-the-iranian-rockets-came-
crashing-down-in-an-hour-long-barrage

terrorist act for his election campaign. 
The pressures of  economic sanctions 
on Iran, the US’s withdrawal from 
JCPOA, and the conspiracies of  
Israel and Saudi Arabia had not had 
the desired results. American policies 
in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and 
Bahrain, and even efforts to improve 
Qatar’s relations with Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates had 
failed. According to his calculations, 
Trump thought he could change the 
situation in favor of  the US with a 
military strike. 24

But the result of  this action was an 
increase in national unity and public 
solidarity in Iran in defense of  the 
country's policy to support countries 
in the region against the United States. 
It also intensified anti-American 
sentiment in all the countries in the 
region and increased military attacks 
on its military forces.25 The White 

House was also forced to reduce its 
military presence in many countries 
where it had planned to plunder 
their resources and destroy their 
independence.26 Iran also attacked 
a US military base for the first time 
since World War II in response to 
the United States action, and they 
rained rocket fire on the Ain al-Assad 
Airbase in Iraq, calling into question 
its credibility and hegemony.27 Thus 
we can see that although Iran and 
the Islamic world were deprived of  
General Soleimani’s abilities with his 
assassination, the consequences of  
this action were completely to the 
detriment of  the United States, Israel 
and Saudi Arabia, and it pushed them 
several levels back. On the other 
hand, Iran has continued to play 
a role in the West Asian region, to 
help countries eliminate dependence 
and to stand up to the illegitimate, 
aggressive greed of  the US.■
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HAJJ QASSEM 
SOLEIMANI AND 

THE REGIONAL 
SECURITY THEORY

On April 16, 2019, the Supreme Leader 
of  the Islamic Revolution said in reference 
to the path and philosophy of  the illustrious 
Martyr Gen. Soleimani, “We should not 
look at Martyr Haj Qasem Soleimani as 
an individual. Rather, we should look at 
him as a school of  thought, a path and a 
school to instruct us.” In the following Op-
Ed, the author sheds light on this aspect of  

Gen. Soleimani's personality.

THE LEADERS INTERNATIONAL
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The theory “regional se-
curity” is one of  the 
most important view-
points of  Sardar Solei-

mani and the executive dimensions 
of  that theory should be examined 
by Iranian and regional experts. 
After the disintegration of  the 
Soviet Union, western countries, 
under the leadership of  the US, 
placed the re-engineering of  West 
Asia at the top of  their agenda 
in order to ensure the safety of  
the Zionist regime. On the basis 
of  that plot, regional countries 

should normally become unsafe, 
be undermined, and lose their uni-
ty. The existence of  border dis-
putes between regional countries, 
denominational rivalries between 
Shia and Sunni governments and 
nations, tribal prejudice such as 
that of  Pan-Kurdism and Pan-Ara-
bism, the existence of  players 
such as regional reactionaries and 
the emergence of  terrorism were 
some of  the weak and vulnerable 
points that could help realize west-
erners’ goal of  causing insecurity 
in the region.

In order to undermine security in 
West Asia, the multi-facet project to 
create terrorist and takfiri groups, 
such as Al-Qaida and DAESH, was 
carried out with the purpose of  re-
engineering the region and the project 
was pursued with the assistance of  
Saudi Arabia and the Zionist regime. 
One of  the facets of  this project 
was to reshape geographical borders 
by disintegrating Islamic countries. 
In order to do this, the national 
authority of  nations needed to have 
been undermined and their territorial 
integrity should have been weakened. 
From the viewpoint of  western 
theorists, the disintegration of  Iraq 
and Syria and their division into 
smaller lands would have served the 
Israeli interests and therefore, they 
needed to adopt certain measures in 
this regard.

Being insightful, Sardar Soleimani 
developed the regional security 
theory due to his understanding 
about western politics and with the 
purpose of  preventing their plot 
from being fulfilled. On the basis 
of  this theory, the security of  West 
Asian Islamic countries influences 
and is connected to one another. In 
other words, insecurity in Syria would 
undermine the Iraq's security and 
insecurity in Iraq would jeopardize 
Iranian security.

In order to ensure West Asian security 
and counteract western plots, Sardar 
Soleimani developed the Resistance 
model and molded the fight against 
extremism and terrorism on the basis 
of  developing the Resistance strategy. 
In fact, Hajj Qassem pre-empted the 

→
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westerners’ plans: they were trying 
to create discord in the anti-Zionist 
camp, but Sardar Soleimani united 
those countries under the axis of  
Resistance. Hajj Qassem’s miracle 
was that he placed seven nationalities 
– the Syrians, the Lebanese, the 
Iranians, the Pakistanis, the Afghanis 
and the Iraqis – under the umbrella 
of  Resistance.

He shaped the axis of  Resistance by 
benefiting from the native identity 
and culture of  every country, not 
by imposing the Iranian culture 
and version on them. Hezbollah 
with the Lebanese identity, Hashd 
al-Sha’bi with the Iraqi identity 
and the Zaynabiyun, Fatemiun 
and Haydariun forces with their 
own respective national and local 
identities were created and then, they 
achieved growth. For this reason, 
today, no element can eliminate these 
forces and their power of  influence 
will increase on a daily basis.

