Four stages of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran

By Our Staff Writer

Among Islamic scientists and philosophers, the late martyr Ayatollah
Motahhari, calls revolution, "the rebellion or uprising of aregion or coun-
try againstthe prevailing rule and rulers in order to establish the desired
orderand system of governance.”
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Stage of preparation

Theseinclude all elements that make
it easierto comprehend the existing
situation and offer critiques in the
cultural-intellectual areas. In other
words, itincludes the set of elements
and factors, which together presenta
picture of an entirely undesirable and
unbearable situation.

At this stage, among various tools
available to agitators working for
change to engage the people better
in their goals and aims, perhaps the
bestis oneis "comparison," meaning,
discussing, posing —both to oneself

Undoubtedly,
values played a
crucial role during
‘ all these stages.
Hence the Islamic
Revolution of Iran is

a value-based revo-

lution.

as well as others —and highlighting
the following question: “where is our
society as compared with others?”

This critical question is usually fol-
lowed by ratherimpressive and mas-
sive amount of people's mental ef-
forts directed to find an answer to the
inevitable big question of "why [things
are the way they are]?" Gradually, in
this way, critical views force theirway
into the publicdiscussion and prosper
quickly, since the number ofthe ques-
tioners waiting for answers grows by
day. Of course, inherentin a clever,
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big question like this in a critical pre-
revolutionary situation, lies the stark
contrastand contradiction between a
society’'sdemands and ideals, and the
dark reality —which the ruling estab-
lishmentseemsincapable and unable
tochange evenin face of high popular
demand — for which the people in-
evitably blame the governing system
and structure. All thatis needed atthis
stage is the proverbial revolutionary
spark toinflame a people to take steps
to cause the overthrow or total col-
lapse ofthe, now, ancien réginre.

Stage of criticism:——

This situation encompasses the ele-
ments that include those enabling
the people to better comprehend
and criticize the existing conditionsin
their society. Fori

- ‘tlops in other societies —helped im-

economy can cause, among other
things, the majority of the people bet-
terunderstand the prevailing realities
oftheirsociety.

Alsoincreasing knowledge of condi-

: ffne‘md’e?y by recent communications

advances — together with deeper
and more widespread knowledge
and understanding of a society's na-
tional identity by the people, and the
weakness of forces protecting the rul-
ing'system, are among other factors
which facilitate this process.
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Stage of acceleration

This stage encompasses a set of ele-
ments that hasten and quicken the
revolutionary process. Forinstance,
unforgivable and irreparable mistakes
ofthe rulers attimes of crisis, a weak
or unfaithful or undisciplined military,
which is usually followed by some re-
treat by the ruling establishment, the
inability of a weak or shattered econ-
omy to provide the basic, urgent and
short-term needs of the people, and
attempts at suppression and further

oppression of the people which only
servestoarouse their passions further,
all contribute to a highly emotional,
revolutionary atmosphere whichis only
conducive to even more insistence of
the people for their rightful demands.

Other catalysts include the collapse of
the military forces after a defeat at for-
eign hands, rebellion and insubordina-
tionamong military personnel, internal
differences within the ruling elite, the
collapse of economic and monetary

Stage of culmination 7

Here we can specifically name two
important elements of "leadership"
and ideology. The conformity ofthese
two elements with popular demands
leads'the people to organize them-
selves in orderto "destroy" the re-
gime, and once this isaccomplished,
they enter the stage of "establishing"
anewone. In this way all efforts for
building new social, political, and
economic structures are completed.
The key to this complex process is

infrastructures and systems, as well as
psychological elements such as a belief
inthe inability of government forces to
face ordeflect opposition attacks. This
particular belief mightitselfinclude abe-
liefin supernatural help in the struggle,
strengthening of the opposition morale
by the beliefthatonce revolutionary de-
termination has become clear, foreign
help willcome totheiraid, orthe simple,
solid beliefthat united masses are sim-
ply undefeatable, etc.”

coordination and congruence be-
tween the leadership, ideology, and
the people, which together make
possible aforward movementtoward
pre-determined common goals.
Therefore, the leadership is not only
the sponsor of the common ideol-
ogy but an active practitioner of it.
In addition, not only ideology is here
akin to a set of written guidelines,
but by accepting it and following the
leadership they setfoot on the path of

pursuing theirdemands and ways to
achieve them. In this way, the revolu-
tion's slogans are formed also, and
in a way, the ideals and identity of
the revolution are given voice by the
revolutionaries.

Inthe course of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran, we came across all the four
stages. Undoubtedly, values played
acrucial role during all these stages.
Hence the Islamic Revolution of Iranis
avalue-based revolution.
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