With his regional security theory, 
Sardar Soleimani made every country 
sensitive about ensuring their own 

national security and that of  their 
neighboring countries. The axis of  
Resistance foiled the western plot 
to change the regional geography 
and to ensure Israel’s security. As 
an outstanding figure of  resistance 
and as a symbol of  fighting against 
terrorism, he stayed by the side of  
Sunni Palestinians in the 51-day war 
and in the 33-day war, he defeated 
the Zionist regime alongside the 
Shia forces of  Hezbollah. While 
Syria was in the depth of  a crisis, 
he personally rushed to help Bashar 
Assad and while Baghdad was on the 
brink of  downfall, he passed through 
the DAESH forces and arrived in 
Baghdad and led the anti-terrorist 
operation until he achieved the 
desired results.

With the help of  altruistic and 
self-sacrificing forces of  Resistance, 
Sardar Soleimani defended the na-
tional authority and territorial integ-
rity of  regional countries and rekin-
dled hope in the hearts of  regional 
nations by tightening his grip on 
the Zionist regime and its western 
and Arab supporters, thus being de-
scribed as “The hero of  the Islamic 

Ummah” by the Supreme Leader of  
the Islamic Revolution. Today too, 
the unity and solidarity of  anti-Zi-
onist countries in West Asia and the 
transition from the axis of  Resistance 
to the allied forces of  Resistance will 
help ensure security and increase the 
power of  regional countries.

On the anniversary of  the cowardly 
assassination of  Sardar Soleimani 
and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis and on 
the occasion of  their martyrdom, 
everyone should think about the 
formation of  a powerful regional 
alliance against the US and the 
Zionist regime and the establishment 
of  collective security for West Asian 
countries. Sardar Soleimani’s ultimate 
goal was to expel American forces 
from the region and this goal will 
be realized sooner or later. “The 
hard retaliation”, as highlighted in 
Supreme Leader’s statements, means 
the withdrawal of  American forces 
from the region and the liberation 
of  Quds. This is not an unrealistic 
goal and by achieving it, the path 
to the creation of  the new Islamic 
civilization will become smooth.■
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THE SPIRITUAL  
POLITICAL 
WILL AND 

TESTAMENT OF 
THE MARTYR MAJOR - GERNERAL 

QASEM SOLEIMANI

In the Name of  God, the Beneficent, the Merciful

I TESTIFY TO THE MAIN PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM

I testify that there is no god but Allah. I testify 
that Muhammad is the Messenger of  God. I 
testify that Ali bin Abi Talib and his immaculate 
children – the twelve Imams – are our Infallible 
Imams and that they are “Hujaj Allah” (God’s 
proofs).

I testify that the Day of  Judgment is true, the 
Quran is true, Heaven and Hell are true, the 
questioning and answering (on the Day of  
Judgment) are true, and that Resurrection, God’s 
Justice, Imamate and Prophethood are true.

THE LEADERS INTERNATIONAL
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OH GOD, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR BLESSINGS

Oh God, thank You for transferring me from 
one loin to the next, from one century to the 
next, and from one family to the next, until You 
bestowed on me the blessing to live during a time 
when I could see one of  your most prominent 
Friends who is close to and a companion of  the 
Infallibles, Your righteous servant – the Great 
Khomeini. And, I thank you for letting me be 
his soldier. If  I did not have the blessing to 
be the companion of  Your Great Messenger, 
Muhammad al-Mustafa, and if  I did not live 
during the period of  the oppression of  Ali bin 
Abi Talib and his immaculate and wronged 
children, You helped me tread the same path 
on which they laid down their lives – which are 
worth all the universe and its creatures.

Oh God, I thank You for letting me take the 
path of  Your other righteous servant – after dear 
Khomeini – whose innocence even surpasses 
his righteousness, a man who is today’s sage 
of  Islam, Shi’ism, Iran and the political world 
of  Islam. This man is dear Khamenei (may I 
sacrifice my life for his sake).

Dear God, thank You for allowing me to 

associate with Your best servants, for giving 
me the opportunity to kiss their heavenly faces, 
and for letting me smell their divine scent – the 
Mujahideen and Martyrs on this path.

Dear God, Capable, Mighty One and Merciful 
Provider, I prostrate before You in gratitude and 
humbleness for having helped me take the path 
of  the purest Fatimah and her children in the 
Shi’ah religion – the true scent of  Islam – and 
for letting me shed tears for the children of  Ali 
bin Abi Talib and the purest Fatimah. What 
a great blessing it is, your greatest and most 
precious blessing. It is a blessing that contains 
light, spirituality and restlessness, in which there 
is the most assuring peace of  mind. It contains 
sorrow that is coupled with tranquility and 
spirituality.

Dear God, I am grateful to You for giving me 
parents who were poor but pious, who loved 
the Household of  the Holy Prophet of  Islam, 
and who always treaded the path of  purity. I 
beseechingly ask You to associate them with 
Your Friends in Your Heaven and allow me to 
meet with them in the Hereafter.

OH GOD, I HAVE HOPES FOR YOUR PARDON

Oh Dear God, Oh Wise and Unique Creator, 
my hands are empty, and so is my backpack. I 
rush to you without any provisions, hoping that 
You will treat me to Your banquet of  pardon 

and generosity. I do not have any provisions 
with me, for what provisions does a poor man 
need in the presence of  a generous Lord?

→
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My shoes are filled with the hope of  Your Grace 
and Your Generosity. I have brought with me 
two closed eyes, which contain a treasure in 
addition to their impurities. That jewel is tears 
shed for Fatimah’s Hussein, tears shed for the 
Household, and tears shed in defense of  the 
oppressed, the orphans and the innocent who 
were caught in the claws of  oppressors.

Oh God, I have nothing in my hands. They 
have nothing to present, nor do they have 
the power to defend. However, I have stored 
something in my hands, which I am hopeful 
about, that is a continuous movement towards 
You. When I reached out my hands towards 
you, when I put them on the ground and on 
my knees for Your sake, and when I carried 
weapons in order to defend Your religion, 
these are the wealth that I carry in my hands 
and I hope that you have accepted them.

Oh God, my legs are frail and have no stamina. 
They do not have the courage to cross the 
bridge that crosses over Hell. My legs tremble 
even when crossing an ordinary bridge. Woe 

to me, as Your path (the bridge over Hell) is 
thinner than a hair and sharper than a sword. 
Nonetheless, I harbor some hope that I may 
not tremble and that I may find salvation. I 
set foot in Your sanctuary and circled around 
Your House (the circumambulation of  the 
Holy Ka’bah). I ran bare-footed in the shrines 
of  Your Friends and between the shrines of  
Hussein and Abbas. I bent and hugged my 
knees in long trenches. And, I ran, jumped, 
crept, wept, laughed and made others laugh, 
cried and made others cry, and fell and picked 
myself  up in defense of  your religion. I hope 
that you will pardon them (my legs) because 
of  these jumping, crawling, and these holy 
shrines.

Oh God, my head, my wisdom, my lips, 
my nose, my ears, my heart and all parts of  
my body harbor the same hope. Oh most 
Merciful, Compassionate God, accept me and 
accept me in purity. Accept me in a way that 
I will be worthy of  seeing You. I do not want 
anything other than meeting You. Heaven for 
me is being next to You, Oh Allah.

OH GOD, I HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND THE CARAVAN OF MY FRIENDS

Oh dear God, it is many years now that I have 
been left behind a caravan. I have constantly 
sent others towards it, but I myself  have 
been left behind it. You Yourself  know that 
I have never been able to forget them. Their 
memory and their names always echo, not in 
my mind, but in my heart and in my eyes with 
tears and sighs.

My dear God, my body is becoming infirm. 
How could You possibly not accept someone 
who has been waiting at Your door for 40 
years? My Creator, my Beloved and my Love, 
I have always asked You to fill my heart and 
my soul with the love of  You. Let me burn 
and die in being apart from You.
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My dear One, I have wandered into deserts 
feeling restless and ashamed of  being left 
behind. I go from one city to another and 
from this desert to the next in winters 
and summers, because I harbor a hope. 
Generous God, my Beloved God, I have 
fixed my hopes on Your Generosity. You 
know that I love You. You know that I do 
not want anyone other than You. Help me 
join You.

Oh God, terror has engulfed my whole 
existence. I am not capable of  controlling 

my will. Do not disgrace me. I ask You, 
for the sake of  those whose sanctity You 
have vowed to preserve, to join me to the 
caravan that has come towards You before 
I see the sanctity of  these shrines being 
disrespected.

You, Whom I worship, my Love and my 
Beloved, I love You. I have seen and felt 
You many times. I cannot remain separate 
from You any longer. It is enough. It is 
enough. Accept me, but only when I am 
worthy of  You.

A WORD WITH MY MUJAHID BROTHERS AND SISTERS

My Mujahid sisters and brothers in this world, 
you who have offered your lives for the sake 
of  God, risking your lives and putting them 
on sale in the bazaar of  love, please pay 
attention. The Islamic Republic is the center 
of  Islam and Shi’ism. Today, Hussein bin Ali’s 
base is Iran. You should know that the Islamic 
Republic is a sanctuary, and if  this sanctuary 
is preserved, others will be preserved as well. 
If  the enemy destroys this sanctuary, no 
sanctuary – neither the sanctuaries belonging 
to Ibrahim nor Muhammad – will remain.

My brothers and sisters, the world of  Islam is 
constantly in need of  leadership, one that is 
connected to and endorsed by the Infallibles 
in terms of  Islamic law and jurisprudence. 
You know perfectly well that the purest 
religious scholar who shook the whole world 
and revived Islam – our great and pure 

Khomeini – stated that “Wilayat-e-Faqih” 
is the only prescription for the salvation of  
this nation. Therefore, those of  you who 
believe in it as Shi’ah Muslims and based on 
religion, and those of  you who believe in it 
as Sunni Muslims and based on logic, should 
know that you must refuse to abandon the 
tent of  Wilayat, and without any discord 
among yourselves. This tent is the tent of  the 
Messenger of  God. The basis of  the enmity 
against the Islamic Republic throughout the 
world, is for burning and destroying this 
tent. You should circle around it (like the 
circumambulation of  the Ka’bah). I swear 
to Allah, I swear to Allah, I swear to Allah, 
if  this tent is harmed, there will be no sign 
of  God’s House (Ka’bah), Madinah – where 
the shrine of  the Holy Prophet is located 
– Najaf, Karbala, Kadhimiya, Samarra or 
Mashhad, and the Holy Qur’an will be 
damaged as well.

→
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A WORD WITH MY IRANIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS

My dear Iranian brothers and sisters, you 
honorable and glorious people for whom I, 
and individuals like me, wish to sacrifice our 
lives thousands of  times – as you sacrificed 
hundreds of  thousands of  lives for the sake 
of  Islam and Iran – you should take care of  
the “Principles.” The Principles means “Wali-
Faqih” (Guardianship of  the Islamic Jurist), in 
particular that sage and that oppressed man who 
is imbued with religious piety, jurisprudence, 
spirituality and religious understanding. Dear 
Khamenei should be very dear to you. You 
should know that respecting him is like 
respecting the sanctities.

Brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, my dear ones! 
The Islamic Republic is experiencing its most 
glorious period today. You should know that it 
does not matter what the enemy thinks about 
you. What did the enemy think about your 
Prophet? How did the enemies behave towards 
the Messenger of  God and his children? What 
accusations did they make about him, and how 
did they treat his immaculate children? The 
enemies’ reproach, censure and pressure should 
not divide you.

You should know – and you do know – that the 
most important achievement of  dear Khomeini 
was that firstly, he applied Islam to help Iran, 
and then, he put Iran at the service of  Islam. 
If  it were not for Islam, and if  an Islamic 
spirit had not ruled over our nation, Saddam 
would have rent our country to pieces like a 
predatorial wolf, and the U.S. would have acted 

in the same manner like a rabid dog. However, 
Imam Khomeini’s accomplishment was that he 
brought Islam to the help of  this nation. He 
brought forth Ashura, the month of  Muharram, 
the month of  Safar, and Fatimiyah (the period 
of  mourning for Hazrat Fatimeh (phuh)) to 
help this nation. He created revolutions within 
the revolution. It is for this reason that in every 
period, thousands of  self-sacrificing individuals 
laid down their lives to shield you, the Iranian 
nation, Iranian soil and Islam. They humbled 
the biggest worldly powers. My dear ones, do 
not become divided over the “Principles.”

Martyrs are the axis of  dignity and respect for all 
of  us. They have joined the vast ocean of  God, 
the Pure, not only for today, but for eternity. 
You should regard them as great in your eyes, 
hearts and on your tongues, as they truly are 
great. You should familiarize your children with 
their names and their photographs. You should 
look with respect at the children of  Martyrs who 
are the orphaned children of  all of  you. You 
should respect their wives and their parents. In 
the same way that you treat your own children 
with leniency, pay special attention to them in 
the absence of  their fathers, mothers, wives and 
children.

You should respect your Armed Forces which 
are headed by the Wali-e-Faqih for the sake 
of  defending yourselves, your religion, Islam 
and the country. Likewise, the Armed Forces 
should respect, protect and support the nation, 
its honor and its soil, in the same way that they 
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defend their own homes. As the Commander 
of  the Faithful – the Leader of  the Pious – 
said, “The Armed Forces should be a source 

of  dignity for their nation. They should be the 
castle and the refuge for the oppressed and the 
people, and they should adorn their country.

A WORD WITH THE DEAR PEOPLE OF KERMAN

I have a point to raise with the dear people of  
Kerman, a lovely people who made the greatest 
sacrifices throughout the period of  the 8-year 
Holy Defense and sacrificed great generals and 
honorable Mujahideen for the sake of  Islam. I 
always feel humble before them. They trusted 
me for eight years for the sake of  Islam. They 
sent their children to deadly battlefields and 
difficult wars such as operations Karbala-5, 
Valfajr-8, Tariqul-Quds, Fathul-Mobin, Baytul-
Moqaddas and other operations. And, they 
founded a great and valuable army in the name 
of  and for the love of  our Infallible Imam, 
Hussein bin Ali – the Tharallah Division. That 
Division frequently made the hearts of  our 
nation and of  the Muslims happy, working like a 
sharp sword and erasing grief  from their hearts.

My dear ones! Today, I am no longer among you 
due to divine destiny. I love you more than my 
father, my mother, my children, my sisters and 
my brothers, because I spent more time with 
you than I did with them, while they were my 
flesh and blood, and I was theirs. They accepted 

for me to dedicate my life and my existence to 
you and to the Iranian nation.

I would like Kerman to remain with Wilayat till 
the end. This Wilayat is the Wilayat of  Ali bin 
Abi Talib, and its tent is the tent of  Fatimah’s 
Hussein. You should circle around it. I am with 
all of  you. You know that I paid more attention 
to humanity, to affection and to innate nature 
than to political colors. I am addressing all of  
you who consider me to be a part of  you and as 
your brother and your child.

I ask you in this will to not leave Islam alone in 
this period of  time, when it has been manifested 
in the Islamic Revolution and the Islamic 
Republic. Defending Islam requires intelligence 
and special attention. When it comes to Islam, 
the Islamic Republic, sanctities and Wilayat-e-
Faqih in political matters, know that these are 
the colors of  God; therefore, you should prefer 
the colors of  God to any other color.

A WORD WITH THE FAMILIES OF THE MARTYRS

My children, my daughters and sons, children 
of  the Martyrs, fathers and mothers of  the 

Martyrs, you shining lights of  our country, and 
brothers, sisters and loyal, pious wives of  the 

→
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Martyrs! The voice that I heard every day, to 
which I was so attached, that gave me so much 
tranquility like the voice of  the Quran did, and 
that I considered to be the greatest source of  
spiritual support for me was the voice of  the 
children of  the Martyrs, which I would listen to 
almost every day, and also, that of  the Martyrs’ 
fathers and mothers in whom I felt the presence 
of  my own parents.

My dear ones, as long as you are the mentors 
of  this nation, you should appreciate your 
value. Reflect and manifest your Martyrs 
in yourselves in such a way that whenever 
someone sees you, they feel as though the 

fathers and children of  Martyrs are the living 
images of  the Martyrs with the same degree 
of  spirituality, power and qualities.

I beseechingly ask you to forgive and to pardon 
me. I was not able to do what was necessary 
for many of  you, or even for your martyred 
children. I ask for forgiveness and for you to 
pardon me.

I would like my body to be carried by the 
Martyrs’ children in the hope of  receiving God’s 
attention, thanks to the touch of  their pure 
hands on my body.

A WORD WITH THE POLITICIANS OF THE COUNTRY

I have a short point to make to the politicians 
of  the country, both to those who refer 
to themselves as “Reformists” and to the 
“Conservatives.” What made me suffer the most 
was that we usually forget – or sacrifice – God, 
the Quran and values under two circumstances. 
My dear ones, no matter what rivalry and 
contention you have with each other, if  your 
actions, words and debates weaken religion 
and the Revolution in one way or another, you 
should know that you will receive the wrath of  
the Holy Prophet of  Islam and the Martyrs on 
this path. You should set limits. If  you want to 
stand together, the condition for being together 
is agreement over the Principles and expressing 
them in an outspoken manner. The Principles 
are not lengthy or detailed (and therefore not 
open to interpretation). The Principles are 
comprised of  a few important tenets:

1. The first is believing in Wilayat-e-
Faqih in practice. This means that you 
should listen to his advice and act on his 
recommendations and warnings as the true 
physician of  religious laws and science. A 
person who wishes to undertake a certain 
responsibility in the Islamic Republic 
should know that the main condition is 
having a true belief  in Wilayat-e-Faqih and 
acting on the Wali-e-Faqih’s words. I am 
not speaking about a “Burning Furnace 
Wilayat” (This refers to a narration from 
Imam Sadiq (pbuh) where he asked one of  
his followers to sit in a burning furnace, 
and the follower immediately submitted to 
his order without hesitation.), nor a Wilayat 
due to law. Neither of  these two will solve 
the problem of  unity. Wilayat due to law is 
particular to people in general – including 
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Muslims and non-Muslims – but Wilayat in 
practice is particular to officials who wish 
to undertake the important affairs of  the 
country, an Islamic country with all these 
Martyrs.

2. Having true faith in the Islamic Republic 
and what it has been founded on. This 
includes morals, values and responsibilities, 
whether responsibilities towards the nation 
or towards Islam.

3. Employing pure individuals who believe in 
the nation and who are the servants of  it, not 
individuals who evoke the memory of  former 
Khans, even if  they are elected as a chairman 
in a very small village.

4. They should establish a method, which 
includes confronting corruption and 
refraining from it, and also includes avoiding 
a luxurious lifestyle.

5. During their term of  office in any position of  
responsibility, they should consider respecting 
the people and rendering services to them 
to be acts of  worship. And, they themselves 
should promote values, not boycotting them 
over vain excuses.

Acting as the fathers of  the society, they 
should pay attention to their responsibility 
in the area of  cultivating and protecting the 
society, rather than supporting behavior – 
driven by negligence and emotions and for 
the sake of  winning the votes of  people who 
have a transient feelings – that would promote 
divorce and corruption in society and would 
cause families to break apart. Governments 
are the main factor in both strengthening 
families as well as in causing families to break 
apart. If  the Principles are acted on, everyone 
will be on the path of  the Leader, the 
Revolution and the Islamic Republic. Then, 
there will be a proper competition based on 
these Principles for the sake of  electing the 
most eligible person.

A WORD WITH MY BROTHERS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY GUARD 
CORPS AND THE ARMY

I wish to address a brief  word in my dear, 
self-sacrificing brothers in the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps and in the 
IRGC-like Army. You should set courage 
and the power to manage crises as the 
main criteria for appointing commanders. 
Naturally, I do not mention Wilayat, because 
Wilayat is not a part or a component of  
the Armed Forces, rather it is the basis for 

the survival of  the Armed Forces. This 
condition is inviolable.

Another point is that you should gain a timely 
understanding of  the enemy, his goals and his 
policies, and then, you must make decisions and act 
promptly. If  any of  these is carried out belatedly, it 
will have a major impact on your victory.

→
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A WORD WITH THE RELIGIOUS SCHOLARS AND HONORABLE 
RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES

I, a 40-year soldier in the field, would like to 
have a brief  word with the honorable religious 
scholars and great Religious Authorities who 
cast light on society and eradicate darkness, 
in particular Grand Religious Authorities. 
Your soldier saw from a watchtower that if  
the Islamic Republic is harmed, religion and 
what you have endeavored hard to preserve 
and for which you have made every effort to 
develop expertise in, will be destroyed. This 
period is different from all other periods. 
If  they take control this time, nothing will 
remain of  Islam. The correct path to take 
is to support the Revolution, the Islamic 
Republic and Wali-Faqih without any 
reservation. You – who are the source of  
hope for Islam – should not allow others to 
make you hesitate.

All of  you loved Imam and believed in his 
path. Imam’s path was the path of  fighting 
against the U.S. and supporting the Islamic 
Republic and the Muslims, who are oppressed 
by the Arrogant Powers, under the flag of  
Wali-e-Faqih. Even with my flawed mind, I 
could see that some vicious individuals tried 
and continue to try to persuade influential 
Religious Authorities and religious scholars 
in society into silence and hesitation through 

the use of  self-righteous gestures and words. 
It is clear what the truth is. The Islamic 
Republic, values and Wilayat-e-Faqih are 
the legacies of  Imam Khomeini (may God 
bestow mercy on him). Therefore, they 
should be earnestly supported.

I see Hazrat Grand Ayatollah Khamenei 
greatly wronged and alone. He needs your 
cooperation and assistance, and you great 
personages should direct the society with 
your statements, meetings and support. If  
this Revolution is harmed, then the situation 
will not even be like the time of  the cursed 
Shah. Even worse than that, the Front of  
Arrogance will do its best do promote sheer 
disbelief  and deep deviation, which cannot 
be reversed.

I kiss your blessed hands (in humbleness) 
and apologize for these words. I would 
have liked to make these statements in my 
meetings with you in person, but it was not 
meant to be.

Your soldier who kisses your hands.
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I ASK EVERYONE TO PARDON ME

I ask my neighbors, my friends and my col-
leagues to forgive and to pardon me. I ask 
the soldiers of  the Tharallah Division and the 
great Quds Force, who are a thorn in the eye 
of  the enemy and a strong fortification against 
it, to forgive and to pardon me, in particular 
those who helped me in a brotherly manner.

I cannot avoid mentioning Hussein Poor-
Ja’fari who helped me well-intentionally, 

like a brother with his child, and whom 
I loved in the same way that I loved my 
own brother. I apologize to his family 
and to all my revolutionary and Mujahid 
brothers who were bothered because of  
me. Of  course, all the brothers in the 
Quds Force showed me brotherly love 
and helped me, including my dear friend 
General Qa’ani, who tolerated me with 
patience and dignity.■
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A MILITARY COMMANDER 
AND MULTICULTURALISM

The term "multiculturalism" 
is one of  the most popular 
concepts in the humanities 
and it has turned into 

a recurrent theme in scholarly and 
academic spheres. The proponents 
of  this concept hold that people of  
different ethnicities, races, orientations, 
religions, and nationalities should live 
together with equal rights as citizens. 
This concern, now a normative idea 

1 https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/multiculturalism
2 Huntington, S. (1993). The Clash of  Civilizations, Foreign Affairs, 72(3), 22-49. doi:10.2307/20045621

in the context of  Western liberal-
democratic societies, was first 
highlighted after the two World Wars 
when the issue of  cultural coexistence 
became a serious crisis.1 This state is 
described by Samuel P. Huntington in 
his often-quoted article “The Clash of  
Civilizations?” as being a state in which 
humanity has begun to experience a 
new phase of  the conflict in which the 
squabble between nations has taken 

the place of  the conflict between rulers 
backed by divine laws on earth.2 It is 
obvious that in such a situation to what 
extent the coexistence of  different 
cultural levels in one domain can 
become the place of  questioning and 
quarrel between the proponents of  
multiculturalism and its opponents, i.e., 
those who believe in monoculturalism 
and ethnocentrism. This is a quarrel 
that is often depicted with the metaphor 

Last year on January 3rd, General Qasem Solemani was assassinated by a US drone strike. On the anniversary 
of  his martyrdom, The Leaders Media House publishes the following Op-Ed which attempts to investigate the 

notion of  “multiculturalism” in the late commander’s presence in the region.
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“salad bowl” vs. "melting pot."3 The 
ingredients help to form a single thing 
in the salad bowl while preserving 
their individual flavor and identity. 
In contrast, all the ingredients in the 
melting pot melt and mix together into 
a new, single entity.

With the passage of  time, 
the expansion of  com-
munication, the rapid 

process of  globalization, and more 
importantly, the high rate of  migra-
tion, multiculturalism has become 
a value and perhaps a creed, which 
demands peaceful coexistence and 
the freedom and equality of  differ-
ent human races and ethnicities. This 
is what modern societies promise.4 
This idea, although seemingly simple, 
faces many challenges. In the first 
step, one element must unite all these 
differences and connect the differ-
ent levels of  humanity so that their 
being together does not turn into a 
tribal or racial war. Michel Foucault, 
the French postmodern intellectu-
al, sees this connection as possible 
only using secular reasoning. He says 
that in order to build a civil society 
and design a mosaic realm made up 
of  diverse cultures it is necessary to 
move toward removing the idea of  
sanctity from the realm of  civic so-
ciety, removing ideology from pol-
itics, and changing the hierarchical 
division of  people to a relationship 
between people where they are at the 
same level. That is to say, instead of  

3 Baofu, Peter (2012). The Future of  Post-Human Migration: A Preface to a New Theory of  Sameness, Otherness, and Identity
4 "The Liberal Agenda for the 21st Century". Archived from the original on 7 February 2011. Retrieved 20 March 2015
5 "Report attacks multiculturalism". BBC news. 30 September 2005. Retrieved 10 December 2010.
6 Abi-Habib, Maria (26 June 2014). "Iraq's Christian Minority Feels Militant Threat". The Wall Street Journal. Retrieved 6 July 2014.
7 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-rouhani-islamic-state/irans-president-declares-end-of-islamic-state-idUSKBN1DL0J5

some groups being superior to other 
groups, they should have coopera-
tion and equality in coexistence.

In contrast to the proponents of  
multiculturalism, its critics see 
the attempt of  this model for 

coexistence to be a failure.5 Because 
in such societies, with the destruc-
tion of  the host country's culture 
and traditions, public trust is also 
destroyed, and this society becomes 
the place for much tumult.

The actualization of  
multiculturalism by a military 
commander

For at least a century, modern soci-
eties have mostly considered religion 
and religious approaches to be an 
impediment in the way to achieving 
a multicultural existence. However, 
Iran's experience in confronting ISIS 
under the command of  Gen. Qasem 
Soleimani challenges this proposi-
tion. In addition, it shows that reli-
gion has the potential of  being able 
to develop a favorable environment 
for multiculturalism to flourish.   

The Islamic State of  Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS), whose 
origin dates back to 1999, 

had been openly threatening the 
Middle East since 2014. Fur-

thermore, it had also managed 
to seize parts of  Syria, Iraq, Lib-
ya, Afghanistan, and more using 
the most savage methods con-
ceivable. With the slogan of  “Is-
lamism,” this extremist group 
committed innumerable crimes. 
They ripped away the security 
of  various groups of  the Shia 
and Sunni Muslims, Christians6, 
Yazidis, etc. under the pretext of  
blasphemy and deviation from the 
Sharia (Islamic law as defined by 
ISIS).  ISIS's actions targeted not 
only human lives and property, 
but even their culture and civili-
zation. The widespread destruc-
tion of  historical, ancient sites, 
the burning of  mosques, temples 
and churches, and many other 
such actions against people’s cul-
ture are all proof  of  this. These 
actions provoked many reactions 
from throughout the globe and 
were condemned by various in-
stitutions and officials, while 
ISIS gradually became a global 
threat. However, ISIS still posed 
the greatest threat to the Middle 
East, and the struggle continued 
in various countries in the region. 
In the fight against ISIS, one of  
the most familiar figures who was 
a major threat to ISIS was Gen. 
Qasem Soleimani. He was the one 
who finally announced the end of  
ISIS's domination of  the region 
in November of  2017. Iranian, 
Syrian, and Iraqi officials later 
confirmed this victory.7

→
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Gen. Soleimani’s actions in 
the region were not limited 
to the fight against ISIS 

and there were many other examples 
of  his activities in previous years. All 
of  these made him an international, 
inter-ethnic figure for the people of  
the region who were under the attack 
of  ISIS. His assassination in Iraq 
provoked the reaction of  many non-
Muslim personalities, and Christians 
mourned for him in their churches.8 
His assassination sparked widespread 
protests in various countries and even 
in the United States.9 Meanwhile, 
the mainstream media has always 
tried to portray Qasem Soleimani as 
being a supporter of  terrorism and a 
threat to world security. But what the 
people of  the region understood with 
their heart and soul was his tolerant 
spirit, which went past differences in 
religion and ethnic origin as well as 
his relentless efforts to fight ISIS and 
restore security to the region.

Based on his way of  thinking, not only 
soldiers of  various races and ethnicities 
- including Iranians, Afghans, Syrians, 
Iraqis, etc. - were able to fight together 
as one, but people of  different 
nationalities and religions, including 
Shia, Sunnis, Christians, Yazidis, and 
others, were able to regain their lost 
security. The experience of  his non-
Iranian soldiers, such as the Fatemiyoun 
Brigade,10 shows that such coexistence 
and unity between different ethnicities 
and cultures was something implanted 

8 https://thewallwillfall.org/2020/01/07/general-qassem-soleiman-saved-christian-lives-in-syria-and-iraq
9 https://www.rtl.fr/actu/international/pas-de-guerre-contre-l-iran-des-manifestants-defilent-aux-etats-unis-7799833949
10 PP11_Schneider.pdf  (mei.edu)
11 https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-refugee-crisis-mediterranean-death-toll-in-2016-worst-we-have-seen-united-nations/5553467
12 Lamm, Richard D. (2005). "I have a plan to destroy America". Snopes.com. Retrieved 12 January 2011.

in Soleimani’s character. That which is 
of  a high significance in this approach 
is its monotheistic spirit that attaches 
intrinsic value to human beings and 
their security. This approach defines 
the human spirit as being beyond 
ethnic and cultural elements, and any 
aggression against it is condemned. 
This experience can be a crucial step in 
realizing the ideals of  multiculturalism.

How is multiculturalism 
possible?

Reviewing Gen. Qasem 
Soleimani’s experiences in 
life brings different cultures 

together to be able to achieve a single 
goal. In addition, his popularity 
among different ethnic groups 
raises the question that which of  his 
character traits brought this about? 
Despite all the ethnic, cultural and 
even religious differences, what was 
able to unite these groups while 
preserving the differences?

From Foucault's point of  view, the 
reason stated in secularism that 
enables the peaceful coexistence 
of  various cultures presupposes 
the rejection of  any transcendental 
meaning.  However, he never states 
what it is that will unite society when 
different races and cultures want to 
live together while retaining all their 
cultural elements and feelings of  

identity. The experience of  liberal, 
democratic societies today in the 
face of  issues arising from cultural 
and racial conflicts, including the 
refugee crises,11 racial discrimination, 
and religious intolerance show that 
despite their value, concepts such 
as freedom, equality, civil rights, 
etc., have not been able to create 
a peaceful living environment for 
different ethnic groups and cultural 
forms. Richard Douglas Lamm, the 
former Governor of  the state of  
Colorado, believes that at this time, 
the different people of  the world 
hate each other even though they 
do not kill one another.12 On the 
other hand, this level of  emphasis 
on coexistence has no definite 
boundaries and ultimately does 
not determine the red line for such 
ethnic and racial acceptance. What 
measures can be taken, if  a particular 
ethnic or cultural group in a society 
violates the essential freedom and 
rights of  another group? Cases like 
this challenge the liberal’s version of  
modern secular multiculturalism.

Contrary to this view, there is 
the opinion that stresses that 
a genuinely equal relationship 

between human beings requires an 
existential reason, which in practice 
will unite human beings beyond 
their cultural particularities. Such a 
factor in the monotheistic view is 
the Creator. In this view, everything 
in the universe is God's creation 
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and is in His hands. According 
to this view, human beings with 
all their differences are essentially 
equal to each other in that they are 
created equal, and the relations 
between them are defined on this 
basis. Moreover, cultural and ethnic 
differences are never denied and they 
are always respected. However, when 
emphasizing the unity of  mankind in 
creation, the emphasis is not on these 
differences and, therefore, cultural 
and ethnic diversities are neither 
problematized nor sensitized.

Gen. Qasem Soleimani was the 
realization of  this worldview toward 
humanity. He successfully managed 
to unite people of  different races 
and ethnicities around a single 
goal, which was fighting for the 
security of  a region filled with 
different religions, races, and 
ethnicities. This successful example 
of  intercultural solidarity should 
be considered when reevaluating 
the prevalent Western versions of  
multiculturalism in the world.■



42 THE LEADERS COVER STORY

The year 2020 had just begun. While people were en-
gaged in the New Year’s celebrations, on January 3rd, 
the news of  assassination of  the great commander of  
fighting against terrorism, suddenly, shocked the world. 
Donald Trump’s acceptance of  responsibility for this 
act of  terror further added to the global bewilderment. 
Now, ahead of  the first anniversary of  the dastardly as-
sassination of  martyr General QasemSoleimani on 3th 
January,2020 and Arabaeen (40 days following martyr-
dom) of  martyr Prof. Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,  people in 
Iran and around the world are holding commemoration 
ceremonies to pay tribute to these late Iranian icons.  
Respected both by friends and foes as a ma-

jor military tactician, Major General Qasem-
Soleimani was the world’s most talented mil-
itary figure in the field of  counter-terrorism. 
For many people worldwide, General QasemSoleimani 
was an anti-terror hero, who played a key role in defeating 
Daesh (ISIS) in Iraq and Syria. However,USPresident 
Donald Trump ordered his assassination in an airstrike 
during his official visit to Baghdad and while being re-
ceived by the Iraqi authorities at the International Bagh-
dad Airport. This cowardly terror act was the biggest 
gift from the US to Takfiri terrorism and its supporters. 
Major General QasemSoleimani, had played a ma-
jor role in defending the region against Daesh’s 

IRAN IS MARKING 
MARTYRDOM 
OF HIS ANTI-
TERRORISM 
HERO: GENERAL 
QASEMSOLEIMANI
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terror campaign. As foreign-backed Takfiri out-
fits raised their heads in 2014, the late command-
er emerged as a key strategist and ingenious com-
mander leading Iranian military advisers assisting 
Syrian and Iraqi troops in battles against terrorists. 
He assisted the Baghdad government in operations 
to retake the strategic oil-rich city of  Tikrit from 
Daesh in 2015. The general was frequently pictured 
on the frontlines during anti-terrorism operations 
from Iraq’s Mosul to Syria’s Aleppo. The gener-
al also took personal command of  the battle against 
Takfiri militants in the Syrian city of  Bukamal, lo-
cated in Dayr al-Zawr Province, in November 2017. 
Finally, in November 2017, he declared the end of  
Daesh’s territorial rule in a letter addressed to Leader of  
the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei. 
Thelate general’s anti-terror drive also was beneficial 
for India's national interests. His efforts werekey to 
rescue Indian nationals including a group of  11 In-
dian nursestrapped by Daeshin Iraq. In fact, in the 
viewpoint of  General Soleimani, terrorism recog-
nizes no religion or specific country and it may take 

victims from all corners of  the world, irrespective 
of  their religion, faith or nationality. For this great 
man, delivering relief  and rescue to all people of  
the world in fighting against terrorism and extend-
ing support to victims of  terror was a basic principle. 
Martyr General Soleimani had a humble and kind face 
in his encounter and interactions not only with military 
officers but also with common local people and that 
is why he is so popular with the people of  region and 
many memorial functions were spontaneously erected 
to observe his martyrdom after his demise. Inside Iran, 
in his farewell funeral, millions of  people in different 
cities poured to the streets to attend this ceremony.  
Martyr Prof. Dr. Mohsen Fakhrizadeh had also an out-
standing role in different peaceful scientific projects 
in Iran, the most recent example of  which is develop-
ment of  the first indigenous COVID-19 test kit and 
vaccine, which is a great contribution to Iran's national 
efforts in curbing the COVID-19 pandemic and pro-
duction of  its vaccine at a time when Iran is under the 
inhumane, unjust and unilaterally imposed sanctions 
by the United States’ regime.

→
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These dastardly acts are committed against Iran which 
itself  has so far been at the forefront of  the fight 
against terrorism in order to establish and contribute to  
peace and stability in the region and the worldand such 
acts are a flagrant violation of  international rules and 
humanitarian principles.The US terrorist and criminal 
move to target General Soleimani proved once again to 
the people of  the world who is really backing the terror-
ists and that the US definition of  terrorism is defined 
by its self-interests and is rooted on double standards.  
It goes without saying that had it not been for martyr 
Soleimani’s valuable efforts, Daesh would have spread 
its rule of  terror throughout a wider part of  the region 
and curbing of  Daesh also prevented the Takfiri ter-
rorists from causing terror in other parts of  the world 
including South Asia. By giving severe blows to the 
foundations of  Daesh, more recruitments for this ter-
rorist group from other countries were also prevented.  
To honor the memory of  Martyr General Qasem-
Soleimani and pay tribute to all scarifying their lives 
for the peace and tranquility in the region and be-
yond, the Islamic Republic of  Iranproposes the fol-
lowing: designation of  January third as“World Count-
er-Terrorism Day” by the international community 
and dedicating an annual International Martyr Solei-
mani Award to the heroes of  fighting with terror. 
Last but not least, it is hoped that 2021 may be a year 
of  peace, tranquility, health, prosperity and develop-
ment for the people of  our region and the entire world.

 
The writer is Ambassador of  I.R of  Iran to India, 
Dr. Ali Chegeni
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